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Housewife chopped
to death

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Sept 8: One
Kohinoor Begum. 35. a ho
usewife., was chopped to
death by seme unidentified
miscreants last night at Kak
chira village under Pathar
ghata thana of Barguna
distirict. The reason of her
killing was not known im-
mediately

Krishak League
meet today

By Staff Correspondent

An extended meeting ol
the Krishak League will be
held today at Bangabandhu
Avenue at 10:30 am. Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina
will attend the meeting
chiet guest

o bl

Clash leaves one
dead in Sirajgan)

SIRAJGANJ, Sept B One
person was killed and [0
others were injured four se
rously. in a clash between
the rival groups of people at
Barakandi village in sadar

thana today. Villagers said
Nurul Islam. 34, son of Abul

Hashem. was hit and killed,

by his rivals following a land
dispute. He died on the spot

They said one hand of a |

teenage boy. Masum. was
off during the clash.

reports LUNB

Brar sworn in as
-
Punjab CM
CHANDIGARH, Sept 8
Harcharan Singh Brar. a 73
year-old politician. was sworn
in today as chief minister of
India’'s northern Punjab state
where a bomb blast had
killed his predecessor last
month. The Press Trust of
Iindia said Brar, who served
as health minister in Beant
Singh's government, took (he
oath of office at a eeremonv
in the state capital Chan-

digarh in the presence of
several federal ministers

reports AFP.

GENEVA. Sept 8: The
main players in the Yugoslav
conflict agreed today on basic
principles for peace Iin
Bosnia. guaranteeing Bosnia's
. future territorial integrity but

dividing it up almost equally
| between Serbs and a Muslim:
i Croat alliance, diplomats

| said, reports Reuler.
They said the agreement

was reached during talks be-
tween the foreign ministers
of Croatia. rump Yugoslavia
and Bosnia with US negotia-
tors Richard Holbrooke and
members of 4ihe contact
group of major powers.
Holbrooke. who had said

e . —

SATURDAY,

earlier in the day he hoped to
make a major announcement
after the talks, had brought
forward a planned news con-
ference from 1600 GMT to
1430 GMT.

But diplomats said there
was still disagreement over a
second document on the
stiutus of eastern Slavonia,
part of Croatia conquered by
Serbia in 1991 and still held
by Belgrade.

A document on basic prin-
ciples agreed by the parties,
obtained by Reuters. said:
"Bosnia ... will continue its le-
gal existence with its present
horders and continuing in-

DHAKA

ternational recognition.”-
"Bosnia...will consisi of two

entities, the Federation of

Bosnia and Herzegovina as.

established by the
Washington agreements and
the Republica Srpska.”

Bosnian Foreign Minister
Muhained Sacribey said today
that an accord outlining
Bosnia's future constitution
ruled out the possibility of
Bosnian Serbs joining a
vreater Serbia.

"We have cleared up once

Ji11tl for all the possibility of a |

greater Serbia being created
o our doorstep,” Sacribey
ol reporters after meeting

SEPTEMBER 9, 1995

Accord on basic principles for peace
Bosnia to be equally divided
between Serbs, Muslim-Croats

~the: foreign ministers of
‘Crpatia and former Yugoslavia.

Sacribey said the Serb

~entity in Bosnia would be able

‘to have cultural, trading and

other such links with Serbia
proper, but would not be able
Lo enter into a political con-

tederation that affected
Bosnia's sovereignty.
“We bave been told

explicitly that there would be
no confederation.” he said.
AFP adds: NATO warplanes
have extended their air cam-
paign against the Bosnian
Serbhs to include roads and
bridges in the hope of in-
'See Page 12 Col 4
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Literacy Day
observed

The international Literacy
Dav was observed throughout
country yesterday as
vlsewhere of the world. re-

| parts BSS,

NEWS BRIEFS

HHons

and
organisa-
the day
holding seminars,

Various governmenl
non-government
observed
through

| symposiums and discussion

on Lhe significance of the day
'his year's slogan of the

day was education for all.’
Colourful processions

were brought out in Dhaka
Al other cities and towns to

inark the day.

I'resident Abdur Rahman
Iliswas and Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia gave sep
arate inessages on the occa
sion. Awami lLeague c¢hiel
Sheikh Hasina also issued a
nwessage on the day

Newspapers brought oul
supplements while
radio and television put up
special programmes high
the significance of
The owcasion

Mhe Linited
Assow pation ol

NAalions
Hangladesh

MINAB) held 4 discussion at
its olfire here to mark the
hy

C ampaign lor Popular

Education [CAMPE]
government

da IH

organisation
vimsisted of 37 different s
i cultural organisations,
brought ot a colourful rally

" which paraded from Nauonal
Miiseum o Nauonal Press

See Page 12 Col 3
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Govt firm to eradicate
illiteracy by 2000 : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterdav urged
all citizens irrespective ol
party affiliations 1o actively
join the literacy programme
to make il a success within
the shortest possible time,
reports BS5.

"Let us declare in one
voice that we will free our
country from the curse of il-
literacy by the year 2000°,
she appcalfd to the people at
a function in the city in ob
servance of the International
Literacy Day.

The Prime Minister said
her governmeni had taken all
steps 1o remove tlliiteracy for
accelerating the pace of de
velopment. and making the
people conscious of their
rights, dignity and responsi
hilities L

"We are firmly committed

to eradicate illiteracy from
the country by the vear
2000, she aflirmed

Begum Zia also gave ut
most importance on educa
tion to help maintain the
hard earned demaocracy and
democratic spirt

Organised by the Primary
and Mass Education Division
at Osmany Memorial Hall au
ditorium. the function was
also addressed by Deputy
Leader of the Jativa Sangsac
Prol A @ M Badruddoza
Chowdhury as special guest
former education advisor

Azizil Huq. noted education-
ist Dr Abdullah Al-Muti
Sharfuddin and secretary of

the Primary and Mass
Education Division Kazi
Rakibuddin Ahmed,

The Prime Minister dis-
tributed awards among the
best teachers for their no-
table contributions in the
programmes of non-forrnal
education, basic education
and adult education.

The Prime Minister said
her government has been
making the highest budgetary
allocations in education sec-
lor every year.

Relerring to the intro-
duction of compulsory pri-
mary education and food for
edducation programme,
Begum Zia said these mea-
sures had helped raise the
rate of literacy to 37 per cent
in the last four years.

She said the government
had also introduced non-for
mal education and adult edu
cation programimes.

The Prime Mimister said
that the inhabitants of
Lalmonirhat district had now
been ireed from the curse of
illiteracy through the cooper-
ation of the people of all
shades of opinion.

The programmes of
mverall education mevement
she said. had been taken in
the district of Bhola.

See Page 12 Col 7
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in battles between the reli-
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Delesates 1o the World Women's NGO Forum watch the closing ceremony on the outdoor

stige at the venue site in Huairou, China, yesterday.

Beijing

NGO Forum

meet ends with call
to 'keep on fighting'

Shaheen Anam from Beijing

The 10-day NGO Forum
meel ended al Huairou yes-
terday.

Thousands of women

. stood in persistent drizzle to

walch Chinese dancers, dru-
mmers and lion dancers

| «lose the gathering of thou-
|

sands of private activists from
around the world.

The forum leaves the stage
main UN meeting at
| Beijing, where organisers
| claimed small breakthroughs

gious conservatives and femi-
nists for the future equality of

| SEXES,

The chairman of the main
committee of the FWCW and
of the UN Commission on
Status of Women [CSW)], Dr
Pulrecia Lecuanan has one

hEssHpe S kerp O gt

NGOs, she said. who have
played an active role in the
preparatory process will have
lo continue putting pressure
on governments to monitor
compliance with the agree-
ments reached in the Beijing
Platform for Action.

The pace of discussion at
the UN conference is slow,
but observers are optimistic

. ____Seealso page 8
about accord on the three
contentious issues — rights,
respurces and reproductive
health.

Dr Nafis Sadik, head of
LUUNFPA, strongly defended
the Cairo Action Plan in her
speech at the UN conference
Wetdlnesday. She said that the
first mark of respect for

1 OTSeEPage 12 C8lL 4 T T
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2 young men
™ , .
in city .
By Staff Correspondent

Two young men were
rnircdered in two separate in-
cidents and the body of a
yuvung woman was found in
the city yesterday.

Afasuddin, 28, was al-
legedly strangled at a hotel
room in North South road in
the old part of the city. po-
lice said. Afasuddin's body
was lving on the I1loor, the
neck tied by a piece of cloth,
police added.

Afasuddin, son of Rahman
Miah of Kotalipara, along with
one Ismail, came to the hotel
at around 5 pm Thursday.
About half an hour later,
Ismail left the hotel deposit-
ing the key of the room at
the counter. Ismail could net
be traced till last night. pe-
lice said.

The body was sent to the
Dhaka Medical College
{ Hospital (DMCH) fer autopsy.

. Dacoits sb f.lug* "
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Hasina exchanges
views with
intellectuals

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Shei-
kh Hasina vesterday ex-
changed views with some in-
tellectuals. educationists and
cultural activists on countrv s
political situation and her
party s on-going agitation for
elections under a caretaker
government.

"The agitation is lor
establishing people's right to
vote. It is not for power.” she

said during the exchange ol |

views at the Dhanmondi party
office. She also called upon
the people of all professions
lo join the movement,

"We do not want terror-
istn or anarchy. We want gen-
eral elections under care-
taker government.” she said
and urged the government to
accept the proposal to lorm a
carelaker government,
headed by the Chief Justice.

Hasina also urged all pro-
liberation forces to intensify
the agitation. "The country
has been ruled by the rle-
feated forces since the killing
of Bangabandhu in 1975, she
salid.

The meeting was a4l
lended by among others
Justice Kamal Uddin Hossain,
Justice K M Sobhan., Dr
Anisuzzaman, Dr Abdullai: Al
Muti Sharfuddin. Hasan
Imam, Ramendu Majumder,
Agsad Chowdhury, Belal Chow-

See Page 12 Col 1
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Power Cell may start
functioning soon

By Sharier Khan

The newly set up Power

Cell in the Energy Ministry is
likely to start functioning
next month.
An Energy Ministry sour-
vesterday said that the
Fower Cell. which would deal
with private sector power
development and tariff struc-
ture, would be housed in the
BTMC Bhaban at Kawran
Bazar in the city.

The source, however, said
the cell is yet to take
‘'operative shape' as only two
officials out of the 28 re-
quired have joined it so far.

"We have approached PODB
experts to join the Power
Cell, but they are not very en-
thusiastic about joining the
cell as it is only a two-year

project,” one source told this
correspondent.
Meanwhile, the govern

men! signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU)
Thursday with a British com-
panv, Midland Power
International, for setting up a
108 MW power plant.

Project Development
Manager ol the company
John G Hides, in an interview
with The Daily Star in the
city yesterday, said that the
location of the 110 million
IS dollars plant was yet to be
fixed

With this, the Energy Mi
nistry has signed 10 MOUs

with loreign private power
developers — from the USA,
LIK. Canada. Singapore and
some other countries — for
generation of over 2000 MW
of power with total invest-
ment ol around 2.50 billion
US dollars.

The Midland Power Inter-
national will set up a natural
gas-fired combined c¢ycled
power plant on Build-Own-
Operate (BOO) basis, utilising
gas supplied by the PDB,
within 15 months of signing
of the final accord.

"Semutang is one proposal
which we are considering,
but we are discussing with
the Bangladesh Power Deve-

lopment Board other lo-
cations like Ashuganj.” Hides
said.

"Now we will decide the
site of the project. prepare
the Mnancial proposal and
proceed for the implementa-
tfon of the project after a
Power Purchase Agreement
|[PPA] with the relevant au-
thorities. We are discussing
with the PDB the draft PPA
he added.

According to the MOUs,
the foreign companies and
government agencies con-
cerned like the PDB will have
to reach a consensus through
negotiations over power tar-
iff. plant factor etc within a

See Page 12 Col 7

Garments workers'
| ultimatum for

weekly holiday
By Staff Correspondent

! Garments workers will
. enjoy self-declared weekly
holiday from first Friday of
October if no official an-
nouncement is made in this
regard by September 30,
their leaders declared at a
rally in the city yesterday.

"It is slavery... inhuman...
we have no weekly holiday”
said leaders of the National
Garments Workers Feder-
| ation at the rally organised as
part ol its demonstration
day' to realise the demand for
| weekly holiday.

The rally in front of the

National Press Club was also
See Page 12 Col 1

Footballers
demand

' P
Azam's tnal
Sports Reporter
Footballers of Abahani
Krira Chakra and Moham-
medan Sporting Club in a
| joint statement yesterday de-
| manded trial of Prof Golam
| Azam for his alleged war
| criminals.
| They demanded Golam
| Azam's trial before the next
| general election.
' The players expressed
| deep resentment over the
| "destructive activities” of
| Jamaat-Shibir and appealed
' to all to defeat this anti-liber-
' ation force in the next gen-

e —

Accommaiatwn problem in DU halls acute

By MM Aminul Islam

Students coming from dif
| ferent parts of the country to
study in the Dhaka Universiiv
| are lacing acute accommoda

tion problem in the residen
i tial halls

According to the available
' staustics. about 60 per cent
. of the nearly 29 000 students
of the DU come from differ-
ent districts.

The university has fifteen
residential halls — eleven for
male students. three for fe
male students and one for
foreign students.

The total number of seats
in the residential halls ex-
cluding that for foreign stu-
dents. i1s about 8 000 but
about 12000 students are
staying Lhere

Only six halis were
after independence

The number of seats in
Jagannath Hall is 11035,
Shahidullah Hall—#%13. Zahu-

See Page 12 Col 8
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Four students sharing a two-seated room at a DU hall

— Star photo

No-confidence against
Adhikari today

KATHMANDU. Sept B8:
Nepali opposition parliamen
tartans assembled in a Kath-
rmandu hotel today to discuss
lactics ahead of a no-confi
dence motion against the
Communist government. re-
ports Reuter

Lawmakers from the Ne-
pali Congress and Rastriva
FPrajatantra Party (RPP]
which between them control
enough votes to topple the
nine-month-old government,
gathered before the vote
tentatively set for late tomor-
row afternoon.

RPP general secretary
Pashupati Shumsher Rana
told the People's Review
weekly that opposition par-
liameéntarians were lodged
together because of two con-
Uerns.

One is that it would help
us to speedily arrive at deci-
sions. the other is to prevent

the possibility of their being
kidlnapped or even mur-
tlered. he was quoted as say-
g,

Nepali Congress spokes-
man Taranath Ranabhatt told
Reuter the lawmakers were
in the hotel receiving inten:
sive training ahead of the no-
confidence motion, but
denied they faced any
security threat

Yesterday the ruling Uni-
ted Marxist Leninist (UML)
Party caused an uproar in
parliament in a failed attempt
o prevent the opposition
from tabling the vote of neo-
confidence.

The UML wanted the vote
delayed until Prime Minister
Man Mohan Adhikari leaves
hospital, where he Is being
treated for a broken collar
bone and spine injury from a
helicopter crash.

| eral elections.

The leading footballers of
| the country also demanded
| banning of Jamaat-Shibir pol-
itics. They also expressed
solidarity with the progra-
mme of the Nirmule Commi-
ttee.

| See Page 12 Col 2
TCB to import
5500 tons of
lentil from Nepal

The price of lentil is ex-
pected to come down within

a few days as consignments of
cheaper pulses from Nepal
were scheduled to reach the
Radhikapur border yesterday,
reports UNB,

Some 5,500 tons of lentil
are being imported from the
Himalayan Kingdom by state-
owned Trading Corporation
of Bangladesh (TCB) after its
price shot up abnormally in
the country during the post-
flood period.

TCB Chairman Sheaib
Ahmed said price of lentil
has already shown a down-

See Page 12 Col 2




