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Kohl arrives in Cape Town:

German (hancellor Helmut Kohl arrived in Cape Town
late Saturday on a ground breaking first visit by a German
leader to the newly-democratic South Africa. AFP reports
from Cape Town.

Kohl was met by Deputy President Thabo Mbeki and
Foreign Minister Alfred NZO at Cape Town's Airport aller
arriving shortly after 10: 00 pm ( 2000 GMT)

Chechens kill Russian commander: A
Riurssian tank commander was killed in a grenade attack by

(hechen lichiers near the village of Kurtshaloy. the

Intertax tews avency reported yesterday citing military
sourees AR savs trom Moscow

Anothier member of the tank crew is missing and was
probably 1iken prisoner by rebels in the attack 20 kilome
tres {12 miles) west ol the capital Grozny. Russian military
headguariers said

Floods claim 82 in H ana :

Eighty two persons were killed and 253 heads of cattle
perished in recent floods in Haryana, an official spokesman
Saturday said, PTI reports from Chandigarh.

As many as 72336 houses and 1558 roads have been
damaged as a result of floods, the spokesman said adding
42815 persons have been evacuated from the flood-af
fected areas and shifted to relief camps.

12 die in Pak road mishap : e

people were killed and 13 others injured when a bll'i and
a van collided head-on on the main highway in Pakistani
province of Singh. news reports said yesterday. AFP
reports from Islamabad.

The accident oecurred near Mahesar late Saturday as
the driver of the van tried to overtake a truck and
rammed into the bus. newspaper Dawn said.

AE.J to go on strike in Algeria :

Algerian t-cinnn are set 10 launch a three day strike to
protest the continued assassination of journalists by
suspected fundamentalists, a journalist union said
Saturday, AFP reports from Algiers.

The Association of Newspaper Editors (AEJ], which
numbers the majority of independent newspaper editors
among its members announced the strike to start Monday
in a statement after four journalists were killed in another
bloody week in Algeria’s three year civil war.

Ex-Con man Whitten dies:

Former Rep Jamie Loved Whitten. a Mississippi farm boy
who served a record 53 years in the House and exerted
quite but powerful control over the nation’s purse strings.
died Saturday. He was 85, AP reports from Jackson.

~ Whitten, a Democrat who retired in 1994, died from
complications of chronic cardiac and renal disease, said
Drs Keith Mansel and Michael King. his physicians al
Baptist Memorial Hospital-North Mississippi Oxford. He
had been hospitalised since Monday.

2 more newsmen killed in Algeria:

Iskunic extremists killed a journalist for Algeria's state-run
television and his wife, a technician there, security forces
said Saturday, bringing to five the number of people

working lor the media Killed in less than a week, AP
reports fronn Algiers.
Said Brahiimi. 35, and his wife Radja. 25, were killed

while driving their car near Cherarba, east of Algiers, secu-
rity forees said without elaborating. J

10 shot dead in Rio dance

Ten voung people, ineluding an 11-vear-old girl, were shot
tul early Saturday when a drug gang intent on expanding
AeFvibery soveds-in on another gang's territory at -a
chrmee party. police said. AFP reports from Rio de Janeiro.
Sonie 300 voung people were attending a "funk” party
in one ol the tewn's slum districts when some 20 mem-
bers of one of the most powerful criminal gangs in Rio, the
"Third Command.” broke in on the danct firing machine

LS.

Yeltsin leaves for Black Sea:  day afer

parliament castigated his government and urged him to

take strong foreign policy actions. President Boris Yeltsin
headed as scheduled Sunday for a vacation on Russia's
Black Sea coasl. AP reports from Moscow.

Yeltsin flew on Sunday morning to the resort city of

Sochi, his press service said.

He was expected to spend up

to two weeks there, relaxing, playing tennis and holding
oecasional meetings with aides and political leaders.

Jewish settlers storm school:

Jewish settlers stormed into a Palestinian girls' school in

the West Bank city of Hebron yesterday, beat its
headimistress and later injured 10 girls who had marched
to city hall to protest, witnesses said, Reuter reports from
Hebron.

EU dismisses French offer
to extend its N-umbrella

SANTANDER, Spain, Sept
10: France's offer to extend
its nuclear umbrella to its
European Union partners
has been dismissed as a bid
to deflect a wave of criticism
over the resumption of test-
ing in the South Pacific, re-
ports AFP.

If they see the issue like
this, why didn’t they ask us
for our opinion before they
carried out a test, Dutch
Foreign Minister Hans Van
Mierlo said at weekend talks
here.

The informal gathering of
foreign minister was the
lirst chance the other EU
stales had to officially regis-
ter their dismay at the deci-
sion by Paris to begin a pro-
gramme of upto eight nuclear
explosions in the Mururoa
Atoll.

Van  Mierlo’'s comment
refllected a widespread view
among the 14 other EU
states that President Jacques
Chirac’'s suggestion last week
that the independent French
nuclear deterrent could be
"Europeanise represented a

piece of political oppor-
tunism.
Danish Minister Nils

Helvge Peterson added that
despite the high public pro-
file given to the idea over the
last week France had not ac-
tually tabled any concrete
proposals to that effect.

“I'd be against them if
there were any but so far I've
not seen any proposals,” he

said. “"We're members of
NATO, the NATO umbrella is
still there and 1 see no

change in that situation.”

Strike cripples Karachi, 5 killed

Pakistan to move its embassy
in Kabul to

ISLAMABAD, Sept 10
Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto said today that
Pakistan wold move [ts em-
bassy to a “"safe place” in
Afghanistan after demonsira-
tors ransacked and burned
its Kabul mission last week.
reports Reuter.

After visiting the wounded
ambassador and other em-
bassy stafl at a military hospi-
tal at Rawalpindi, near
Islamabad, she told reporters
that Pakistan had considered
breaking diplomatic ties with
Alfghanistan, but had decided
not to.

Benazir said she had told
her Foreign Ministry "not to
keep the embassy in Kabul
and transfer it to a safe
place”.

Pakistani Foreign Minister
Aseff Ahmad Ali said
Islamabad had sent a protest
tn, President Burhanuddin

Rabbani's government in
Kabul, demanding an apology
and compensation.

Tension between Kabul
and Islamabad reached a new
pitch last Wednesday after
thousands of protesters at-
tacked the Pakistani Embassy
inn the Afghan capital. killing
one staffer and wounding 28
others. including the ambas-
sador and military attache.

The crowd was protesting
against alleged Pakistani sup-

port for the opposition
Taleban movement. which
captured the key western

city of Herat (rom pro-gov
ernment forces on Tuesday,
"It was a pre-mediated at-
tack.” Ambassador Kazi
Humayun told Benazir as he
satl in his hospital bed. with a
stitched scalp. broken upper
tooth and his face still show-
ing bruises [rom the beating
he received from the Afghan

attackers.

"We are okay,”
military attache Brigadier
Ashraf Afridi, who could not
rise from his bed as Benaszir
asked about his condition.
'Afghan people are our
brothers. It is only a group
which wants to destroy our
relations.”

AP adds: A militant ethnic
group brought Pakistan's
lirdest city and financial pital
0 a standstill Sunday with a
strike to protest alleged po-
lice abuse against its female
activists.

By midday snipers had
killed at least four people and
a4  pro-govéernment activist
was tortured and hanged, po-
lice saml.

The body of Faiz
Mohammad was found in the
back of an abandoned taxi.” a
police spokesman said.

Authorities .believe the

'safe place’

murmured

killing was the work of
Mohajir Qaumi Movement
(MQM) extremists, who are
members of the same group

responsible for Sunday's
strike.

Despite the killings. the
protest. which left the city's
usually teeming streets aban-
doned and businesses closed.
was peaceful compared with
similar sirikes in recemt
months.

More than 1.400 people
have been killed in ethnic vi-
olence in Karachi so far,

Paramilitary Jjroops and
heavily armed policemen
deployed throughout the
city’s key trouble spots were
given authority to shoot on
sight anyone carrying a

Demonstr ators gather Saturday during the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament protest
against nuclear testing, outside the French Embassy in Knightsbridge, London.

— AFPIUNBphato

M]adic ready for concessions on

. MOSCOW.,. SEEI r
Bosnian Serh C
General Ratko Mladic i
ready for concessions on im—
proving access to besieged
Sarajevo but will not with-
draw heavy weapons. from
around the city, a senior
Russian envoy said today, re-
ports Reuter.

First Deputy Foreign
Minister Igor I[vanov told
ITAR-Tass news agency in
Belgrade after three hours of
talks with Mladic on Saturday
that the weapons, whose
withdrawal the United
Nations has demanded, were
needed to defend the Serb
population.

Ivanmov told Tass: "Mladic
said that he was ready to
immediately start talks on a

truce with Croatian and.

Muslim cominanders if the

access to

i NATD stnkrs nrn: discdn-

mgd P!

Mladic would dlso ensure
[ree passage of humanitarian
and logistic eonvoys for the
UN _ protection [orce in
Sarajevo, would net cut off
water, power and gas sup-
plies, for the city, and would
take no military actions ex-
cept in self-defence.

Asked by Tass whether
Mladic would meet the de-
mand to move his heavy
weapons out of the 20 km
(12.5 mile}] exclusion zone
around Sarajevo. Ivanov said
Mladic told him that the
weapons were required to
defend the Serb population.

Another reports from
Sarajevo adds: "Unusual”
movements of Bosnian Serb
heavy weapons have been
spolled around Sarajevo

Sarajevo

since Saturday evening but
there is no evidence any have
heen withdrawn from the
area, a UN apukcm said
today.

"We have monitored some
unusual movements of vehi-
cles and heavy weapons
around Sarajevo since 8 pm
(1800 GMT) on Saturday.”
said Major Myriam Souchaki.

Bosnian Serb leader
Radovan Karadzic said on
Saturday his forces had with-
drawn their weapons from
the zone, a claim the UN in
Sarajevo rejected.

Today's UN report ol
weapons and vehicle move-
ments left Serb intentions in
doubt.

Serb forces have been told
to withdraw their weapons
along any of three routes,

A Bosnian Serb looks down at a bridge that was destroyed in NATO air raids in the

Bosnian Serb-held town of Srbinje (former Foca), Friday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Snnagar BBC
office blast
victim dies

SRINAGAR. India Sept 10:
AFP's Srinagar photographer
Mushiaq Ali died early today
in hospital of injuries re-
ceived three days earlier in a
parcel bomb explosion. doe-
tors said, reports AFP

Ali 30, a freelance photog-
rapher for Agence France
Presse (AFP) in the Kashmir
summer capital for the past
five years suffered extension
injures in the blast Thursday
al the office here of the
British Broadcasting
Corporator (BBC) and had
been given little chance of
survival.

Doctors at the Soura
Institute of Medical Sciences
had said that Ali, who also
worked for Asian ‘News
International Television, was
clinically dead but was being
kept alive by a respirator and
nther life support systems.

Ex-governor of
Herat vows to
dislodge Taliban

TEHRAN. Sept 10 : The

Jormer governor ol the wesir, .

ern Afghan province ol Herat,
Isinael Khan. vowed here lo-
day to dislodge the Taliban
militia which captured the
sirategic region bordering
Iran. reports AFP.

Ismael Khan, who fled to
Iran  Tuesday alter the fall of
Heral's main city of the same
e, sald in an interview
with Jomhuri Islami Daily
that “resistance cells” had
heen lormed in Herat, 120
Kilonneters | 90 miles) from
1l Iranian border, to fight
the Taliban.

“"Operations are underway
and we will soon liberate
Herat.” he said. "Most of the
regions in Herat are cur-
rently under the control of”
lorces loyal Lo the former
donvernor. who is a strategic
allv ol Alghan President
Erhianuddin Rabbani.

Riyadh govt keeps
distance from
visiting Iraqi

minister
DUBAI, Sept 10: Saudi

"Arabia has distanced itself

[rom a visit by an Iraqi cabi-
net minister to the Kingdom,

saying it has nothing te do-

with the Riyadh government,
reporis Reuter.

Iraq's Religious Affairs
Minister Abdul-Muneim Ah-
med Saleh has arrived in
Saudi Arabia, the first Iragi
minister to visit the Kingdom
since Iraq invaded Kuwait in
1990.

The official Saudi Press
Agency (SPA) said late on
Saturday that Saleh would
attend a meeting held by the
Jeddah-based Organisation of
the Islamic Conference (OIC)
which groups more than 50
Muslim countries.
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Off the Record

A |, vear-wld student Yesmin Palanduz C) from
Turkev 15 all smiles wearing the crown of the "Queen of
the World™ after winning this beauty contest in Baden—
Baden, Germany Friday might. Runners up were 25
vear-old 'Queen of Germany” Beate Almer (L) and 20
vear-old Norwegian model Skaug Syvertsen (R).

— AFP/UNB photo

Charles at war with
his father?

LONDON : Britain's heir to the throne, the Prince of
Wales is at war with his father the Duke of Edinburgh over
nalture conservation, the Mail on Sunday reported. says
AFP.

Quoting sources close o Prince Charles, the paper said
that their relations, “never particularly close ™ had now
reached an unprecedented low in the wake of the Duke's
decision to fell 63 ancient oak trees in Windsor Great
Park.

The felling of the trees was suspended half way through
for review last week after conservationists raised a storm
of protest, saying the oaks were a vital habitat of animals
and insects.

The Mail on Sunday said the prince had launched a
savage attack in private on his father president of the
world wide fund for nature whom he accused of Vandalism.

Their philosophies are totally different towards such is-

sues as the management of the royal family's extensive
properties, the paper quoted its source as saying.

'Showgirls’ — too hot
to handle

SANTA MONIA: Two big theater chains won't show i1. a
lew newspapers won't advertise it and the Christian right
won 1 llh: it. "Showgirls” almost has it made,

The explicit account of Las Vegas Eitrippera is the first
studio film sinee 1990's "Henry and June” to carry the
adults-only NC-17 (No children under 17) rating. With its
constant nudity, rough | ., soft-core sex and occa-
sional vielence, “Showgirls” was assumed to be an im-
possible sale — too hot to handle.

The conventional wisdom held that you couldn't find
films like this.at the local mall multiplex : You had to min-
gle with the raincoat crowd at the Pussyacat to sneak a
peek.

' ¥et three weeks before the movie's Sept 22 premiere.,

MGM has secured nearly 1.000 theatres nationwide for
the film's debut weekend, far more than showed "Henry &
June”., The studio also has not stiuggled to purchase
“Showgirls” advertising, buying a flood of national TV
and print spots. And starting Sept l1. video stores will
give away 250.000 promotional videocassettes of a
“Showgirls” trailer to promote the movie's theatrical re-
lease. The video is rated NC-17.

“Showgirls” may be the biggest test yet for the NC-17
taboo, but the taboo so far is losing badly.

"The whole myth that you couldn't release an NC-17
film widely was just that — a myth,” says Gerry Rich,

MGM's executive vice president of worldwide marketing.
Less than three years ago, MGM (under different man-
agement) canceled a planned NC-17 release of Madonna's

“Body of Evidence.”
and newspaper

The studio said then theater owners
s would shun the film unless it came out

with the less-restrictive R rating.

The adult-oriented films

Killers,” “Sliver”

and “"Basic Instinct.”

"Natural Born
among several

“"Damage,"”

others. similarly were re-edited to avoid the NC-17 nrark
— often with sufficient publicity to drum up prurient _in-
terest for the truncated, R-rated version.

Floods in Delhi render
35,000 homeless

NEW DELHI, Sept 10:The
Indian capital struggled today
to avert an outbreak of epi-
demics in the aftermath of
New Delhi's worst flooding in
17 years which left some
35,000 people temporarily
homeless, officials said, re-
ports AFP.

New Delhi Chief Minister
Madan Lal Khurana said mo-
bile medical clinics had been
sent to relief camps to pre-
vent water brone diseases

from breakin fg oul among -the
thousands of evactiated peo-

ple living there,

"We have rushed safe
drinking water and f[ree
medicines. [ want to hurry
the return trip to normality.”
Khurana said of an nonstop
operation by his administra-
tion to prevent epidemics.

Fears of an outbreak of ty-

" ned waterlogged

phoid. gastroenteritis and
malaria gripped this city ol
12 million people as floodwa-
ters gradually r:ceik-,d loday
from submerged residential
districts.

Officials added, however,
that the Jamuna remained
two metres (6.6 feet) above
the danger mark!

"We expect the Jamuna
would go down to its normal
levels within two days.” a
municipal spokesman said.

Municipal authorities re-
opened a flooded bus termi-
nal, India's largest, while
train services which came to
a halt last week would re-
sume Monday once sub-
merged tracks are cleared.

Relief workers also drai-
intersec-
tions and residential dis-
tricts.

Al-Faran extends

deadline

SRINAGAR, India, Sept 10
: Al-Faran guerillas holding
four westerners hostage in
India’s troubled Kashmir re-
gion extended their deadline
indefinitely as Indian offi-
cials said today that talks
were continuing, reports

“Al-Faran has in response
to an appeal made by rela-
tives of the hostages re-
viewed its decision and ex-
tended the deadline fur-
ther,” the militant group said
in a statement delivered to
fth: Urdu-language Al-Safa

wper on Saturday.

- The deadline expired on
Eilurda evening, local time.
~But Al- F‘m*an did not fix any

‘time or date for a new dead-'
line.
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Beijing co

BEIJING,
Delegates at

Sept 10:
the Beijing

‘'World Women's Conference

have reacheéd agreement on
about half of the contentious
issues in a draft platform
that will set a course for
women s rights and equality
lor the next decade, officials
siid today. reports Reuter.
The progress came de-
spite a blistering broadside
from the Vatican, which on
'S ay attacked the stand
uropean Union on
the family charging it sought
to roll back parental
belittle motherhood and un-
dermine religious faith.
. The sharp ecriticism,
'which saw the Vatican aban-
|dnn a soft approach it

.adopted for the first six days
at the United Nations Fourth.

rights |

World Conference on Women,
tirew the ire of leminists
who said 1he Holy See was
clearly isolated and on the
defensive,

The main negotiators of
the charter stayed behind
closed doors as they began a
seventh day trying for a con-
sensus on contentious lan-
guage in the platform that
will chart a course giving
WOomen more Ppower over
their own bodies and more
political participation into
the next century.

In the first six days of the
UN’'s biggest ever meeting,
" delegates agreed on some 50
per cent of so called holy
brackets planks those with
contentious phrases, primar-
ily about disputes on whether

_modern views of women's

rightﬁ should take prece-
dence over traditional reli-
gious views, a UN
spokesman said.

With five days to go before
the declaration is issued,
half the 430 bracketed items

have been solved, the
spokesman said.
The hottest topic of the

weekend is the health sec-
tion, UN spokesman John
Mathiason said, with negoti-
aling teams hoping to remove
the final brackets around the
most outstanding controver-
sies before Monday.

These included parental
rights and responsibilities,
sexual rights and the review
of laws containing punitive
measures against women who
have undergone illegal abor-

tions, he said.

The last brackets that
must fall surround references
to access to sexual health for
adolescents, to couples de-
ciding the number and spac-
ing of their children, and
abortion, including a call to
governments to reconsider
laws that punish women who
have an illegal abortion.

These are among phrases
that drive the wrath of the
Vatican, ene of the most in-
fluential participants in its
own right as well as throu
voting proxies south as
and Ecuador.

The platform for action
on the negotiating table re-
treated from existing human
rights documents that safe-
guarded these areas, Vatican
spokesman Jaquim Naverry

Vals said on Saturday.

At Beijing, the draft doc-
ument casts marriage and
the family negatively as im-
pediments to women's sell
realisation, said a statement
by the delegation sent by

Pope John Paul 11.

Worse, he said, there were
moves to ace family in
the document with families.
The plural form is designed
to accommodate other forms
of families outside the tradi-
tional meother and father
siructure, including :l.nlle

Navarro W-Il-uld the po-
lltinn these issues taken
ne.:ltlltnn ran di-

to the United

gﬂ'

nfce reaches accord on half of contentzous issues

Nations universal declaration
of human rights.

Spokeswoman Cristinga
Alberdi of Spain said the EU
stand was firm and dismissed
the charges as simply incor-
rect.

The Vatican surprised
many delegates at the con-
ference by calling a truce in
the battle over language in
the document concerned
with contraception and abor-
tion, at the last big UN gath-
ering in Cairo last year, that
dealt with population issues,
the Vatican had dug in its
heels on the issue.

To present a more accepi-
able face, the Vatican also

nted a woman American
Mary Ann Glendon. a Harvard
Law School professor. o
lead its team to Beijing.

LTTE kills

seven troops

COLOMBO. Sept 10: Tamil
rebels ambushed an army pa-
trol in northeastern Sri
Lanka on Sunday, killing at
least seven soldiers, military
official said, reports AP.

Nearly 50 rebels attacked
the soldiers at Punani, 190
kilometers (120 miles) east
of Colombo, the Sri Lanka
capital. Four soldiers were
critically wounded, the offi-
cials said.

The military fired back but
the rebel casualties were not
immediately known

Rine or s SO Tomme.
fighting for a
land in the north ng east
since 1983, accusing the ma-
jority Sinhalese of discrimi-
nation in education and jobs.
More than 36.000 people
have been killed.



