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Jordan won't seal its Serbs under Er_essure on two fronts |

border with Iraq - Croat forces <. iure Serb-held
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0 O
MQM won't share power
with government

ISLAMABAD, Sept 13 Karachi late Tuesday. said,

AMMAN, Sept 13: sending food medict Pakistan's ethnic-based “We have no lust for power "
Hu-ﬂ.uu maibid ObL s Coeaen s petiniied vinde Mohajir Quami Movement The MQM wanted the issues
oo P seal dordan s v e '!'N sneiions Chm Of (MOM) has ruled out power- resolved and grievances set-
o der with tray w e g L Bath woiuent would also sharing with the government tied
on President baddam Hu L‘nnunur to buy oil from Iraq.

ssein but hoped Iragis would
see a new era of freedom and

human rights, reports
Reuter.
"Let me say very, very

‘¢Marly that when | speak of

the lraqi people and their
suffering | mean suffering re-
gardiess of whether it is ex-
fernally induced or internally
brought about.” he told re

porters.

% The news conference,
held because of a visit by
Spanish Prime Minister
Felipe Gonzalez. was his first
since a speech in August that

‘marked a dramatic shift away

from his erstwhile ally Sa-
ddam.
However.” the king re-

‘peated his position he would

not close the border —Iraq's
only dependable access to
the outside world — and
Jordan would continue

which has been Jordan's sole
supplier since Saudi Arabia
cutl off shipments in Septem
ber 1990 because of King
Hussein's refusal to back the

anti-Saddam coalition 1o
drive lIragi troops Irom
Kuwait.

Jordanians were surprised
this August when the King
welcomed high-level defec-
tors from Iraq and then re
peated the US position thal
UN sanctions imposed on
Iraq for its invasion of Kuwait

would not be lifted without
major internal changes in

lraq.

Jordanian businessmen
who sell an estimated 400
million dollars of goods tao
Iraq in exchange for its oil
have feared losing both pre-
sent and future markets that
mutd emerge after sanctions

| IBERIEFLY

Peres-Arafat meet likely today:

Israveli FForeign

Minister Shimon Peres and PLO Ifﬂ.d‘ﬂ'

Yasser Aritat will probably meet on Thursday to try to clear
sobstacles blocking expansion of Palestinian self-rule, an

SARAJEVO, Sept 13: The
Bosnian Serbs were under
pressure on two fronts as
NATO kept up relentless air
slrikes and Croat forces

¢latmed to have captured
strategic chunks of Bosnia
[rom the Serbs, reports
Hevter.

NATO warplanes bombed
numerous Serb targets on
Tuesday and US Defence
Secretary William Perry said
the alliance's air strikes had
now virtually destroyed Serb
air defences

Within a few days, NATO
aircraft will be able to fly with
impunity over any Bosnian

Serh space. provided they are

tving high enough that they
are not subjected to ground
lire from manned portable
systems.” Perry said in a US
lelevision interview

As Russia — the Serbs’

only major power friend —
stepped up its pressure and
rhetoric for a halt to the
NATO bombing. the United
States took steps to ease
Moscow's concern about the
air strikes.

But US President Bill
Clinton rejected Russian
charges that the two-week-
old NATO campaign had
threatened the Serbs with
genocide.

“There has been no geno-
cide there”. Clinton told re-
porters in Washington.
"There has been an extraor-
dinary amount of care and
discipline, with firmness and

sirength. and they (the air
raids)] were appropriately
tlone.”

Croatian television said

Bosnian Croat troops had in-
flicted a new battlefield de-
leat on the Serbs by captur

ing 1.500 sq km (580 sq
miles| of territory in western
Bosnia. including the town of
Sipovo, the mountain pass of
Mliniste and the peaks of
Demirovac and Vitorog,

As NATO aircraft attacked
Serb military positions
around Sarajevo and in east-
ern Bosnia, the Western al-
Hance said it had expanded
its target list since it started
the raids on August 30 in a
bid to break the Serb siege of
Sarajevo and other UN-des-
ignated "safe areas.’

~ NATO planes bombed Serb

ammunition dumps at
Vogusca just northwest of
Sarajevo. causing explosions
that rattled windows in the
Bosnian capital.

Serbia s Fresident
Slobodan Milosevic met
European Union envoy Carl
Bildt in Belgrade and said

NATO's action was fostering
war, not peace. Bildt goes to
Croatia on Wednesday .

Meanwhile, the United
Nations confirmed today that
Bosnian Croat and Muslim
lorces supported by the regu-
lar Croatian army made large
gains against Serbs in central
and western Bosnia, inchud-
ing the town of Donji Vakuf.

“In ceniral Bosnia the
Croatian army., Boanian Croat
forces (HVO), and Bosnian
government forces jointly
made considerable gains. [t
would appear that the city of
Donji Vakuf has fallen to
these forces.” UN special en-
voy Yasushi Akashi told re-
porters.

Akashi also confirmed that
the mainly Muslim Bosnian
army made significant ad-
vances in the north.

Asrueli otliciul said en Tuesday, Reuter reports from
Jernsalens

She sand thie meeting in the Egyptian resort of Taba,
arigittally scheduled for yesterday was postponed because

negotiators were still working pmpﬂsats to bridge the gaps
between the (wo sides.

Dalai Lama to call on Al Gore:

The Dalal Lama. the exiled Buddhist leader who won a
Nobel Peace Prize for his non-violent advocacy of self-rule
for Tibet, will call Wednesday on Vice President Al Gore.
AP reports trom Washington,

President Clinton received the Tibetan spiritual and

proditien! teader during two previous visits te Washington
S appessesd 1o be avoiding disapproval of China this time
§ 1 -gu';-.p. ned Lo orritate already raw relations.

- 'ﬂu! leurﬁl Pm:.r of ﬁtm’ier Frank Mnna

‘R bestow,

Libya expels Palestinians to

: 14 militants killed in Algeria:

Algerian security forces Tuesday killed a group of 14

. armed .1slamic militants in a day long fight on height

overlooking Algiers, officials said, warning that the toll

4 from the battle could go higher, AFP reports from Algiers.

The announcement came after witnesses in the area
reported heavy gunfire near the residential district of El
Biar on the heights of Algiers. Officials said the 14

members of a “dangerous terrorist group” — the standard
term for Islamic fundamentalists - had been operating in,
the Casbah Bab—eiﬂued El Biar am:l Bourzareah districts of

th?ncasy

victory in Monday's provincial elections in New Brunswick
official resulis released Tuesday showed. AFP reports from
Frederitcion. Canada.

McKnenna who has led the government in the Atlantic

| “province since 1987 and is one of Canada’s most popular

premiers said the outcome of the vote would give has team
new impetus in reviving the province's economy.

Perry tovisitCEunrgg.Ammub
tary

defence official savs Defence Secre will travel o
Central Europe this month to discuss "the security of the
region as a whole" and not to focus on issues associated

“with NATO expansion. USIS reports from Washington.

Perry departs for Europe on September 15 and will
travel to Slovenia, Slovakia, the Czech Republic., and

Hungary.
Murayama, Fahd hold talks :
Japanese Minister Tomiichi Murayama and King

Fahd of Saudi Arabia held talks in Jeddha, Saudi Arabia on

_the Arab Israeli pedee process and on Japan's oil imports,

official sources said yesterday, AFP reports from Jeddah.
Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince, Abdallah Ibn Abdel Aziz,

and Interior Minister Nayef Ibn Abdel Aziz attended the

talks which were held late Tuesday, the ﬂfﬁLla] Saudi

press agenicy said.

20 die as boat sinks in Phili typme
About 20 smugglers are believed to have died after the
Philippine Navy sank their speed boat during a gunbattle
near the sea border with Malaysia, a spokesman said
westerday. AFP reports from Zamboanga.

A navy boat was patrolling off the Tawi-Tawi Islands.

south of Zambnanga on Tuesday when it spt}tted the -

ous leader awarded in US

dghl enachem Schneerson, leader of the Lubavitch

~ .i nﬂdim uritil ‘his heath in June 1994, was awarded Lhe
Congressional Gold Medal on Tuesday by President

{imlnn AP reports from Washington.

The ribbebs good work has been recognised by presi-
dents for over (wo decades sinee President Nixon, espe-

‘cially in the field of education. The impact of his contribu-
g4 tion is telt bevond the Lubavitch rnmmuuit? and members
‘ol vour fdith. indeed the entire country,” Clinton said in

awarding the medal, the highest honour Congress can

punish PLO for peace bid

AL SALOUM, Egypt. Sept Palestinian-Israel peace

-

el =oditier= ol the Raprd Reaction Forcee

'RRF) take position at Mount lgman. near

Saragevo Tuesdav as they 'practise together with British troops for more NATO actions
against Bosnian Serbs. NATO unleashed Wednesday its biggest attack yet on Bosman

Serh targets near Sarajevo.

—AFP/UNB photo

dhikary pledges support to govt

3 T 5 m . .' .:.- w0 :
ydaf night called for th:

ninth session of the Hotise of
Representatives to begin
Thursday. at the recommen-
dation of Speaker Ram
Chandra Paudyel, state-radio
announced, reports AFP.

The session of the House,
the lower chamber of parlia-
ment, is a crucial one be-
cause new Prime Minister
sher Bahadur Deuba and his
voalition will have to win the
support of at least 103 of 205
members to stay in power.

Deuba and his four cabinet

colleagues were sworn in
Tuesday evening at the royal
palace by the King, who had
lissolved parliament on June
13 at the request of former
Prime Minister Man Mohan
Adhikari. a communist.

The House also referred
o as parliament, was rein-
stated by the Supreme Court
last week, which declared its
dissolution "unconstitutional
and undemocratic.”

[f the three party ruling
coalitions cabinet composed
ol Deuba-the Nepali Congress
Party (NCP) parliamentary
leader. wo other NC

~sworn in Tuesdav
MPs

Bu‘endra sSuUmmons parhament

and one each from the right-
ist Rastriva Prajatantra Party
and the pro-India Nepal
Sadbhavana Party [NSP) fail
lo win the parliament's sup-
port, the government must
resigri, Meanwhile,
Ousted communist prime
nmiinisier Man Mohan
Adhikari today pledged his
party’'s support to Nepal's
new coalition government,
saying he hoped it would
dedicate itsell to the welfare
of the people,

The new government was
alfter the

NCP-1:ML lost a vole.

»

.1 { remely poor and many activ-

The Prince== of Wale= and [talian opera star Pavarotti. after the princess arrived Tuesday
for a charity conecert in aid of the chﬂdren of Bosnia, held in Modena, Italy.
— AFP/UNB photo

Arif Nikai new
Punjab CM

LAHORE, Sept 13: Arif
Nikai. the candidate of a po-
litical alliance led by
Pakistani Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto, was elected

unopposed as Chief Minister
of Punjab province today, po-
litical sources said. reports
Reuter.

The sources said that the
main opposition Pakistan
Muslim League (PML) led by
lormer minister Nawaz
Sharif had withdrawn its
candidate for the post.

It did so because Nikai is a
member of a pro-government
PML splinter group know as
the PML-J, and not a mem-
ber of Benazir's ruling
Pakistan People's Party (PPP).

The vote in the Punjab
Provincial Assembly resolves
a political crisis that began
when President Farooq
Leghari suspended the
provincial government last
week. following a revoll
against former chief minister
Manzoor Wattoo by most
provincial ministers.

™

Anti-govt move
spreads in Sudan

KHARTOUM. Sudan. Sepi
13: Anti-governmenli protests
that erupted in the Sudanese
capital of Khartoum have ap-
parently spread to another
city, Egypt's Middle Easi
News Agency said Tuesday.
reports AP.

MENA said there were re-
ports that the violence has
spread to the city of Wad
Madani, 160 kilometres (100
miles) south of Khartoum. It
also said that "great numbers
of civilians” rioted in
Omduran, a western district
of the capital. It gave no de-
tails in either report.

AFP adds: Three hundred
prisoners., seized Lheir
chance (o escape in the
chaos of Sudan's unrest, as
they were about Lo be Lrans-
ferred from a jail in the capi-
tal, officials said today.

UNHCR seeks $ 28 m
for Ethiopian,
Somali refugees

The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(LINHCR) said on Tuesday it
needs 27.9 million US dollars
lor the repatriation and inte-
srition of Ethiopian and
Sainali refugees through the
er! of this year, according Lo
a- UNHCR press release is-
sued here yesterday.

In an appeal to donor
countries. UNHCR said con-
iributions lto these pro-
vrammes have been ex-

ities have been curtailed, if
not  stopped altogether; for
ek of resources, Certain
components ol these pro-
grammes have been the sub-
ject ol various UN consoli-
cated inter-agency appeals.

13 Libya seeking to punish

PLO leader Yasser Arafat for

making peace with Israel is

expelling more Palestinians
Egyptian security sources
said on today. reports Reuter.

The sources at Al Saloum
border checkpoint between
Egypt and Libya, 700 km
(430 miles) west of Cairo,
said Tripoli informed the
Egyptian authorities that a
new group of Palestinian de-
portees would be arriving
soon at the cressing point in
20 buses to be ferried to the
self ruled Gaza Strip.
It did not give a number
for the new batch of depor-
tees but Palestinians have
been sent in hundreds to the
Egyptian border over the past
week.

On Septemiber 2 Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi,
who opposes the 1993

treaty, urged Arab states to
send all the Palestinians back
to Arafat's self rufe areas to
bring about the economic
collapse of his autonomous
area.

On Tuesday. Arafat trav-
elled from Gaza to Egypt
where he met President
Hosni Mubarak, he urged him
to intervene with Gaddafi to
stop the expulsion of Pales-
tinians, officials said.

Hundreds of Palestinians

had been thrown out, often
ending up stranded for days
on the border until they got
approval of both Egypt and
Israel to go to Gaza.

Egyptian authorities would
not let Palestinians cross into
Egypt without permits to go
to Gaza. Entry to Gaza is sub-
ject to the approval of Israel

which still ¢tontrols the Gaza
border.

| women's cenference,

as the two sides resumed
talks here today aimed at

hringing peace to the port
city of Karachi, reports AFP. -

Ajmal Dehivi. leading a
five-member MQM team from
the strife-torn city. said the
question of power-sharing
could not be considered until
the party's basic demands

were accepted.

These include the imme-
rHate end of siege and search
operations in Karachi. and
withdrawal of security forces
from residential districts.

The MQM also wants
criminal cases agaipst party
leaders, MPs and workers
withdrawn. the community's
guota of government. jobs in-
creased. and cash compensa-
tion for families of party
members killed in security
operations.

Dehlvi. who flew (rom

He hoped the two sides
would discuss substantive is-
sues as the government side
had given a "commitment” on
this.

Prime Minister Benazir
Bhuttn's Law Minister Nabi
Dad Khan head the govern-
ment s negotiators,

The two sides have held
seven rounds of talks since
negotiations began July 11.

Some 1. 400 people have
lied so {ar this vear in ethmic
and political violence in the
commercial capital

The government blames
the MQM. which represents
Urdu-speaking Mohajirs who
migrated fromn India after the
1947 partition of the subcon-
tinent.

The MQM blames the un-
rest on the Benazir govern-
ment's alleged discrimination

against Mohajirs.

()” ”H‘ wa ord

million US dollars.

A Christie's employee displays a jewelled necklace
belonging to Princess Salimah Aga Khan (whose photo
18 shown) Tuesday which 18 to be auctioned in Geneva
Wednesday along with other items from Princess
Salimah's collection. The necklace contains a 23.78
carat deep blue diamond and is expected to fetch over 7

— AFP/UNB photo

Pampered children — outcome
of one child policy?

BEIJING: Chinese parents are being chided for
coddling their kids even after they leave home for college,
reports AP,

A commentary Wednesday in the official English-
language China Daily said pw following their kids
to the campus and keeping for them instead of
letting them learn to fend for themselves.

‘A typical scene at the start of term is of parents laden
down with iuggagc bustling around to help their children
sctﬂt on campus,” it said.

“"Some clean the dormitories for their olfspring. some
make their beds. or even live oulside carnpus for several
months to help their children adjust to the new life.”

"It said that "in many teen-agers eyes. parents play the
roles of porters, drivers or housekeepers.”

The commentary tacitly acknowledged that this was a
result of China's policy since the 1970s of restricting
families to one child each to control the population of 1.2
billion. :

“The only child js prone to be pampered by parents.” it
said.

_ But parents shouldn't over do it, it said, adding:
"Parents can accompariy children to college. but they
cannot accompany them through all the hardships and

_pains of their whole life."”

The headline of the commentary was: "No more little

emperors.”

Head scarf wins the race

HANCY, France: A court on Tuesday ordered the state to
pay 50,000 francs (dirs 10.000) to the parents of a young
Muslim woman forced to leave her school because she
refused to remove her head scarf in class. reports AP.

Salwa Ait Hamad. 15. was expelled from Haut de Penoy
junior high school in Vandoeuvre, in the eastern Moselle
region, on June 8 because she would not abide by an order
to leave her head uncovered at school.

In defending her. action, Salwa, born in France but of
Moroccan origin. had cited her religious convictions
which, she said, call for women to cover their heads.

School officials maintained that. by wearing a scarf,

- Salwa was endangering hersell and others in physical

education and technology classes.

The court came down in favour of the young woman,
who recently entered another school in the region thatl
tolerates head scarves.

Under the previous conservative government,
Education Minister Francois Bayrou sent out a circular to
schools counseling them not to allow siudents to wear
"ostentatious” signs of their religion. but the target was
clearly head scarves on Muslim girls.

Bayrou remains education minister in the current
conservative government. led by Premier Alain Juppe.

NGOs playing significant role 1n Beijing confce

BE!JING Eept 13: From
youth groups to local devel-
opment banks to family plan-
ning agencies, nongovern-
'mental organisations (NGOs)
are playing a major role in
the Fourth Werld Conference

‘oan Women for the first time

making a significant impact
on the commitments of gov-
ernments at a United Nations
meeting, reports USIS. j

Representatives of thou-
sands of NGOs around the

world held their own forum

the
then
moved into the official arena
to make their opinions and
needs known as
negotiated policles to ad-
vance opportunities and em-
power women.

As it turmed out, the con-
ference en women became
the largest and most visible
example of the influence
grassroots organisations are

in conjunction with

beginning to wield on the
international agenda.
Government delegates and
UN officials alike believe that
the NGOs are the key to
changing women's lives.
Those private organisations
not political leaders, will be
implementing the confer-
ence's final document, the

. Platform for Action.

The women's conference,

- which is the largest meeting
ever sponsosed by the UN is

also the largest in terms of
individual NGO participation
from all regions of the world,
says Kristen Timothy. NGO
coordinator. Since the last

- women's conferénce 10 years

ago in Nairobi, she says, "we
have seen a huge increase in
terms of women NGOs join-
ing activities.

"We find that what is
clearly happening . . . is an
educational process taking
place and that civil society —

represented in this case by
women and supporters of
women's issues — are finding
more and more of a voice at
the international level. The
adage ‘think globally. act lo-
cally’ is growing in its mean-
ing for all as people try to
participate and try to have an
influence on the international

not normally participate in

UN meetings or conferences
are at the women's confer-
ence, to Timothy,
joining another 500 NGOs
who have what is called
"consultative status” at the
UN. Altogether, there have
been some 4,000 individuals
involved, she says.

"This would not have been
the case |10 years ago at the
last conference in Nairobi.
when there were still parts of
the world where women's
NGOs wege not particularly

women from different

numerous,” she says. "We
have seen a huge increase not
only in the number of women
NGOs who wish to participate
in setting the global agenda.
but we've seen a huge in-
crease in Lhe number of
NGOs who do not have
women as their specific
agenda but are very anxious
to participate because they.
over ithe past 10 years. added
women's issues as an mpor-
tant part of their overall ac-
tivities."

“The 'neiworking' that be-
gan (in Nairobi) between
parts
of the world produced a
number of international net-
works of women's groups,®
she explains. "We find that
the NGO community partici-
pating in this erence s
well organised but very di-
verse. Some have come with

a strategic agenda. They are
working to help improve the

Platform for Action to add
their views and they are lob-

ol the programmes that are
being developed in Beijing.

bving."

Other NGOs, Timothy re.
ports, are in Beijing "to net-
work. meet people of similar
interests, (o form interna-
tional networks. A large net-
work of older women has just
formed. and they have a
commitment to be in touch
with each other to work Lo-
gether from all the different
regions. Some have very spe-
cialised interests and they
are here to learn, exchange
information. and talk about
what works."

Deputy US Secretary of
Education Madeleine Kunin.
a member of the US delega-
tion, says she expects that
many women will return to
their countries "transformed
lo some extent” with new
energyv, insights, and net-

mh to put pressures on
their governments for some

‘Conferences like this do
create a momentum and a
universal dialogue in these
face-to-tface discussions that
result in changes that we
can't fully predict. bul one
can pretty safely say things
won't be quite the same
thereafter,” Kunin says.

Fern Katz. a member ol
the National Council eof
Jewish Women. an Amertean
NGO says "the conference
brrought together 30,000 or
more women and it has pro-
vided a cohesiveness and a
sense of energy thalt I'm sure
we've never had before.

"I feel now that we're
ready for action ....| intend to
go home and talk to women
about running for . elected
office | think in the United
Sliutes Women are not prop
erly represented in

Congress.”



