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Beijing Decl

aration Friday

ﬁﬁmu&sowwhmmmn,

sexual rights

BELJING, Sept 13: With
less than two days to resolve
their disputes. negotiators al
the UN women's conlerence
ran into sharp division over
human and sexual rights (o
day, reppris AP

Late in the day. [resh
blems arose over a 'Bei
Peclaration” to crown

the Fourth World Conference
onn Women. with some Wes-
tern delegates fearing it
would water down the gains
made for women at the
conference.

But China was believed tn
be anxious lor the prestige ol
a document carrying the
name ol its capital, alongside
the Platform of Action, which
will spell out a new deal for
women in the 21st century.

Argentina led resistance
o a sentence in the platformn
that urges governiments to
"take action to ensure that
women's sexual and repro-
ductive rights are fully
recognised and respected.’
participants said.

"They're still far apart. so
there's no resolution.” said
Geolfrey Knox of the New
York-based International Wo-
men's Health Coalition.

Separately. defining P
man rights continued to be-
devil the conterence,

Sape texts have passed
the necoliabing commiliees
e o new chilliculties arose
todiny onver o o sentence calling
lor "ol respect lor the vard

ous religions and ethical val
uwes. oultural background and
phitosophical convicetions ol
All tts people and in confor
ity with all human rights
aed hundaimmental freedoms.

This phrase is opposed by
liberais as attaching relative
values (o rights they consider
Ve sl

As o corproniise. Namibia
proposed adding a reaffirma
uon ol past LN declarations.
sqaicd Do Sulbivan, a Wa-
shington. [X° based human
rights lobbyist

Sullivan,. who artended the
¢losed-door meeting. saild
Namibia s i‘“n'll:lrﬂlﬁiﬂ-f‘ Wi s
stupported by Brazil Ghana,
Cuba., Canada. South Africa,
New Zealand, Colombia, Me
xieo Aarnd Bolivia,

Impasse
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ning for more hartals but the
dates were vet to be finalised.
"This will depend on the
fovernment s role as regards
our planned 72 hour coun
irywide agitation from
September 167, he said.
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When his attention was
drawn to the reports carried
out by some newspapers
stating that the operating
company planned to with-
draw flollowing the “illegal”
interference by him. Mannan
straightway dismissed il say-
ing "Interference is inevitable
when it concerns saving the
national exchequer.”

Despite requests made by
this correspondent to the
acting ral manager of
the hotel, K S Alam, to know
the view of the SOMC, he ex-

his "Inability” saving,
"l can not say anything. [ you
want to know anything you
better contact the senior
vice president of the SOMC",
who is based in Hong Kong.

During last 10 years, the
SOMC incurred a loss of Tk
1.1 crore on a sale of Tk 196
e¢rore.” BCL recently invested
TX 42 ‘crore for the expan-
sion work of the hotel by the
BSL and increase in sales,
said the state minister.

Before SOMC took over
the BSL earned a net profit of
Tk 13.2 crore in a turnover
Tk 56.3 crore over a period
of 10 years. Under Lhe
OBcurrent management rose
to Taka 1960 million during
last 10 years, according to
the interim report of the
probe commiitee, formed to
investigate anomalies in the
hotel management by the
ministry.

Asked if the performance
of the Hotel Intercontinental
was "so efficient.” why did
the government signed a
contract with the new com-
pany. the state minister said:
"t was during the Ershad
regime when the manage-
ment was handed over to the
present company with an un-
even agreement forgeiting
the national interest.”

The Hotel Intercontinen-
tal authority asked for a
revision of management fee
from 17,5 per cent of the
total revenue to 20 per cent
which the then government
refused to increase while the
current company is taking on
an average 60 to 80 per cent
of the total revenue as
management fee. So. that is
one of the reasons as to why
the agreement is biased
towards the SOMC, he added.

Tea output
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duee 54 million kgs. tea this
year. In the previous vear it
recorded a production of 53
million kgs, Tea Board
sources said.

Nasiruddin informed that
the tea gardens had suffered
an estimated loss of over Tk
two crore due to such natural
calamities in Chittagong only.
An overwhelming majority of
the Lea gardens are located in
the greater Sylhet district.

General Manager of a
British-owned company,
. James Finlay. Qamrul Islam
- Chowdhury told this corre-
' spondent that production of
tea in his company's gardens
has recorded a 31 per cent
fall this season compared
with the previous years.
hiu‘:ng the period from

to August 5 this year

James Finlay, a leading ﬁa-
ducer, produced 3.45 mil-
Hon kgs of tea as against 4.97
million kgs during the corre-
wdin‘ period of 1994
N target of production this
year is 12 million kgs. But it
s our ill-luck that we faced a
lllwulght whi.-ch forced down

n,” he said.

Hl-'_lnfnmmd that Tk 32
crore were pumped into the
20 gardens of Finlay to raise
e yield.

Sheraton contract

Barrister A R Yusuf was
then the special assistant to
the President in charge of
the Minisiry of the Civil
Aviation and Tourism.

The two member probe
committee earlier formed by
the government identified
five reasons for the down-
ward trend in the hotel's bal-
ance sheet. "uneven” agree-
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Krupa Sindhu Bhoi thanks Indian Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao after being sworn
in as Minister of State at the presidential palace in New Delhi yesterday.
. — AFP/UNB phote

activists resign

ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY,
Kushtia, Sept 13: Some 40
leaders and workers of
Islamic University JCD unit
tocdlay resigned from the or-
ganisation after an intra-party
conllict on the campus, re-

ports UNB,
( Wwas @isclosed at a press
lerence at Islamic Uni-
u'rslw (IU) Press<Corner this

- allernoon. organised by the

laction led by former 1U-unit
. JCD President Mirja Walid
Hossain. The announcement
came lollowing the posipone-
ment ol JCD cenference at
Zlaur Ratman Mall of the
university on Tuesday.

Rival JCD-faction led by
Mohammad Ali, has report
edly postponed the confer

. ence amidst strong support

ment; emplovment of "in-
competent and corrupt
expatriates” by the SOMC:
taking “"undue” [inancial |

benefit by the SOMC; lack of
supervision by the BSL over
the SOMC management; and
corruption of some BSL offi-
cers in connivance with some
SOMC oflicials, official sour-
ces disclosed.

ol Mirfja Walid Hossain in the Minisiers.

Hall.

Ex-AL MP Shankar
Chy dead

Awami League leader.
freedom fighter and former
MP Sree Shankar Gobinda
Chowdhury died at the

' Combined Military Hospital

| Tuesday night.

According to the sources, '

the SOMC did not submit any
voucher for Tk 12 crore
spent for the hotel's refur-
bishing during the last
SAARC suminit., despite re-
peated reminders by the
managemert.

The probe committee also
found that the hotel authori-
ties have rented a space in
the hotel premises to a for-
eign institution at the 35 per
square feet and took Tk one
crore without permission of
the BSL. while the cost-ef-
fective rate was Tk 44,
sources said.

It is also learnt that the
Unicef and Asian Develop-
ment Bank has already
offered a rate of Tk 55 and
Tk 57 per square feet
respectively.

According to sources, the
probe committee in its in-
terim report mentioned of
several personnel who, ac
cording to the report. were
involved in corruption.

The report noted that de- |
spite repeated reminder by

the BSL to hire a chartered
account as finance controller,
the SOMC promoted a person
who reportedly fled away
from the country, alter
charge was brought againsit
him, said the sources.

IAF jet
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pervisory operalions.
A senior Home Ministry

oflicial said the Indians have
been given

He was 67,
reports UNB.

‘Late Shankar Chowdhury
was elected Member of
Parliament in 1970, '73 and
'91. He was also a Governor-
designate of Nalore districi
in 1975.

He was the president of
Natore district Awami League
and a member of the party's
National Committee,

Shankar Chowdhury was
thrice elected chairman of
Natore pourashava.

He left behind his wile,
four daughters and a host of
relatives.

47 bags of urea
seized: One held

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Sept 13: Police
seized 47 bags of urea fertil-
izer and arrested dealer
Mozammel Haq of Hizla
Bandar today. Police said the
dealer tried to sell the fertil-
izer in blackmarket,

A

| Rao expands cabinet
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NEW DELHI. Sept
Witli an eve on elections nm:t
year. [I'rime Minister P V

Narasimbia Rao expanded” his
Calbinet Wednesday with 13
new iemnbers. giving his
governiment more regional
balance and voter appeal, re-
ports AP,

The Cabinet shuffle was
designed 1o give a revitalized
image lo Rao's government,
which suflered losses in key
slates in local elections in
the lasl year,

The ministers were sworn
in by President Shanker
Daval Sharma at the presi-
dential palace.

Regional bosses of Rao's
Congress Party were given
seais in the Union Council ol
which now in-
cludes more than 70 full cab
inet members and junior
ministers ol state.

No changes were imme-
diately announced in the ma-
jor positions of foreign, [i-

1LNCeE Or {ﬂmmerfe minis-

Manzur murder
From Page 1

Upon a government prayer
for early hearing ol Lthe rule
yesterday the division bench
of the HC, comprising
Justice - Mohammad Moza-
mmel Hoque and Justice
Mohammad Nurul Islam,
fixed the matter for hearing
today.

Earlier on September 12
Justice Mohammad Abdur
Rouf the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court in his
chamber allowed the gov-
ernment prayer for with-
drawal of the petition praying
for stay of the HC order.

The same division bench
on August 30 ordered stay of
the said proceedings and is-
sued a rule upon the govern-

‘'ment to show cause as to why

the said proceedings should

Irmtbcsetasklc.

Deputy Attorney General
AFM Hasan Ayrif placed the
government prayer before
| the court.

ters. Rao did not say whether
he would give up the defense
portfolio he has held lor 1wo

: imuu;—.: those inducted
were three loyalists ol the
late VPrime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi. whose assassination
in 1991 brought Rao the
leadership ol the Congress

Party,
Hasin:

From Page
the Awami League president

said the people had lost their
confidence in this govern-
ment.

The ruling party has cap-
tured all ratic institu-
tions of the country and
made public life intolerable
through widespread corrup-
tion. misrule, peoliticisation
and terrorism. she told the

professionals.
“The Prime Minister is
speaking about the

Constitution,” Hasina said and
asked: Which section of the
Constitution admits her (PM)
to announce resignation 30
days ahead of the election?

Among others, Dr Abu
Hena, Dr Zahirul Huq, Dr

Abdur Razzak and Dr Kazi

Shahidul Alam addressed the
function.

' . caqe
B'baria killing
From Page |

The lirst autopsy was
tlone at the Brahmanbaria
Sadar Hospital.

An  investigation ollicer
visited the spot today and
interrogated some witnesses.
He also interrogated the four
accused policemen: SI
Sanwar Hossain and consta-
bles Abul Hossain., Abdul
Mannan and Mostasin Al
yesterday.

Awami League held a
meeting at the District Bar
Council premises to protest
the killing. The meeting was
addressed by Pouroshabha

Chairman Al Mamun Sarkar |

and other local AL leaders.

District AL president Syed
‘Sirajul Islam presided.
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lients whose eves have been
removerd.
Some of Lthe patients told
this correspondent that doc-

" tors told them in orivate that

the fungal infection was

_ cansed due to "some faults at

the necessary

permission to investigate the

wreckage and take away
whatever portions they want
to lake.

"The permission has been

given as parl of normal prac-
lee and as per international |

convention,” he said.

The Indian side has pro-
pased 1o bring in a wrecker
and two lorries Lo transport
only ‘vital parts' of the
crashed Mig-21, the official
added. The vital parts include
Lthe black box.

The Mig-21 ook off [rom
Bagdogra air force base-situ-
ated aboul ten kilometres
from Bangladesh territory,
opposite Panchagar district.
According to informed sour-
ces. the airbase occupies a
strategic position being lo-
cated near the
neck” ol
(‘hinese border.

caught fire during flight and

the lone pilot managed to bail |

out safely within their terri-
tory while the plane crashed
within one kilometre of
Bangladesh border. The
wreckage of the plane was
found by villagers after it re-
portedly exploded and fell at

. village Omorkhan of Dha-

kkamara union of Panchagrah
district. Three Bangladeshis
were injured in the incident.

Following the crash,
meeting were held between
the BDR and the BSF,

"‘northern |
Bangladesh and the |
| tients, then all the hospitals

Indian officials said that |
the engine of the aircraft |

did not demand any . . . i

the operation theatre.”

Justifying the high inci-
dence of fungal inlection, Dr
Mustlalizur Rahman said, "in
Lhe harvesting seasons the
fungus infections are usually
high." "Humid weather also
contributes to high rate of
such infections'.

" According 1o him,
per cent fungal infection
cases are considered normal
evern i the Wesitern world.”

When questioned whether
removal of eyes of one per
cent of such patients are
considered normal, he said,
"l do not know ..."

When asked about com-
pensation to those ill-fated
people Dr Mustafiz said, ~

not our fault.”

Some leading eye special-
ists of the city when con-
tacted by this correspondent
contradicted Dr Rahman's
contention.
and the harvesting season are
to be blamed for the increas-
ing number of fungal pa-

would have had high inci-
dences of similar cases," they

. argued. "Instead of making

lame excuses, the authorities

' there should have taken extra

precautions, checking- and
rechecking the equipments
at the operation theatre,”
they observed.

“This Is one of the worst
records in the history of
opthalmology.” said one lead-
ing eye specialist requesting
anonymity. "Even one per
cent of such cases is too
much and undesirable,” the
other expert added.

Some nurses requesting

"one

"If the weather

Eyes of 12 pauents removed |

anonymity confided to ‘the
correspondent, "Infectious
eyes are being removed every
day in the hospital.”

Banesa Begum  of
Kamrangir Char, under Lal
Bagh Thana of Dhaka district
is lving on Bed no. 4 of

Blinded by
. mistake’
By Staff Correspondent

Abdul Hamid Patwari lost
his lell eve as doctors at the
Islamia Eve Hospital took
him to be Hamid Ullah and
removed il. Patwari was
promised a corneal grafting
free ol cost but was dis-
charged later without it.

Both Patwari and Hamid
Lllah had undergone cataract
operations. Lelt eye of Hamid
Ullah was to be removed on
August 20 for [ungal infec-
tion. But the authorities mis-

takenly removed the eye of
Patwari.
Later he was promised a

corneal grafting and free
treatment in the hospital,
said his son Liton,

Patwari complained of
lonse molion and wanted
medicine ifree ol cost. But it
was not given when he in-
sisted, he was given a
"Discharge slip," Liton told
this correspondent.

When contacted. the hos-
pital authorities refused to
make any comment in this
regard. Liton told this corre-
spondent he will go for legal
action against the hospital au-
thorities.

Shishu Ward in the Islamia
Eye Hospital after removal of

~ her fungus-infected right eye.

Her daughter Nurunnahar,
while talking to this corre-
spondent said, "the doctors

- remnoved her eye on Sunday

last.”

Nurunnahar said her
mother underwent cataract
operation in the hospital on
August 7 and was released
after four days' observation.
But her eye got swollen only
on the third day of her re-
lease from the hospital and
she also complained of pain.
Subsequently she was read-
mitted to the hospital, the
daughter added.

The doctors informed us
that the eye has to be re-
moved only one day before
the operation although we
are here for more than 20
days,” she lamented. The
doctors however sympathised
saying, "what can we do,
when it is written in your
fate.”

Nurunnahar could not
produce the hospital docu-
ments regarding her moth-
er's treatment there. “These
have been seized by the
hospital authorities." This
was also complained by
others whom this correspon-

dent approached.

A frail looking Banesa |

Begum, was lying in her bed.

totally unmoved and de-’

pressed, while this corre-
spondent was tafking to her
daughter.

The atmosphere in the
‘wards where these patients
have been kept are not upto
the mark in any standard. A

common allegation is that the |

staff members do not seem to

be well trained and often are |

rude to the patients. Some
even alleged that the sweep-
ers carry the patients to and
from the operation theatre.
Some of the patients and
their attendants were found a
bit scared talking to this cor-
respondent. Some
not to print anything about
their patients till the time
they are discharged from the
hospital. “"We are tied up.’
commented one,

5 hurt by toll
collectors on
DMCH campus

a consiruction firm were in-
jured as they tried to resist a
group of extortionisis at the
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) campus yes-
terday.

Hospital sources said that
the extortionists had been

per cent oif the Taka 19
crore. contract for consiruc-

Imhng centre.

o

Coaching centres

From
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students attacked another

According to informed
sources, trouble was

coaching centres since the
autheorities decided that ad-
mission to the country's uni-

versities and would
be on the basis SSC and
HSC marks.

The government on

September 7 announced the
decision to change the ad-
mission system, apparently in

view of the mushroom
growth of coaching centres
that were taking large

amounts as fees from the
students intending to get
them admitied into the col-
leges and universities for
higher studies.

Many students who ap-
peared in the HSC examina-
tion this year (results of
which are still awaited) al-
ready paid up to Taka 3500
per head per unit to different

Imchtng centres for admis-

sion into
medical

the universities,
and engineering

Hedlcg:n.

Petrol pump,
vehicles
utted

rom Our
Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Sept 13:
A petrol pump. several vehi-
cles and a tea stall were gat-
tedd in a devastating fire at
Chashara tonight.

The lire. reportedly origi-
nating from a bomb explosion
at 8-30 pm., engulfed a tank

ing unloaded at the petrol
pump. The blaze spread to

nearby areas quickly.
Two microbuses. two pri-

15 rickshaws, parked in and
around the Prantik Filling
Station were also burnt.

Fire Brigade personnel
brought the blaze under con-
trol at 9.15 pm.

By DMCH Correspendent
Al least five employees of

demanding Irom the firm two

tion ol an extension building
of the hospital Being refund.

between the students and the

lorry from which oil was be-

vale cars, two mini-buses and

© e e e
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Grenade strikes US
embassy in Moscow

MOSCOW . Sept 13 Rusgia placed its security forces in
Moscow on high aleri 1oday after a rocket-propelled
grenade siruck the |'S embassy in the city cenire, a
spokesman for the secunity services said. A High alert al-

lows the (roops (o bal
The spokesman

i1y wehicle and enter any building.
quated by Interfax news agency, said

such incwdents are no joke=-this is an act of international

LerrForsn,  reports AP

New fertiliser factory
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athers. Energy Secretary
Faisnr Razzak amed € hairien

of VPetrobangla. Power
Development ard and
Dhaka Electric Supply
Auithority

A 26-member commitiee
headed by the Energy

Secretary prepared the pol-
icy as rﬂ'; government deci-
sion 1993 1o ensure
proper clphr-ﬂnn produc-
tion, distribution and rational
use of energy to meet the

growing demand for emergy

in the country.
Explaining the olpectives

of the policy the energy min-
ister said, "the power utilities

would be gradually trans-
ferred to corporate menage-
ment for operation on com-
mercial basis.”

The poliey also fixed allo-
cation of gas. which is the
major source of Bangladesh's
energy sector, for different
sectors in the lollowing pro-
portions: 45 to 50 per cent of
the total gas production will
be supplied for power gener-
ation, 25-27 per cent for fer-
tiliser production. 13-18 per
cent for industry and 8 to 10
per cent for commercial and
domestic use. In 1993, 49.7
per cent gas was allocated for
power generation. 8.3 per
cent for industry and 8.1 for
commercial and domestic
use, the minister said.

The. pricing of different
kinds of fuel will be deter-
mined on commercial basis.
If user has to be subsidised,
the government will properly
compensate the utility agen-
cles.

The policy stressed the
need for setting up a database

sis of extensive surveys.

To improve management
of gas system, the policy sug-
gests setting up a national gas

grid. privatising some gas

fields and prioritising the
western regions of the coun-
try in case of fresh discovery
of gas reserves. Presently, the
eastern part of the country
consumes most of the gas
outputs.

According to the policy
recommendations for man-
agement of petroleum fuel
private investors will build up
their own infrastructure hav-

| ing pipcth: storage and dis-

tribvution system and the au-
thorities would gradually pri-
valise petroleum import, re-
fining and marketing.

A coal marketing company
might be set up in the future.
The policy also stressed en-
ergy conservation and envi-
ronmental considerations.

To improve the energy
supply in the western region
the policy suggesis several
steps including providing ad-
ditional advantages for oil and
gas exploration and develop-
ment in the area and suppiy-
ing LPG thereby setting up
new pipeline.

At least 20 per cent of the
producing gas wells will be

kept as emergency reserve.

Dinajpur rally
From Page 1

warnied ol a vigorous agﬂlﬂlm-
if any action was taken
against anybody centering the
incidents that took place
frosm August 24 to 30,

Meanwhile, the speakers
at a gathering of women at
the Dinajpur Institute pre-
mises demanded resignation
of the Home Minister and
dismissal from service of the
Deputy Commissioner and
the Police Superintendent of
Dinajpur.

Speaking on the cecasion,

Sharifa Khatun, mother of
Yasmin, with tears in her
eyes said, "] want trial of the

killers of my child."

Presided over by
Meherunnesa Chhabi, the
rally was also addressed by Dr
Laila Khan of Ain-O-Salish
Kendra. Khushi Kabir of
Nijera Kari. Advecate Habi-
bunnesa and Advocate
Khaleda Khatun.

They demanded publica-
tion of the report of the in-
quiry committee.

Opposition
From Page 1

yesterday at the Bangabandhu
Avenue in the city and Jamaat
held a rally at the north gate
of- the Baitul Mukarram
mosque. They also brought
Oul separate processions.

The three parties will
bring out torch processions
al ward levels in the city to-
day and centrally from sepa-
rate venues in the city to-
MOTTOW.
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