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Clean Up the Mess

When manpower racketeering has assumed a
moustrous proportion, the arrest of four fake
visa businessmen by the special branch of the
Police Directorate shows that the authorities
are vigorously after the criminals in the trade
They have already cancelled licences of a lew
manpower agencies and taken some measures
to contain illegal movement of Bangladeshi
workers to a tew countries such as South Korea
and Malavsia. These are most essential steps.
no doubt. But then, question remains why the
government took so much time to wake up? It
has come hard upon the recruiting agerncies
only atier the tragic news of illegal Bangladeshi
workers languishing in the Malaysian jail had
reached the country. Earlier, our sensibilities
were hurt when Bangladeshi workerg had been
shipped trom Saudi Arabia to Chittagong Port
unceremoniously.

So a pattern is discernible. Every time the
situation gets messy and manifests its ugly tace.
does the authority become alive to the devel
opment. A flurry of activity tollows only to sub
sicdle soon. In the meantime. the criminal gangs
return to their old ways after a pause. So what
is missing is regular monitoring ol and con
stant vigilance on the operation of the man-
power recruiting agencies. The inter-govern-
ment contracts —— as recently introduced be
tween Bangladesh and one or two countries —
and the toughening of laws and regulations can
be ol some help but everything can return back
to square one if their effective implementation
is not ensured.

Then. the private agencies have generally
earnced a bad name through the wrong-doing ol
some of them, engaged in fraudulent ways ol
recruitment. This goes against the spirit of the
privatisation drive. The private agencies have
certainly done a great disservice to this lucra-
tive trade. The mess created over the vears has
brought down the country's image as well.
Conscquently. the country's manpower busi-
ness stands to suffer. We cannot let it happen.
A fail-sate mechanism to detect fake passports
and visas has to be developed in the first place.
To that end, the people responsible for
screening the passports and documents must
undergo special training. Then they must be
made accountable for lapses. In the meantime,
let a thorough scrutiny be made of the recruit-
ing agencies for determining their genuine-
1esS.

Literacy Performance

Tomorrow is the universal Literacy Day. This
month we have our Education Day, too. Arc
these days anything special for those who gov-
ern us? Do these days have any significance for
those that are governed? Or for those who are
in education and on the literacy front, compil-
ing figures and writing papers never above a
degrec of suspicion? One likes it or not, cer-
tain NGOs have made their mark on the liter-
acv job and have even gone on to effectively
combine literacy with education. Nothing like
it. But themr enterprise seldom forms any struc-
tural part of our educational dispensation. One
hoped that the government would encourage
the NGOs and learn from the good things they
arc doing. But government is government and

NGO is NGO. The twain hardly ever meet.

There is a two-way quandary setting at
nought some good initiatives in the area.
Unless the farmer has enough to eat and labour
hands to spare, the children would not be sent
to school. One has no right to undervalue the
labour a child gives to his or her father in the
field and the mother smothered by her domes-
tic chores.

The other fact of the quandary throws a
question to the government and to us all. From
literacy to where? Literacy cannot be an end in
itself. It must contribute to social good as well
as to the well-being of the literate. Look at the
northern districts, doing specially well on the
literacy front. There is hardly any job for him
or her anywhere. Self-employment based on
the ancestral plot of land? In the northern dis-
tricts no less than 70 per cent of the village
ﬁeﬂgle are landless labour. Those having small

oldings are victims of the desertification in
that zone.

So? So, no platitudes, please! Starting from
more or less the same literacy mark, West

Bengal has chalked up a fairly high literacy
rate.

The government's increased allocation to the
education sector obliges it to keep an extra
vigil on the expenditure pattern to avert mis-
use of public funds in a vital area.

NATO Back in Action

The NATO and the largely Franco-British
Rapid Reaction Force have resumed their
bombing against the Bosnian Serbs in the
Southwestern suburbs of Sarajevo.

The first blast of NATO air strikes was un-
leashed last Wednesday on the Serbs after they
had been considerably subdued by the Croats.
Then followed a pause for quite a few days to
allow the Serbs to move their heavy weapons
away from the UN-designated 20 km safe zone
around Sarajevo.

Since they were considerably cornered by
the turn of events, it was expected by the
‘Western powers that the Serbs would pull out
of the restricted area by dismantling their ar-
tillery positions. This expectation having been
belied now, the NATO has had to resume the
air strikes from Tuesday.

The second wave of NATO air strikes has
been apparently quite extensive — over
Lukavica, Pale, Mount Jahorina, Hadzici and
Hresa — but there is no knowing yet as to what
specific targets have been hit.

Just how welcome the NATO's reappearance
on the scene has been to the people of Sarajevo
can be easily understood by their having come
out to the streets to greet the NATO action
knowing full well that this could mean some
damage to property and even civilian casualties.

This is where the poignancy of the whole story
lies and the world must be able to read the un-

derlying message. The grip over the Serbs
should not be relaxed till they have abandoned
militarism, accepted the guilt and inexorably
returned to the negotiating table.

ISTORY is wilness

that the sixth of

September symbolizes
a day of heroism and sacrifice
ior Pakistan, the rank and file
ol the Pakistan Armed Forces
paying the price for freedom
with their blood. When the
very existence of the country
depended upon their motiva
tionn and bravery. they stood
v and were counted, many
civing the supreme sacrifice
ol their lives. We eulogise
their courage, without being
generally aware of the chain
of events that led to this near
catastrophe lor Pakistan As
has been the norm through-
oul history, obfuscation has
heen the order of the dav to
protect vested inlerest

Indians occupled a few
desert posts in the Rann of
Kutch clearly within Pakistan
territory. Para-military skir-
mishes turned into regular
iroops facing off each other.
in short order, Pakistani
troops in May 1965 stormed
the desert posts in the sup-
posedly oil-rich region and
expelled the Indians. Among
those who conducted them-
selves above and beyond the
call of duty were [then) Lt
Nadir Parvez, now PML ([N)
<talwart and MNA. The Rann
ol Kutch was a stinging
ndian defeat in the first-ever
confrontation in strength of
unit plus level after Asalong
Mouza, when Indlans were
expelled from the East
Pakistan side of the
meandering Feni River in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts in
19%62. Coming after India's
China debacle in 1962 the
Rann of Kutch acted as a
catalyst to a future all-out war
in the region.

Indian PM Lal Bahadur
Shasiri went on record that
"next time the battle will be
on a time and place of India's
choosing.” While India was
thus mobilising, Pakistani
strategy seemed to have been
ambivalent in so far as we ex.
pected war but were reluc-
lant to give India any excuse.
This was certainly not in
keeping with the ambitious
plan to ‘re-take' Kashmir,
code-named 'Operation
Gibraltar.’ conceived by a
"Pindi Club” triumvirate con-
sisting of so-called "Young
Turks,” the Foreign Minister
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Maj Gen
Akhtar Hussain Malik GOC 12
Div (responsible for Azad
Kashmir] and the Director
Military Operations (DMO)
Brig Gul Hassan. As is appro-
priate for such operations,

HE Government ol
Banglacdesh is perhaps
not aware that it pos-
sesses a gold mine in the
lorm of valuable old records

and documents. Indeed.
these are of immense
importance, not only in

understanding our past, but
also in delineating the path
we should follow for the
future in the quest for eman-
cipation of our teeming mil-
lions. These records are to be
lound in various places, such
as the District Record Room.
confidential offices of Deputy
Commissioners and Superin-
tendents of Police, district
level offices of various
development ministries, old
files and reports of different
ministries, departments and
corporations [including the
office of the Intelligence
Branch], local government
bodies, police stations (for
example, the Village Crime
Nolebook-VCNBJ), Sub-regis-
trar's and Tehsil offices, ete.

Unfortunately, these are
now lying in these places in a
most chaotic condition.
These are also being de-
stroyed as either old and use-
less papers or through the
action of nature. The latter is
particularly pernicious, given
the hot and humid climate of
our country. | would also not
he surprised if some rare
| 856 Thakbast village maps

have already been sold as old

papers and converted into
‘thongas" (paper bags). There
is not the slightest attempt
for any systematic record-
keeping either. For example,
if vou happen to enter a
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Sir, No sooner a passenger
reports for departure at ZIA
airport he is confused on see-
ing a large crowd blocking
the entrance gate of the air-
port terminal. Among the
crowd there are many who
come to see off their near
and dear ones but this also
includes many thugs and
cheats who mingle with the
crowd and victimise the pas-
sengers.

To lessen the gatherings
and harassments of passen-
gers at the terminal building
the possible way out is for
airlines to open check-in
counters inside Dhaka city
and transport their passen-
gers to ZIA airport by their
own coaches. Particularly the
airlines catering to labour

traffic can offer this service
to the poor and illiterate

passengers who become easy
victim of the unrully crowd at
the airport. This will also
decrease the number of

people going to airport to see
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puterised reservations and
check-in system, it should
pose no problems for airlines
to coordinate check-in at the
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of emaciated,

The Sixth of September 1965

About one thing there is no doubt, it was the considered opinion among the so-called
intellectual bureaucrats, of which Bhutto was the political mentor, that the army could only be

brought to heel if it was defeated in the battlefield (somehow

very lew were in the know of
the plan to send infiltrators
drawn from Azad Kashmir
Regular Forces (AKRF) into
Kashmir in fairly large
groups. attack the Indian
forces and become nucleus ol
a large-scale uprising that
would expel the Indians from
the valley.

In the enthusiasm of those
who conceived the plan., ma
jor (and obvious] flaws were
overlooked, the first being
the assumption that after
vears of brutal Indian rule
the Kashmiri population
would rise spontaneously to
support the infiltrators. This
led to the second and deci-
sive flaw. the failure to plan
logistical supply for the infil
trators once they were be-
hind enemy lines The British
experience [Chindit
Operations) in Burma in
World War I1 had shown that
logistics for operations be-
hind enemy lines would have
to depend upon air for some
time. Without having air su
periority this would be al
most impossible, PAF lacking
the capacity for sustained
Special Operations Executive
[SOE)-type night drops accu
rately in mountainous region

More by accident than by
design. the PAF Chief came
to know about the planned
operatibns and he sought co-
ordination briefings but came
away less than satisfied about
the scope and concept about
the plan. Like most of the
others in the military hierar-
chvy he doubted that India.
smarting over Rann of Kutch,
would not declare all-out war,
using the incursions as a pre-
text.

He asked his stall to qui-
elly prepare lor war. Despite
the over-whelming evidence
about Indian preparations,
Mr. Bhutto and the Foreign
Ofice on the other hand
convinced President Ayub
Khan that the Indians would
confine their counter-opera-
tions to the Cease-Fire Lines
(CFLs) in Kashmir and not
cross the international bor-
der. While GHQ did initiate

some moves (o shore up
Pakistan's defences e.g.
cadets at the Pakistan

—

Military Academy (PMA| were
hurried through shortened
terms to fill critical officer
deficiencies, forward de
fenices at Lahore and Sialkot
were reconnoitered and in
some cases temporarily oc
cupied. Overwhelming evi
dence points to the most
critical flaw In Pakistan's
strategy. providing a heaven-
made pretext for an enemy
known to be mobilising for
war

By now the Indians were
playing a waiting game
though they were certainly
surprised at the size and
level of infiltrator crossings.
Their own invasion plans

(centred at capturing Lahore

readied (or implementation
Surprisingly this task was
given to GOC 12 Div (the ra
tionale used was that this was
his area). Abandoning the
conduct of operations of the
infiitrators. Maj] Gen Malik
moved from his static HQ at
Murree (with responsibility
stretching from Leh to
Akhnur) to his Tactical HQ
GS0O-1 and ADC) at Kharian
Troops for "Grand Slam”
were also drawn from 7
Division (10 Brigade and 13
Lancers) brought in from
Peshawar The 102 Brigade
lcommanded by Brig Zafar Al
Khanl supported by 13
l.ancers and 11 Cav quickly
overcame enemy opposition

ASISEEIT

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

and Sialkot) were put oll
schedule by a few weeks
while they mopped up the
infiltrators, who, despite
some initial success, were
worn down both® by the lack
of logistics support and the
supposed spontaneous upris

ing of their brethren

Operation Gibraltar was a
Russian-Roulette tvpe of
gamble in keeping with
Tarig's burning of his boats
after landing at the rock of
(vibraltar Our youth was sent
into a cauldron to die without
taking into consideration that
nearly two decades of Indian
rule had demoralised the
Kashmiri population so that
while support was forthcom-
ing. it was not to the level
required. There is a continu

ing conspiracy of silence
here where we refuse to ac-
rept facts as they sitare us in
the face and lack the courage
to ask who is responsible for
the flower of our vouth lying
irn nameess graves in the
Kashmir Valley and mountain
sides?

Operation "Grand Slam ~
the plan to take Akhnur and
thus isclate Kashmir from
india. had been re-hashed for
vears before being f(inally

upto the River Tawi with
great elan.

However, beyornwd Tawi the
leading troops (28 Baluch
and 9 Punjab) found the go-
ing harder, co 9 Punjab was
among the firsi wounded by
enemy shelling as the unit
advanced up the valley. GOC
12 Div went to HQ | Corps
Artillery with his Rover Jeep
onlvy so as to use their com-
munications with GHQ
and/or his field command
(12 Div had World War 2 vin
tage British sets, the troops
from 7 Div had modern US
origin equipment). Brig
Amjad Choudhry Comd HQ !
Corps Artillerv, was out visit
ing his units so GOC 12 Div
was temporarily incommuni
cado for almost 24 hours
[rom morning 01 Sep B65.
his lack of communication,
commapd and control re
sulted in such lack of infor-
ciation and confusion (HQ 15
[y congratulated HQ 7 Div
e 1 Sep tor taking Chamb
whiereas this was news to the
12 Div's attacking 102 Bde)
hat GHQ ordered GOC 12
| Hiv 1o return to his original
stalle command at Murree
and hand over to GOC 7 Div,
Maj Gen A M Yahya Khan.

ome gets the same fecling today)

Brig Khurshid Rabbami, then
Col SLaff 7 Div. is a living eve-
witness who says Yahya Khan
was reluctant to take over so
1% 1o avokd thanging horses
in midstrearm but when it be-
came clear that Gen Musa.
the C m-C who had fNown
into the operationed area
vith Brig Bilgrami. was right
N nsistmg abowut the imme
diate changeover [Akhnur's
rapture siated on 0] Sep was
already way off schedule), he
ook nver on midday 02 Sept
There is a school of
thought that still believes
that Akhtar Malik was de
prived of command just when
Akhinurs fall was imminent
hecanse (1) GHQ wanted to
hoost Yahva., Ayub Khan s
stipposed favourite. with the
wittal vietory and (2) Akhtar
Malik was a Qadiani. On the
niher hand his detractors be
wve that by remaining in-
onmunicado at A
period laway from his tactical
HQ and even his ADC) and by
tlelaving the handing over he
lost valuable time and mo
menium which could never
he made up There is always
fie ridiculous dark hints
thout a deep-laid Qadiani
conspiracy to drag us into
war over Kashmir (though it
that the debacle
within Kashmir in 1965 put
lvick the Kashmir indepen
dence movemen! almost two
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decades)

Aboul one thing there 1s
ne doubt it was the consid
ered opinion among the so-
called intellectual bureau-
crats. ol which Bhutto was
the political mentor. that the

army could only be brought to
Lieel it it was defeated in the
hattlefield (somehow one
gets the same feeling today|
This conspiracvy theory is
further given credence by
Bhutto s sudden (and still un-
explained) flu in the face ol
the Polish Resolution later in
1971 and miraculous recov-
ery once the Pakistan Army
surrendered in East Pakistan
on December 16, 1971.

The Indian Army crossed
the international frontier in
e early hours on September
6. 1965. Nowhere were our
delences in any shape.

Preserving Old Records and Documents

It is quite possible for the Bangladesh Government to collect and preserve its valuable records and
documents almost free of cost, and in the process maintain the heritage of a people who rightly claim to
be a new nation, but with a long past.

District Record Room. you'll
invariably find it in a com-
plete mess, with stacks of
papers and files scattered all
over the place and enveloped
i dust, damp and darkness
trom all around. The so-
called Record-Keeper gener-
ally knows nothing about the
papers being “preserved”
here. because unlike the old
times. he is now probably an
incompetent clerk who ecan-
not be put to any other use
and hence has been posted
here as a last resort. Senior
officers simply cannot be
bothered to inspect the
record rooms. The academic
community, eager to use
these materials for carrying
out in depth research, is ob-
viously unable to do so under

- the existing circumstances.

There is also the petty bu-
reaucratic tangle of obtaining
‘necessary permission”

which inhibits the use of |

such materials by those who
‘are willing to put up with the
horrible state of record main-
tenance.

I have more than once
raised this matter with se-
nior officials who really mat-
ter in this regard. but unfor-
tunately I could never inter-
est them in taking action to
help preserve these valuable
materials. To them, this was
a petty academic matter of
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Making Government Work
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little consequence and hence
found no place in their
agenda of priorities. But obvi-
ously this state of affairs
should not be allowed 1o
continue for the sake ol pos-
terity at least, if not anything
else. 1 would. therefore. ven-
ture to propnse a few simple
suggestions in this regard for
the consideration of all, in-
cluding the Government ol
Bangladesh. To start with,
the Prime Minister should
constitute a small national
committee headed by the
Cabinet Secretary to oversee
the collection and preserva-
tion of all valuable govern-
ment/semi-government

records and documents
within a clearly specified
time frame. This committee
should include a few noted
outside experts who have
firsthand knowledge of such
papers. The Director-General
of the National Archives
should be its member-secre-
tary. For the time being,
records and documents relat-
ing to only the pre-1971 pe-
riod should be collected. so
that no one can raise the is-

sue ol compromising state
security. This committee
should draw up detailed
guidelines to identify what is
valuable and hence should be
collecred.

Similarly. the committee,
through wide-ranging consul-
tations, should alsc identify
the offices and organizations
which are (o be explored on a
priority basis for collection of
valuable documents and
records. In each and every
ocrganization thus selected, a
small committee should he
formed with the head of the
organization as its chairman
to actually undertake the
work of identifying  and col-
lecting these materials
within a time [rame on the
basis of guidelines provided
by the national committee. A
few non-cfficials with rele-
vant expertise should also be
included in such committees.
Members of the national
committee should bhe re-
quired to undertake exten-
sive tours in order to provide
on-the-spot instruction and
to monitor progress. Once
the records and documents
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city and airport counters.
Civil Aviation Authorily and
airline representatives in
Dhaka should jointly sort out
this problem of surging
crowd at ZIA airpori and
bring some relief to the pas-
sengers.

Ziauddin Ahmed

Moetijheel C/A. Dhaka

New Beggars

Sir, | would like Lo draw

your attention to an outrage
against
committed right under the
nose of our so-called edu-
cated and highly cultured cit-

humanity being

izens of Dhaka. | refer to the
sudden appearance of a group
skeletal and
scar-infested beggars at the
traffic-light intersections of
Kemal Ataturk Avenue and

Airport Road., Mirpur Road

and Manik Miah Avenue, to
name but a few places of the

city The shocking aspect about

this is that these beggars who
do not possess even the
strength of lecomotion, and
cannot make the slightest
effort even te lift their heads.
are carried around like babies
by stout, healthy touts of ei-
ther sex. | have even seen the
same heavy-set woman (who
certainly looks like she puts
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away three square meals a
day) carry around, on three
different occasions, three
different persons of the
aforementioned skeletal
physique with scars and burn
marks.

It is obvious to anyone
with the most average com-
mon sense that this is an ex-
tortion racket of the most
heinous type. a business with
human lives as the commaod-
ity, designed by sick minds
to assault Lhe senses ol all

passers-by and attempl to ex-
tract conscience-money from

them. And all this also under
the very nose of our traffic
police, who, conveniently or
otherwise, choose to look Lhe
other way. Can they not trace
the source of this rigg of
criminal, inhuman extortion-
ists, and mete out swifl. ade-
quate justice?

But, of course, lo expect
such justice, one is operating
under the assumption that
our law-makers possess Lhe
moral sensibilities to be
aware of the problem in the
first place. Have we really de-
scended to such depths of
unconcern and insensibility
io make this assumption null
and void?

I appeal to you, sir, to your
sense of morality, to join me

in my outrage at this travesly
of human rights and do the
utmost in your power to cor-
rect this evil, by drawing the
atlention of the authorities.
Zehra S Islam

Mohakhali. Dhaka

"Appeal to the three
Prime Minister”
Sir. 1 read the captioned

letter written my Mr A Ghani

in your esteemed daily of

August 28. Many thanks to

Mr Ghani to request our

Prime Minister and other

women PMs ol Muslim coun-
tries to make a strong,

meaningful and unified effort
to stop merciless mass
killing and gang raping in
Bosnia.

Strong personalities of the

Muslim world could try their
best to inmediately stop the
middle age sort barbaric acts
inn Bosnia. Our Prime Minister
had already asked the
President of Mali on his re-
cent visit Lo Bangladesh to
kindly arrange an OIC meet-
ing on Bosnia issue.

We do hope that our
Prime Minister would take
the lead and we wish her all
the best to make the task a
great success
Motius Samad Chowdhuny
Phultala Tea Estate. Sythet
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are collected. they should be
swiltlv transferred (o the
National Archives lor safe-
kevping. proper cataloguing
and use by members of the
priblic.

The major costs in this
whole exercise would cover
honorarium and travel al-
lowances for committee
members and their assis-
tants, transportation of col-
lected materials to the
National Archives and the
additional space, f{urniture

Brigade. Commanders in
Lahore like Brig Aftab be-
leved war was so imminent
ihat he asked GOC 10 Div Maj
(yen Sarifraz on the evening ol
05 Sept 1965 to be replaced
if he was not g ey T

sion o depley his troops m
the forward defensive locali-

lies of Lahore (FDLs) imine-
diately (Maj Aziz Bhati,
Nishan-e¢-Haider obtaining
Shahadat at Burki along BRB).
Similarly Maj Gen Hamid's
ragtag 11 Div (raised in
haste) was moving to its FDLs
along the BRB canal from
Bedian to Kasur (i ¢ Bengal
repulsing repeated Indian
attacks from early morning
06 Sept along UBDC where il
meets BRB at Bedian). After
an initial setback at Sialkot.
the iroops turned the tables
on the invading Indians.

(then) Brig Abdul Al Malik
|Akhtar Malik's vyounger
brother) stood like a rock at
Pasrur. [n the desert (then)
Brig K M Azhar's Desert
Hawks captured a lot of
indian territory in sustained
operations With proper plans
already laid out the PAF im-
mediately gained air ascen-
dancy over the battlefield by a
superh performance.

Blissfully unaware of anything
till operations commenced in
earnest. the Navy made a
symbolic raid at Dwarka. Air
superiority as well as a
tremendous artillery perfor-
mance put the Indian offen-
sive into disarray. Pakistan
infantry and armour which
rame into contact with the
enemy fought extremely well

il Lhe unit com-
pany/squadron and pla-
toon /troop levels L

(v¢n G N Chaudhri's invita-
tion o the Indian Army ofli-
cers to have a "chola peg™ in
Lahore Gyvmkhana on the
evening ol September 6.
1965 could not materialise.
Faulty strategy and disastrous
implementation was maore
than made up by others on
the tactical plane, paid for in
blood by rank and file from
denerals down to the com-
mon soldiers This is the her-
itage the country must never
lose, the ability of our sol-
diers to rise above and be-
yond the call of duty for the
sake of the country.
Churchill's words can be
paraphrased (with apologies)
for our heroes of 6
September 1965, "never in
Pakistan’s history has so
much been depended upon
by so many on so few."

and cataloguing services to be
provided by the Nalional
Archives. There is no need to
hire a single new stafl, and if
necessary the surplus staff of
the government, who are
now drawing salaries without
doing any work, could be
utilised in this exercise. In
other words, it is quite pos-
sible for the Bangladesh
Government to colleet and
preserve its valuable records
and documents almost free of
cost, and in the process

maintain the heritage of a
people who rightly claim to
be a new nation, but with a
long past. What is required is
4 little "heritage conscious-
ness’ and "will power” on the
part of those who maliter in
this regard.
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The Pink Slip Business

se¢ and Chemical Bank is the "pink slip” industry.

OI‘:'E of the beneficiaries of a giant merger such as Ch-

Every time two corporations in the United States
take marriage vows, thousands of people have to be laid off,
and the victims will be issued pink slips.

The Guillotine Pink Slip Company is one of the largest
in the country. It is located in Greenwich, Conn., and looks
more like a Colonial mansion than an office building.

Williamm Stud, a jovial man, greeted me in his office,
which overlooks a pond filled with swans. "Things must be

good for you,” | said.

"They have never been betier. The companies are laying
off workers left and right., and they have to come to us for
reliable pink slips — ones that would not turn into sawdust
when put in the washer by mistake.”

"Can | see where you make the pink slips?”

"We don't make them in the United States. We print

ithem in Korea."
"Korea?"

"Yes. You see. when the Guillotine Pink Slip Company

merged with Red Ink Inc.. we had to lay off 90 percent of
our work force to pay interest on the junk bonds. So what
we did was contract the manufacturing end of the business
to Korea. They make fine pink slips, and when we hand
them out, most Americans who receive them have no idea
they were produced in the Far East.”

"Did you feel bad letting so many people go?”

"We would have if we had been here. But all the execu-
tives flew to Florida for a sales meeting the week the slips
were handed out.”

“| suppose corporations can't have a merger without
pink slips.”

"The antitrust people in the Justice Department insist
on it. They won't try to prevent a monopoly, but they are
going to make sure all the employee firing is done by the
hook. "

| said, "l suppose when it comes to Wall Street people
don't count anymore

"That's not necessarily true When two Wall Street bro-
kerages or investment house merge, at least 50 percent of
the employees have to be pink-slipped. It causes a lot of
heartaches particularly when the merged companies not
only take away their jobs but also cancel their subscrip-
tions to the Wall Street Journal.’

“When you pink-slip someone, is there any way to ease
the pain?”

"Well. some companies used to give away free turkeys at
Thanksgiving. But they stopped doing it when the employ
ees they fired didn't even have the grace to say

“Thank vou

By nrrﬂi'tqwmf*nr with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and
UNB



