DHAKA TUESDIAY,

Dhakaites béhaviour defles logic in many
wivs, bist nothing is more incomprehensible
than our msane addiction to bargaining. How
un earth can you justify haggling in the
niddday. sun with a rickshaw puller or a fruit
vender over a mere three taka? .

Admitiedly. shop merchants nol only
guote incredibly high prices, especially to
women.. they also attempt to flog off
adullerated coeking oil or diluted loreign
' shampoo to the unsuspecting customer.
© Bul bargaining
is not a mere
matter of price.
It seemps Lo be a
ipriestion ol prin-
ciple. Many cus
HOnWrs  assume
thit the seller is
Irying Lo screw
ithean over any-
"wiy., so why nol
leal  Lthe pre
vimptive strike?
The .reasoning
behind Lhis
‘modus operandi
fis similar (o the
logic. which com-
pels Dhaka
drivers to rev up
in front of other
‘vars: inch their
wily past the tral-

Hic _ lights and
soom oll a sphi
second before the
other contenders.
it 's every man lor
Fhimself — it
doesn't hurt o gel alhiead.

Thus the shopper assumes that it's okay to
haggle over one taka. Every taka that he
forces the seller to relinguish is proof of the
custiomer's superfor wit.

Those who are new to the game are likely
v he puzzled (like Brian in Monty Python's
'Lite of Brian”). First of all. how do you know
whether the price quoted is too high or not?
Isivt the whole charade over once you ask
hiin to lower the price and he doesn't?

The art of bargaining requires practice
and skill. Certain rules apply which every
i novice should find handy. Always look
shocked /disgusted /appalled etc when the
shop keeper tells you the price. If you are an
old hand at bargaining, you may even throw in
a4 speech on how merchants nowadays are
only oul to cheat. The "look” should then be
lollowed by what you think is an fair price:
(juote hall or even less of the asking price.

it is now the merchant's turn to look
appreopriately disgusted and shake/nod his
head. He might roll off ehoice phrases like,
Iiml will be less than what we hﬂughl this
for.” . or “we have mouths to feed.” or “you
don’t realise the quality of this product.”

H' and when wyour- price i8

i. o ten taka
buvingl. f all goes well. he - wil

tend 1o very reluctantly concede two
{depending on what yow are
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Dhaka Day by Day
An Old, Sickening Game

by Lisa Khai
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disgusted. but not _as much as before and
unwillingly quote a’price slightly lower than
the original enec. This cal and mouse
operation may take ages so il is important to
balance the importance of buying produect to

the fact that life is too short for such games.
If the entire process is overly painstaking
then one can adopt the-tactic of last resort.
walk away. very rery slowly mustering as
much righteous indignation as possible. Give
the mercham  coough time (o change his
mind and call back:

"Ki dam diben?"

FROM YOU CAVSE (what price will
A:!?f AQUN 7 you give?] Contain
vour desire to

smile victoriously
and proceed to
drag your feet back
lo the shop, acting
as [ you may
change your mind
and stomp off any
second

But the bargain-
ing ritual is never
s0 smooth. Even
[or master-bar-
gainers, the path is
[raught with dan-
ger. The shop-
keepers at Ban-
gabazar, for ex-
ample, are particu-
larly alert. They
usually bring their
price down fo: hali
their original
(quote,  but.  even
they have their
limits. This poor writer once fell in love with
a pair of trousers she really wanted. After
haggling for a good 15 minutes.  the
shopkeeper finally agreed to a price which
was only taka 10 more than what | was
willing to pay. Instead of agreeing however to
the price, | strolled off and said | would look
at some other shops first.

Of course, having found no other item
which pleased me as much. I went back to
the shop:. My return signalled to Lhe
shopkeeper that | did indeed want these
trousers very much and could net find them
anywhere else. Obviouslv. he reneged on our
earlier deal and the price shot up. [ ended
up taking part in an undignified shouting
match in public and missing oul on a chance
to add to my wardrobe.

Lesson number one: il you really. really
want something. don't bargain too much
Lesson number (wo. don't scour the city
looking for shops with more competitive
prices.
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University will hold a freshers' reception and
Venue; British Council Auditorium.
b pin Chief guest: Husniara Haq. a former teacher of

Mime show: NIRBAK — a ﬁanlnmimu: group will
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special mmine show
lollowed by a certificate award programme.
Russian Cultural Centre. Dhanmondi. Time: 6:30

titled 'Speechless

Exhibition of bathroom cabinets: A our-day
exhilntion of illuminated bathroom cabinets will be held.
Venue: Sheraton Hotel, Time: 9:30 am. Chief guest: Abdul
Mannan, State Minister for Civil Aviation and Tourism.

Rotary

Club of Ramna: The regular weekly mee-

ting will be held. Venue: Sonargaon Hotel. Time: 5:30 pm.

Prokrichi BCS Action Council: An emergency

press conterence will be held. Venue:

LT T1me:

2 plii.

ary Club of Dhaka New

BMA conference

city: e regular

wweklv mﬁtliﬂg will be hl:ld Venue: Sonargaon Hotel.

Time: 5:30 pm.

CPB rally: The Communist Party of Bangladesh (CPB)

.

will hold a rall:,r Venue: Purana Paltan crossing. Time: 5 -

Star VOA Fan Clubt the reguiac sty mesiing ||

will be held. Venuoe: 78/B Ka._krail Time: 11 am.

Goethe Institut: The first Shilpungsh

u Interachéol

Parliamentary Debate Competition will be held. Venue:

Goethe Institut. Time:

11 am.

Rotary Club of Motijheel: The weekly regular

LB ILI_HII

A shopkeeper's ultimate insult to his
customer is straightforward. The seller will
throw the merchandise towards the buvel
'ﬂ"hﬂl ich, contemppl. as he can jnusier and_

fel Just vake’ it forfree If youbfi
A, it's yours.” |

his/her dignity.
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NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES / SHIPPERS

| ceremmony . was

il | Computer Appreciation for

Emplovees of different offices under the Mimstry of Public Works brought out a precession
i1 the ety vesterday demandmp: abelition Df mini PWD

FEEDER VESSEL M. V. FONG SHIN VOY 9525 IMP. ROT NO,

821/95 15 EXFPECTED

TO ARRIVE CHITTAGONG OUTER ANCHORAGE ON OR ABOUT 13.0G.1995 HI“‘H
EVERCREEN CONTAINERS RELAYED AT SINGAPORE EX FOLLOWING VESSELS:-

PORT

HONG KONG
KEELUNG
KACHSTUNG

VESSEL

E. GENTRY
0067-055W

COMSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED TO CLEAR THEIR CARGOES IMMEDIATELY ON DISCHARGE.
CARGOES IMNCLEARED WITHIN &5 DAYS FROM THE ARRIVAL DATE OF THE VESSEL WILL
BE DISPOSED WITHOUT ANY REFERENCE TO THE CONSIGNEES,

M. ¥. PONG SHIN VOY 9526 WILL ALSOD LOAD CONTAINERS
796/95 FOR SINCAPORE FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO U.S.A.
EUROPEAN, U.K. & MEDITERRANEAN PORTS.

Baridhi

¢ A HRC COMPANY)

DHAKA

19F Sena Kalyan Bhabar

195 Motjhee! Com Arma

Tei 8645489

T 632008 BSLL BJ, 632658 HAC BJ
 Telelax . 880-2-863734, 866446

AILS AND CARGO BOOKINGS
PLEASE CONTACT OUR BANGLADESH AGENTS:

CHITTAGONG

Mez/F Jiban Bime Bhaca-

1053 Sk Mujib Rd Agrabad

Tet 506142 500504

T 833147 BSLL BJ 832126 MRAC B
Teletax B8C-31-710625

PORT

HONG KON
KAOHSTUNG
NORFOLK
OSAKA
PUSAN
YOKKAICHI

AS PER CUSTOM RULFS.

UNDER EXP. ROT NO.
EAST & WEST COASTS,

s

Lines Limited

KHULNA

1 Muiapars Road
(PT1 Moar)

Tel 25288 25123

Tix: €33302 HAC BJ
Telglax 88C-41-2117%

Death anniversary
By DU Correspondent

The sixth death anniver-
sarv of educationist Dr Najma
Jesmin Chowdhury will be
held today,

The Najma Jesmin
Chowdhury Smriti Sangsad
has arranged a lecture on the
Women in Bengali Literature
iri the Middle Age on the oc-
CAsion.

The lectyre will be held at

the Institute of Modern Lan-
vuages at Dhaka University at
4 pm today,
Former pro-Vice Chan-
@19, PIf Wakil will
lrt*-.af‘Tli Lhe key- paper
on “"Madhya Juger Bangla

Katnw Nari”.

FEMA workshop

concludes

By Staff Correspondent

The third regional train-,
ing workshop of the Fair
Klection HoTitcrlng Allim
rrT*Lw conc Sunday

Thirty pdrtlcipantu from

dreater Dinajpur and Rangpur-

| districts took part in the

workshop.

Certificate award

~ceremony at [UB

A certilicate awarding
held at the
Independent University.
Bangladesh on Sunday upon
completion of a four-week
training course. says a press
release,

The training course on

Senior Executives of
Bangladesh Bank was con-
ducted by the Extension and
¢ ontinuing Education Centre
IECEC] of Independent
University, Bangladesh (IUBJ).

Workshop on
forestry
projects begins

A five-day in-country train-
ing workshop on monitoring

' and evaluation of forestry
. projects

apd programmes
began yesterday at the Ban
Bhaban auditorium at Maha-
khali in the city yesterday,
reports BSS,

Jointly organised by the

. FAO regional office for Asia
. and
| Department of Forest.

. objeective of the workshop is

the Pacific and the
the

to strengthen the breoad

' spectrum of knowledge of

the officials concerned for
proper monitoring and evalu-
ation of the foresiry projects

and programmes.
Painting show
The second sole painting
exhibition by Solaiman Sar-
ker will begin at city's
Alliance Francaise gallery on
Friday, says a press release.
Xavier Bares. cultural

counsellor, Embassy of
France, will inaugurate.

()bttuary

Muhammad Dalilur Rah-
man, a retired General
Manager of Bangladesh Krishi
Bank. died of cardiac arresi
UNB

Quikhwani of the de-
ceased will be held at his
74/8 Green Road residence
on Friday aller Asr prayers.

day

,,_H be Licld, Venue: Purbani Hotel, Time; ﬂmpm

'Statement in t.he
name of APSU

was JCD's'

By DU Correspondent

Some 18 leaders of the '

former All Party Student
Unity (APSU] have expressed
their surprise at the state-
ment published Sunday
different dailies in the name
of 21 leaders of APSL).

In a joint statement Sun-

they said, the APSU
does not exist now and Lhe
stalement published in the
name of 21 APSU leaders is
actually a statement of some
leaders of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCDJ).

Earlier on Saturday the 18
leaders in a joint statement
had demanded dissolution of
the 'ineffective’ parlfament,
immediate national elections
under a neutral caretaker
government, and repeal of
black  laws which was eriti-

*ciacd :nmwm
'in the name of 21 APSU
heavders,
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DU exams shifted

The date for the M Phil
first part written examination
of 1992-93 session of Dhaka
University Zoology Depart-
ment has been shifted due to
unavoidable circumstances.

reports UNB.

The examination will now
he held on October 1 instead
of September 17. The sche-

dule for the examination of
September 24 will, however,
remain unchanged.
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4_*7 The list of Candidates selected for

: admission personal interviews will
be posted Saturday, Sept. 16 in "The Daily
Janakantha' Newspaper. The interviews
will be held Sept. 19-20,

N.B. If any student has not yet submitted his SSC total and
mhmat&pMednmhnmediudy.
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HEWLETT
PACKARD

FOR PERFORMANCE AS BRILLIANT AS YOUR IDEAS, THE CHOICE IS CLEAR ]

HP LaserJet 4 Plus Printer

The 12 ppm Printer

True 600x600 dpi resolution
2 Mbytes Memory standard
45 Scalable typefaces

HP Bi-Tronics Parallel port
9-Pin Rs-232 Serial port:

%8 88

e Flatbed, Color &

e 24-bit external &

e SCSI for Macintosh, dedicated

HP Scaet 3c

Monochrome type Scanner
i enhanced resolution
#l optical

30-bit internal color

SCS| adapted for PC System

Fast Scan Speed:
Preview 4 seconds
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HP LaserdJet 4M Plus Printer

The 12 ppm Printer
True 600x600dpi resolution

6 Mbytes Memory standard
45 Scalable typefaces

HP Bi-Tronics Paraliel port
8-Pin Rs-232 Serial, Local talk
and Ethemnat port.

HP DeskJet 520 InkJet Printer

The 3 ppm Printer

True 600x300 dpi resolution
16-Kbyte receive buffer

For DOS & Windows
environment

HP DeskdJet 560C InkJdet Printer

The 2 ppm Black

& 4 ppm Color Printer
True 600x300 dpi resolution
64-Kbyte receive buffer
For DOS & Windows

Authorised

Buy from FLONA

MATHURA CRISIS . Back from the brink @ AMETHI

ISSUE DATED SEPTEMBER 15,

andc other report
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FLORA LIMITED

Head Offics - 114, Molijhesl C/A, Dhaka, Phone | 246950, 230491, 889160, 881418, Fax : 580-2-863461

Banan! Branch | Dhanmondi Branch -
54, Kemal Algturk Avenue, 78, Satmasid Road
{18l Floor), Banan, Dhaka-1213, Dhanmondi R/A,
Prone . G00B3E Dhaka-1208

Fax . 871085 Phone 313422

and
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s that give vou the ins

associate with 213
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Chittagong Branch -

Surgiya Manson (151 Floor),
30, Agrabad C/A, Chittagong,
Phone | 715363

Fax- 715364
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Launching an assault
TDP SPLIT . Coup in the Family @ RAILWAYS : Blood on the tracks
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