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' Two lakh inmates of 'model hamlets'
deprived from any govt aid

Tk 19 lakh agri

rehabilitation
plan in Bhola

BHOLA. Sept ||
Government sanctioned Tk
19 lakh for post-flood agri
rehabilitation programme in
seven thanas of the district in
the current aman season. re-
ports LUNB.

According to Depuly
Director of Agriculture
Extension Department
{AED). about 54 metric tons
of urea. 43.2 metric tons ol
TSP, |8 meiric tons of MP,
18 metric tons of Zypsum.
2 4 metric tons ol Zinc and
18 inetric tons of aman seeds
will be distributed among
3.600 marginal farmers.

Each farmer will get 15
kg Urea. 12 kg TSP, five kg
MP, five kg Zypsum. five kg
aman seeds and 660 gram
zinc fertiliser. he added.

Meanwhile, the District
Agricultural Rehabilitation
Coordination Committee has
been formed headed by the
Deputy Commissioner. The
Deputy Director of AED will
act as member-secretary ol
the committee.

Oldman crushed
to death 1n
Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Sept 11: An
oldman was crushed under
the wheels of a speeding
minibus on Sylhet-Jakiganj
road Thursday afternoon.

The victim Ansar All, 68,
of village Baliteka under
Jakiganj thana was returning
home from the Shahgal
market on foot. At about 7
pm he met his tragic end of
life when reached at a place
near parchak Battal and a
speeding minibus (Sylhet Ba-
4217) knocked him down
and crushed him under its
wheels. He died on the spot.
Police sent the body to the

Svlhet MAG Osmany Medical |

College Hospital for posi-
mortem and seized the wvehi-
cle. However, the driver and
helper managed to escape. A
case has been registered with
the police.

RAKUB to give
Tk 250 cr loan

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Sept
Il Rajshahi Krishi
Unnayan Bank has under-
laken a plan to disburse Tk
250 crore as loan in 16

northern districts of the 4

country during the current
fiscal year, reporis UNB.

The districts are — Raj-
shahi. Chapainawabganj. Na-
lore, Naogaon. Pabna, Siraj-
ganj. Bogra. Joypurhat, Rang-
pur, Nilphamari, Gaibandha.
Lalmonirhat., Kurigram,
Dinajpur. Thakurgaon and
Panchagar.

The bank has already dis-
tributed Tk 17.90 crore in
the first two months of the
current fiscal year among the
farmers of these districts for
cultivating transplanted
aman. purchasing cattlehead,
irrigation, pisciculture and
other agricultural work.

Jeep falls into
ditch : 2 killed

From CHT Correspondent

KHAGRACHHARI. Sept
Two e were killed and
10 others injured when a
jeep fell into a roadside diich
al Pablakhali in Dighinala
thana of the district on

Friday.

The dead were identified
as Ripon Chakma (22) and
Priti Bikash Chakma Ripon
died on the spot while Priii
succumbed to his injuries at
Khagrachhari sadar hospital.

Police said the jeep
loaded with paddy and some
passengers coming f{rom
Babuchhara skidded off the
road and plunged into Lhe
ditch when the driver lost its
control,

Driver and helper of the
jeep fled the scene after the
accident.

20 injured as bus
falls in ditch

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA. Sept
11: Al least 20 persons were
injured in a bus accident
while a Dhaka bound Kuti-Bus
plunged into way side ditch
at Meer Hati, 2 kilometre off
from Brahmanbaria district

recently.

According to sources. a
uncontrolled "Kuti-
Dhaka'-bus the num-

ber Dhaka-Metro-02-0448
failed the breaks near Meer
Hati turning on Brahman-
baria-Dhaka highway and
plunged into wayside ditch.
As a result 20 persons were
injured. Three of them were
admitied into Brahmanbaria
sadar hospital in critical
condition and the rest were
released after first-aid.

The admitted persons
were Bashar. 25. Ramjan Ali.

The driver and the
of the ill-fated bus managed
to escape.

A case was filed with
Brahmanbaria police in this
connection.

KHAGRACHHARI, Sept 11
. The acute scarcity of food.
mealaria and intestinal dis-
eases have so far claimed
inore than two hundred lives
during the last nine months
in 7th ‘'model hamlets’ inhab-
itaied! by the insurgency-af-
lected non-tribals in the
three hill districts of
Khagrachhari. Rangamau and
Bandarban, said the speakers
in a press conference yester-
day at Khagrachhari Press
Club.

The insurgency- affected
non-tribals were refuged in
74 make-shifts in the safer
places withdrawn from their
hearths and homes by the
government in 1988 for a
period ol six months with an
assurance of providing [ree
ration at the rate of 84 kilo-
dram per card for a family
monthly including Tk 300 as
recurring expenditure in ad-
dition to provide [ree medi-
care services and education
to their children ensuring
their safety and security.

In an overcrowded press
conference attended by hun-
dreds of supporters — in-

~mates of the poverty-prone

‘model hamlets’ and leaders

yveslercay,

the speakers al-

From A K M Zahoorul Huq

leged that. suspending the
supply of ration for the last
three months due to red-
tapism and dilly-dallying atti-
tude of the Special Affairs
Division at the Prime
Minister's Secretariate the
government has pushed the
hapless two lakh inmates of
26.220 families, concen-
trated in model hamlets of
Khagrachhari hill district to
live inhuman life violating
even the very minimum hu-
man mights.

The leaders of Bangall
Krishak Kalyan Parishad — a
cluster village based organiza-
tion — who arranged the
press conference that
during their confined life in
the so-called ‘'model hamiets’
lor the last nine years, the
tribal insurgents, better
known as Shantibahini, the
armed cadre of the Parbatya
Chattagram Jono Sanghati
Samity sanctuared in Indian
territory have so far killed 20
thousand peace-loving non-
tribals and abducted about
five thousand inmates of the
cluster villagers refuged by
the government.

Abdul Awal, Generll
Secretary of the organization
alleged that the non- trihnls

who were evicted repeatedly
from the model hamlets to-
wards settlement and reha-
bilitation of the tribal

repatriated from the
Indhn state of South Tripura
did not get any sorts of com-
pensation and government
assistance adding that the
Deputy Commissioner of
Khagrachhari hill district did
not disburse any amount of
money to them to restart
their life anew which was
committed by the govern-
ment.

The inmates of the 'model
hamilets’ would get ration at
the rate of 78 kilogram in-
stead of declared B4 kilo-
gram because of 24,500 ra-
tion cards were issued as
against 26.220 lamilies, the
speakers observed. They de-

manded immediate insurance

of ration cards to the de-
prived 1.720 families to
minimise their sufferings.
Describing the tale of
woes of the cluster villagers,
terming it as 'concentration

- camp' the speakers said, "we
. have leading most inhuman

life to any extent as there is
no scope of earning our live-
lyhood there. Nine years is
nhvluualy an enough pcrln-d

National

We were withdrawn and
refuged for six months. Now
we wish to go back to our
homesteads. We would like to
lead a secured life”.

Accusing the ment.
the speakers further said, it
is a bare violation of human
rights to keep two lakh peo-
ple concentrated in the name
of 'refuge’ in 'unlooked for’
and 'uncared’ model hamlets
almost a decade in a sove-
reign country under a demo-
cratic government.

Failing restoration of sup-
ply of ration and issuance of
ration cards to the deprived
families by September 15
next, the speakers warned
that they would launch a
greater movement from the
20th instant in the district to
press home their demands.

Organizing Secretary of
Bangali Krishak Kalyan Pari-
shad, Shahidul Islam, Central
Committee leader Anowar
Hussain, Mamunur Rahman,
UP, Chairman, Abdul Aziz,
Commissioner, Anowar Hu-
ssain among others were
present while General
Secretary, Abdul Awal read
out the written press state-
ment in the press confer-
ence.

Sonail embankment— not

much of a help

From Our Correspondent

y, \IIHMJHA A scene of St&tmn Ruad in the town Euhmerged hy ﬂuod water. It took
~cveral days to recede due to largely unplanned construction of embankment around

(raibandha town.

GAIBANDHA. Sept 11:
Sonail embankment con-
structed across the river
Ghagot along eastern bank is
creating moge preblems than
bringing solution.

It is reported that every
vear during rainy seasons vast
areas of Sadullapur, Fulchari,
(Gaibandha Sadar thanas in-
cluding Gaibandha pourashava
its submerged by flood water
due to existence of Sonail
embankment. Moreover,
there is no sluice gate any-
where on the embankment to
{acilitate out let of stagnant
whdler. As a result water is
accumulated damaging aman
crops on thousands of
heclares of land. On the
other hand. maxmum areas
il pourashava are being
llnoded as soon as waler
rushes. Il takes almost a fort-
night to recede the standing
waler.

With a view to save Lhe
Areas. Kholahati, Ghagoa.
tideri. Boali, Badiakhali un-
der Gaibandha sadar
Kanchipara, Udakhali. Uria,
Ciajaria under Fulchari thana,
irom flood water and to
drain out the stranded water
the embankment was con-
siructed. The embankment
was construcied in the fiscal
vear 1985-86 under Swiss
and Dutch financial assis-
tance spending Taka two
crore 30 lakh 41 thousand
The work was implemented
by Water Development Board
(WDB).

Eleven miles long Sonail

embankment was con-
structed through Kholahati.
GGhagoa, Boali and Badiakhali
unions under Gaibandha
padar thana along the eastern
bank of river Ghagot and
Atrai just to save crop land ol
eastern areas from flood wa-
ler and preserving water in-
side canals of the embank-
ment for using it during dry
season. Besides. the plan in-
cluded construction of sev-
eral sluice gates to facilitate
out let of stagnant water bul
no such out-let channel was
built anywhere on the em-
bankment. As a resull accu-
mulated water inside the
rimbankment could not be
remove immediately which
lakes a  long time (o recede
and consequently caused
maximum damages 1o the
standing crops. According 1o
district agriculture deparl-
ment there are 5,700
hectare of cultivable land in-
side commanded area ol the
embankment.

The source further added,
concerned authority con-
structed 11 miles long em-
bankment just to protect only
5.700 hectare land but on
the contrary it adversely af-
fected crop land on 55.000
hectare in western block.
This vast tract ol areas re-
main over flooded during
rainy seasons. it is reported.

The reason of this adverse
situation of Sonail embank-

ment is that naturally river
Ghagol has been flowing from

— Star photeo

west to eastward direction
and fell into the river
Brahmaputra at Rasoolpur.
Bul on construction of the
sajd embankment across the
river Ghagot normal flow ot
water is being resisted by the
unplanned construction of
the embankment. During the
rainy seasons onrush of water
first hit Gaibandha
pourashava overflowing the
western bank of river Ghagol
and soon the water spread (o
Lthe other southern areas of
the district.

During the last flood.
river Ghagot was flowing 2.08
metre above the danger mark
while river Brahmanputra
was flowing 1.17 metre
above. AL that time water
level of Brahumaputra basin
recorded O0.87 centimetre
below than that of river
Ghagot. Before construction
of Sonail embankment it
took only three to five days to
recede flood water but on
construction of said
embankment flood water gets
accumulated In and around
Gaibandha town area which
takes a fortnight to recede at
a Sonail's pace.

According to an expert of
waler resources, il was a wise
policy if two counter em-
bankments are constructed
along the both sides of river
Ghagot just to halt the over-
flowing banks and unex-
pected f{lood situation could
be averted at the same time
accumulation of flood water

will he stopped.

|

Women developing skills in FP,

SIRAJGANJ. Sept |11
When the government facili-
ties of healthcare. mass-edu-
cation and income generating
prografhmes can nol reach
the common people, Lhe
Sirajganj Uttaran Mohila
Sangstha (SUMS| achieved

tered with the Women Affairs
Department in 1985, The or-
ganisation was registered
with Foreign Donatlon

Ivoluntary activities] in 1994.

The NGO have taken up
schemes (o bring the rural
women into the mainstream

ol development through in

and Child healthcare project,
non-formal primary educa-
tion project. credil pro-
gramme, ly life education

and TBA programume. A part
of Si Municipal area,
Ratankandi and Bagbari
unions are brought under the
projects of SUMS.

While some pro-
ject areas of SUMS, it was
learnt that a total of 10,500
fertile couples out of 19,000
are the active users of family
planning materials from
SUMS. The NGO also organ-
ises at least two orientation.
programmes year for
the project ::f,ﬂth the
help of different resource
persons of the district in-
cluding the Deputy Director
of Family Planning. medical
officers. thana family plan-
ning officers and social
workers.

To reduce malernal and
child mertality and to im-
prove health tonsciousness.
Mother and Child Heailth
(M&CH) care programune are
taken up. More than 80 per
eent children of the project
area are brought under
Extended Programme of
immunization (EPI)] Nurses

training among

Property worth
Tk 20 lakh
gutted

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Sept 11: Pro-
perty worth about a total of
Tk 20 lakh were gutted in a
big-fire that took place at
Govindaganj bazar under
Chhatak thana of Sunamganj
district recently. As many as
10 business establishments
were burnt to ashes in the
fire originated from electric
short circuit at about 3:00 am
on the day of incident.

According to the reports.
the gutted business estab-
lishments include, one rice
and atta mill (with godown).
one pharmacy, one general
store, one lea stall, one bak-
ery and godown, one clothe
store and 4 others. The inci-
dent reportedly originated
irom short circuit soon
spread to the adjacent estab-
lishments.

All these stores were gut- |

ted before the Fire Bridge

team from Sylhet reached.

the place of occurrence, local
people informed. The local
people tried to extinguish
the fire, but all was in vain.

Seminar on 'total
laryngectomy

held in Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Sept 11: A spe-
cial seminar on Total Lary-
ngectomy’ was heild herg at
the gallery No 1 in Barisal
Sher-e-Bangla Medical Co-
llege on Wednesday last
organised by the Deparument
of ENT and Teachers Asso-
ciation, SBMC, Barisal.

Professor Md Abdul Karim
Mollah. Principal. SBMC.
Barisal was present in the
special seminar as chief
guest.

The seminar was attended
by Dr Sudhangsu Kumar
Ballar, R § ENT. Dr Akhtar
Hossein Chowdhury, MU
General Hospital, Barisal, Dr
Kamal Mostafa, Asstt
Professor of ENT. Dr Haroon-
or Rashid. Registrar, ENT
Department. SBMC. Dr Abrar
Ahmed. Asstt Professor,
ENT. SBMC, Barisal, Dr
Debashish Banik. Consultant.
Anesthetist, SBMCH and Dr

Mahbubur Rahman. junior
Consultant, ENT. General
nspital. Barisal.
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New techniq ue introduced to
make mini prawn hatchery

CHANDPUR. Sept '1i:
Prwan is one of the impor-
tant commercial fish of
Bangladesh. Due to its de-
mand and value it is now
called golden fish. This fish is
produced in abundance in
different parts of our country.
When this fish is produced in
fresh water it is called prawn
and It is called shrimp when

it is produced in saline water.

The country earn a lot of for-
eign exchange every year by

‘exporting prawn in various

countries of the world.

.In Bangladesh fresh water
prawn f[arming is entirely de-
pendent on the juveniles
collected from the sea areas.
But wild prawn fry can never
meet the increasing demand
of fish farmers. The export
and consumption of prawn in
the country and abroad is in-
creasing day by day. Hence
attempts were made to de-
velop prawn hatchery at
Riverine Fisheries Research
Institute located in Chand-
pur,

Md Wahed Ali Pramanike,
Research Officer, in coopera-
lion with Dr G C Halder,
Chief Scientific Officer, of

From Shirin Akhter

Chandpur Fisheries Research
Institute introduced a new
technique to make a mini
prawn hatchery. it took about
two and a half years to invent
the new technique of hatch-
ery. This hatchery can be
used on commercial basis.

The production cost is about
Tk 35,000. Natural prawn
production is reduced in our
country due to reasons in-
cluding large scale use of
pesticides in paddy fields,
construction of embank-
ments and irrigation pro-
jects. So fresh water prawn
fry can be increased by artifi-
cial breeding. In our country
there is scarcity of fresh wa-
ter prawn fry. We can easily
increase prawn production by
using this mini prawn hatch-
ery. Every day a large number
of fish farmers visit the insti-
tute to know how the tech-
nique of this hatchery.

The hatchery can be in-
stalled by an Individual
farmer. The hatchery con-
sists of three main compo-
nents: Blo-filter unit, rearing
tank unit (chari} and air
. blower or air pump unit. An
used plastic drum of 200-250

litre capacity is converted
into a bio-filter. The

tank or chari of 200-250 litre
capacity is made of rein-
forced cement and concrete.
With a single prawn hatchery
of this capacity a farmer can
easily produce about 20.000
te 25,000 larvae in a

cycle of 40 days. About 3 cy-
cles per year (season) cah
easily be run and a total of
60,000 to 75,000 larvae ¢an
be produced from a single
bio-filter operated hatchery.

Capital and operating cost
needed for construeting and
running such prawn hatchery
is about Tk 35,000 and the
gross revenue earning will be
about between Tk 60,000

-and 75,000 per season.

Hence, the net profit would
be around Tk 30.000 per
season. Potential prawn
farmers can now easily adopt
the technology of prawn
hatchery and produce their
needed larvae both for cul-
ture and sale. This technel-

ogy of prawn hatchery now
needs intensive extension for
wide adoption by the farmers
and to meet the demand of
the prawn larvae. |

AED undertakes ag:ncu]ture | 3028 acres of land

rehabilitation plan in Faridpur

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, Sept 11:
Faridpur district Agriculture
Extension Department has
taken up a massive cul-
ture rehabilitation pro-
gramme to restore the losses
caused by heavy downpours
and [requent floods this year
according to an official
source.

The source told this cor-
respondent that the pro-
gramme includes cultivation
of transplanted aman on 347
acres of land. boro on 1960
acres. wheat on 553 acres,
maize on 30 acres. mustard
on 190 acres and masur

(lentil) on 80 acres in eight
thanas of the district.

The seeds, seedlings and
fertilizers required for the

successful implementation of

the programme will be sup-
plied free of cost by the dis-
trict Agriculture Extension
Department among 9480 af-
fected cultivators  ha

marginal lands, ,"(',he mmei:__
said. <45

The seeds, secdllnga_ and
fertilizers to be distributed
free of cost are worth Taka
43 lakh and 20 thousand. the
source added.

(gaibandha — a safe transli‘:#

point for smugglers

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Sept 11:
Gobindaganj thana under
Gaibandha district has now
become a safe transit point of
smugglers and den of anti-
social elements. As such, the
markets of the areas are be-
ing flooded with Indian con-
traband items.

According to local people
SITIUE use bus routes as a
very safe way for the move-
ment of contra-band items.
Huge such items are being
smugghed into the
Bangladesh territory through
Hili, Fulbari, Mohanpur bor-
ders under Dinajpur district.
Later the goods reach the
Galbandha and adjacent dis-
tricts through Hili
Ghoraghat — Gobindaganj
route. The smugglers gener-
ally use coaches, bus and
truck specially those which
run in night time. Many of
the night coaches and trucks
carry huge contraband items
lo capital city. All such mat-
ter happens allegedly under
the secret contact with law
enforcing agencies,
Occasionally police recover a
little quantity of such smug-
gled goods as and when con-
tact fails between the mem-
ber of law agencies

and gang of smugglers, it was
alleged.

Among the contra-band |

items like salt., sugar. onion,
spices. bi-cycles and its spare
parts, cattle, drug, oil, cos-
metics. cloth, rice etc enter

the country in a lot almost
every day without any hin-
drances and later distributed
to different markets.
Smugglers continue to
supply Indian saree blouse
piece, cloth at random. About
75 per cent of total women
community of these areas
have been using Indian saree.

According to the opinion of

house wives they prefer
Indian saree for its attractive
colour and design. Moreover,
those are available in a very
low price against the high
price of country made saree.
So the Indian sarees are be-

ing used in the remote village

areas and sold almost openly.
The name of some Indian va-
riety sarees well known to
our women folk are
Radhakrishna, Indian Katan.
Joy Jagodish, Kajal. Ganga-
Jamuna, Kerala Katan,
Saddam Katan, Orgendi,
Akash, Sree Devi, Cheek-
minu, Kinu silk, Plain minu,
Chicken minu etc.

Meanwhile so many mini
markets were erected in and
around Gobindaganj thana
area where whole sale trade
of Indian items are being
held in the morning and
evening are controlled by the
local influential marchants.
Everyday whole-sellers and
retailers throng in this area
for the collection of Indian
items. In Gobindaganj area
out of total commodities 70
per cent are Indian items.

| inaugural

handed over to JMB

in Sirajganj

4 From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Sept 11: A
total of 3,028 acres of land
of 13 "mouzas’ in Saidabad
union under Sirajganj sadar
thana have been acquired and
formally handed over to the
Authority of Jamuna Mul-
tipurpose Bridge Project
(JMB) in the western part of
tHe river. Syed Abdul Malek,
Deputy Commissioner han-
ded over the area to the JMB
authority at Maijhail char.

It is learnt [rom a source
of the .JMBA that by handing
over of land in the western
part, works on constructing
the river control cerridor,
guide embankment and ap-
proach road will be intensi-
lied. Works on approach
road, however., are on pro-
gramme at Nalka in Raiganj

thana area. _ The
JMBA sources expressed
hope to comp the project
h}. mm' l + F i L:Il.:.-..}

During the handing ! . IOVET

. JMBA representiatives, con-

tractors. local UP chairman
Khademul Islam Moni and
the landowners were pre-
sent.

The DC told The Daily
Star that 7,500 land owners
will get Tk about 15 crore
as compensation against
3.028 acres of acqu!red land.

Rat killing drive
underway in
Magura

MAGURA. Sept 11: A huge
number of rats were killed in
the district by enthusiastic
farmers at the call of Agricul-
tural Extension Department
(AED) officials, says UNB.

The call was given at the
function of a
month-long rat killing drive-
1995 organised by AED on

Au%r.!t 30.
egum Shamsunnahar

Ahmed, MP, inaugurated the
drive at a function at the
Sadar Thana Parishad audito-
rium.

AED Deputy Director Abul
Hossain Mollah attended the
function as chief guest.
Speakers at the function
urged the people to come
forward to make the drive a
SUCCESS. :

healthcare, income generating activities

From Our Correspondent

woien have been completed
to ensure safe delivery in thé
project areas comprising of
about one lakh people.

Non-formal primary edu-
cation in BRAC style is also
introduced by SUMS in
Sirajganj Municipal area.
Besides, credit programme
for the destitute women in
different income generating
projects including poultry,
small trade, cottage indus-
tries and small scale dairy
farms are introduced.

Visiting a project on
Family Planning  at
Ratankandi union is sadar
thana, it was observed that a
positive outlook towards edu-
cation, family planning and
child heaith care have been
increased and village women
are non conscious about the
social evils like dowry and
polygamy. Quality of leader-
ship among the village
women is also on increase.

The participants of the NGO
show this correspondent
some techniques to set up
im smokeless over.
More than 200 families are
using such oven of SUMS.

Al training course

S0 village for 50 village women was
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FIRHGAHJ P-mdm h ll-hy m training of SUHB to ensure uf-&:hw

n rural areas.

voncluded recently
Sirajgan] town to ensure safe
delivery of pregnant women
who can not take the assis-
tance of the hospitals and
clinics.

The SUMS is affiliated

with ADAB and gets
assistance of other
agencies to continue the pro-
grammes.

When contacted, Safina
Lohani, of SUMS
told The Daily Star that sin-

cere efforts in any develop-
ment programme can never

go unrewarded. The SUMS
Rave achieved confidence of

the poor and helpless people
of the project areas.



