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Moderate rain or thundershower accompanied by
seasonal gusly wind may occur at many plactes over
Chittagong, Sylhet, Barisal and Dhaka Divisions with
moderately heavy rainfall at places over Khulna and

Simple pleasures

by Farah Ghuznavi

As most people grow up. or grow older,
there is a natural tendency to look back on
the days of ones childhood with a kind of
lond nostalgia. as a siaupler time. when
things were happier and lite waa a lot less
complicated!

However, for so p

me of us. child-
hood was indeed
simpler. not just
relative to our
current lifestyles.
bhut also relative
to the kind of
childhood thal
many children
have Loday. With
their exposure Lo
satellite televi-
sion, urban lifest-
vles and adull
company. mosl
children today
are. in fact, cons:
iderably more
sophisticated
than we were al
their age. As a
brief conversation
with some ol
them (s more
than enough 1o
indicate!

Children todav
olten  seem Lo
relate to adults as
larger versions ol
themselves, and have little hesitation in
setting a message across when they feel, for
example that an adult is asking a silly
(question. An eight-vear old niece of mine,
recently brought her sketch-book for me to
take a look at. After admiring her artwork, I
said (since there were a number of sketches
in the book). "Have you been doing a lot of
drawing lately?" She gave me a strange look,
and replied composedly. "No. not really.
The same as any normal child would do™
How do vou respond to a comment like
Lhat™

A colleague of mine recently mentioned

to e that upto the age of about twelve, she
‘was utterly convinced that her mother was
like God. "Why?"' | asked. "Because she al-
ways seemed Lo know what | had been up
to. particularly when 1 had been doing
something naughty.” she replied. 1t took her
vears to realise that, rather than a hot line
to the Almighty. it was the vast body of ex-
perienck gained as a result of bringing up
five other children, along with clues like
the purple stains on her dress (which gave
away secrets such as the fact that she had
heen indulging in forbidden raids on the
“jaam’ tree), which enabled her mother to
gel a very good idea of what she had been
up tof!

pointed out that the little one meant the ST S e e
ast. not the future, and called her "silly” it o e : o
E:rr making that mistake, she said. very seri-
ously. "Hey. come on! Nobody's perfect. you
kiow!'"

This sense of
sophistication ex-
tends to these
children's tastes,
as well as their
ideas, in terms
not only of the
toys that they pl-
ﬂﬁv with, but even
the games that
they play. Kids
loday watch a lot
of TV, and play
with fairly sophi-
sticated toys and
hoard games, as
well as, in some
cases, electronic
games and com-
puters.

Yet although
we were certainly
not deprived in
the material sen-
se, and had plen-
ty of toys, | think
we did enjoy
some fairly sim-
ple pastimes. 1
can recall going
throu a phase
when [ was about
great  thrill for our
neighbourhood gang of seven kids was to go
fishing in the nearby "pool” that had been
built in order to provide water for house
construction., with empty Coca-Cola bottles.
What did we fish for? I blush to admit it, but
it was to see how many tadpoles we could
catch (with our hands, naturally!), and the
one with the greatest number in their coke
bottle at the end of the game was, of course.
the winner!

If you think that that game was strange.
you should hear one of the stories men-
tioned by one of my colleagues. She said
that she and a group of other girls would go
around collecting pretty stones (she wasn't
sure what aesthetic standards were used to
determine which stones were "pretty'l),
and eventually built up quite a collection.
They used to put these stones in a jar, add
salt and chilli powder, shake them around
and then take them out and suck them! She
said that they would pick up all of these
stones from God alone knows where, and
would then go through this ritual.

At one point, they were joined by another
miscreant who assured them that tender
mango leaves, which smelt so nice. tasted
lovely when added to the mixture in the jar.
In fact, they would go black when they were

ten. when the
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A brief but Eaavy downpour

past few days. And without exception it rendered city's Kakrail area submerged:
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today, reports UNB.

expected throughout the country.

Feni.

| 5:43 am.

Rajshahi Divisions during the next ]2 hours till 6 pm

T

Met office forecast that slight fall in day temperature is
Rainfall is likely to continue in the next two days.
‘The country's highest temperature was recorded 34.8
degrees Celsius at Satkhira and the lowest 24.6 degrees at

The sun sets today at 6:08 pm and rises tomorrow at
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came as a welcome relief yesterday amidst scorching heat

— Star photo

" Australian Prof |

visits DU
Journalism deptt

Prof Lawrence Apps of the
School of Communication and
Cultural Studies at Curtin
University of Technology.
Western Australia, yesterday
visited the Department of
Mass Communication and
Journalism of Dhaka
University, reports UUNB.

Prof Apps showed keen
interest in different aca-
demic programmes ol the
department and expressed
willingness to undertake col-
laborative research and train-
ing programmes with the
department.

Art Arena's
show 1n Japan
from tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Art Arena Bangladesh, a
local art group. will hold an
exhibition in Japan from
September 11-16.

Works by twelve leading
Bangladeshi artists including
M Kibria. Rafiqun Nabi, Mun-
irul Islam, Bulbul Osman,
Hamiduzzaman Khan, Mahm-
u¢dul Haq, Ranjit Das, M

Yunus, Rokeya Sultana, Kanak

O EXCELLENT LABORATORY
9 FACILITIES ARE PROVIDED
e IN ALL SCIENCES

Recepti Siitts. Rl —  |lo HIGHLY QUALIFIED AND
on for o, B EXPERIENCE TEACHERS

a voluntary organisation, has organised a reception for film
artistes Sumita Devi and Rﬂhm;IlT A cultural ]Funﬂim will TAKE SPECIAL CARE FOR
ALL STUDENTS.

follow. Venue: Russian Cultural Centre. Time: 5 pm.

Publication ceremony: The publication ceremony
of the documentary book ‘Fanshir Manche Terajon’ by

Anwar Kabir will be held. Venue: VIP lounge, Jatiya Press
Club. Time: 5 pm. The book is based on the trial of 13
army officers in connection with the murder of President
Ziaur Rahman in Chittagong in 1981.

TEEDI'E SONES: Bashasthan Unnayan Ltd will present
the solo concert by Shama Rahman. Venue: WVA audito-
rium, Dhanmondi. Time. 7:30 pm.

!

of modern living. I
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CCHRB meet, polls: The general meeting and ' L$ 5 sft and 5 Units 2350
polls for the executive council of the Coordination Council wwing 3 beds with attac

for Human Rights in Bangladesh (CCHRB) will be held. - nom with.soal ~ff
Venue: House 5/4. Block F, Lalmatia. Time: From 9 am to 5 L -
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Ceramic art exhibition: A week-long ceramic art pafks. and Maig
exhibition by Akhtarun Nahar Ivy will begin. Venue: odern 630 K;s
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy gallery. Time: 5 pm. Chief n-changeo :
guest: Artist Quayvvum Chowdhury. ' 8
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French film show: The film Loeil du Malin will be
screened. Venue: Alliance Francaise auditorium. Time: 8:30
pm. Film-maker: Claude Chabrol.

Workshop on disaster management:
Bangladesh Disaster Preparedness Centre and PACT/PRIP

OPPORTUNITY FOR ADMISSION

AT OMNI A-LEVEL COLLEGE | ADMISSION CLOSES BY

PRINCIPAL
OMNI A-LEVEL
COLLEGE
Road No. 5A, House No. 58A
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(. Chakma, SH Mahmud and
Khalid Mahmud will be put
on display at Tokyo's Gallery
Centre Point, says a press
release.

Artist Syed Hasan Mahm-
ud, a member of Art Arena,
will represent the group at
the show. Mahmud. accom-
panied by Mehammad Yunus,
Arena's convener, left for

Japan August 17.

B0/3 KAKRAIL {(3RD FLOOR) V.I.P. ROAD.
DHAKA-1000 BANGLADESH

{Opposite Willes' Little Flower School)

FAX : BBD-2-861797, 880-1-861307

have jointly organised a day-long workshop titled
‘empowerment of the poor in disaster management.’
Venue: BARC auditorium, Farmgate. Time: 10 am. Chief
guest: Harun-al-Rashid, state minister of Disaster
Management and Reliel. .

crushed with the stones and. as my col-
league admitted. tasted horribly bitter, but
as a matter of macho pride, none of the
girls would admit it, and went on manfully
gnawing on the stones!

| doubt that most children today would
worry so much about adults finding out what
thev are up to. [ think that they are fairly
corrfident that they can pull the wool over
our eves. regardless of whether or not they
are correct in this assumption! A few weeks It 18 hard to imagine any of the children I
ago. when my niece accidentally slipped up.  know today doing things like that, but then
and admitted that she'd been monkeyin : ;

b ; : ; I'm sure they have their own equivalent of
s . th h h :
@,.::H;ig‘ Eﬁﬁggd{:r h}'e ;:]{ r?'ﬁt[:h;f:nfm:d such rituals of childhood. 1 just hope it's not

mv mother's reprimand by saying. “well, competing as 10 how many episodes of
yes.. but you-can't change the future. se let's Santa Barbara“ they can watch without
not talk about it anymore.” When my mother their parents finding out.

Tender Notice
Proshika Manobik Unnavan Kendra invites|
Isealed quotation from bonafied and reputed|

Editing Equipment ( Betacam Hi-8 SVHS|
|Camera . Light & Tripod . Production Audiof|
| Equipment . Tape etc. ). Tender schedule with
detail specifications can be collected from|
| Accounts  Section on payment of{non|
{refundable) Tk. 1000/=(Taka one thousand)|
lonly. Tender schedule will be available from - - |

Justice Mustafa Kamal speaking at a review session of ||

12/09/95 to 24;0?"’95 between 10:00 I...I'I'I. to the book Decentralised Administration in Bangladesh’
11:00 p.m. Quotation should be dropped in thell| by Quaz Azher Al at a city hotel yesterday. — Star photo

Call for elected local
govt system

Speakers at a book review of Education M Irshadul Hagq,
~wssion vesterday laid em-  chief of World Bank resident
phiasis on effective local gov mission Pierre Landell Mills,
rnment systemn for the sake Secretaryv of Industries Dr
development as well as  AMM Shawkat Ali, Secretary
democracy. reports BSS of Local Government Division

The review session was Syed Alamgir Faruk Choud-
irranged in connection with hiirv, Prof at Public Adminis-
e launchipg of a book titled  (ration Department of Dhaka
ecentralised Administr Liniversity Dr Syed Giasuddin
ion in Bangladesh' by for- Ahmed and publisher of the
ier secretary Quazi Azhar Ali - book Mohiuddin Ahmed of
i 4 city hotel LiPL tock part in the

Justice Mustafa Kamal at-  discussion.

iwiided the function as chief _

duest while former minister Pwd:‘:f&:fr;m‘mﬁ é!;“::ﬂ:ll']l:;;
M Mabbubszrpman . SECrElary is the product of a historical
evolution. He said so long lo-
cal government system has
been seen as a mixture of
‘bureaucracy, selectocracy
and democracy.

| ‘But today the need for an
elected local government sys- |
tem Is being felt widely, he
sand

Tender Box kept at Reception of the undemnoted
|address latest by 2:30 pm. on or before
25/09/95 which will be opened at 3:00 p.m. on
the same day.

The tenderers or their authorized representives
may be present at the time of opening of tenders.
The organization reserves the nght to accept orj|

reject partly or fully any or all the quotations
without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Procurement Organizer

Proshika Manobik Unnayan Kendra
V1-GA, Section-2, Mirpur,
Dhaka-1216
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| across the world.

Azhar Ali, in his book, sald
that a new tier of administra-
tion at state, and
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113-116, OLD AIRPORT ROAD, PH: 3250014
82, VIP ROAD, KAKRAIL, PH: 404831
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. provincial levels may be or- ROAD-14, HOUSE -1, GULSHAN AVENUE, PH: 887773 KHULNA
i s ganised. Local government. BLOCK-S, PLOT-1, ASHA PLAZA, MIRPUR.
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