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NEWS BRIEFS

PM shocked at death
of Omani DPM

Primeé Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has expressed
profound shock at the death
of Deputy Prime Ministeél of
Oman in a road accident. In a
message to Sultan Qaboos Bin
said Al-Said of Oman, ‘she
said: "We have learnt with
deepest shock the news of
the death of Qais Bin Abdul
Munim Al-Zawawi, Depuly
Prime Minister. in a road ac
cident on September 11].
1995. We pray to the
almighty to give strength to
the bereaved family to hear
this irreparable loss." reports
BSS.

2 Bills passed
.
n JS
Two bills were passed and
another was introduced in
Parliament yesterday The
{.ompanies Profits (Workers
Participation) {Amendment)
B4ll 1995 and the Bank
Company (Amendment) Bill
1995 were passed without
any discussion. The Special

Securily Force (Amendment)
Bill 1995 was introduced in
the House by Commerce
Minister Shamsid Islam. re
poris UNB.

Shnn_nml‘s new
assignment

Minister for Commerce
and Information M Shamsul
Islam will discharge all func-
tions of the Prime Minisier s
Secretariai related to parlia
mentary affairs during the
21st session of Parliament in
absence of Minister for LGRD
and Cooperatives Abdus
Salam Talukder, an official
handout said last night. re-

ports BSS.

!

veather

Light o mederate rain or
thundershower accompanied
by tesaporary gusty wind may
occur al a few places over
Chittageng and Sylhet divi
stions and one and two places
over Dhaka. Rajshahi. Khuina
and Barisal divisions in the
next 12 hours till 6 pm to-
day. reports UNB. ]

Met Office said day tem-
perature is likely to remain
nearly unchanged over the

country.

Country s highest temper-
ature 34.9 degrees Celsius

was recorded at Bogra and
the lowest 24 7 degrees at
Srimongal yesterday

Sun sets loday at 6.04 pm
atwd rises (ormmerrow at 5 45
AT

PM avoids ql_Jestions on cageta_l(eg__i_ssue_-

( hunwes ol a peaceful s6-
it to Lhe persisting polit-
ivail crisis v the issue of an
iterine dovernment for
holding Lhe nexl general
elections are slim as both the
government and the agitating
Opposition are apparently
inching towards a confronta-
100

This is evident from the
latest developments in the
vpposing political camps.

While mos! of the ruling
BNF stalwarts were yel to
arrive al a consensus solu-
tion” otliers were disfavouring

any compromise with the
Opposition.
On the other hand, the -

Opposition was learnt to have
been taking allout prepara-
tions to force the govern-
ment Lo accept its demand,
through further agitations
like hartals.

The Prime Minister and
BNP chiel Begum Khaileda Zia
was continuing exchange of
views wilh her senior party
volleagues on measures to be

By Nazmul Ashraf

taken aller her proposed res-
ignation 30 days ahead of the
nexl general elections.

Asked about her plans on
the issue, Begum Zia told
some reporters at the
Parliament lobby last night,
"Presently we are working on
the matter and. as 1 told you
earlier. vou will come Lo
know everything in due
time."

Slowly approaching eleva-
tor while leaving the House,
the Prime Minister simply
smiled at the reporters when
asked (o comment on the
Opposition-called 72-hour
hartal from Saturday across
the country.

Do you reject Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina's
latest tormula for a caretaker
government headed by the
Ch.et Justice? she was asked.
In response. Begum Zia was
seerl smiling as she entered
elevator.

According to authoritative
sources, the BNP was

Solution appears elusive

solution, in line with the
Opposition demand, within
the f(ramework of the
Constitution.

However, several cabinet
ministers, while talking: to
this correspondent last
night. acknowledged that
they were yet to find any
compromiise formula.

On the reported options
for an interim government
with the president heading it
in each case — the BNP
leaders said neither of those
was covered under the
Constitution.

Meanwhile, a top-ranking
AL leader told The Daily Star
last night they were deter-
mined not to give any con-
cession to the government.
"We'll carry forward the cur-
rent agitation to its peak by
mid-October and are getting
prepared for general elec-
tions in December this year”,
he said seeking anonymity.

The AL leader further dis-
clesed that they were plan-

See Page 12 Col 2
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in support of its 72-hour
' — Star photo

processions,
rallies

By Staff Correspondent

Major opposition political
parties staged demonstra-
tions and brought out proces-
sions throughout the country
vesterday as part of their agi-
tation programme aimed at
immediate dissolution of the
present Parliament and elec-
tions under a caretaker gov-
ernment.

Awami League, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami had ear-
lier announced the pro-
gramimes on September 6.

Yesterday's identical pro-
grammes ol demconstrations
and processions by the three
parties were aimed at drum-

ing up suppert for their pro-

—-preed phree-day-harial from--

Saturday .

Awami League heid a rally
See Page 12 Col 8

termination

of contract with Sheraton

By Rashed Mahmud Titumir

The government is now
considering * termination of
it~ contract with the operat
g company  of Hotel She-
raton  the Sheraton Overseas
Muanageinent Corporation
(SOMC ),

The decision was pro-
mmpted as the hotel is in
curting huge losses alimost
every vedr under the present
nanagenent.

"The SOMC was offered
three options by the man-
agement hoard. out of which,
it opled tor termination of
the contriaci. We were [orced
1 <consider this extreme
nwasine owing 1o the huge
lomses, now being subsidised
by the governinent,” Major

Manzur murder case

HC hearing
on revision
petition today

By SC Correspondent

The High Court hearing of
the rule issued upon the gov-
ernment in the criminal re-
vision petition filed by former
President H M Ershad chal-
lenging the proceedings
Laken by the Dhaka Sessions
Judge on August 16 in the
Manzur murder case will be
heild today

See Page 12 Col 4

No new

The Natiwonal

Energy
Policy announced yesterday
aimed at ensuring energy for

sustainable economic
growth so that the develop-
ment activitkes in different
sectors are not hindered by

).s;hm*taﬂru!cmnr.

Addressing a press con-
ference on the Energy Policy,
approved by the Cabinet
Monday. Energy Minister
Khandker Hossain
said that the pelicy encour-
aged private arsd public sec-
tor investment in the gas and
oil sector.

According to the peolicy,
the governmemt will not al-

luw setting up of any new ex-

port-oriented natural gas-
hased lertiliser factory in the

iretd) Abdul Mannan, State
Minister for Civil Aviation and
Tourism told The Daily Star.

He is currently holding
the chairmanship of the
managemenlt board of the
government-owned holding
company, Bangladesh Servi-
ces  Limited (BSL). the
parent company of the hotel.

Following its board meet-
ing. keld on August 30. the
BSL olfered three options 1o
the SOMC: renegotiation of
the contract: franchise agree

merit and termination of the
contract,

The State Minister said
SOMC . in a letter addressed
o the BS5L earlier this
month. opted for withdrawal

Students ransack
coaching centres

A group of students, de-
manding refund of their tu-

ition fees attacked and ran-
sacked a coaching centre in

the city yesterday. reports
LINB

The students attacked the

Shuvechchha Coaching
Centre at Indira Road after
the management of the cen-
tre refused to refund their
fees they had paid earlier,

in a separate incident

yesterday. trouble was also

reported from the city's
See Page 12 Col 6 -

By Staff Correspondent

luture as the naton's gas re

serve is likely to exhaust
within the next 10 to 15

"‘However, as we are
commitied to Lhe present
exporl oriented fertiliser

export -oriented and the only
private fertiliser factory
Karnaphul} Fertilizer
Company (KAFCO! consumes

al its operation within a
mcnth.
Asked how the govern-

ment would respond if the
SOMC makes a compensation
claim as per the management
contract with i1 is for 30
vears, the state minister said,
"We are now soliciting opin-
1 Iromn the legal advisers in
this i1ssie.”

The Boston-based ITT
Sheraton hotel chain of the
[ISA took over the manage-
ment ol the hotel in 1984

Earhier 11 was managed by
e s based Intercontinen-
tal International hotel chain
siece i whis set up in the late
bl

See Page 12 Col 1

B baria killin;_:_
Motizul's body
exhumed for
2nd autopsy

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Sept
The body ol Mofizul [slam
321 was exhumed from
grave todav and sent Lo
Connlla General Hospital lor
secolnd autopsy

He was killed allegedly by
4 policemen at midnight on
August 29 near his village,
Shastapur in Kashba.

See Page 12 Col 5

LA

apOrl;-oriented
factory allowed

arovnd 62 millton cubic leet
of gas per day

As the country would be
needing an investment of
arovind six bilhon US dollars
in the next 10 years to de-
velop the power sector only.
the policy encourages public
and private sector participa-
on in the developmemt and
management in all the com-
penents of the energy sector.

The new Energy Policy

comnprises [ive components —

rural energy policy,
power policy and rural elec-
yrification pelicy.

The press conference was
also attended by, among

See Page 12 Col 7

BNP govt betrayed
all professionals,
says Hasina

Awami [eague president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday said
the suffering of the people
would accentuate with every
passing day as long as this
government remain in power
and called for intensifying
agitation to end its misrule,
reports UNB.

‘Our agitation is aimed at
freeing the nation from the
misrule of the government,”
she said while talking to a
group of prominent doctors.
engineers and agriculturists
who called on her at the
Dhanmondi office of her
purty in the afternoon.

Reiterating her demand
lor elections under a neutral
caretaker government
he.aded by the Chief Justice,

See Page 12 Col 5

Flash floods in
C'nawabganyj

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHIL. Sept 13: Flash
Hooeds inundated four unions
ol Chapainawabgan] district
dhurmg  the last 24 hours fol
lowing sudden rise in the
Wilel the river
Faclina

The unions are Panka and
LIprpur ol Shibganj thana and
Naravanpur and Debinagar of
the sadar thana

Flivood  walers entered
most villages of these unions
damaging aboutl 2%) houses
completely or partially

More than 700 houses
have so far been washed away
by ¢#rosion  of the Padma
which was flowing 36 cm
above the danger mark near
Chapinawabgani

75 die in Lankan
military
plane crash

COLOMBO, Sept 13: A
transport aircraft ferrying
troops to join an offensive
against Tamil rebels ditched
in the sea in stormy weather
Wednesday., apparently ki-
lling all 75 people on board.
It was the latest disaster for
the small ill-equipped air
force thal is expected to
assume a bigger combat role
in Sri Lanka's civil war.

The AN-32 which crashed
off the west coast in bad
weather, was one of three
purchased from Ukraine in
July to ferry troops and
supplies to northern 8Sri
Lanka, a reglon that is cut off
by Tamil rebels

leviel i
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Post-operation infection

Eyes of 12 removed in

Islamia Hospital

By Mizan Ali

Eves of at least 12 pa-
Hents al the Islamia Eye
| lospital were removed in ten
days froimn September 1, due
to "faulty” cataract opera-
lions. according to well
placed sources in the hospi-
1ad.

Director ol the hospital,
Dr Mustalizur Rahman, when
contacted neither denied nor
acknowledged this but said
infection was the cause of
removal of eyes. Explaining,
lre blamed weather condi-
lions and carelessness of the
patients for infection, com-
pletely ruling out any re-
sponsibility of the authorities
lor the loss of eves.

He said "694 cataract op-
trations were done in the
hospital during July-August.
In sume cases eyes had to be
removed due to fungal infec-
tioir as there is no treatment
available for them." He could
not say eves of how many pa-

livnts were removed.

Sovine reputed eye
specialists in other hospitals
when contacted. however,
opined that "The root cause
for such mass-scale infection
may be use of fungal infected
surgical equipment and
accessories’.

A vernacular national daily
also reported last month that
eyes of 25 patients who had
cataract operations at the
Islamia Eye Hospital were
removed due to fungal opera-
tion. '

The Daily Star during its
recent week-long investiga-
tion interviewed doctors,
nurses. patients and their
attendants in the hospital.
This correspondent met
Rashida Begum (50). Abdul
Awal (60)., Mohammad
Muniruddin (65). Banesa
Becum. [65) and Swaraswati
Das [55) and some other pa-

See Page 12 Col 3

Tea output falls
by over 21 pc

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Sept 13:
The country's tea outpul de-
clined by over 21 per cent
during the first seven months
of this vear compared to that
of the corresponding period
of 1994,

According to official re- .

ports, the 150 tea gardens in
the country produced 18.5
million kilograms ef tea dur-
ing the January-July period of
1995. down from 23.6 mil-
Hon recorded during the cor-
responding period of 1994,
showing a decline by 5.1 mil-
liou kg

‘"ea Board oificials and
growers attributed the fall in
production to severe draught
ihat ravaged most of the tea

plantations this year,

Though there was mon-
sponic rains in  recent
months but the sequel of

draught that affected the.

gardens until May this year,
continued to push down the
overall production, said
Nasiruddin Bahadur, presi-
dent of Chittagong chapter of
the Bangladeshiyva Cha
Sangsad (tea growers asso-
ciation).

He said tea production
dropped hy at least 25 per
cent in most of the gardens.

Copnsequently. tea oulpiat
niay be much behind the tar-
get this vear, he added.
Bangladesh targeted to pro-
See Page 12 Col 1
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Crashed IAF
Jei identified
as Migp-21

Diplomatie Correspondent -

The Indiari Air Force: jel .
that crashéd in northern
Bangladesh recently was a
Mig-21 aircralt. it was learnt '
yvesterday. ' 1188

Officials of the Home and
Foreign ministries confirmed
that the Indians, when asked
about detafls of the crashed
fighter informed 'after some
time about the type of the
aircralt and explained that it
crashed while on a training
misston.’

Part of the wreckage of
the Mig-21 is expecied to be
carted off to India by road to-
day. A team of Indian officials
is due Lo arrive at the crash
site todav to supervise iis
removal. Earlier another
group headed by an Indian
Group Caplain came on
Tuesday by road and left the
saine day after making a de-
lailed study. Members of the
Bangladesh Air Force are
learnt to be carrying out su-

- See Page 12 Col 2
Dinajpur rally
protests PM's

remarks

From Our Correspondent

DINAJPUR., Sept 13: An
all party rally here has
protested the Prime Minister
for her remarks during her
visit to Dinajpur yesterday
that the attacks om the loeal
Press Club and newspaper of-
fices were the work of
‘terrorists.”

The rally. held at the
Bahadur Bazar square :
also declared the logal
woman MP Khurshid Jahan
Huq as "persona non grata” in
Dinajpur.

The people of Dinajpur
had attacked the local press
club, newspaper offices. po-
lice stations and-other-gov
ernment offices after the
rape and killing of Yasmin.

The speakers at the rally

See Page 12 Col 8
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ANNOUNCEMENT

The Bangladesh Scouts, -

BUET., Youth Ministry, Dhaka City |
Corporation and '

Che Raily Star
will jointly organise a
Citizens' Rally on =;
“Save Dhaka, Clean Dhaka” |

e

at 9 am on F;iday, 15 September "95, |
at the Jatiya Press Club. '

organisations, sports clubs, Rotary and Rotaract
Clubs, social and cultural organisations, journalists,

The rally will be participated by scouts, youth ‘
|
|

eminent citizens, college and school students. l‘
|

We invite all citizens of Dhaka to join |
the “Citizens’ Rally” tomorrow and |
help make our beloved city |

a better place to live in. -

Let us unitedly raise the sl_ogan: :
Dhaka is OUT city !

! We will take care of it Ourselves

L mmmmmew o e oo o mm m m m w — —— o ——— i i e i
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The aim of the rally is to raise public awareness and
motivate citizens to participate in the “Save Dhaka,
Clean Dhaka” campaign which scouts will organise

and coordinate in every wards of Dhaka city.




