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DSE price index 790.44(+1.0T%)
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new, BNP leaders say

Most ol the senior leaders
of the ruling BNP have found
"nothing new” butl "some
negative points” in Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina's
latest formula for a caretaker
government headed by the
Chief Justice.

Some of the leaders. how-
ever, said thatl the matter had
to be discussed in the party
forum before giving a formal
reaction to the proposal.

Pressed by reporters at
the Parliament lobby yester-
day. the BNP leaders includ-
ing party Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukdar said
they found "nothing new" in
Hasina's proposal

Hasina, addressing a press
conference in the city on
Wednesday. proposed a care-
taker government headed by

By Staff Correspondent

the Chief Justice to conduct
the next general elections.
She also demanded that
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia resign 90 days
before the elections, instead
of 30 days as offered by the
PM.

Deputy Leader of Parlia-
ment Prof A Q@ M Badruddoza
Choudhury, in his cautious
remark. only said. "We'll dis-
cuss the matter in the party
forum.”

How can we reject the
proposal before discussing it?
he said replying to a ques-
tior.

Senior vice-president of
the BNP and Law and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister

Mirza Golam Haflz, rejecting

the proposal, said. "they (the
ppposition] are suggesting

- Salam Talukdar said,

that the judiciary be vested
with executive powers a time
when the government is
working to separate the

judiciary from the executive.

Il can’t happen.

Rejecting Hasina's sugges-
tion, party Secretary General
and LGRD Minister Abdus

nothing new in the proposal
by the Opposition leader
[Hasina). No dialogue can be
held on the issue.”

Talukdar, however, said
yet there was scope for re-
sumption . of talks between
the government and the
Opposition on the Prime
Minister's offer for resigna-
tion 30 days ahead of the
next elections. "We can dis-
cuss how the affairs of the
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the programme to mourn the alleged rape and murder of Yasmin and killing of seven
uthers on August 24 and 25. The week-long mourning programme ended yesterday.
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Raph_gl tells newsmen
Compromise key to
Oovercome 1impasse

By Diplomatic Correspondent

UUS Assistant Secretary of
State for South Asia Robin
Raphel yesterday underlined
the need for compromise and
understanding among the po-
litical parties for resolving
the present political impasse
in Bangladesh.

“We want to see an elec-
tion that is free and fair and
all the parties have a chance
lo participate, This is possi-
ble and can be done. It just
needs the will"

Emphasising. Raphel said.
“I think the major parties
have to sit down and come up
with a plan. And create a sit-
uation so that everyone can
participate in the elections.”

Purana Paltan. Dhaka, and -

confiscated the security

money of the agency. a PID
handout said yesterday. The

authority has also been asked
to file a case against the

“Five paticemen
suspended

From Our Correspondent

MANIKGANJ. Sept 7: Five
policemen. including a havil
dar, have been suspended as
an accused in several murder
and robbery cases fled away
from their custody at the
court of the District and
Sessions Judge here yester-
day. The accused Kamal
Hossain alias Mostafa Kamal
of Palash thana under
Narsingdi district. convicted
in a murder case was sen-
tenced to seven years in

Two Sarbahara
leaders held

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Sept 7 Police
arrested two Sarbahara party
leaders Hiru. 22 and
Rafiq . 30 — last night.

Two cases against Rafig
and Hiru were earlier lodged
with the Banaripara thana.

police said.

343 Rohingyas
return home

From Our Correspondent
COX'S BAZAR, Sept 7
Some 343 Rohingya refugees
of 11 families returned

- s, ——

Raphel was speaking brie-
fly to a select group of jour-
nalists late yesterday aftern-
1.

The US Assistant Secre-
tary dispelled the notion that
she had come with a solution
to the political stand off.
“The purpose of my visit was
lo update myself with the
economic, political and de-
velopment situation of your
country.”

Raphel said. "The politi-
cal impasse here requires a
Bangladeshi solution, Outsi-
ders may come with their
own suggestions but you have
lo solve your own crisis.”

See Page 8 Col 6
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Official talks

'Water dispute
should be
settled for

regional peace'

Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan and the visiting U5
Assistant Secretary of State
Robin Raphel yesterday noted
that the US-Bangladesh rela-
tions were progressing satis-
factorily, reports UNB.

The official talks at the
stale guest house Meghna
also reviewed regional and
international issues of com-
[MOI CONCEer.

At a regular press briefing,
the Foreign Secretary said
that they had also discussed
the Indo-Bangla relations
with particular reference to
Lthe Ganges water sharing is-
Sue.

Soev Page 8 Caol |
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| | > \-siztant Secretary of State Huhm Haphe] ca!led on Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
1 01 her office in the city venterday.

'DOE for stricter rules | Raphel meets

against pollution

By Masud Arif and Reaz Ahmed

The Department of Envir-
onment [DOE] is awaiting
environment ministry s appr
oval of a set of new rules for
taking “effective and im-
mediate’ measures against

. vehicles creating smoke and

sound pollution

If approved the Environ-
ment Quality Standard (EQS).
prepared by the DOE will
allow it on the spot scientific
determination of the haza-
rdous black smoke and sou-

| nd. according to official sour-
| ces. The DOE new depends

o |

Myanmar today. The total |

number of refugees repatri
ated so far stands
1.92.853. As many as 58 024
refugees are now staying at
eight camps in Bangladesh

Phensidyl recovered
From Staff Correspondent
BARISAL. Sept 7: A special

at |

of police recovered |

127 bottles of indian phen-
sidyl syrup from a hotel at
Barisal launch-ghat early to-
day. One Mazharul islam, K 28,
was arested

According to police
Mazharul Islam and his two

1
|
|
{
1
|

accomplices were irying to
send these phensidyl bottles |

to Patuakhali.

on “visual consideration” to
determine the smoke emit-
ted by vehicles and sound
created by those.

The draft EQS was earlier

submitted 1o the environ-
ment ministry

The DOE has already im-
ported a number of hi-tech
smoke metres’ and ‘noise
metres’ to check random
emission of black smoke and
sound pollution .

S0 long, the DOE was
handicapped by the absence
of any criterion in determin-
ing the environmentally non-
riendly wvehicles and had to
depend on 'visual considera-
tion .

Meanwhile, to replace the
traditional visual fithess test-
ing of motor vehicles, the

government is going Lo estab-
lish five computerised vehi

See Page B Col B
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Khaleda

US Assistant Secretary of
State Robin Lynn Raphel paid
a courtesy call on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
al her office here yesterday
evening, reports UNB.

During talks with Begum
Zia, Raphel lauded Bangla
desh's peace keeping role in
Bosnia and Haiti which was
heing appreciated by the US
BOVErTiment.

They briefly discussed
matters of mutual interest.

Raphei apprised the
Prime Minister about her
visit to the Chittagong Hill
Tracts and said she was very
much impressed by seeing
the prevailing peaceful atmo
sphere there,

The US Assistant Secre-
tary of State, who was on a
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Microcredit for poor now powerﬁd issue at Be

BELJING. Sept 7: What are
basic human rights — the
right to lood, health, work
and shelter But what about
access to credit. should that
be a humman right too?

So say advocates of micro
credit, or lending to the very
poor. who have emerged as a
powerful voice at the Fourth
UN World Conference on
Women here.
Reuter

Such economic issues oc-
cupy more than one-third of
the Platform of Action the
conference will adopt to
chart a path for women into
the next eentury

reports:

—

Credit 1s a human right
lor evervone,' said Moham-
mad Yunus Managing Direc-
wor of the Grameen Bank of
Bangladesh. whose two
million low-income clients,
90 per cent of them women,
make it the world's largest
bank for the poor

In 1994, Grameen made
dollar 400 million in loans
ranging from one dollar to
dollar 200, with a repayment

rate of 97 per cent., Yunus

Grameen s clients are
among 10 million
worldwide, mostly women.

mintia

receiving small loans at mar-
ket rates from credit institu
tions, most only set up in the
last 10 years.

US First
Clinton said she was strong
believer in microcredit,
which the US government
supported through loans at
home by the small business
administration and abroad by
USAID

Nancy Barry. President of
Women's World Banking.
told a news conference on
Wednesday that access to
credit would emerge as one
of the most important mes-

Lady Hﬂlar}r-
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PDB, Titas blame each other
as load shedding continues

Frequent load shedding,
caused by short supply of gas
amdd mechanical faults in
suie of the country's power
plants, has increased the
imiseries of the city dwellers
as well as of people in other
paris of the country in the
last two weeks.

Daily load shedding varies
between 200 and 250 MW in
the country. Dhaka, Chitta-
gong. Rajshahi and Khulna
cities bear a total of 120 MW
load shedding with a share of
30 MW each. Barisal and
Comilla share 30 MW load
shedding each.

Power Development Beard
sources say the load shedding
is due to short supply of nat-
ural gas — the main raw ma-
terial for pﬂiI'El' genl:rﬂtinn

By Sharier Khan

Gas supplying authorities
admit short supply but say
this is not the only reason.
"Power plants often remain
inoperative due to mechani-
cal faults." a high official of
the Titas Gas claimed.

Areas in Dhanmondi, Gre-
en Road. Shantinagar, Shah-

jahanpur, Kakrail, Elephant

Road. Jatrabari. Gandaria,
Mirpur in the city are
experiencing unprecedented
load shedding for five to 20
hours daily for the last two
weeks. | |

In addition to the shortfall
in power generation, faulty
and overloaded electricity
distribution system in Dhaka
city is causing the disruption
in power supply, a source in
the Dhaka Electric Supply

Intl theracy
Day today

By Staff Correspondent

The International Literacy
Day will be observed today in
the country as elsewhere in
Lhe world.

Besides the government
programmes. dillerent socio
cultural organisations have
drawn up elaborate pro-
grammes Lo mark the day.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas, and Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia vesterday
gave separate messages on
the occasion.

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina has also given
a message.

District literacy forums of

. journalists and cultural ac-

tivists will observe the day
jointly with other organisa-
tions at the local level. The
programmes are rally. semi-
nar, literacy fair, cinema
slide show, paintings. debate
and essay competition and
motivational theatre pro-
grammes

EC fixes Tk 15.41
for each voter's
[D card

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
IEC) has lixed Tk 15.41
the rate for preparation and
distribution ol
identity (ID) card for each
voler.

According to a press re-
lease. the EC fixed the rate
after evaluation of tenders by
the bidders. submitied on
August 8B

The EC asked the intend
ing parties to inform ol their

willingness to work by
September 12
The parties have Lo pre

| pare 1D cards within a period

of 75 days. Each has to cover
at least one constituency
press release said.

Authority (DESA) said. In
many areas the transformers
have become too old to bear a
slight overload of power
supply. So, a temporary dis-
location is created, tLhe
source added.
The DESA
MW to 810 MW from
PDB daily for supplies to
Dhaka. Tongi and Naraya-
nganj. |
Presently, the PDB is pro-
ducing around 1700 MW
power daily. Its demand ex-
ceeds 1950 MW and some-
times reaches 2100 MW dur-
ing peak hours. All power
plants of the PDB have a total
capacity to produce 2800
MW, but many of those
sometimes remain out of
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cceEt fresh pr @al Hasina

Resignation of govt

now demand of time

Awami League president
Sheikh
asked the ruling party to ac-
cept her fresh proposal of
caretaker government under
the Chief Justice to pave the
way lor establishing wvoting
rights of the people, reports
UNB.

"What's the problem in the
Prime Minister's resigning
90 days ahead of election
when she agrees Lo resign.’
Hasina said at the national
convention of the Jatiya
Sramik League at Engineers
Institute.

The AL chief said resigna-
tioin of the government has
now become the demand of
time. "If this government
does not resign, it will be
forced to step down in the

Hasina yesterday

face of mass agitation.”

Reiterating the long run-
ning demand of the
Opposition for dissolution of
parliament. she said this gov-
ernment has no legality to
run this 'truncated parlia-
ment.

"BNF is running the illegal
parliament by dint of force,
ignoring the demand of the
people. It is lingering on par-
liament
money by exploiting the peo-
ple,” Hasina alleged.

The power-hungry BNP is
pushing the country towards
destruction, she said adding
that "laws passed by the ille-
gal parliament are also illegal.
People are not bound to abide
by these laws."

See Page 8 Col 3

purchases 750 |

o manage more

as |
. ury Kamal lbne Yusuf yester-
laminated |

'Population project
needs transparency'

By Staff Correspondent

Health Minister Chowdh-

day said that the fifth Popu
latton and Health PFProject
I[IPHP)] should be more
transparent and efficient as
the on-going fourth project
was failing to yield desired
results in certain areas

“In the las! four vyears,
things have certainly im
proved in the population and
health sector bul not as

much as it should have™ he
sald, referring 1o the lourth
FHP which is said to be one

| of the biggest such schemes
. the |
| its expenditure and network.

iri the world both in terms of

The minister was inaugu-
rating a workshop on
Population and Health Sector
Policy Framework, organised
by the World Bank. It was at-
ltended by government offi-
vials and experts from differ-
ent donor organisations in-
cluding the WB, Asian
Development Bank (ADB],
| ISAID, UNFPA. UNICEF and
WHO and NGOs.

The purpose of the work-
shop was to outline the fifth
PHP for placing it at the Paris
Consultative meeting of
donors, which is expected to
be held within a mgnth. The

See Page 8 Col 7

sages of the Beijing confer
ence and the best way to
fight poverty was Lo give low-
income women access to fi-
rnandce.

More than 70 per cent of
those who live in poverty in
the world are women.

Despite their scepticism,
commercial banks were
gradually accepting the idea
that low-income women were
good clients, Barry said. "All
good lenders are migrating
very rapidly to women .’

She cited the Banco Del
Pacifico of Ecuador. which
has announced a plan te
reach 70 per cent of the ru

ral poor by the year 2000
using mobile vans, satellite
technology and computer
sofiwarg so that a poor, illit
erate person can get a loan

New Technologies avail
able to banks allow them to
use very sophisticated ap-
proaches to cut dramatically
the administrative costs of
making very small loans, she
said.

Women's World Banking is
a non-profit financial Institu-
tion set up in 1979 with
more than 50 affillates in
over 40 countries of Asia.
Africa, Latin America. Europe
and North America,

{jing confce

It aims to reach 100 mil-
lion of the weorld's 500 mil-
lion poor by the year 2005
and 180 million by 2025.

The conference Platform
of Action, which Women's
World Banking helped to
draft, says providing women
with access to savings mech-
anisms and credit is a

strategic objective,

It calls for banks and
other financial institutions to
simplify banking practices
and lower minimum deposits
and to make credit more
available to poor and rural
women

IAF plane
crashes in

Panchagarh

An hidian military aircraft
exploded in the air and the
wreckage fell on a border vil-
lage in Panchagarh distriet
vesterday, according to the
Deputy Commissioner of the
district, reports BSS.

The wreckage of the air-
craft fell in a paddy field at
village Omarkhan, about one
kilometre from the border,
in Dhakkamara union under
the Sadar thana at around
12:30 pm, the DC said.

The Deputy
Commissioner, when con-
tacted over telephone, said
that the police and BDR were
guarding the wreckage. He

-added that he was awaiting

instructions from the Home
Ministry on what to do with
the wreckage.
He said the local officials
See Page 8 Col 6

‘Rafsanjani
due 1n Oct

President Ali Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani of the
Islamic Republic of Iran will
piy a state visit to
sometime in October, reports
UNB.

Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan said that Iranian
Deputy Foreign Minister
Alauddin Brujerdi is already
in the capital to work out the
details of the planned visit.

Brujerdi, who arrived here
Wednesday night on a five-
day wvisit, had the first round
of talks with the Foreign
Secretary yesterday.

The FS said that the exact
date of the visit would be an-
nounced simulataneously
from Dhaka and Tehran.

During the visit, some
agreements on expanding
cooperation between the tweo
countries in different fields
will be signed, the FS said.

Sec 144 at
e M . ,

B'baria town

BRAHMANBARIA, Sept 7:
The district adminjstration,
imposed Section 144 in the
area from Kadamtali to
Kumarkhali of the town to-
day to avert any clash be-
Iween the Awami League and
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Parly [BNF], reports UNB.

The move was taken as
hoth the parties had
convened rallies at the same
venue and time to protest
Wednesday's incidents in
which a BCL leader was
wounded and BNP offices and
house of a minister were ran-
sacked,

The administration also
deploved heavy contingent of
police and para-military BDR
i vulnerable points of the
town.

5 injured in
Lalbagh clash

By DMCH Correspondent

At least five persons re-
ceived bomb injuries in a
clash between two rival gro-
ups at Killer Mor in Lalbdgh
in the city vesterday.

Witnesses said, several
crackers were hurled and
gunshots fired during the
two-hour long clash that
started at about 2:30 pm.

The injured — Ramjan,
45. Alam Miah. 25, Majid,
34. Rana. 17 and Uzzal, 17 —
were admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH]).

Local people said, the
clash was the result of a con-
flict between two groups of
youths over establishing dom-
ination in the area.

Madhu Purnima
today

CHITTAGONG. Sept 7:
Madhu Purnima. one of the
imporiant festivals of the
Buddhists, will be celebrated
in the city and elsewhere in
the districts tomorrow with
solemn devotion and tradi-
tional enthusiasm. reports
BSS.

The members of the
Buddhist community cele-
brate the day in honour of the
service rendered by the ele-
phant and offering of honey
by a monkey to the Lord
Buddha.

The Purmmima will be cele-
brated through elaborate
programmes which include
hoisting of the national and
religious flags atop all monas-
teries, chanting of the sacred
verses f(rom the Tripitaka,
breaking of fasting by the
monks. madhu daan. shilgra-
han. feeding to the monks,
pradip puja. discussion
meetings, blood donation and
MASS prayers



