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TAG Symposium: Reflections and Reactions

HE teenage ignorance

I about Bangladesh. whi-

ch is a social problem,
was exposed precisely by the
Teenage Awareness Group
ITAG). in a seminar high-
lighting "Knowing More
About Bangladesh” which was
organised by TAG and The
Daily Star at the Jatiya Press
Club on 26th of August.
Principals, teachers, students
of different English medium
schools (EMS) were present
at the seminar and voiced
their opinions. Some parents
were also present there. A
number of new, creative
ideas and solutions were
presented by the participants
of the seminar. In order to
know the reaction of
principals and teachers of
different EMS about the
seminar, we decided to
speak {0 them personally.

Yasmin Murshed, the
Chairperson of Scholastica
said. "It was an excellent and
a commendable effort. 1 want
to encourage the effort in ev-
ery way | can. The problem of
not knowing enough about
Bangladesh Is not an individ-
ual problem, but a social
problem. In order to make
the younger generation more
interested Iin their country,
. we have to take the problem
out of the classroom. We have
to create a series of activities
which involves Bangladesh
and attracts the teenagers.
We have to use modern tech-
niques to pass an old mes-
sage. The message is that one
has to know about his country
in full.”

Sitara Jabeen Ahmed, the
English teacher of Scho-
lastica said, "The problem of
the ignorance of the teena-
gers regarding their poor
knowledge of Bangladesh is a
very significant topic. Though
the problem is mainly con-
cenirated on students, there
has 1o be very good commu-
nication between teachers
il parcntl in order to

at Principals and Teachers Say
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combat the problem. There
has to be an administrative
board and materials on
Bangladesh has to be
published. so that the EMS
van follow it. The efforts
laken by TAG is absolutely
worth praising and they
should continue their good
Progress.”

Zeenat Chowdhury, the
Principal of South Breeze
International School praised
ihe efforts of TAG as well s
Mahfuz Anam. the editor ol
The Daily Star for the <vinpo-
sium held at the Jalina Press
Club. Fauzia Enayet Chow-
dhury, the Bengall teacher of
the same school. who
attended the symposium had
a lot to say. She said. "I liked
the symposium as well as the
significance behind it. We
should have more seminars.
There should also be a
change in attitude of the par-
ents. Some parents are not
ashamed at all ¥ their chil-
dren forget Bangla. | also
propose a few alterations in
the telchj _methods of

tht sthools, The'

'Df our Motherland

should be initiated from the
junior classes. Courses oh
Bangladesh's history should
be present in every class.”
When she was asked that
what immediate measure did
she undertake after attending
the seminar, she answered
confidently. "I am trying to
enforce the fact that students
of every class shouldn't be
promoted if they don't pass
in Bangla.” She also said, "We

' have to change the influence

of politics on our history so
that the young generation can
be fully aware of their true
identity.”

Shabnam Sobhan. the
Vice-Principal of Scholastica
said. "The symposium was
interesting and there was a
good turnout. It helped us to
rethink what we are impart-
ing to our students regarding

Ignorance about

Bangladesh
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HE Teenage Awareness Group (TAG]) deserves tha-
nks to raise through The Daily Star the vital issue of
“Teenage Ignorance About Bangladesh'. The stud-

ents of the English medidm schools are mostly unaware of
the history and culture of Bangladesh. These schools follow
the O and A Levél course of the University of London.

Recently. Bangla and Religious Education have been added.
As there is no subject on the history and geography of
Bangladesh they remain completely ignorant of,their own

motherland,

her past history, about the Language

Movement and the Liberation War. If this trend continues
our future generations will never know the sacrifice we
made, the lives we lost to achieve our sovereign state of

Therefore. all the patriotic intellectuals. guudun-nnd
the Principals of these school$ need to find ways and
means to evercome these shortcomings. As an educationist
and a guardian | would like to put forward some sugges-

tions as follows :

1. The full syllabus of Bengali Papers 1| & 2. as pre-
scribed by our Text Book Board. should be made compul-
sory in all the classes up to O’ & A’ level 8o that the stu-

dents are given proper emphasis on their mother tongue

learn it well.
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T

history and geography course of those schools
shortened by omitting many mytholegical topics
not required in O' & A' levels.

compuisory subject entitled ‘Social Studies' may

£l

mrl preferably written in Bengali with two parts —
History and Geography of Bangladesh. The syllabus will
have o be prepared for all classes up to Class VIII in such
a sysiematic way as (o give a comprehensive knowiedge of
the history. geography and culture of Bangladesh. Al least
ene or two teachers of each school should be given train-
ing on this subject.

4. To create patfiotic feeling among the students. all
schools should have an Assembly as done in Bengali
medium schools. After hoisting the national flag all the
students will salute it and sing the national anthem. Then
after reading the Surah Fateha with its meaning both in
English and Bengali the Principal would deliver a short

awards to the best writers. Seminars and cultural functions
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visit and pay wreath to the Minar and Jatiya
of Savar. Study Tours may be organised to
visit the M_HIW“md
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Bangladesh. More books of
standard English on Bang-
ladesh is required at all levels
and fllm shows reflecting
the cultural history of Bang-
ladesh can be made. More
seminars of this kind may be
organised limiting the
number of speakers from the
audience and giving them a
lixed time."”

Mrs Ehsan. the Vice
Principal of Sun Beams sug-
gested, "The symposium was
not very planned. 1t has to be
more systematic. But in spite
of those problems. the over-
all effort was good. We must
try to develop our children
and make them proud of
what they are.” Shahnaz
Siddiquey, another teacher of
the same school. said. "The
sympoutum made us realise

Teacher's attending the symposium

that bilingual education pro-
duces students who are
comfortable in themselves
and in their own society
while having the requisite
tools to interact with the
world outside.”

The Principal of Radiant,
Nazma Y Haque remarked. "1
appreciate the effort of TAG
lor the symposium. and for
the work they have under-
taken. But I didn't like the
way the symposium was car-
ried out. It has to be more
systematic in the future.”

A unique comment was
made by the Vice-Principal of
Wills Little Flower, Salma
Rahman: "1 think religious
studies play an important
role in teaching students
about their past. What [ mean
by rellg;lnus studies is that it

should not be confined jast to
the teaching of Islam but
should include other reli-
gions as well. In the past our
country has been ruled by
kings and leaders who were
Muslims, Hindus and
Buddhists. So by learning the
country's

aware of their culture and
heritage.”

Mrs Zeba Ali, the Prineipal
of Maple Leal International
School commented, "Holding

the symposium was very use-
ful. But the usefulness could

_ have been elevated if the is-

sues were discussed with a
much more broader basis."
"This campaign should not
be restricted to only
teenagers of English medium

schools but should be spread-
to cover the entire tﬂrmlge
cummunlty ul' u'qr cnuntry

wide number of pa-
A rents who  enrolled
their children in
Enclish Medium Schudls
MY afttended the' ‘seminar,

et dh 2GR of .ﬂuguat ﬂiﬂ]l_'
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Abter that Lhe
Awareness Group [TAG) car-
ricd oot an exiensive survey
among the parents who were
prosent’ al the conference

vl also aanong those who
vere Tud

When asked about the
symposiun. the guardians.
wity it appeared at the
Jotivie Press Club. conveyed a
positive opinion. For them, it
hael a Iriendly environment,
and the purpose of the meet-
gt to highlight the indiffer-
ence thal prevails among the

English medium students re-
garding Bandladesh. was
athicved., (e
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Encouraging young people to read more Bangla books is a possible solution

pareni even
h&w“I cultural heritage
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religious past, the
~ students will automatically be

said Firoza Ahmed, the
Principal of Green Gems
International School.

S A Mollah, the Principal
of Omni International School
said, "An administrative fo-
rum can be formed with the
help of all the Engﬂnh
medium schools, and they

may publish educational ma-

terials on our own history
and culture, which can. later

be introduced as courses in

the schools."
To our pleasure, we have
received overwhelming

-amount of support and en-

obliged

cou t from almost all
the principals and teachers
we have interviewed. Many
us with their valuable
advice towards the improve-
ment of the symposium. We

did not expect a full gldrlfy
ing reflection of our sympo-

sium and we were not sur-

prised.

Quite a few number of the
principals and teachers in-
lerviewed expressed their
doubt concerning the sug-
gestion about getting the
principals and teachers to-
gether to form a standard
curriculum on Bangladesh

"history. culture and geogra-

phy as expressed by Mahfuz
Anam at the symposium. The
Principal of Loretto said,

“This may not work since one
princkpal might not agree
with another just because
they cannot tolerate each
other.” But TAG will not be
daunted as majority of the
principals and teachers ap-
peared supportive of the plan
and seemed prepared to give
their utmost cooperation.

"1 would love to join and
contribute in any way I can,”
said Shahara Ahmed,
Principal of Step by Step.
"This suggestion might work
oul if we all work unitedly.”
she added.

" by Zaki Rahman and Romel S Mostafa

crealy o awareness dumng
evirvoie who was present.”
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Lakes were Dhservidd” by (Tiem.
imost parents were satislied.
From 4 he '_-‘-uﬁ"!"'f it came
oul clearly that pdrtnt! leel
the lack ol adeguate books 1o
be taught and read in the
EMS. There are hardly any
books available in the mar-
kets regarding Bangladesh'
in English. 1t is so unfortu-
nate that the schools teach
warld history uplo class eight
or nine bt our indigenous
histary. culiure and geogra-
phy does pol receive enough
altention. Parents feel more
hooks should be published
and” kept in the libraries.
Moureover. they insisted Lhat
lessons regarding Bangladesh

should be made compulsory
-it_least in the junior classes

anid Sﬂiﬁt‘ t:u!' lhem even th:ru:,.

LAY ey s ﬂu!cl
ma:tddlnrv in
classes, as well. "Apari [rom
these subjects, students
could be taken to historical
laces lor study tours in
orcder 1o widen their views,"
sugdgested o pragmatic par-
L. -

be mady

th; senior

Souie ot them even
poinited ond that persanal in-
terest among the students
should be encouraged. and
the hest way to do so is to
e ourage them to read

houks on Bengali literature
and history in their spare
inne. Many ol Lhem also em-
phasized siudents active
|munnnmn hu cudtural pro-

*H-,.J‘

FTER the sympos-
A hum we. along with

viher TAG membe-
s wernd o different
Medhium Schoels to find out
how the students felt about
the syimmposium. As many of
| he students could not attend
the symposium. we asked all
of them (o give us a written
account of their opinions and
suggestions towards Lhe
whole i1ssue.

Some days later. when we
received their replies. we
were overwhelmed and o
sorue exient bewildered by
thatr  appealing responses.
Acvcording Lo the students
the svmposium was a brilliant
ik and basically the founda-
(i pillar for a much more
wiganized way of solving the
present siaie of ignorance
among the teenage commu-
nity. They algo agreed that it
brought to Jlight that
icenagers are very much en-
thusiastic o know mere
about thew country.

“For Lthe flrst gme Leach-
ers wsiudents and guardians

| sav (ace o face discussing

Not Enough Books: Parents' Perspective

grammes. Moreover the par-
ents reminded those present
that the history of Bangladesh
should not be confined to the
‘71 era and after the history
of (he prl.'.-liberlﬂm
shouyld also be irmluded.
However, some parents
stressed the point that this
does not mean the students
should focus too extensively
on these matters, hence.
over loading their studies.
One parent suggested an in-
tegrated subject, with reli-
gion, cultural studies and
history fused togeéther, that
can be introduced from class
three and upto class seven.
For their part. many par-
ents admitted that they..
themselves had not carried

out their responsibilities ef- : &

lectively in shaping up their
children with adequate
knowledge of ' sh'.

In re se to Mr Mahiuz

Anam's proposal of holding a
meeting among the princi-
pals of the English Meduim
Schools to form a standard
curriculum in which the na-
tion's history and culture will
be well stressed, 90% of the
parents expressed optimistic
view-points.
. As one parent echoed the
[amous quotation, "United we
stand...” most guardians think
that if such cooperation
among the EMS can be
achieved, then the estab-
lishment of the revised cur-
riculum is not unrealistic.
And If that can be realised
and maintained in all the
English medium schools, the
demand for books in English,
regarding culture, history
and geography of Bangladesh,
will eventually rise and
henceforth, publishers will
be forced to print such
hooks. eliminating a
formidable hindrance — lack
of books.

Thoughts of the Students

by Mozammel Kabir and M Arifur Rahman

their problems. This is in-
et a history by itsell.” said
one situdent. In fact many
wondered why such sympo-
siuins were not held before.
For them. these meetlings
would bring unity among dif-
lerent schools, and students
would have a greater oppor-
lufity Lo interact with each
other. As 10 the subject of
discussion. everyone feit that
"knowing mere about

Bangladesh was ol immense
importance and it had stirred

the thoughtis of many people.
Everyone was excited 0 be a

I—lunﬂtrlnntqlprnwd
their concern about the way

the symposiym was organ-
ised. According to them.
most of the valuable ime had
bee: wasted on speeches and
little time was allocated for
the open discussion session
where the participants,
especiallv the students. could

have dise uqlﬂ'} their ideas
amd thoughts much more
widely. A few also expressed
their dislike of the fact that
~ome students wasted a lot of
Liwie in praising their schools
insiead ol discussing how
much there is to be done.
Besides this everyone

* thought the symposium was a

great success and some are
expecting a lolluw up sympo-
siunt. in which how far things
have progressed could be
discussed.

‘Just lalking about the
matier will not get us any-
where. one has to implement
it". commented one student.
For a start, of the in-
terested souls wanted a cur-
riculum which would be both
educational as well as inter-
esting so that they would all
enjoy the process of
Some even wondered
whether the Lendon

rate course involving our
cuhiure, geography and his-
tory. In that case many stu-
dents could take the subject
in their O'Level examinations,

they suggested.
Another of students
wanted a mandatory curricu-

lum but they suggested the
course should be limited upto

class deven or eight.
Whatever may be the solu-
tion, all our friends did
agree that the principals and
teachers would be the best
people to deal with the mat-
strong message:
teresting and exciting for us.”
As for TAG, we think, if
one views hi to ,be a
mere collection dates and
facts, and culture to be a list
of rituals and ceremonies, he

is sure to find them boring
and uninteresting. History

University could have a sepa- andCarina.

Lhistnry fused.

Suggested

Solutions

From various sources(principals,

teachers, students and parents)

*

Field trips to significant areas of
Bangladesh and projects about them.

* Monthly discussion and lectures given by
people who participated in the liberation war
could be held at schools.

* Teachers and principals should publish
their own books on Bangladesh history and
geography.

* When learning about foreign countries we
could have a much more comprehensive course
dealing with our country especially in the
secondary level.

* Cultural programmes like dramas
depicting Bangladeshi history and culture
should be arranged.

* Teachers should give projects which
involve research on Bangladesh.

* Students should attend Bangladeshi
cultural functions that take place in the city on
different occasions.

* Knowledge on Bangladesh should be given
through stories and class discussions.

" BTV should take more care in producing
educative and interesting programmes on
Bangladesh.

* Newspapers could start quiz programmes.

* Inter-school debates on Bangladeshi
aspects could be arranged.

* Somebody should take the initiative,
leaving the controversial issues behind, and
write a book about the history of Bangladesh in
English. ,

* The Text Book Board
English books on Bangladesh.

“ History, culture of Bangladesh and Bangla
should be made compulsory in classes seven
and eight.

" An effort should be made to introduce the
tuplc in GCE syllabus.

* Parents have to play an equally important
role to create an environment where Bengali
culture should be observed.

* Government writers and publishers should
sit together and decide to either publish books
or translate the existing ones into English.

* Recast the GCE O'level Bengali standard.

* One subject could be taught, i.e. an
integrated one with religion, culture and

oy,

can introduce

In search of their identity; TAG members — Courtesy: TAG.

TAG Members' Opinion
About The Symposium

Though Bangladesh has an extraordinary history and
amazingly rich and vibrant culture, many of us among the
EMS (English Medium School) are not truly aware of it.
This issue of complete apathy towards inadequate knowl-
edge of our country was first brought to the forefront by
TAG (Teenage Awareness Group), a group of students who
were deeply concerned about this issue.

TAG then published several articles based on the igno-
rance of Bangladesh among EMS and found that to eradi-
cate this problem it involves the support and cooperation
of many people such as students, parents, teachers, and
principals. As a result TAG organized a symposium, which
was the first of a series, held at Jatiya Press Club on 26th
August, co-sponsored by The Daily Star, where students,
parents, teachers, principals, and eminent intellectuals
discussed within themselves to find the extent of the prob-
lem and how we could bring a change to this problem.

We felt that the symposium went far better than ex-
pected and we were energised by its success. Thus, as
soon as possible, we tried to reach all the participants of
the symposium in order to know their views towards it. To
our pleasure, we were received with overwhelming amount
of enthusiasm and encouragement. Through the interviews
we received valuable advice concerning how to improve
the symposium. And, most importantly. we were able to
obtain vast number of suggestions about how to eradicate
apathy towards Bangladeshi history, culture and geography.

We hope that we continue to receive support and en-
couragement from all sectors of the society. We also hope
that spread of the realisation of the ignorance about
Bangladesh will instigate a positive arnd constructive trend
of response from the community. We strongly believe that
by working together we can and we will abrogate this prob-
lem progressively.

To contact TAG : C/o The Daily Star
House No 2, Rd-3
Dhaka-1205.

—Courtesy TAG

The syvmpostum




