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Raphel's Visit

So long as we have the political impasse we
shall perhaps continue to receive friendly ad-
vice fm:n countries anxious to see it resolved.
But even there, things are settling down to
their nature. Visiting dignitaries and foreign
diplomats in deference to local sensitivities
have been urging us to resolve' the crisis our
selves by recourse to our own genius. |

The US Assistant Secretary for the South
Asian desk Ms Robin Raphel while winding up
her four-day tour impressions ol Dhaka told a
select gathering Df&fﬂlmﬂn that she thought
there should be a ‘Bangladeshi solution to the
present crisis in the country. Compromise be-
ing the k to a resolution of the dispute, she
underlined the need for it, ke so many of us
have been doing for such a long time but to lit-
tle avail s& far. In her assessment, which has
the merit of academic dispassion about it, the

blem is not so complicated as to be beyond
Fﬁ capacity of human mind to overcome. It
needs to be approached 'creatively’ and happily
the people of Bangladesh are no strangers to

the art of trying 'different methods’ to solve
their problems. _
- Robin Raphel met the top leaders of major

political partiea called on the army chietl to
discuss Bangladesh's role in the UN peace-
keeping operations, went to the CHT to ob-

serve the rehabilitation of returnee tribal
refugees from India and left the country on an
expressly optimistic note. Her visit has gone
down very well not only amﬂn% the government
and private business circles because she has
lauded the move against child labour, our reha-
bilitation work at the CHT and our participa-
tion in the UN peace- kedpmg efforts but also
among the opposition and the intelligentsia in
general for her measured but pragmaltic words
on the politics ol the country.

Onc recalls that the pullnm.l crisis had
once moved to the centre-stage in April when
the Emeka-Ninian role to 'faci tate a dialogue
got in motion interspersed with a staggered
agitation by the opposition. We 'seem to have

woken up to the political impasse amidst
opposition calls for strikes and demonstrations.
Raphel's visit, too, has stirred a fresh concern
for ceming to grips with the crisis. So late in
the day, we cannot afford this reawakening to
go waste except at our peril.

The Incomparable

Musician

Although he was seventy nobody expected
Salil Choudhury t8 go t at this moment. His
creative surge had hardly ebbed and he was as
prim and trim a he ver was before he was
moved to hospit st 1. On September
6 he left behind a subcuntinent of admirers
mnurnir% the unexpected loss.

houdhury entered the Bengal musical

scene as the stanird-bearer of Benoy Roy and
otirindra Moitra's innovation of ganosangeet.
gurus of his were the founders of the

People*s Theatrical Association
known throughout the subcontinent as IPTA.,
Soon enough Salil became the musical main-
stay of IPTA. He excelled in writing agitprop
lvrics and setting them to tune both moving
and beautiful — and more importantly. usher-
in% in new rhythm patterns.

n spite of his prolific output that nearly
rcvulutinmsed Bengali music. Salil became a

Indian

victim of the Communist leadership’s dogmatic
belief that art and culture came way behind
litics. Salil changed pasture, went to

mbay and started doing music for films.
He had done film music in Calcutta as early as
in 1956. Bombay, because of the :all-India
market it commanded and also because of a
concentration of talented people, helped
Salil's radical musical ideas to come to fruition
with more facility and spread to find a
billion-strong clientele. It was during his

tenure in Bombay that he brought Lata
Ma.ngeshka‘r and Asha Bhonsle and others to
ali music.

the Five Suns' — Pancha-Bhaskar — of
Bengali music, namely Tagore. D L Ray, Atul
Prasad. RaLanika a and Nazrul, Kamal
Dasgupta took over as the sovereign. Hardly
had his reign ended. Salil Choudhury started

his long 30-year rule.

Will he be remembered as only a film man?
Never. As only the creator of a long strand of
super hit Bengali songs? That wouldn’t either

adequately describe -him. For his IPTA
achievements are the best guide to the inner
truth of this incomparable man and musician
given incorrigibly to innovations that always
clicked and broke ever new grounds.

A Haunt for Intellectuals

Have we anythin cnmparable to the Indian
Coffee House, that Calcutta adda of writers and
artists — from supernovas to greenhorns? No,
not quite. Then where did our set of Dhaka
Bohemians meet and debate, love and hate
each other?

Lately there has been an attempt to revive
the Beauty Boarding nostalgia. It worked.
Stalwarts of arts and literature met some time
back to Eulugise the Beauty Boarding contribu-
tion to our poe and ’Fhinting fictions and

mtel]ectua ising. is th have done
against the temper of time in Bangladesh.
Going for class in writing and painting and
is now being reviled by the predomi-
nantly mastan culture of Dhaka. A derisive term
has been invented for those seeking refine-
ment and is being hurled in season and out of
season — antel. Beauty Boarding was a loving
retreat for such Is and hardly a cup of tea
went down the Eu et without the helping of a
profusion of ,

A Beauty Hoarding Sudhi-Sangha was formed
last week to carry on with the tradition. A
haunt for writers and artists could be revived if
the first Beauty Boarding giants start visiting
the place regularly. People like Shamsur
Rahman and Syed Sl};amsul Huq, Aminul Islam
and Jewel Aich of course, would attract a
crowd of neophytes, not to speak of a mob of
curious spectators.

The first post-partition adda was, however,
in the Capital Restaurant of Nawabpur Road.
After it had broken, stragglers patronised for a
time the Rex restaurant of Ahmed Saheb. It is
time someone started writing about those

- wonderful memories.

- followed,

| merely

HE major thrust of any

structural

T
grammes usually falls on lhl‘.'
fiscal sector because
fiscal deficit tends to rise
when the fiscal sector is In
disarray. Steps were also
afoot to streamline Bangla-
desh's fiscal front since the
days the siructural adjust
ments and stabilizatjon
marked a start. To ex-
tent the wvarious measures
undertaken so far yielded the
dividends could be in evi-
dence from the Independent
Review of Bangladesh Deve-
lopment (IRBD) of the Centre
tor Policy Dialogue (CPD).
This section on the fiscal
sectior owes to Dr Omar Hai-
der Chowdhury or the BIDS.

Tax Revenues

As far as revenue collec-
tion by the government is
concerned. substantial im-
provement has been recor-
ded. [t is reporied that drom
a meagre 8 8 percent of GDP
during the 1880s, the share
of revenues (o GDP increased
to a little over 11 per cemt in
the early } Both tax and
non-tax revenues "howed
some increase ovef the pe-
riod under comparison. For
example, the total tax/GDP
ratio, according to the re
searcher. hanged around 7.5
per cent during the 1970s
and the 19808 which appears
to have shot aigito 9 per cent
during the early 1990s. [ie
1990/91-1093/94). -~
Likewise, the total non-
tax/GDFP ratio averaged 2.1
per cent in the early 1990s
as compared to the average of
1.3 per cent during the ear-

lier periods. The fact. how-
I tegration of the one par-

ty system in the Eastern
European countries and the

N.the wake of the cﬂlﬂf'

Soviet Union in the 80s,
there has been an increasing
upsurge ol democratic

movements worldwide. This
has often led to a shift of
power from autocratic to
democratically elected
regimes. In the euphoria that
indicators
democracy have been the
subject of much discussion
and debate globally. In this,
Western pretagonists of
democracy have continued to
see democracy as a system of
governance coterminous with
multi-party, free and fair’
elections and free-market. To
the rest, especially tho
aspire for empowerment of
civil society. this meodel
represents what
would be described as
‘conventional democracy’.
Within this 'new world
order’ it is not clear if
democracy will continue to
be deemed as the authority of
the’ North en the South. Nor
is it clear whether:it is a new
democracy in which different
sectors of civil society, effec-
Lively participate in both
grassroots and national deci-
sion making processes.
Clearly, conventlional ~

demwcracy has failed to erad- °, terhip!

icate ' the
poverty.

problems ol
environmpental

of

_Members:
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' __and thus move towards self-sufficiency.

ﬁeﬁommw of the Fiscal Sector

‘ever. remains that notwith-
standing the improvement in
revenue collection. Bang-
ladesh still trails far behind
the South Asian average total
tax/GDP ratio of 12 per cent

(India. 16 per cent; Pakistan:
11 per cent] and of per
cemt *«in 827 d" ping
couftries.

f; M‘lh!l &
It may be recalled that the

major om':ts of Tax rev-
FIILES ar rect and indirect

taxes. The former e
income taxes {indlm-
stitutions and agriculu )

and properly laxes (wealth,
registration. n@n-judicial
stamps etc) while® the latter
applies mostly to consumable
goods services. Accor-
ding testhe repert, the share
ol direct taxes to total tax
proceeds rose fomm 18 per
cent in late 1970s to 23
per cerfin the early 1990s.
The major chunk of the
direct tax flows from income
tax of whiegh 60 per cent
owes to institutions mostly,
few companies. Less than one
per cent @f the people of
Bangladesh tends to paw
income tax. The feeble
contribution of the direct tax
o total outlays thus seem-

ingly springs [rom low tax
base. d

The most disconcerting
event relates to the land tax
revenue which is reported to

The ‘yee“d

dtgmdaum. inequality and
dependence, especially in
the South. Instead the 90s
have witnessed a world beset
with increased violence,
drugs, hunger and violation of
human rights with the North
assuming a lclf-prnrlatmd
hllnanilarian and 'peace-
ping' role.

h‘t Asia-Pacific region
. has“been characterized by a
plu:ahtr of approaches to so-
cial transformation sepre-
senting'a wide range of polit-
ical and-economic systems

]

who #from the communist regime

ef Chipa to the market ecan-

omy of Japén. In many of the
muﬂtriei Yegion some
ol ements of

de _rm:}r such as free and
fair élections, imdependent
judiciary and freédom of the
Press, iniernal party democ-
racy and accountability of
ol Parliamept are
vet 1o graduate from thei
rudimentary forms. Black
laws p nt people Irom en-
joyipe y of their funda-
mental rights and military
ga erferpnce. and police

feeity threaten any at-
made by citizens (o

questidn the status- -quig.
The rmfival of civil’ ﬁncif-w

have gradually fallen over
tihe from 10 per cent of to-
tal taxes In 1960/70 to only
one per cent in early 1990s.
The same phenomena is also
said to be observed in the

case of agricultural income

tax. It appears that unlegs
agricultural income and land
taxes give more to the ex-
chequer, the share of direct
taxes to the total revenue
collection can hardly he ex
pected to show any upward

the age-old arduous sales and
excise taxes,
the report., international
transaction of goods [(mostly
import duties] eentribudes
the largest segment of the
total tax revenue. Import Su-
ties coMribuied 56 per cemt
in the late 19708 apd contin-
ued to share hd¥f & the total
tax collection in the .early
| 990s. ripg the same pe-
riod of time, taxeff or domes-
tically produdld goods and

Beneath the

Eaat C . B B et

by Abdul Bayes

movement of an apprrclahlr
order.

Indirect Taxes

Indirect taxes account for
more than three-fourths of
the total tax collection by the
government and @mainly
springs from fwo sources:
taxes an domestic goods and
services afpd taxes on inter-
national goods. The advent of
the VAT in 1991, whichkis
imposed @n imports and
manufacturing stage, gave a
further fillip to the revenue
augmentatiog by replaeing

—

services compriped one-
fourth of the total outlays
while VAT fin early 1990s)
providég 28 Ber cent.

Sponsored SelfReliance?

Seemingly. iffappears that
Bangmdesh 1s caught by a

According to

paradox. Dmnfﬂti.c' resource
]

mebilization i8S an fngex of
seif-reliange but th&y tax
strueture is heavily titled to-
wards import duties. An
en that 60 per cent of the
mports are {inanced by for-
eign assistance one can, pos-

sibly, argue that gur self-re- ghg

b;FﬁAbui

has been in mpurhe Lo |
failure of thg state to e
the expec s of the peo-
ple. The State, instgadl-of gee-
ing the people @ its naturgl
constituency amd addr

the agenda of the people,

developed. over the yegrs, its %
own constituency M
of its organs and clents. It

has grantefl them a degree of
autonomy superseding *the
sovereignty of the peeple.
The slow but defiant rise ol a
global civil society movemeit

is to seen in this back-
drop.

What distinguisthes the si-
tuation today are the dimen-
sions arfd diversity of new

groups that .are emerging..

The 1993 UN- Human
Development Report de-
scribes an ipn: of par-
ticipatory Mmenis or non-

.fovernmental ofganizations

“has made people’s par-
ticipafion"the central f8sue of
our time.

In India. for example,
public advocacy action. on a
wide range of social issmes.
has led to a major break-
through in the power of the
State and its clients.

Trade uniens Have pro-

vldcdmurh of the impetus
for the wave ¢f democratiza-

tion of the 1980s, particu.
la in Poland. Bulgaria.

South Korea and sevegal Latin
Amerieagycountries.

For fdacﬁ sugh as the
former Yugoslav gepublics

Afghanistan and embatl
parts of Lﬁ‘h ¥, rxpeﬁ
advocate encouigement of

broad-based wassocistigps

for Emergence of Civil Society

reaching” beyond parociipl:

bondsor (ribal perceptions
Lthat fuel aggression. '

This, n miany parts ofé;t
world, - especially in
South, inde dent political

SOC i forces gve
ed to challenge
arian, patrimonial
ﬂgﬁ%qnf -llaﬂf varieties.
with their dual i
*terface at the gra
and at the ratiovn
levels. with their

Management capagity,
sources and glnbal i

., represent a significant .
' influential sector” of @vil

clety.

Thés, however, 1:& o
say that the tumﬂbﬁﬂﬂm of
_other sectors al civil seciety.
siich as the cultural move-

Iﬂﬂt:! 'vaﬂ

.\ﬂ.‘:#tﬁ
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Sir, It is unparalleled
the history of Banglades!
where the policemen ha¥e
comnitted atrocities against
a girl — namely Yasminsin
Dinajpur — which eventually
led to a severe confrontation
between the police and the
public. The prevailing evi-
dence urimistakably showed
the girl was raped by the pa-
trol police and was later
killed and left on the road.
There cannot be a greater
outrage than_ this perpetrated
on this innocent girl by those
who are responsible for the
maintenance of law and order
and for the protection of the.
honour of innocent citizens.

] do not know if the
criminals have been really
identified by the Haome
Ministry and severe pu -
ment meted o@t to them§lhe
ministry ought to do this. ~

In the immediate context
ol the violation of the inno-
cent girl, 1 hayve the honeur
and grace to suggest that the
honorable me Minister

‘may resign following in-
stances of many of a civilised

administrations. This may at
least partly  restore the’
honour and d'lghit;,r of the
government well as the

ruling party among the peo-
ple of Banglad:ah.

ijemr MT
Pallabi, Dhaka il

UN-NATO air strike
. Sir, Altho overdue for
last forty s dnd tdo late
yet we w UN-NATO
air strikes against Bosnian

It appears that following
the bold brave Croats
a lesson, ps the USA,
UK and Franee gathered the
courage to launch the long
awaited air strikes against
the Serbs consistent the
demand of the peace loving
people of the world with a
view to pu ing them for
their atrocities, mayhem and
genocide which have been
continuing unabated.

We feel a sigh of relief that
now for the first time
Radovan zic the Hitler'

and Ratko Mladic the 'Halaku
Khan' have started talking,

solnetimes.

directly and

. sometimes indirectly, about a

negotiated settlement of the
Bosnian crisis. Radovan
Karadzic told the United
Nations that there was no
ne for UN-NATO air
strikes saying the Serbs had
opted for bsact However,
Ratko Mladic has still kept
him&flf engaged with typical
ves, but. previded” etc.
churlish qulhbllné-ﬂnd sinis-
ter (ﬁ&tgn ;
mngly feel 1hat at
NATO have

last
- N%Ed’ the facts about
and they have awak-

ene.d after a long and deep
sleep.

Let us Hope that all the
Bosnian Serbs war criminals
would soon be brought to
book and the United Nations

. ensure that they would never

darg‘tu commit inhuman
crimes and genocide in fu-

O H Kabir
Dha!m— 2@

Vo&aed fmntﬁnon ,
‘Sir, The ultimate in vexa-
tion is instilled by the con-
temporary usage of the ab-
ction — "the people” — by
r  otley politicians. So,
what or who are the "people”
and more importantly, what
measures or numbers de-
termine the likes and dis-
likes of the people of a na-
tion? Intellectuals and practi-
tioners'of politics hawe. over
centuries wrestled with such
concepts and with the aim of
elucidating at least partially,
the potential ambiguities of
such emotive terms of "the

" people”, helped evolve the

institutions of Parliament, ju-
diciary etc. etc. Such an evo-
lution towards some overval-
ued ideal of democracy has
always resulted in the
shrinkage of the arena of pol-
itics whereby individuals of
the ecivil society are allowed
their own political, private
and social spheres.

And the entire nation of

Bangladesh, goes under
house-arres §12 hours,
24 hours, 36 hours with
more stueh indictments

]

planned for ‘the near [uture.

It is amazing Lo observe that

the whole gamut of our polit-

ical actors, Hespite “adver-

tised differentiation among
them, are in reality a bunch
of homogeneous selfserving
nimcompoops.

. Here 1 am terrorised into
confinement whenever any of
our "democratic” forces or-
dain it so, for the sake of a
cause that | care very little
about. The tragedy is that.
with or without a caretaker
government, all forthcoming
incumbents will have to be
chosen from the same bunch
of mainstream "leader® that
engineer the anarchical re-
public of Bangladesh today.

However, ‘'most immediate
of my problems. and I dare-~
say your problems, is the im-
position of hartals.

Awaken fellow nationals.
Let us appeal in unison to all
concerned to keep puh{i
out of th#® streets. If such
ulépian gésture is heeded. ft
will be: the very-lirst siep of
devtlupmenl that our ill-

ratedw h wil take.
3
MMh UK
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Traffic jam ™

Str, Traffic jam in Dhaka
has become endemic. It is a
fa€t of life and*we, the gesi-
dents of this city, have come

that no is

to reali
in saghb,"and we haw: 'u;rt -

‘with it But"}!l rOal -
users can get some respite if
all the u could show little

bit of ronsideration t rds
each other. Most often it is
compounded by the facl that
neither the car dri " nor
the rickshawpullers would
give a side to the traffic'com-

ing from the te. A case
in point i¥ the regular traffic
jam around the Vigarunnhesa
School. As I live in the vicin-
ity, | witness the drama” év¥
eryday. | presume similar

problem occurs in rnt of
every school. .'

Three times a day
morning, mid-day and af

noon — the roads around
school is clogged with
as all the available SUP-

face is oecupied by both in-
coming and outgoing wehi-

could be avided by

cles.

applyimg " the mdsy sgsdimen-
tary “traffic r ations.
During the rugh fiours when'

shifts change. three roads
around t(he schgol viz.
Elephant Road, Sﬁheawari
Road and Bailey ghould
be designatcﬂ as one-way

roads without allowing an
vehicle (including Mekshaw

to enter the roads from gp--

posite directign. This will,
however, req the cooper-
ation of the traffic police, the
school authoritiés and, most
importantly, “the - own-
ers/users of ve es, both
motorfsed, and ™ non-me-
torised. Let this premier aca-
demic Mstitution of the city

fgdcountry!) set an gxample for

olhers to emulate.

Hedayat Ahmed . . %
J -
- War Crime
« Sir, My heéart swelled with
pfide and joy as | read in the
néwspapers lgvPakistam that
Minister for Works, Rafiqul
Islam Miah. Member of
Parliament Suranjitsen Gupta
and Retd. Justice K M
Sobhan of Bangladesh have
not only demanded that
Pakistan should apelogize to
Bangladesh for'the horren-
dous atrocities committed by
the Pakistanis in 1971 but
they should also be put on
trial for war crimes.
It is a long felt demand of
the people of Bangladesh
it4s about time the g -
ment, the intellectuals d
the Internatiemal War Crimes
Tribunal d@ something about
it. The ane and the
Serbs look Hktm sSCouis
compared to what the
akistani Army did in
; esh ‘and it is unimag-
th#t they should be al-
lowed to get away e it
The Nazis are still be
hunted down like rabid
fifty years after the enfl of
WH and there. ia no réason

he' Pakistanis
not Thﬂntul down ‘p.nd
brought fo trial,

p up the good work
lemen. History and the
will be forever f’ﬂl&ﬁ.ﬂ

F."!

I-nynu
Parveen Hague
Lahore, Pakistan
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‘and aid inflogs. Sa long a
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revenue amnd

§ be 't rgds
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la) As per than in the ssion test. H‘
decision colle arf: lu d!:* confidence of ghe guardians
®are their n and students be diver-
for admissm.mm rlit stu— siffedd from oply 3 few col-

dents according to the marks

coaching centres.

enue continues some
clements of

nature while the

ment budget. at the same
Ume, also embraces some
expenses which could be
turned as revenue outlays. In
the case of revenue revenue budget.
the expenses

liance is & function i

dent cam't be made in gener-
ating more Lax an® non-tax
revermyes from other non-im-

port spurces, the -re-
liance would have o -

tinwéd to be sponsored
donaors.

prised

the pgason that a
number aided pro-
jects re@mire a ha

Govermment

_Expenditure

share of goveramental
expenditure to GDPR, reflects
thee contribution of govern-
mental activities” i national
development. To -

er domestic
companent in  Annual

"evelopment Plan (ADP) is
considered as an index of self

menl expenditure a reliance By the government.
little over 15 per cemt ""“3“" the study by Dr
during the 1970s -; Mwy thl-m
1980s which shar ﬂ. Mﬁm
marginal rise 1o 6 per et ﬂ“"
in ea 1990- fm I.._- 1:;? 7&1'79-

i ¢

$ A5

pﬂc‘_mmy | 990s as ”“

&?.,

m m 3 1939!
th‘e | 1;& o ng '—'ﬂ'h’ lm
1‘ fﬂﬁ,rm lg m. IDWH and
. On the ot ! the
Mm' re

shared a miserable dewnturn t""' lhff"

trend® 8.9 per cent in 1975- *"“l diture was H#-
8-1979-80, 7.5 cent i ¢ Manged foreign aid. The
85/86-198 and 7.3 doomisday seems to be over
per cent in | 1-1993- and should con-
894 Limue, 'mw. ate
this w #o few ob- "nwnm finance- in-

11‘1"'&!]1! amount. of
wntal o from m
’tluﬂrﬂ- -lgu- meve Lo-

sd be 'in order. THE' it

Wtudutié

man hist Mﬂ‘l

lizati has at 't

c , it is tHE Givil

clety has givent in
media are any less significant. .  desired di L
In.fact, most of the funda- |t is the of the civil
mental changes in favour of ‘seciety byithe go '

people's rights in the past
|00 years have come, lgng
befoge the emergence of
NGOs as an institutional body
through the collective
movement of these Sﬁ‘:tnri“nf
civil society.

NGOs are, in fact, only one
sector of the broader civil so-

that creates the en-

vironment necessary for its

healthy growth be-
ing, But we krmvée his-
tory that when the '

is

neither

had called far
the governmert |

*m-lwum

ciety. The struggle for em- ush . : )
’uwa:rm:nt | society as ¢ % J

a whole willi bewome more mankind. < £ % =’
‘meaningful w ifferent It. therefore. devolves on
sectors find %’ grounds all of us to continue our ef-
and space for laboration forts to strengthen the civil
Lowa addressing their society and empower it.

s.q.hran: as well as cammon The author . is the

OPINION \
~A Journey to Samty

Syeda Shamse Ara Huseyn*
-1 read with” mt!!n:h an we would be happj.

the

editorial of The f]agg Star cenirayy. this 'roari g busi-
datel®’ 25 Augu 5. An_ _ness is ofill, ng" with
impunity and ¢  ednca- |

the *gditorial, gaver T
decision to abelish’ ;&%n
lesi in the HSC

tional , institht avf:
ﬁm e . adoplcd prwahmeh

as a ; tHeir tcﬂ as d syste g
"Mini Revolution’ and exte w:}ring al academic” ex*
sion of the sameé tp the Engl- Erﬂ:LIEI' in their fespective

mfrmg Universft Medicat “ classes. u.nw-l soin e
i Unh Gnve.mm&l:t :'!hn is_taken

Colleges and o
versities has ; Lo preyent t prlru.:m
Apparent]y

good logic in the

,the r:nt'h't measure taken by
; '_' ‘the Government ta* improve
cleﬁtalﬂn But If total sce- *uimlsamn system will remﬂn
ﬂﬂt’lﬂ“ﬂb pl':ﬁent in ﬂlﬂhctiﬁ > -
our educational systém, . y (d) Thﬁrl.‘ are
envirgnment, prevailin thaf SOmE. hﬁliltill‘y"
|higt sectof are pr ti::a]ly dents gettigg lower
analysed, one may"not con- fo# some. keasons
sider theydecision of the -theit control. come
Gov trnﬁlenf as the cea cessful in the ad 1
to the iffs in the admission “and show their talefit i
system. . sequent examinafons.

] l’ﬂf_".l that all the relevant their chances
issues involving admissio

< ]
to grow
through admission tesis are
and also the standard of edu- ° denied then what alternative
ci‘an maintained by differ~ “easures will be taken to bail

s (o be'd them out? Will it be wise to
ignore them? 14
In my view; the remedy
for the suffering of the stu-
dents for admission at me
HSC classes Jlies elsew

colleges a att
LAKen into sideration,
Ihcre are certain very im-
nt poi x'hmb jugtify
ission t I elaburate:
Lhﬂ;se points hel

4 L

legles to most of the colleges

obtajned in the 8&SC _therl the pressure uh a llm
r.\tu]‘tlﬂat%. ThHis method " ited -number @'hm

lig® been "@eclai on the reduce sand eruﬂ'
ground that this em. will students -ﬂl ‘be rﬂﬂlifniaed

stop malpraetices by certain
institutions, tadbirs by influ-
ential quarterg.and exploita-
tion of the gﬁ%ﬂla_na by the
While we

This ean bé dame by improv-
ing quality of tion of
the fiultln! calleges.
Government may take appro-

cannot be so sulle to achigve
these objectives hy abolishing
the admission test, on the
other-hand, quality of educa
tion may further deteriorate.

(b} Results of the Public
Examinations specially at the
SS€ ang HSC level are influ-
enced by so many factors, i.e.
intensive tutoring, un-
fairmeans at the examina-
tions, question bank, forged
marksheets etc. Therefore,
these results do not guaran-
tee the level of quality of the
stugents inspite of codifica
tion of examination scripts
and publication of comput
erised results. Under such a
situation admission tests en-
able the colleges to find out
students suitable for continu-
ing and maintaining a certain
level of educational standard
bw them.

le)] Disapproving the
coaching business, your edi-
lorial has commented that by
one fell stroke' the education
authprities has setl this
woaring business at naught' I

\Lour contention was correct,

priatg action to mpmwz the
altu%'l

Private cmch has
emerged due to negli-
gence of the teacher to do
his duty in the classes. If a
teacher is recruited without
judging his aptitude. he may
not be responsive to the need
of teaching. Hence not only
the teachers should be ade-
quately paid, but at the same
time recruitment of a gen-
uine qualified teacher must
be ensured. As far as possible,
teachers must be discouraged
from undertaking private
coaching. Students must
learn their lessons in their
classes

Finally. | express my firm
conviction that admission
lest can give proper scope (o
a deserving student to get
admission as per his or her
aptitude. In my view, that will
serve greater interest of the
sociely by providing scope to
deserving candidates and its
denial will deprive many

The writer is Principal,

Sidadheswart Girls f"‘u-ﬂrg!'J
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