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Nov 11-18

Sports Reporter

The West Indian under-19
tour

cricket team will
Bangladesh fromm November
11-18 to play a three-day and
two limited overs matches
against their Bangladesh
counterparts.

The three-day maich is
billed for November 12, 13
and 14 while, the one-day
ties will be held on

November 16 and 17. All the

exhibition matches will be
played at the Dhaka Stadium.

The seven-day visit of the
Carribeans is part of their
two-month long tour of the
sub-continent which also in-
cludes a 42-day schedule for
them in Pakistan
September 29 to November
10.

Following .re the mem-
bers of the West Indies un-
der-19 team: Girelli Breese
(Captain). Amarnath Basdeo.
Raymond Casimir, Shirley
Clarke, Nicholas Degroot,
Tyrone Greenaway, Wavell
Linds, Ryan Hurley, Sylvester
Joseph., Reon King, Denville
McKenzie, Adrian Murphy.
Mahendra Nagamootoo.
Vishal Nagamootoo and Oneil

Richards.
]
P nat'l
Sports Reporter
Defending champions
Barigladesh Navy recorded

their fifth successive win in
the Pepsi 18th national bas-

ketball championship with a
ol

125-40 thrashing
Brahmanbaria DSA in their
Group A clash held at the
Dhanmondi Gymnasium yes-
terday in the morning.

With this victory the
sailors kept up their group
leadings with 10 points to
ensure a semifinal berth.

The winners led the first
half 69-16.

Mazrul and Manirul caged
. in 30 and 29 times respec-
Lively for the winners with
their teammate Rowshan
scoring 24.

While Robin (14) and Rony
(10) were the two notable
scorers for a Brahmanbaria.

In the day's other match.
Khulna DSA beal Chandpur
DSA 76-46. It was the third
victory for the Khulna boys

who led the first half with

36-20.
Shiplu (25) and Swapan
(21) were the st scor-

ers for Khulna while Akash
and Rizvi notched up 17 and

16 points respectively for the
losers.

Bangladesh Army won the
day's last encounter with a
67-56 points victory over
Dhaka University.

This was the third win in
a row for Group B leaders
who earlier outplayed
Bangladesh Airforce (106- 331
and Rajshahi DSA (151-42) in |
their group matches.

Army cagers Shafi scored

the highest 15 points with
Rahim and Wahed 13

was the leading DU scorer
followed by Jami with 15

points.
U-19 girls' h'ball
training course
Sports Reporter

A four-week handball
training course for the un-
der-19 girls of Dhaka met-
ropolis will begin at the
Dhanmondi Women's Sporis
Complex ground from Sep-
tember 23 under the aus-
pices of Bangladesh Women
Sports Federation.

The students of city's any
school will be regarded eligi-
ble for the course. which will
be concluded on October 19.

Interested girls have been
requested (o enlist their
names with the
Women Sports Federation
du-ring the office hours (10
am to 5 pm) before Sep-

BELDO HORIZONTE, Brazil,
Sept 10: Brazil's 1994 Worild
Cup winning goalkeeper Clau-
dio Taffarel announced his
retirement from interna-

tional footbhall here on

from

R |

Two greats of world women s tennis pose for the photograph prior to their US Open final

engagement in New York on Sept 9. — Star photo by Tawfiq Aziz Khan

Graf wins 18th Grand Slam

NEW YORK, Sept
10: Steffi Graf
. defeated Monica
Seles 7-6, 0-6.

to win the dre-
am linal for the US Open
women's champienship and
claim her 18th Grand Slam
title, reports Reuter.

In a showdown that tennis
fans have waited nearly 32
months to see, Grafl captured
her fourth US Open crown on
the strength of a single ser-
vice break in the third set of

of tennis’
ons. ;

When Seles netted a fore-
hand at match-point to end
the one hour. 52-minute bat-
tle, Graf jumped for joy, cov-
ered her face and then raced
to a courtside box where she
reached in for a congratula-
tion before returning to the
net for a warm embrace with
Seles.

The confrontation be-
tween the co-world-number
ones promised tension, dra-

greatest champi-

ma and emotion, and it
delivered.
Seles. playing her first

GGrand Slam tournament
since defeating Graf in the
final of the 1993 Australian
Open. just last month ended
a 28-month absence from the
circuit following a knife-at-
tack by a deranged fan of
Graf's in a match in Hamburg,
Germany.

The top-seeded Graf has
been battling both injuries
and intense emotional strain
caused by her father's con-
tinuing imprisonment in
(rermnany on charges of tax

| evasion.
points apiece while Apu (25) |

"This year has been like a
dream to me.” Graf, who also
won the French and
Wimbledon titles, told the
crowd in the trophy presen-
tation.

"I think this tournament
was the hardest off all the

6-3 on Saturday

a taut struggle between two

tournaments ['ve won. It sure
teels incredible right now."

Seles, responding to the
heartfelt roars at Stadium
Court, said: "One of the rea-
sons | came back was to feel
this excitement, and 1 defi-
nitely felt it.

"Thank you."

Seles was not so gracious
about some line calls that
went against her in the
match, particularly one that
look away what she felt was
an ace to win the opening
sel.

The first set of the fantasy
linal was full of gripping,
baseline rallies with both
players ripping rockets off

both sides without a single
service break.
Graf came closest to

breaking as he held five
break points in a marathon
seventh game. But Seles
raised her game fiercely, her
urgency felt both in the
power she hit with and in
the volume of her shrieking
grunts with each blast.

Kluivert escapes

car crash

AMSTERDAM. Sept 10:
Ajax's talented international
leenage striker
Kluivert was involved on
Saturday in an accident be-
iween two cars in which a
man died, the Dutch news
agency ANP reported, re-

ports Reuter.

Kluivert was said to have

{-"’-}L;’lpt‘d with slight injuries
in the accident which hap-

pened in the north of
Amsterdam.
Klulvert, who scored the

Ajax goal that beat AC Milan
1-0 in the European Cup fi-
nal. missed the Netherlands
I-0 victory last Wednesday
over Belarus because of an
anile inju

US OPEN CHAMPS CHART

NEW YORK, Sept 10 (AP): Pollowing is US Open women's

Elen Hansell
Bertha L Townsend
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champions list:

Pauline Betz
Sarah Palirey Conoke
Pauline Betz
Louise Brough
Margarel Osboume duPore
Margaret Osbourne duPor
Margarel Osbourne duPom
Maureen Connolly
Maureen Connolly
Doris Hart
Doris Hart
Shirley J Fry
Althea Gibson
Althea Gibson
Maria Bueno
Dariene R Hard
Darlene R Hard -
Darlene R Hard
Margaret Smith
Maria Bueno
Mana Bueno
Margaret Smith
Maria Bueno
Billie Jean Moflert King
Margaret Smith Coun
Virginia Wade

Smith Court
Margarrt Smith Court
Billse Jran King
Billic Jean King
Margaret Smith Court
Bille Jean King
Chiris Evert
Chris Event

Stefli Grai
Monica Seles

Steflfi Grad

Araritxa Sanchez -vcan

Steffi Graf
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Seles stoops to Steffi

An ace by the second-
seeded Seles finally ended
that treat, and the t(wo
headed for a tie-breaker.

Grafl galloped into a 4-2
lead in the decider before
Seles, who had yet to lose a
set since launching her
comeback lasl month in
Toronto, charged back.

Seles ripped a backhand
serve return winner and a
forehand crossccurt winner
on her way to taking a 5-4
lead. A double fault by Graf
gave Seles a 6-5 lead and set
point.

Seles thought she had won
the first set when, at 6-5 in
the tie-break, she hit a serve
down the middle Seles
threw her hands up in tri-
umph and began to walk to
her chair when she realised
the serve had been called
wide.

More than likely shaken
by the turn of events, Seles
lost the next three points
and the opening set.

But then Seles pulled off
something spectacular. She
pulled even with a love set,
the first time Graf had been
failed to win a game in a set
since the 1993 Canadian
Open final, which she beat
Jennifer Capriati 6-1, 0-6, 6-
i §

Graf has never lost a love
set at the US Open, and the
last time she lost a set 6-0 in
a Grand Slam tournament
was in the 1992 French
Open semifinals against
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. Graf
won that match 0-8, 6-2, 6-2.

The third set provided
more of the tense action that
characterised the opener.
Seles had a break-point in
the third game after two
spectacular winners but Gral
held her off.

Graf took the winning
edge In the next game, as
Seles appeared to sag for the
first time in the match. Two
backhand errors gave the
German a 3-1 lead. Graf
needed four game points to
hold serve in the next game
in Seles' last big challenge.

Seles saved one match
point in the final game with a
sizzling. backhand return
winner to reach 40-30 before
finding the net with an er-
rant forehand that ended it.

'‘Oh boy. 'T‘herr were so
many emotions 'out there to-
day. 1 think Steffi and |
played great matches ™ Seles

E l‘ t - r

NEW YORK. Sept 10:
Andre Agassi unloaded some
of his best shots against Boris
Becker after the defending
champion’'s four-set win over
the German in the US Open
semifinal on ‘Saturday, re-
ports Reuter,

Agassi opened his post-
match news conference by
firing some criticism at the
loser in response to com-
ments made by Becker after
their Wimbledon semifinal
match this summer.

“"After he beat me at
Wimbledon he said some
things that bothered me on a
very personal level,” Agassi
said.

"It was just so many com-

ments about players not lik-
ing me, me not hanging out
in the locker room, me not
practicing with the guys. I
couldn't understand {t." said
the 25-yvear-old Agassi.

At the end of his three-
hour. seven-minute 7-6, 7-6,
4-6, 6-4 victory. sl ex-
changed only a cursory hand
shiake with the loser.

"Il is hard for me to re:
spect anvbody who is going
to beat me and say so many
things that are not only
wrong, but meant to hurt,”
Agassi said.

"l don't understand that

and [ don't respect it. It is,

real simple. I respect his
tennis play. But, once a
inatch is over, you know it
ends there.” snarled Agassi.

A diplomatic Becker tried
Lo soothe the bad blood.

'l personally always liked
Andre. | respected him as a
plaver. And | respected him
AS a person,”
the world number one.

"What happened two
months ago is something
which very few people still
care about. | may have said a
few things which aren't right,
he has said maybe a few
things which aren't right,
but we are all not perfect,

“In the heat of the mo-
meni you say some things, a
couple of days later you may
think about it again and you
say. 'maybe [ shouldn't have
said that.” said Becker, who
added that he had not spo-
ken Lo Agassi since the inci—
dent.

Becker shrugged ﬂﬂ’ the’
feud. saying their actions on
the court spoke louder than
words.

‘The bottom line is that
we are both greal champions
and we showed a great tennis
usitch out there today.”

De La
retains
title

LAS VEGAS. Sept 10: It
was a new Oscar De La Hoya,
but the same oid result, re-
ports AP,

De La Yoya, showing he
can be a boxer as well as a
puncher, won his second
straight battle of Los Angeles
lightweights Saturday night
when Genaro Hernandez quiit
after the sixth round with
blood flowing from his bro-
ken nose.

La Hova retained the WBO
version of the lightweight ti-
tle when Hernandez turned
to referee Richard Steele
after the bell sounded to end
the sixth round and mo-
tioned he would go on no
further.

"He broke

oya
BO

my nose,

Hernandez said. "l messed
up. It's stupid to stay in
there and make it wnr-;r.

There's always tomorrow.’

De La Hoya seemed de-
termined from the opening
bell to play the role of skiliful
boxer rather than the hard
punching style that earned
him 16 knockouts in his 18
wins.

Agassi's sweet

Becker said of '-:=.

World number one Steffi Grafl of Germany awaits a
Maonica Seles serve during their high-voltage final at the
1S ()pen on September 9 The refulgent German won her
#th Grand Slam title beating long-time tennis rival Seles

T4 (R-E)

(-6, 6-3

— Star photo by Tawfiq Aziz Khan
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War of world’s top two

NEW YORK, Sept
10: Defending ch-
ampion Andre
Agassi held off a
thrilling come-
back by Boris Be-
vker on Saturday to reach the
final of the US Open where
he will meet Pete Sampras in
the eagerly-anticipated show-
down of the top two players
in the world, reports Reuter.

The top-ranked Agassi fi-
nally ended the pitched bat-
tle more than thrée hours
after it began by breaking
Becker with consecutive fe-
rocious service return win-
ners to clinch a 7-6, 7-6, 4-
6. 6-4 semifinal victory.

A beaming Agassi then
pointed his racket at the
television camera and issued
a challenge: "Pete, if you're
watching, I'm coming.

'T'm happy to be in the final
unSundnymthehgthme
makes it all the more
said Agassi who has not lost a

PETE SAMPRAS
match since falling to Becker in
the Wimbledon semifinals, a
remarkable 26-match winning
streak.

Second seed Sampras
opened the super Saturday
programme by launching 27
aces and smacking 70 win-
ners Lo score a 7-5, 4-6. 6-4,
7-5 victory over l4th-seeded
tellow-American Jim Courier.

Sampras, whose most
lethal weapon has accounted
for 118 aces in six victories, will
be going for his third US Open
title today and said he was
hoping it would come against

Agassi.

"When you win the US
Open. you want to beat the
best player in the world,”
said Sampras, who lost the
Australian Open final to
Agassi but rebounded by win-
ning his third consecutive
Wimbledon crown in July.

Agassi got himself out of
trouble early, facing break
points in his first three ser-
vice games and saving them
all.

'l had a few chances early
on .... somehow wasn't able to
pull it off to break him," la-
mented the three-time
Wimbledon champion.

They battled dead even
after that as the first two sets
went to tie-breaks without ei-
ther player dropping serve.

But Agassi came up big in
both, taking the first 7-4 and
dominating the second 7-2
with the help of two of
Becker's 11 double faults.

"To lose two sets in a tie-
breaker without losing vour
serve once is very hard to
swallow.” said the fourth-
seeded German star, who
belted 25 aces for the match.

Clearly frustrated and fur-
ther agitated by a few gues-
tionable line calls, Becker
seemed ready to go down in
straight sets when Agassi
scored the [irst break of the
match for 3-1 and held for 4-
L

But with the top seed just
eight points from the final,
Becker started booming in
serves and volleying bril-
liantly.

With the pro-Agassi crowd
suddenly chanting “Boris,
Boris" in hopes of extending
the drama, he ran off five
games in a row to take the
third set.

"He deserved to win third
set with the way he raised his
level of play,” said Agassi,
who looked a bhit shell-
shocked before bearing down
to hold serve to start the
fourth set.

"It's sort of came back
from the dead again like in
Wimbledon,” said Becker,
who rallied from a set and
two breaks down to beat
Agassi in July.

The fourth set was filled
with wondrous winners on
both sides.

But with the combatants
deadlocked 4-4. Agassi raised

his game vet again. reeling off

eight straight points and
ending
blazing forehand return down

the battle with a -

the line.

"He just played typical
Andre Agassi shots to finish
off the match,” said 1989
Open winner Becker, “three
winners and [ didn't even see
the ball."

Said the victorious
American: "It was a great
match all around, there is no
other way of looking at it. It
was greal tennis.”

Sampras and Courier also
gave the fans their money's
worth in a match in which all
four sets turned on the con-
version of a single break
point.

In the end, it was
Sampras' uneanny ability to
come up with a huge serve or
winning volley each time he
faced a break point that car-
ried the day. ,

In all, he saved eight of
nine break points he faced,
including running off five
winners in a row after facing
triple break point early in the

ANDRE AGASSI
third set.

'l think that was a huge
turning point of the match.”
said Sampras, who finished
his maich some six hours
before Agassi's victary follow-
ing the women's final won by
Steffi Graf 7-6, 0-6, 6-3 over
Monica Seles.

And now, the match ev-
ervone has been walting for is
just hours away.

‘It's not a whole lot of
time to rest up,” Sampras
said.

Get a good meal and a
massage and before | know it,
I will be playing four O'clock
LOmMOrrow aﬁtmu-ﬂn "

US OPEN QUIPS & QUOLTES

NEW YORK, Sept 10 (Reuter): Quips and Quotes heard around the courts during
the second week of the US Open.
STEFAN EDBERG: When asked what advice he would
teammates on their first visit to Las V

cga
would just give them the advice to bring a lot of money."

give his Swedish Davis Cup

s for the September 22-24 maltches. "]

ANDRE AGASSI: Responding to Edberg's uuggcuﬁnn "] wili give the Swedes a lot
ol money if they promise to stay up in the casino all night.”

BORIS BECKER: Asked what he thought of the seven con

iatch with Australian Jason Stoltenberg. "It didn't feel like a

AUSTRALIAN SCOTT DRAPER: On his drubbing by Michael Stich.
much livid about my performance out there

wias an absolute disgrace.”

utive service breaks in his
's match out there.”

"I'm absolutely pretty

... | was playing a tennis match out there and it

STICH: Approving of the noisy, constantly moving New York crowd. "Here it is more like a
happening. I've been to a baseball gnme and a basketball game, it's not just a sport. it's an

adventure .

. | think it's really enjoyable.”

LUKE JENEEH On how he and brother Murphy gain the edge over opponents. "For a lot of
cuys, because we're able to play at night a lot in front of people or throwing things and going
nuts and doing cart wheels, | think it's intimidating and it's to our advantage most of the

Ium—:,"

\ dejected and monosyllabic Yevgeny Kafelnikov after his loss to young American Vince

=) mr*lrd

'Q: What was wrong today? Kafelnikov: Nothing. Q: Nothing? Kafelnikov: anhlng

J: You were supposed to win.

Kafelnikov: Well, supposed to doesn't mean that I'm going to win."

MONICA SELES: Expressing dismay at finding a junior player crying in the locker room
after a loss, "She was crying because she lost a tennis match. If you lose a mom or a dad or a
dear friend it is different, but [ think tennis is a game.”

AUSTRALIA'S MICHAEL TEBBUTT: After beating Richard Krajicek 7-6 in the fifth set. on
tow much he appreciated a fifth-set tiebreak. "We could have played all night.”

PETR KORDA: On his satisfaction at reaching the US Open quarter-finals, having only once
(dvanced past the first round in fiye previous tries. "I am just happy | won the match and this
heavy monkey which | had on my back was US Open, finally | broke through."

Korda on his previous dislike of New York city.

"l was playing the tournaments in the

summer. the more | was getting close to New York, people they start to walk faster and talk
luster and once | came to Manhattan and everything was going bang. bang, bang, I just didn't

ke Lhat.”

MICHAEL CHANG: When asked if there is anything special about the new racket he is

Lsing.

Tt has got my name on it."

THOMAS MUSTER: When asked what happened during the 6-0 first set he lost to Francisco

(lavet.

| don't know. | wasn't there.”

NEW YORK,
Sept 10: Steffi
Gral has won
the Grand Slam.
the Golden Sla-
m, I8 Slam u
tles and slathmed more than
16.5 million dollars in win-
ning into her account, re
ports Reuter.

But of all the thrills, the
troubled 26-year-old Graf
said. her emotionally-charged
three-set triumph over re-
turning arch-rival Monica
Seles in Saturdays US Open
final was her greatest mo-
ment.

“This is the biggest win
that | have ever achieved.
There is nothing that even
comes close to this one, said
Graf. who jumped for joy
after a tension-packed 7-6,
0-6, 6-3 struggle over Seles
in a duel the tennis world
had dreamed about for more

her with ends
Court and Helen Moody

However, Graf, a consum-
mate champion who oozes
grace and skill. was beset by
physical and personal prob-
lems that she thought she
would be unable to overcome.

Back problems plagued
her before the tournament
and a foot injury during the

t sent her to a hospi-
tal for an hour and a half
Friday night for tests that
showed to fracture.

The biggest distraction
feit by Graf has certainly been
the on-going imprisonment
of her father, Peter, who is
suspected of tax evasion con-
nected to his handling of his
daughter’'s riches.

“There were a lot of obsta-
cles to climb over.” sald Graf,
who also had been bounded
by reporters staking out her
Soho District apartment in
Manhattan.

Asked at the champion's
news conferencejlater, if she
would be able l'.n see her fa-
ther when she goes to
Germany, as she plans to in a
few days. Graf said: "no.”

Asked again about the
prospects, Graf replied: "I
think very slight. The thing is
| have not talked a lot with
my lawyers or his lJawyers in

%

Tnumphmg over adversity

the last few weeks, so | think
I am going to have a lot of
catching up on that issue.”
Asked one more time
about getting a chance to talk
to her father about every-
thing, Graf muttered: "I don't
think so, doesn't seem like
it.” and left in the middle of

physical and emotional af-
fects of being stabbed in
Hamburg, had shown her old
fire and power in winning
every match in straight sets
since reappearing in Toronto
last month.

The two champions
squared off for the fantasy fi-
nal and fought a fascinating
duel, stretching each other
to their limits in a
contest that saw Grafl win
points in all to 95 for Seles. .

After the match there was
an emotional hug with her
mother, Heidi, and a long
embrace at the net with
Seles.



