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DID U' KNOW?

(The Professor does)

HAT prayers in some lorm

has always been part of
games and sports. The Rio Prete
goalkeeper ol Brazil made il a
point to kneel in praver undede
the crosspiece before a maich
This was one prayer nol
answered because. in a match
against the Carinthians at Bahia
Stadium. Roberto Rivelino scored
within three seconds of kick-ofl
while the custedian Isadore

Irandir was still knelt in prayer.
During the 1968 Cedars Rally

in Lebanon, the driver ol a Volvo,
Gerry Phillips was being assistecd
by two Lebanese navigators, As
Phillips was driving extremely
fast to make up for lost time,
tarning at hairpin  bends.
skidding in the process. one ol
the mnavigators was begging
Phillips to remember that he had
eight children. The other
Lebanese was on his knees in the
back seat, praying.

"Please. Mr. Phillips”. the
Lebanese implored. "do not fall
over the edge, or we'll fall into
Israel.”

Owur footballers, some of them.
are known to be under the
influence of different peers”. Ul
the result is positive. as predicted
by "peer shaheb’. he is known to
frequent the club after the match,
On the other hand. if the result is
"garbar”. the hallowed person is
nowhere to be seen,

SPORTS TALK

Paulo Rossi
soccer star, on his
l&m l;;.'n:ﬂuru:l.'!. transfer

"rt fuuu!d have been better

if I had been appraised a bit
less. and the rest of the

money had gone to housing
or some other project.”
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The oldest Premier Division fool-

. Wari A C
The current World Cup footiall
champions are

| Brail

The number of Test playing cricket
countries is

[ 8 Y

A game of hockey lasts for
inutes] A0 minutes| 90 minute-

Nat'l hockey
semis today

Both the semifinals of the
17th national hockey cham-
pionship will be held today at
the Bangladesh Krira Shikkha
Protishthan (BKSP) at Savar,
reports UNB.

Five times champions
Dhaka DSA will take on
Dhaka University in the first
semi at 2:30 pm while hold-
ers Bangladesh Army play
hosts BKSP at 3:45 pm.

The final match will
held on Friday at 3:30 pm.
© State Minister for Youth
and Sports Sadeque Hossain
is expected to be the chief
guest at the final.

Libya withdraw
from World

Military Games

ROME, Sept 12: Libya,
threatened with expulsion
from the World Military
Games here for conducting
anti-American propaganda,
on Monday finally pulled out
of the event, reports AFP. :
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A brilliant
hattrick from
national striker
Shahidul Ahmed
Ranjan steered
tittle-aspirants
Mohammedan Sporting Club
to their tenth victory in the
ongoing Lifebuoy Premier
Division foetball league last
night when they beat
Farashganj Sporting Club by a
convincing 4-1 margin at the
Dhaka Stadium.

Besides Ranjan's awesome
hattrick, Russian booter An-
drei Kazakov notched up the
other goal for Mohammedans
while Shafiqul Kader Munna
pulled back one for tht old
town outfit.

With the highest margin
victory in the league this
vear, black and whites now
set themselves atop the
point-table for the first time.
The DMFA and Federation
Cup champions now have
earned 36 polnts from 15
matches: which has kept
their hopes alive for a rare
treble with a 3-point adrift of
arch-rivals and defending
champions Abahani KC, who
have collected 33 points
from 14 matches.

On the other hand, it was
the seventh defeat for the
Farashganj beys, who re-
imained stuck to their previ-
ous  eollection of 10 points
frogy, 15-outings. -

Mohammedans, who also
won their first leg encounter
against Farashganj 1-0 with a
controversial penalty. were in
a good shape yesterday with a
2-0 lead in the first half.

With an inform Ranjan,
who have finally come out of
his pale shadow, and three
[oreigner recruits — Ladi
Baba, Bode Baba of Nigeria
and Kazakov, Mohammedans
dominated the proceedings
through-out.

Skipper Manik set up the
first scoring opportunity for
Kazakov in the second
minute with a neat corner
from the right. But the ro-
bust Russian spoiled the
chance shooting straight into
the hands of Farashganj cus-

Sports Repnrtﬂ

todian Bijan,
Kazakov missed aga.lh-lltrr
eleven minutes whei- he
failed to respond a Bode Baba
cross from the close.’ "
Mohammedan's midifield
magician Alfaz could  have
easily put his side ahead in
thﬂ lﬁﬂ'l minute ol : .'.'
Kazakov through. But Bl
from the left went ,

L ——————

the mark ]ta.nlng Farmj
keeper at his mercy. ¥

Mohammedan kept their
pressure on and finally broke
the deadlock in the 17th
minute with Kazakov blasting
the ball home from a Ranjan
Cross.

It was the seventh M of

RAJAN .. ﬁne tr!hh
Kazakov so far in the league
that kept him jointly lm as
thé leading goal scorers.

with Muktijoddha fé d
Mizan whose teammate
Naguib have scored lﬂ?‘
followed by Agrani nk
striker Tutul with 9 goals.

‘After setting the opéner
for Kazakov. Ranjan dmblud

Farashgan) custodian Bijoy tries to fend away a he@ider by Muhammduni Nigernan re-
cruit Bode Baba (12) during their Lifebuoy Premier Division encounter at the Dhaka
Stadium yesterday. The black and whites won by a ﬂlml:ing 4-1 margin.

Ranjan relives sensation

— Star photo

the margin after nine min-
utes into the game with a
fierce left-footer following an
Alfaz square from the right.

After the breather
Farashganj, taking the advan
Lage of relaxing MSC defence,
pulled back one goal as early
as in the eighth mihute into
second half with fgrmer MSC
forward Munna heading
home an accurately cross
from substitute Alok.

After conceding the goal,
Mohammedans woke up and

returned to the match firing

on all their four cylinders.

Two minutes later Ranjan
scored his second geal of the
day with get another magnifi-
cent left-foot grounder from
top of the box receiving a
Kazakov through frem the
midfield.

The dazzling .-hattrick
came for Ranjan 21 minutes
into the second half when he
s! ried his dream run after
rec civing a short pass from
Parvez. With a consummate
ease he broke through the
Farashganj defence and
footed the substitute custo-
dian Nowshad with-a neal an-
gular right-footer which de-
flected home hitting the in-
ner edge of left side post.

Earlier Agrani Bank for-
ward Tutul scored the first
hatirick of the league against
Wari Club during the first leg.

Mohammedans will now
face star-studded
Muktijoddha Sangsad Krira
Chakra in their next outing,
billed for September 19.

Yellow card; Ratan
{(Farashgani)

TEAMS

MOHAMMEDAN 8C: Panir.
Ruhul Amin (Alamgir], Jewel
Rana, Kaiser Harnid, Parvez,
Manik (Sunny). Alfaz. Ladi
Baba (Zahid), Bode Baba,
Kazakov and Ranjan.

FARASHGANJ SC: Bijoy
(Nowshad), Nazral, Abu
Sufian, Santosh (Manik]),
Sagar. Shah Alam., Selim,
Akram, Ratan, Ritu (Alok)
and Munna. i

Referee: Kamaruddin
(Malaysia). ;

Dhaka DSA stormed their
way to the semifinals of the
Pepsi 18th national basket-
ball championship when they
handed a crushing defeat to
Khulna DSA in their last
group match played at the
Dhanmondi Gymnasium yes-
terday.

In an encounter which
was lotally dominated by the
men from the capital, Khulna
lost by a humiliating margin
of 111-59. The winners led
the opening half 53-27.

Siddique caged the high-
est number of 29 points for
the Dhakaites while Farhan
lollowed with one less. Fazle
Amer chipped in with a use-
tul 23. For the disappointed
southern outfit Shamim and
Khaled scored 15 and 14
points each.

The victory gives Dhaka
DSA five wins out of their six
encounters, placing them
second behind defending
champions Bangladesh Navy
in the seven team Group A.
Their only loss had come in
the hands of the sallors who
finished their round robin
matches with an impeccable
record of six straight wins.

On the otherhand, Khulna
DSA missed the boat for the
setnis as a result of their loss
yesterday. They finished with
four victories from their
quota of six,

In the two semifinals to be
played today. the holders will
meet Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
while Dhaka DSA take on
Bangladesh Army.

The line-up for the last
four was decided when the
soldiers outgunned the rifle-
men 88-81 in the final match
of the day last evening. In a
highly competitive match,
the winners, led 49-39 at the

breather. Rahim led the army
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BDR'S Ayub did his
full justice with 33 m to
his name.

Army reiterated _,ﬂ'ltil‘

supremacy in Gmui:i ii‘ﬁﬂth

yesterday's -triumpfl.

P_E:l nat'l baske;ball

Dhaka DSA move into semis

nmmawc caging . ‘Zﬂgﬂli}e_

fifth in as many outings,
while the defeat was the first
for the BDR. They finished
second in the group behind

their rrmqum =

Action from a Pepsi 18th national basketball champi-

onship

encounter - between

Jessore DSA and

Brahmanbaria DSA héld at the Dhanmondi Gymnasium
_yesterday. Jessore DBA won the match 83-54__ gy . photo

:'_T.
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East End,

split points
Sports Reporter
Leaders East End Chub and
tion-threatened
Eskaton Sabuj Sangha played
out a three-all draw in one of
the two Lifebuoy First
Division football en-
counters at the Mirpur
Stadium ;

The title: contenders had
to deal with quite a scare
when they were down 0-2 at
half time and 1-3 by the 64th
minute. But two goals in the
last nine minutes enabled
them to salvage a draw. Liton
in the B8lst minute and
Harun. four minutes from
time, provided the old town-
ers with the [ace-saving
sirtkes.

Earlier. Abid let the flood
gates open for a rare goalfeast
when he opened the account
for the Eskaton outfit with a
18th minute strike., Tipu
doubled the margin three
minutes before the lemon
break. Nepalese national
team skipper Raju Shakya
pulled one back for East End
in the 57th minute before
Tipu scored his second goal
of the game seven minutes
later to make sure that the
leaders sweat for a draw.

The result enabled East
End to increase their lead by
a point with 28 points from
|9 matches to their name.
Eskaton have 12 points from
their fifteen outings.

In the other match of the
day, Shadharan Bima Krira
Sangha split points with
Police AC in a seemingly
friendly encounter. The game
ended goalless.

Switzerland
may face
punishment

GENEVA, Sept 12: Swit-
zerland received a clear
indication from UEFA on
Monday Lhey could be pun-
ished after some of their
players at a European Cham-
pionship qualifying match
staged a protest against
Frances resumption of
nuclear tests, reports Reuter.

A group of Swiss players
unfurled a banner saying
"stop it Chirac” during the
playing of the national an-
thems before the start of the
qualifier against Sweden in
Gothenburg last Wednesday.

. A statement issuéd by
UEFA (the European Football
Union) on Monday said:’
According to the statutes of
UEFA. it is not in the spirit of
football to use the game for
racial, religious or peolitical
purposes. Therefere any
breaches will be punished "

Lifebuoy Premier Division
football league

Muktijoddha Sangsad vs
Brothers Union 5:30 pm
(Dhaka Stadiumi

Lifebuoy First Division
football

East End Club vs Badda
Jagarani 4:30 pm

PWD SC vs Victoria SC

- 6:30 pm (Mirpur Stadium)

17th National hockey

(Semifinals, Venue: BKSF)
Dhaka University vs

Dhaka DSA 2:30 pm

Bangladesh Army vs BKSP
3:45 pm.

Pepsi 18th national bas-
ketball championship

(Semifinals, Venue:
Dhanmondi Gymnasium)

Bangladesh Navy
Bangladesh Rifles 3:30pm

Dhaka DSA vs Bangladesh
Army 5 pm
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Kasparov, Anand draw Game 1

NEW YORK. Sept
12: Russian Gra-
nd Master Garri

Kasparov. defen-
ding his world

agreed to a draw in the first
game of his championship
match against Viswanathan
Anand of India, report
agencies.

Kasparov. 32, playing with
the black pieces
favourite Sc varia-
tion of the Sicilian defence,

shook hands on the half point
with Anand after 27 moves of

their game on the 107th

floor observation deck of the

World Trade Centre.
Kasparov has used the
Scheveningen system with
siiccess over the years. most
notably in title matches of

PUNE. India, Se-
_l pt 12: Merlene

Ottey has pulled
| out ol a track and
lield meet here
Wednesday, dep-
riving lndian fans of watching
the nexl aect in her
Acrimonious roadshow with
arch-rival Gwen Torrence,
reports AFP,

Mhe Jamaican sprint qu-
veir, who was among the first
athletes to confirm her
participation in the one-day
event, cancelled her trip
Alter sullering a leg injury in
a Grand Prix meet in Berlin
carlier this month.

The Ottey-Torrence duel
was expecled to be the
showpilece of the invitational
meet, projected by Indiah
track and field officials as
part of their campaign to
host a lucrative Grand Prix
cvent next year,

Ils a pity that Ottey in-
jtireel herselfl and cannot run
here” said Suresh Kalmadi,
the meet's organiser. "Every-
ane was looking forward to
her clash with Torrence.”

The bitter rivalry between
the two sprint champions
hogged the limelight at lasi
month's World Champion-
ships in Gothenberg, Swe-
rlen. when Torrence won the
200 metres but was dis-

¢hess crown for
1 the fifth time, on Monday

in his

the 19808 against fellow —

Russian Anatoly Karpov and
once against Britain's Nigel
Short in London in 1993.

"Playing with the black
pieces is very dangerous in
the first game. it's lots of
pressure.” Kasparov told re-
porters afier the game. "l
thought a draw would be a
good result” He had 17 min-
iries remaining to make 13
moves and Anand had 22
TR HES

The game began in a lurry
of 12 moves. with Kasparov
playing the Sicilian defence.
Both players developed their
pieces in what American

Grand Master Patrick Wolll
described as “trench warfare”
until move 18, when an ag-
gressive bishop move from
the challenger tried te prod
an-rwlﬂdnm

qualified for cutting lanes.

Ottey. who ﬂ-hhnd sec-
il accused Torrence of
cheating but the American
had her revenge by winning
the 100 metres and later
anchored the United States
to victory in the 4x100m re-
lay.

Kalmadi said that along
with Torrence he had also
secured the participation of
ithe world's fastest man,
Donovan Bailey of Canada.
wha won the 1Q0Om sprint at

\LEH Ll'..Nl:. OTTEY
Gothenberg.
Other world champions
taking part are Lars Riedel of
(:ermany (discus), Andrey

Abduvalivev of Tajikistan
(Hammer ithrow). Hassiba
Boulmerka of Algeria
iwomen s | .500m) and Ellina
Zvereva of Belarus (women's
discus).

The star parade is com-
pleted by Olympic 1,500m
gold medalist William Tanai
of Kenva. Samuel Metete of
Zambia. who came secomned In
the 400m hurdles ai
Gothenberg and Pauline Davis
of Bahamas, second in the
women's 400m.

Kalmadi said some 100
foreign athletes from " 20
countries had confirmed
their participation in the an-
nual meet, which in the past
has attracted giants like Carl
Lewis. Michael Johnson and
Serget Bubka.

Kalmadi. a Member of
Parllament. said ‘he had re-
cefved indications from the
international Amateur Ath-
letics Federation {IAAF) that
New Delhi and Tokyo are
expected to [igure on the
Grand Prix circuit next year.

"A final decision will be
taken by the [AAF in the next
few weeks. but we are confi-

dent that India will be one of

the venues,” he said.

New Delhi hosted ihe
Asian Games in 1982 and 1he
Asian track and field meet in
1989,

Harare raises incentives

HARARE, Sept 12: Hosts
Zimbabwe have promised
vash incentives to their own
athletes in the sixth All-

Alrica Games as they seek to

utilise home ground advan-
lage to make their mark on

African sport, reports Reuter.

While olther countries on
the continent have produced
a succession of world and
Olympic champions., there
has been scant international
success [or athletes from this
land locked. Central African
nation.

The prizes announced by
President Robert Mugabe at
the weekend may be paltry in
comparison with those on
olfer at international meet-
ings but they are large for
people in this cash-strapped
state.

“Our athletes have to excel
al this tournament.” he said,
it is because of that we have
seen it fit to reward those
who do well for Zimbabwe."”

Individual gold medal
winners will receive Z
20.000 dollars (US dollars
2.326), silver medallists Z
15.000 dollars (US dollars
1.744) and Z 10,000 dollars
(US dollars 1.163) for those
who win bronze.

Team rewards, to be
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shared among those taking
part, are Z 100,000 dollars
(US dollars 11.628) for gold,
Z 75,000 dollars (US dollars
8.721) for silver and Z
50,000 dollars (US dollars
5.814) for bronze.

But it is unlikely to cost
the country's exchequer a
great deal with African giants
Nigeria and new-
comers South Africa ex-
pected to dominate the 10-
day tournament which opens
on Wed and which has
attracted over 5,000 athletes
and officials from 48 states.

Kenya appeared especially

confident of success. "t

Haile to skip
All-Africa Games

HARARE. Sept 12: Ethio-
pian world record holder
liaile Gebreselassie has
iurned down a last minute
plea to compete in the All
Alrica Games which open
here Wednesday, reports
AFP.

The appeal came late last

-week when Ethiopian offi-

“cials sent an urgent fax to the

athletics star in Monte Carlo
where he was running in the
Cirand Prix final.

doesn't matter who comes
(in the team). Anybody who
comes [rom Kenya is a win-
ner.” said team official Adison
Chemukwakwa on Monday.

Apart from Kenya. the
strongest entries look to
come from South Alrica, who
are sending a 364-strong
team, and Nigeria, with 360.

Zimbabwean authorities
have waived visa require-
ments to allow smooth entry
for athletes and officials but
they have also tightened in-
ternal security with police on
alert country-wide to weed
out car thieves, drug ped-
dlers and illegal foreign ex-
change dealers.

Johnson floors
Pacheco

INGLEWOOD. California,
Sept 12: Flyweight Mark
Johnson, the WBC's second-
ranked contender, stopped
Mexico's Marcos Pacheco in
the fourth round Monday
night for his 25th straight

victory, reports AP.
Johnson of Washington

_irnprﬂ?ed to 26-1 with his

I8th knockout. He weighed
112 1-2 pounds for the
sc-heduled 10-round bout at
the Forum.

CRYPTOQUIP
QRVQWC EKU QEVQC
QYEQ CNJJRCWUDI “ZWDD
R Z Z b QVNPK" EV W
FRTI(F DTXW PEXWC.

SAID D[SPLE.ASED DAIRY

FARMER, Aﬁ'ﬂl IC
ON ML.”

ESCAPED: “THE YOLK'S

Today’s Cryptoquip clue: F equals G

The Cryptoqu

ip is a substitution cipher in which one

letter stands for another. If you think that X equals O, it
will equral O throughout the puzzie. Single letters, short
words and wonds using an apostrophe give you clues to
locatir o vowels. Solution is by trial and error



