@The Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Ali

| Draxi Frday Septemier 151995 |
Eyes Are No Plaything

We are flabbergasted at the way the eyes of
poor and helpless cataract patients are being
played with at the Islamia Eye Hospital, once
the epitome of opthalmological reliability in
the country.

Hamid Ullah and Patwari had undergone
cataract operation and were supposed to be
convalescing. But no, Hamid Ullah contracts
fungal infection in the left eye and is post
haste set apart for a further operation to re-
move his infected eye. On the appointed day,
it is Patwari who is mistaken for Hamid Ullah.
He loses his left eye in an operation which
was quite effortlessly carried out with a never-
look-behind ruthlessness. The feather in the
cap of the lapse was the discharge of the vic-
tim in hot haste without the compensatory
corneal grafting that was reportedly
promised. free of cost. to him.

Minimal professional ethics were thrown to
the winds denying him natural justice in the
form of reparation for his grievous loss.

The above case of mistaken identity illus-
trates the height of the many-layered omis-
sions and commissions’ with which the
Islamia Eye Hospital (IEH) is shot through to-
day. But the day-to-day lapses are serious
enough because these yield the same mind-
boggling result — the loss of eyes. Moved by a
report published in a national daily to
the effect that infected eyes of 25 post-oper-
ative cataract patients were removed at the
IEH. last month alone, we probed further
into the matter. The tally read 12 victims
more from September 1 till-date.

The post-operative complications are being
attributed to differing factors depending on
which side of the fence one is sitting. Our re-
porter's investigative assessment reveals:
some faults in the operation theatre, use of
fungi-infected surgical instruments or acces-
sories and sweepers having carried patients
to and from the operation theatre.

We have three dear-cut suggestions for the
government as well as the board of trustees
for the Islamia Eye Hospital. First, there
should be an on-the-spot inquiry by the
Health Ministry. Secondly, compensations
will have to be paid to the victims. Finally, let
the hospital administration be streamlined.

Enterprising Women

Of the many and diversified programmes
the Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries
Corporation (BSCIC) has taken up, the one
concerning the development of women’s en-

rrcneurship seems to have endless poten-

Already 36,136 women have received
Iﬂans to the tune of Tk 12 crore 41 lakh; and
the small projects in which the money was in- |
vested have employed 89,000 people so far.

What is remarkable is the rate of loan re-

covery. Put at 97 per cent, this can very well -
match the performance of the Grameen I
Bank's credit programme. Now here is a case
that stands in pleasant contrast to the big in-
dustrial loan default and allied problems.
Women have proved that they are better man-
agers of money than their male counterparts. .
Add to this the case for small scale agro-in-
dustries in a country like Bangladesh and we
visualise an economic miracle in the offing.
Sounds like a wishful thinking? Not quite.
Here is a horizon of possibilities where, hap-
pily, different developmental parameters are

actually waiting to be exploited. Women'’s eco-
ent is a necessary condition

theirwnrﬂl it is wise to invest in them rather
than in loan defaulters. Women in this coun-
try have proved quite a few points deserving
to be rewarded for that — and handsomely.
Undoub-tedly, the country as a whole will be
the bene-ficiary of their upliftment.

With women enjoying economic indepen-
dence, the gender gap will be easier to
bridge. So, the Women Entrepreneurship
Develop-ment Programme (WEDP) should be
expanded on an accelerated basis. If for no
other consi-deration, at least for the excellent
performance they have recorded with their
spirit of enter-prise.

Policy Inconsi

Contradictory reports on the incident
notwithstanding, one is clear that there
were troubles involving some coaching cen-
tres in the city. According to some versions,
students ransacked three coaching centres
while other reports pointed out that clashes
ensued after the centre people at-
tacked students demanding return of their °
money they had deposited as coaching fees. -

Without into the merit or otherwise
of the government decision to abolish admis-
sion tests, what we are very much concerned
about at this instant is the administrative

tedness that led to such a chaotic
and confrontational situation. To introduce
any system or to abolish another in the edu-
cation sector is a vitally important decision.
Fiddling with education or resorting to ad-
hocism gives rise to all sorts of problems and
complications. The question-bank and the
admission test episodes are a strong testi-
mony to this.

The problem lies with 'thc administration
which shifts its policies all too frequently

without serving adequate notice on all con-
cerned for the same. To go for a new system
. one must be notified well in advance. Because
of such policy inconsistencies some of the
government moves with merit have failed to
take off. There is no room for playing with po-
licy—whether on education or anything else.
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THE last time | met the
late Pungab chiefl minis-
ler. Beant Singh, was
when | carried a message
that the militants in Punjab
were willing Lo surrender be-
lore human righls aclvists,
provided the government
reviewed the cases of de-
tenue from the days of
Operation Blue Star in 1984
and after Beant Singh
promised to contact me in
two days time but did not.
My meeting with Home
Minister SB Chavan on the
same subject was also to no
avail

The militants had made
no political demand. Nor did
Lthey insist on letting off the
detainees before surrender-
ing. In fact, they conceded
that those who were involved
in violence need not be re-
leased. 5till. the government
kept guiet. Several months
have gone by since

| am not suggesting Lhat
had the offer been accepted.
the tragedy of Beant Singh's
assassination would have
been averted. My point is that
the proposal, if pursued,
might have given a decent
burial to the militancy already
gasping for breath. It would
have been a suitable icing on
Lhe anti-insurgency opera-
tion, a formal finish to a long,
dark chapter of violence and
murder. A few hot headed
would have probably stayed
back, as they have, but the
curtain would have finally
rung on the militancy.

All agitations in Pungjab
have been like an episode,
which has the beginning. the
middle and the end. The
Punjabi Suba stir did not
abate until a Punjabi linguistic
state came into being. The
demand for the recognition
of Punjabi in Gurmukhi seript
continued till it was given an
official status and made

HE fourteen year oid

Yasmin of Dinajpur is a

Joan of Ark of the twen-
tieth century Bangladesh. She
embraced martyrdom at the
hands of some members of
law enforcing a agency while
resisting submission to their
animal desire to violate her.
Following her death the brave
citizens of Dinajpur took to
the sireets, to voice their
protest and anguish and de-
mand punishment of the cul-

prits. The police reacted vio-.

lently and seven protesters
were killed by firing. That
did not bring the brave peo-
ple of Dinajpur to submission

< to the boots. Newspapers fol-

lowed _the developments

closely ‘and exposed the ugly

. side of the story and its vil-

lains.

Before dealing with the
Yasmin case further, I wish to
remind ourselves a few im-
portant t!llngn

The bodies of the bhasha
shaheeds, Salam and Barkat
and others were buried at

A Chat with
Altaf Hussain'

Sir. lkram Sehgal's story
about Altal Hussain published
by your esteemed daily on 31
August makes an interesting
reading. We would however
like to put the record
straight on some observations
made therein. Cases like
Fauzi Kazmi's duty free shops
had formed a part of a

lethora of suits officially

led against Mr Asif Ali
Zardari by the previous gov-
ernment. These were all
dismissed by the courts of
the country. The allegation
tHat lists of Sikh militants
were provided to India by the
first Benazir government also
remains an unsubstantiated
hearsay.

Muhammad Hussain Malik
Minister (Press)
High Commission for
Pakistan

Dhalkoa

Sir, In the interest of the
nation it was hoped that the
law-makers of both the Go-
vernment party (the Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party) and
the opposition parties (the
Awami League., the Jatiya
Party and the Jamaat-e-

- Islami) will be able to come
to an agreement on general

election issue. It was under-
stood that "ethics” perhaps
was not something com-
pletely divorced from law or
jurisprudence. The Oxford
dictionary gives meanings of
"ethics” which are "relating
to morals, treating of moral
questions, science of morals,
moral principles and rules of
conduct and the whole field
of moral sciences”. These
show the relationship be-
tween “law” and “jurispru-
dmne on the one hand and
ics" on the other.
Now | hm great doubts if

the Jatiya Sangsad
*nhnl y after the MPs of
theﬂuunpoﬂthnpnrﬂu

ﬂ gmvtynrd as In war-

" the television

After Beant Singh What?

The dying fringe of militants want attention. The Beant Singh's assassination was meant to get
publicity. They want to give the impression that they still count. They are trying to create scare.

MhmﬁdethMﬂakuwﬂh

compulsory in
throughout the state,
The only movement
which has been hall way. is
the one which the Akali Dal
initiated after Its govern-
ment's dismissal in 1980 and
which took various shapes
The initial demands were:
the integration of Chandigarh
with Punjab, an equitable dis-
iribution of river waters and
the acceptance of the
Ana ur Sahib resolution,
which would entrust defence.
foreign affairs. communica-
tions and one or two more
subjects to the Centre and
the rest to the state The
movement, like other agita-
tions by the Akalis, remained
peaceful and nearly 80,000
went to jail to express

schools

their protest

But somewhere in |'t~1]
the fundamentalists junmped
into the fray and the

Bhindranwale cult of violence
took over. |t was a sirange
spectacle where the moder
ates and the extremists oc-
cupied the same platform but
spoke a different language
The mwoderates were pushed
into the background and the
sword triumphed.

The military operation in
1984 scotched the challenge
but the incipient militancy
went on. The accord between
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
and Harchand Singh
Longowal, then Akall chief —
both are no more — should
have capped the movement.
It did not because the gov-
ernment shied away I[rom
implementing the accord.
The militants were able to

the situation.

The Punjab problem has

been suppressed. not solved.

That finale is still Lo come.
The much-promised package
by Prime Minister Narasimha
Rao is yet to be unwrapped
Since the movement was
sltarted by the Akali Dal.
which also represents the
majority of Sikhs. the party
will have to be associated
with the settlement al some
stage Happily. the Akali Dal
has undergone a change. It
has not only accepted the
leadership of Prakash Singh
Badal. a liberal. but has also
squarely rejected the de-
mand for secession, which

lerence between them and
the Hindus.

The dying fringe of mili
tants want attention The
Beant Singh's assassinalion
was meant to get publicity
They want to give Lhe im
pression that they still count
They are (rying to create
scare, But the mood of an av
erage Punjabi is that of revul-
sion. He is disgusted with
them. And he will fight them
il they ever try to take him
back to the nightmare
through which he want for
more than a decade The

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

the extremists were once
bent upon forcing on the Dal
through the Akal Thakt
(supreme seat of the Sikh re-
ligious order). Some may still
doubt the bona fides of the
party but it has learnt the
lesson.

Those who say that Punjab
may lapse into violence again
are giving vent to their fears
and anxiety. What they do not
seem (o realise is that the
back of militancy has been
broken. The militants are
only a handful now. More
than that, they have no sup-
port in public. The Sikhs
have themselves turned thesr
back upon them. The com-
munity has fought them in
homes and hamlets because
it has realised how it was led
astray in the name of religion.
When it came to murder.
rape or extortion. the Sikhs
witnessed there was no dif-

Akalis have also spoken out
Never before have their lead-
ers been so uneguivocal in
condemning the violence as
they have done after the as
sassination of Beant Singh
The disconcerting part is
the involvernent of some in
siders, who might be quite
high. It was not merely "a se-
curity lapse” as Punjab
Director General of Police,
KPS Gill. has said. It was
complicity, This is what the
N N Vohra report on crimi-
nalisation of politics brought
out in the case of Bombay
blasts. The report pointed
pul that politicians in
Maharashtra and at the
Centre went along with the
criminals knowing well that
what they were doing was
anti-national. The same in-
ference is available in Punjab.
The fact is that the Punjab
police has been penetrated.

How to cleanse the lorce is
the challenge Even other
wise. the reputation of Punjab
police is stained. There is
rampant corruption in its
ranks and it is known for us-
ing extra-legal methods with
impunity The force has got
politicised and criminalised
It can still be retrieved by
putting into practice the rule
of law and accountability. But
the corrective methods are
avoided, lest they should tell
upon the morale of the force
Yet. if they are not adopted
the state may not get outl o
the vicious circle in which it
is caught.
© Gill is a courageous officer
But he seems to be laking
things easy. of late. He has
got involved in several chores
which demand a lot of atten-
tion and time He has to
make up his mind whether
he wants to do the police
work or other jobs. which are
only a digression. He also
needs to shun his way of dis
pensing with rough and
ready’ justice

The real challenge to New
Delhi is from the well-placed
Sikhs abroad. many among
them have been hurt in the
last decade. Indian missjons
abroad have rubbed them or
for that matter the entire
community. on the wrong
side. They also do not know
the real situation in Punjab;
the fundamentalists have
built around them an atmo-
sphere whicli is not real. The
argument that the Punjab
problei is vel to be solved is
unassatlable, But how does a

resolution in the US Senate
lo deny aid to India or a
memorandum [ H) the

Canadian government to de-

"La-warish": When shall it Stop?

by Dr A KM A Quader

ish lash. Lies deceits and dis-
tortion of facts were used in
the government press release
to vilify the cause of the lan-
guage movement and its mar-
Lyrs.

Following the shooting
down of Asad by a police ofii-
cer in 1969, during the great
mass upsurge, the govern-
ment Press Note portrayed
Asad as a dacoil, thug, mug-
ger etc., and more than one

‘crithinal case were

already
lodged against him with his
home police station Shibpur.
Who was shaheed Asad? What
was his family background?
Asad himself was an enlight
ened young student enrolled
at Dhaka University in the
department eof General
History. His father was the
headmaster of Shibpur High
School. One of his brothers
who received his dead body

was then a member of faculty

of Dhaka Medical

The last one is mncemﬂ:l
with members of the family
of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahmnn hls rela-

The other day | hl:ard over
that out of
some 100 bills, only four or
five have become Acts, while
some 96 or 95 are ordi-
nances. If the Jatiya Sangsad
is not lawful because of this
resignation of 147/148 oppo-
sition MPs, | am afraid that
most of these ordinances will
be declared illegal eventually.

In The Daily Star of 30
August, Barrister Syed Ishtiag
Ahmed said that, if politi-
cians wished to rid the na-
tion of the crisis, which again
was their own creation, they
could consult the Supreme
Court. He . conginued
"Through the President, the
Supreme Court can be re-
quested for a reference re-
garding a possible way out
from the crisis the nation is
running through. If the
Supreme Court so wishes it
can give the reference.”
Further, both the govern-
ment and opposition parties
should look for a precedent
from the constitutional his-
tory of the countries where
parliamentary democracy
functions. In the absence of a
solution of the present prob-

‘lem, the country is inevitably

poised for a crisis whose
consequences, | am algaid,
will be deadly for the nation.

Prof M T Hagq
Pallabi, Dhakg

SSC results

Sir. The results of the
SSC Examination of Dhaka
Board have been published
recently and the marksheets
have also been supplied to
Lthe schools. According to the
authorities, this year's results
are much more satisfactory
than those of the past. But
there are some suspicious
things that need to be ex-
plained. Many of the students
found out that their marks in
the ' objective part of the
English second paper exam
were quile poor. This
sorrowful thing has happened
to those students who had

lions and associates mur-
dered in the early morning of
August 15, 1975. Except
Bangabandhu. all those mur-
dered on the day were buried
at Banani graveyard as la-
warish lash.

Making the dead la-warish
who die at the hands of the
law enforcing agencies and,
issul
sach death to cover-up the”
misdeeds has become a tradi-
tion. Let us stop it.

The three police person-
nel who took Yasmin into
their van to take her to
Dinajpur from Dash Mile Mor
(ten mile corner) caused her
death. The thana police of
Sadar thana who recovered
Yasmin's body from road side
att ed to cover up the
death. The doctor who per-
formed the first autopsy on
Yasmin failed professionally
when he had ignored the re-
ality that the rape or al-

tempted rape could have
caused the death of the

AUntrue press netes of

teenager. Finally. declaring
Yasmin “la-warish” and
handing over the body to the
Anjuman-e-Mofidul-Islam for
hurried burial was absolulely
brutal. When the people of
Dinajpur came out in thou-
sands on streets, tp protest
Yasmin's death, the Deputy
Commissioner along with the

magistrates and superinbean:
dent of police decided o an -

force law and order in a
colonial style that reminds

-one of the Jalianwala Bagh

incident. The police were out
in strength and number to
hide the crime of their col-
leagues and to break tLhe
morale of the protesting cili-
Zens.

Let us now turn our alten-
tion to the Press Note issued
on Yasmin. It was no excep-
tion to other such press
notes. Even if in the eyes ol
the police personnel, Yasmin
was a "bhashoman patita”. are
the police personnel in

given their objective tests of
English second paper in the
'Set B' question. Later en. it
wils also found that these an-
swerees secured nol more
than 38 marks in that very
paper. This seems quile sus-
picious, because Lhis hap-
pened not only in case ol the
ordinary students. but meri-
lorious students also fell prey
Lo it. Some of the students
who gained places in the
meril list also had this mis-
[ortune.

The Board aulhorities
claim that the fault of the
students to fill up the circles
properly in the answer
sheets is responsible for this.
But if it were really so, it
should have affected their
marks in the objective part of
the other papers too, which
did not actually happen. In all
other papers, they have got
B0 per cent, even 100 per
cent marks. On the other
hand, those who had the
good luck to have had given
their English tests in sets A,
C or D, seem to have quite
easily scored 50 out of 50 in
most of the cases. This
arouses suspicion of the stu-
dents who have suffered the
grievous circumstance. It is
suspected that some sort of
fault in the computer pro-
grammes that checked out
the answer sheets is respon-
sible.

Quite the same thing hap-
pened in case of the students
of Cox's Bazar district. At
first, they were shocked to
find out that they had all got
plucked for having failed in
the same subject. But later
on. on the protest of the stu-
dents, Comilla Board rec-
hecked their answer sheets
and corrected the fault,
which made the students to
pass. Some of them even had
their place in the merit list.
The incident that had
occurred in case of Dhaka
Board seféms to be the same
as the one mentioned above.
is mischief can lead the
‘a student to ruins be

the Government! has

life
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recenltly decided Lthat stu-
dents should be. admitled

into higher educational insti-
tutions on the basis ol the
marks secured in the SSC
and HSC exams. And in these
days of competition, even one
mark means a lot. So, this
little’ thing can affect the
future of a student very badly.
As the future citizens of the
nation, we, the students,
demand an exact explanation
to this. We also demand a so-
lution to this problem as
quickly as possible.

Jarir. Apu. Mitun, Nipu and
others on behalf of the
affected students.

City problems

Sir, The letter from Mr
Kazi Nasim Ahmed in your 5
September issue was a timely
one.lt is true that we have
enough of our own talents to
solve most of the problems
facing our beautiful city to-

In addition to the points
suggested by Mr Ahmed. |
would like your esteemed
readers to consider the fol-
lowing: a) Establish parking
meters on the commercial
areas and busy roads. b}
Prohibit parking of all cars
strictly during office hours in
the busy centres and com-
mercial areas, c¢) Construct
multistoried car parks in and
around busy and commercial
areas Lo provide car parking
on payment, d) Enhance reg-
istration fees road tax and
motor vehicle tax etc in line
with cost of road mainte.
nance and development, e}
Ensure repair. road cutting,
surfacing and holding politi-
cal meetings aflter office
hours. f) Ensure justice and
equal enforcement of legal
provisions to all citizens irre
spective of position, cadre
and party affilidtion

These, | am sure will go a
long way to reduce the traffic
jarmns’ in Dhaka City

A N A H Siddigui
Motijheel C/A Dhaka

Bangladesh allowed by the
law to make sindecent ad-
vances to a "bhashoman

patita’? And i she dies in
this process. could she be
declared "La-warish™?

In order to honor the soul
and body of Yasmin and the
sacrifices and bravery of the
citizens of Dinajpur let there

thcir van !'rnm Dash Hllt
Mor; bl the sadar thana po-
lice personnel who recovered
Yasmin's body and prepared
the "surat hal” report; ¢} the
doctor who conducted the
first autopsy on Yasmin: dj
the personnel who declared
Yasmin "La-warish” and pro-
cessed related papers: e) the
Superintendent of Police, the
Deputy Commissioner and
the concerned magistrates
dor Lhe death of seven citl

zens of Dinajpur while
protesting Yasmin's death; f)

nounce 1he
Punjab?

e various governments
i1 New Delhi have made sev-
vral mistakes. which have
alienated the bulk of the
community. But they are the
nustakes of the governments,
whether headed by Indira
Gandhi or Rajiv Gandhi. not
ol the country or the Indian
people The Akalis have be-
gun to appreciate the differ-
entiation. The Sikhs abroad
should also be explained
through arguments and sym-
pathy

country

help

The crux of the problem is
how serious the Akalis are in
fighting the extremists. Some
imong them have the lever-
age to influence the militants
or bring the recalcitrant be-
fore the Akal Thakt If Giani
Zail Singh. Surjit Singh
Barnala or Buta Singh could
be ousted from the Panth,
why not the militants? The
Akatis will have to work hard
to gain credibility because
they have wandered into
thickets of communalism and
¢ hauvintsm far too long.

Congress still has an ad-
vantage because Beant Singh,
despite the corruption of “his
ministers and misdeeds of
his grandsons, is associated
with t(he f{inishing of mili-
tancy. The Akali Dal changed
later. not before. Badal is
gaining the confidence of the
Hindus Yet. he cannot go far
il he approaches them
through the Bhartiya Janata
Party. He must contact them
directly But what will win
him their support is the con-
fidence that he is out to elim-
inate the fundamentalistic
vlements in the Akali Dal.
The ethos of Punjab is plural-
isinn. The extent to which
Badal can strengthen it will
be his sirength and that of
tle state.

the people who once more
made two citizens killed in
police firing “la-warish” and
hid their bodies; g} the offi-
cials who dictated, drafted
and issued the untrue press
note;: and h) the Home .
Secretary and Inspector
General of Police for evading
responsibilities for every-
thing that happened Iin
Dinajpur following Yasmin's
death.

Far the futyre and for all
our sake, let us institute a
"Citizens' Commission” (D ex-
amine the processes of issu-
ing of government Press Note
and declaring our cilizens
“la-warish”. Let us make an
honest effort to establish
truth in our life, in the gov-
ernment and in our thoughts
and perceptions. Let there be
no need for press note, let
there be no more "la-warish
leish™

The writer is a professor
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in demand.

commaodity.

alert.

Rabbit told me. ™

Liddy."

Radio Hate

N ordinary times a civil
Fuhrman would be considered a non-commercial

But these are not ordinary times, and bigots are much

As soon as the Fuhrman tapes were released. vice
presidents of many of our hate radio talk shows went on

Rabbit Warren of WSICK was one of the first to try to get
through to Fuhrman. The line was always busy.
he man is a natural for a talk show.
He has personal problems with everyone,
race, color or creed. The phones will light up when he
does his ethnic number, and heaven knows what the rat-
ings will be when he tells his audience how to get confes-
sions out of blind people with seeing-eye dogs.”

"Guys like Fuhrman don't come along every day.”

"If nothing else, he could become another Gordon

Mark

libertarian like

regardless of

I said

L M—

"Bigger than Gordon Liddy. Fuhrman will appeal to ev-
ery right-wing crazy in the country. There is a huge audi-
ence out there that has difficulties with African Americans,
Hispanics and Jews. They really look up to a talk show hosi
who's beat the hell out of someone in a police station
basement. Advocating torture can raise a programme s
Nielsen ratings. [ want to talk to Fuhrman before the other
shows get to him. He would be perfect for the 6-to-10
morning spot when people are driving to work. They'd
love to know what it was like (o use a chokehold on
Buddhist monks."

I said, "Talk radio has changed a lot since Arithur

Rabbit replied. "You don't create an audience by telling
people how to grow green lomatoes. Audiences are dying
to hear Fuhrman's thoughts on policewomen, not to men
tion the homeless whom the cops use as punching bags
because they are ripping off the government. The ratings
skyrocket if you keep saying that you want to sock some-
one in the nose "

"It looks like Fuhrman is going to make a few bucks by
being a mudslinger " | told Rabbit.

“If 1 sign him, I'm going to offer T shirts with bloody
gloves painted on them. We'll also have baseball cards fea
turing the swollen faces of the people he has arrested I'm

| -
“Is that more thag Gordon Liddy gets’”
"Yes, but Liddy i tired act by comparison Fuhrman is
still enjoying his 15 minutes of fame

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndwate and
I/NB

willing to offer Fuhrman a million dollars to go on the '
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