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ate of 144 in hijacked
ferry obscure

COLOMBO, Sept 3: The
fdte of 144 people aboard a
ry hijacked off Sri Lankas
nprih-eastern coast remained
lear for the fifth straight
y today a8 the.rebels issued
itions to free the crew,
said. reports AFP.
The separatist Liberation
gers of Tamil Eelam
continued to hold the
vernment-chartered ship,
dris Moana. and its 136
ssengers and eight-man
since seizing the ferry
Tuesday, officials said.
Spgkesman for the gov-
ment's rehabilitation au-
ty said they were still
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We are "action as an In
termediary between the gov
ernment and the LTTE and
for that reason we cannol
give details.” ICRC deputy
head of delegation Ehre Paul
Friih said

Military sources spectll-
lated that the LTTE may be
keeping the crew aboard the
ferry which ran around Wed-
nesday but taken the passen-
ger ashore for interrogation.

Military afficials said the
LTTE had also captured at
least two sailors from two
navv gunboats that were de-
stroved.

Security forces havr ruled
out any rescue mission be-
cause it could risk more
lives. officials sald. Two
Israeli-built Dvora gunboats
that went to the rescue of the
Iris Moana were sunk by the
LTTE together with at leasl
| 8 sailors on Tuesday

news about the ferry
fgom the International Com-
ittee of the Red Cross
RC) which is mediating.

An ICRC spokesman con-
d that they are in con-
t with both sides to the
sis but declined to say
at the LTTE's conditions
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'WW II bomb found in Russia:

b Government explosives experts flew to Kaliningrad in Far
§ Western Russian on Saturday to detonate a huge German
| bomb from World War 1] that was found on a construction
site. AP report$ from Russia.
| Experts from the Ministry for Emergency Situations i1
# St Petersburg set off the 100-kilogram [220-pound] bomb
# in a concrete bunker, the Interfax news agency said.

' Georgian security chief dismissed:

L Goeorgian Leader Eduard bhevdrdnad?r who was wounded

L in att attempt on his life earlier this week. told parliament

Saturday that he had dismissed the head of his country s

f secret serviee, the former KGB. lgor Giorgadze. AFP
reports lrom Thilisi.

(ieorgia’s special security forces would report directly

to Shevardiiadze {ollowing Tuesday's assassination bid, he

said.

1 killed on wa ¥ mg confce'
the largest international women's

meeting in history was killed in a traffic accident and a

An American attending
fellow American was injured, the US Embassy said
Salurday. AP reports from Beijing.

Gierard Skladal, from the New York area, died when the
taxi he was traveling in was involved in an accident during
heavv rain Tuesday, an embassy spokesman said, speaking
on condition he was not identified.

14 kiHEd in MOgﬂdiShu: At least 14

people were killed and up to 74 seriously wounded in
fierce battles on Friday between forces loyal to Somalia s
two most powerful warlords, hospital officials said
Saturday, Reuter reports from Mogadishu. ;

The fighting pitted militiamen loyal to north Mogadishu
faction leader AH Mahdi Mohamed against those of his
south Mogadishu rival Mohamed Barah Aideed.

Chechens hand over.1,100 weapons:

Chechen fighters have handed over 1,100 weapons since a
Russian-Chechen demilitarisation accofd was signed on
July 30. the deputy commander of Russian interior troops
in the breakaway Caucasus republic said Saturday. AFP
reports from Moscow.

Assad al'l"iVES iIl Cairﬂ: S}rrian'

President Halez Al-Assad arrived Cairo on Sunday for talks
with his Egvptian counterpart Hosni Mubarak on the peace
process with Israel. AFP reports from Catro.

The two leaders will discuss "current meters in the
‘Arab world and developments in peace talks, as well as
says lo strengthen bilateral relations,” the government
daily Al-Akhbar said.

Gas e

At least 10 people were killed when a cooking-gas cylinder
exploded and set fire 1o nearby oil drums on a ship off
| southern Vietnam. the official Vietnam News Agency
(VNA) has reported, Reliter reports from Hanoi.

Another 15 people were missing and 20 were injured

in the blast, the agency said late on Saturday. Terrified ‘|.

passengers jumped into the sea to flee fast-spreading
flames, it quoted survivors as saying.

i
L] L o

Cuban dies as boat sinks into sea:
A floatilla sailing toward Cuba to stage a protest against
President Fidel Castro turned ba¢k Saturday after one hoat
sank in rough seas and left one dead. AFP reports {roMi
Florida.

The 62-food (14-metre] sundown two. part of g 25 boat
flotilla of Cuban exiles, capsized and sank. stranding at 47
passengers in the chappy waters.

The
embattled Bosnian Muslims yesterday and immediately
received pledges of more than 100,000 dollars
goverfiment official said, Reuter reports from Male.

Maldivian President Mamoon Abdul Gayoom opened the
campaign, which will include concerts, charity dinners,
sports events and exhibitions, the official said.
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US hands over 2 bases to Panama:
“The Unitéd States handed over two military bases to
Panama Saturday as part of its phases withdrawal from the
Isthmus under the 1977 Panama Canal Treaties, AFP
reports from Panama City. ®

Panamanian President Ernesto Perez and US General
Barry McCaffrey, commander of southern military
operations, led the delegations from the two countries at a
ceremony marking the transfer at Fort Davis 112
kilometres northeast of the capital. b

5 rebels shot

xplosion kills 10 in Vietnam:

SARAJEVO, Sept 3
Rebuffed again by thg
Bosnian, Serbs. an aggravated
NATO gave their leaders a
choice Sunday: Remove heavy
guns and end the three and
a half year siege of Sarajevo
or face more punishing
airstrikes, reports AP.

NATO Secretary-General
Willy Claes also told the Serbs
to give UN personnel com-
plete freedom of movement.
back off other UN "safe areas’
and allow the reopening of
Sarajevo’s crucial airport.

If not, he said NATO
military commanders and
their UN counterparts would
be authorised (o renew
attacks that were suspended
Friday. The alliance set no
fixed deadline. but officials
spoke in terms of heurs,
rather than days.
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'fhey had better get on
with it." said Robert Hunter,
the US ambassador (0 NATO
He dismissed demands by
Serb militayy leader Gen.
Ratko Mladic that his forces
wouldn't back off until NATO
airstrikes stopped with one
word: "Garbage."

“If 1 were Mr Mladic, |
would not sleep very well
wnight, and | certainly would
not wastie any time tomor-
row. Hunter said.

NATO ambassadors met
for more than eight hours td
discuss the way forward in
Bdsnia, where US envoy
Richard Holbrooke has been
making progress in Thf peace
process
. According to a NATO offi-
cial. who spoke on condition
nf anonymity, Holbrooke
urged the alliance not to ease

up on the Serbs. and to be
ready dor more airstrikes if

necessary
He addressed the meeting
after Mladic rejectéd UN

demands to unconditionally
withdraw all heavy weapons
[rom around Sarajevo. elimi

nate threats to other UN
safe areas’ and agree to a
ceasefire

The attacks last week

 were launched after LIN in

vestigators concluded the
Bosnian Serh rebels were 1o
blamk for the August 28 mor
tar shellipng ol a Sarajevo
market in which 38 people
died.

After three days. NATO
called a pause Friday to give
negotiators time to convince
Bosnian Serbs to comply with
UN demands.

In a statement, Claes saic

asked to remove heavy
guns or face more airs

airstrikes will resume unless
the Bosnian Serbs withdraw
all heavy guns from within 20
kilometres (12 and a half
miles) of Sarajevo. stop at-
tacking the 'safe areas” allow
UN personnel complete
freedom of movement and al
low unrestricted use of
Sarajevo airport

UN Secretary-Gerneral
Boutros Boulros-Ghali, in a
statement issued Saturday
night in New York. empha-
sised his desire for a diplo-
matic solution and urged the
Bosnian Serbs to act with a
sense of responsibility.”

‘It is time fgf the blood-
shed to end.” Boutros-Ghali's
statemeént said. "The ultimate
objective of the United
Nations remains that of a ne-
gotiated and durable setile-
ment of this tragic crisis.”

Us

President Bill Clinton (C) holds his hand over his heart Wlth World War -]l veterans
Alfred Los Banos (R) and Robert Allen (L) on Saturday during commemoration cer-

emonies marking V.J-Day at the Punch Bowl National Cemetery in Honoluhu.
— AFP/UNB ph{}tn

‘Pakistan beﬁind éssassinatioﬂ

of Beant Singh,alleges India

NEW DELHI, Sept 3: India
has alleged that Pakistan was
responsible for the assassina-
tion of an Indign chief minis-
ter who was blown up by a
car bomb three days ago, a
report said today, reports
AFP, .

Federal®* Home Minister
Shankarrao Chavan told the
Economic Times that the
gruesome killing Thursday of
Beant Singh, Chief Minister
of the northern state of Pun-
jab, was masterminded by the
Inter-Service Intelligence
(ISI) of Pakistan.. .

“ 1 can say without any
fear of any contradiction that
the ISI is behind the bomb
blast.” he said, adding that
Sikh separatists wanted by
Indian authorities wee taking
refuge in Pakistan.

India li}as repeatedly ac-

* Kashmir.

cusegl Pakistan of arming and
training Sikh militants in
Punjan and Muslim guerillas
in the neighbouring state of
Islamabad denies
the allegations.

Chavan, a -confidant of
Prime Minister PV Narasi-
mha Rao. told the daily tHat
he had asked external Affairs

Minister Pranab Mukherjee®

te officially take the
matter with Pakistan.

"1 am sure my colleague
in the External Affairs Minis-
try will be able to protest
against the way Pakistan is
trying to destabilise Kashmir
and .other areas of the
country,” he said.

" The recent Incident in
Punjan is quite a serious

ne,” he added.

Chavan refused to say il be
believed that the assassina-

e

up

']

tion ? was carried out by
Babbar Khalsa. a hardline
Sikh separatist group which
claimed- responsibility lor
killing of Beant Singh, 73.

Beant Singh, a Sikh, was
killed along with 15 others,
including three elite com-

mandos, by a powerful explo- |
sion when.he got into his '

bullet proof car at his office
in Chandigarh. the Punjab
capital. -

Beant Singh, a leader ol
Indias ruling Congress (i)
Party. became Chiel Minister
of Punjab in February 1992
and ordered a police crack-
down against Sikh militants,
almost crushing a 10-year-
long bloody separatist move-
mernt.

The slain leader was cre-
mated with military hnnuura
Seturday.

Maldives rammhg fund for Bosma..
tiny Maldives launched a fund-raising drive for

P1.O leader Yasser Arafat (R) bows as he is welcomed by Pope John Paul II (L) during a
private audience at the pantlﬂ's summer residence Castelgnndnl{u Saturday. Arafat
arrived in Italy to participate in an international symposium on economy and politics and
for talks with Italian pnhtlclana and Israeli Foreign Minister Simon Peres. -

— AFP/UNB photo

PLO leaders call
to boycott Israeh

celebrations

JERUSALEM, Sept 3: Pa-
lestinian leaders on Saturday
called for a boycott of Israeli
celebrations beginning next
week to mark 3,000 years of
Jewish. presence in Jeru-
salemn. reports Reuter.

"These celebrations are
the celebrations of occupying
Jerusalem.” said Faisal Al-
Hgusseini. the senior PLO
leader in Jerusalem,

‘We should have a clear
position against these cele.
hrations which deny com-
pletely the true Arab reality
of the holy city

The Europeans have boy
cotted it and so should we =
he said. referring to a deci-
sionn by the European Union
[EU) not to participate in the
|5-month-long series* of
events.
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"No bad whores,
Just bad laws”

HUAIROU. China. Sept 3:
+rostitutes, or sex workers as
they prefer to be called, de-
manded today their labour in
the world's oldest profession
be recognised in a Urited
Nations platiorm for action
on women. reports Reuter

"Prostitution should be
devriminalised, sex work be
recognised as  legilimate

work and prostitutes be given
the same protection and rig-
hts as other workers,' Briton
Jo Doezema, one pf seven
members of the Network of
Sexual Projects. told a news
conference. -

'Prostitutes are throw-
away women.' she said. "we
are on the botiom of the
scale ... the lower the status
of a woman the more accept-
able ‘it is to abuse them.
Feople do feel they can abuse
us with impunity "

The women were deman-
ding recognition for their
work be included in the
document that will be dis-
cussed and adopted at the
UN Fourth World Conference
on Wamen, which opens in
Beijing tomorrow.

Another member of the
group, Lee Christisno from

Australia, attended the news .

conference wearing a T-shirt
with the logo "no bad whores,
just bad Jaws",

Ugandan govt
contacts
Idi Amin

KAMPALA, Sept 3: The
Ugandan government is in
contact with former dictator
Idi Amin to try to convince
him tagreturn peacefully to
Uganda, the official New
Vision newspaper reported
Saturday. says AFP. ’

The move comes as rebels
loyal to Amin's former for-
eign minister Juma Oris are
reported to have crossed into
northwest Uganda recently
from Sudan and mounted
roadblocks in the region,
where they have been inten-
sifying operations aimed at
returning Amin 1o power.

dead in Kashmii"-

JAMMU. Sept 3: Indian
troops today shot dead an
Alghan mercenary and four
local Muslim militants in a
flerce gunbattle in the nortl-
ern state of Kashmir, police
said, reports AFP .

An Indian soldier was
wounded in two-hour of
fighting at Calian village in
the mountainous district of
Doda. a palice spokesman
said in this winter capital of
. Kashmir, the country's only
Muslim- majority state.

The spokesman said some
30 guerillas escaped, leaving
behind the dead men. Troops
seized four AK-47 assault ri-
fles and a large quantity of
ammunition from the site.

The gunbattle erupted
when the militants ambushed
an army patrol.

WASHIHGT{}N Sept 3:
The fight on to the souls of
. US children from computer
pornography. But members of
Congress, providers of Inter-
active Computer Services,
and family groups are sharply
divided over the best strategy
to use, reports IPS.

Service providers and
computer software firms al-
lied with two members of the
US House of Representatives
are louting software that par-
ents can use o select what
their children see.

They said it is the only
way to protect the children
while remaining true to the
first amendment freedoms of
speech and information in
the US Constitution,

On the other hand, a bill
passed June 14 in the US

Scnatc — the cummunica-
tions decency amendment —
seeks to criminalise sleaze on
the Interned, The Global
Interactive Computer
Service, and tighten the law
on offenders.

If the bill becomes law,
peddlers of pornography, in-
cluding anyone how controls
the services, wouldl pay a fine
of US dollar 100,000 or
spend two years in prison or
suffer both
- The Senate pnuad the bill
in the wake of increasing
alarm im the ecountry over
pornography on ‘the Internet.
In recent months, US media
reports have included stories
a[ children running off with
strangers who seduced them
on the Internet. .

But net users have lashed

back. many of them upset in

particular over a Time
Magazine cover story in July
on 'cyberporn.’

Wrote one irate reader to
. the US magazine: "contrary to
every parents' fears, childrin
are not. humh&radl:d by e
plicit images every time thcy
venture on line”.
5till, equally upset pil'f.'ﬂl!-
and politicians eager for their

i votes will not be stopped in

their crusade, even as propo-
nents of the "technology op-
tion" aruge that new toughter
laws will not work.

"One of the troubling
aspects the Senate bill is that
‘it gives parents a false sense
of security.” says Democrat
Ron Wyden, one of 'the two
house members backing the
technology approeh. "It's say-

- Chri

ing that government can
solve the problem — parents
can go take a nap.”

n and Republican
her Cox are pushing
for an amendment that would
wavVe liability for porno-
. graphic malterial posted on
the Internet from the service
providers. They argue that
with available software, par-
ents can‘®sieve what their
children see:

""We don't expect govern-
ment to substitute for par-
ents,” Cax says.

America on-line the
leading provider of On-Line
Services, as well as three
computer software firms —

Surf-Watch, Prodigy, and
Compuserve — yisiled
Caengress red F‘I’Ili'l.- L0

denmatrate hi-tech software
parents a can use. They dis-
played an array of software.
some with child-friendly
names like Net Nanny and
Cybersittér. Net Nanny, de-
veloped by a Canadian firm,
denies a child access to
Intetmiet sites ruled out by
the parents. It has a dic-
tionary in which a parent will
key in sex-related wores and
dny other material a child
must not see.

Parents may also enter the
following phrases: 'What's
your name, ‘what's your
phone number ' ‘where do
you live,' and 'are your par
ents home? '

" anyone atiempts to ask
these questions, Net Nanny
will autonmaltically log off the
network or shut down the
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Talks between Indian

SRINAGAR, India, Sept 3
"he laie ol four Western wur-
ists held hostage in Kashmir
hung in the balance today as
lalks heiween separatist gue-
rillas and the Indian govern-
menlt to win their freedom
stalled. reporis Reuter.

Authorities said the cap
tives and at least one Al-Faran
captor had fallen ill following
heavy rain in the mountain-
ous region where the tourists
are believed to be held. It was
not known if the hostages
were seriously ill.

Officials said Al-Faran's

patience appeared io be
wearing thin after nedrly nine
weeks of secret negotiations
by radio.

“The mood is one of
uncertainty.  said a govern
ment official who asked not
to be identified, late on
Saturday, “their fate hangs in
the balance.”

Al-Faran. unknown even

govt, Al-Faran stalled

to Kashmiri separatist groups
hefore the abductions, has

demanded that India release
15 jailed militants including
three Pakistanis, in exchange
for American Donald Hut-
chings German Dirk Hasert
and Britons Keith Mangan
arndd Paul Wells.

Turkish troops
kill 20 Kurds

ANKARA. Sept 3: Turkish
security forces-killed 20 sep
aratist Kurdish fighters in
southeastern Turkey. bring-
ing to 42 the number of milé-
tants killed in twb days, the
Anatolian News . said
Saturday. reports AFP.

Queting security sources.
the semi-official agency said
|7 members of a “terrorist
organisatjon’ were killed in
one village and three in an-
other in the southeastern

Hakkari regic

Off the Record

There might have something
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LONDON: Queen Elizabet® [(I's leap tb the lup of

Business Age magarine's list of Britain's richest people
published Saturday is "ridiculous " Buckingham Palace saft],

reports AP

1t's not that Her
Majesty had a sensational
Husiness year Rather. the
magazine changed the way
it. measured her pile i
calculated that she was
worth 3.4 billion dollats
up from 245 million dol
lars.

A . spokesman fof
Buckingham Palace dis
missed the claim. "Whai -
they are sawing is ridicu
lous,” the spokesman said
arguing that much of the
royal wealth doesn't be
long to the individual on
the throne.

Business Age. however.
said it applied a strict le
gal definition of wealth.

"She holds ditle 1o
sar Castle, Sandringha
royal residences. althou

- Bulimworal and a numbcr of other
1 legally she might have problems

actualy selling Butklnﬂham Palace,” the magazine said,
- Precisely, said the palace spokesman, speaking on con-

dition of anonymity.

“The queen can no more sell Buckingham Palace, for
instance, thafi President Clinton can sell the White House,”
he said on customary condition of anonymity.

“The Sunday Times this year also revised its estimate of

“ the royal wealth gfram 7.75 biliom dollars to 700 million

dollars. That dropped her from Wo'2 in the Sun@‘_r T“Jﬂ'

1994 list to 17th.

He didn't mean it

LONDON: A teenager who fired a starting pistol outside
the home of British Prime Minister John Major was fined
250 pounds {400 dollars) on Monday, reports Reuter.

. Robert Gipters, 19, admitted threatening behdviour and
has written to the British leader to appologise for firing
the pistol as Major was being driven past into his eountry

home.

~ The court recognised that Gipters, who had been
drinking and left home after an argufment, did not intend
to harm anuvone as the pisiol could not fire bullets.

Di not accustomed to
share her food

LONDON: Princes Diana? Nice lady — but she muldnt
sl long al o Pavarotti show down, reports AP,

Luciano Favarotti hinted twice to the princess that he
wouldn't mind sampling sorme of her shrimp — and then
he came right out and asked. the opera tenor recounts in
an extract from his biography publishied Stidsiy '

"I was at a dinner party
New York with the .
ol Wales &
"Mv
Waorld'. which is extracted
in the London Sundav
Times. She had broiled
shritmp that looked won
cleriul.

"I said to her: Princes
those shrimp must be very
good, yes?" She sald they -
were excellent. Later |
sald agaim they must be
really delicious. She
smiled and nodded en
thusiastically .

“Frmally. | said. "Listew.
| triedd twice with no suc
cesst Now | oask vou dirke
thv.
:HH.JI apologetic.

in
Princess

accustomed to sharing my food.

May 1 have one ol your shfunps”
'T'm so sorry ..

col very Hustered

Siie
| ghdn't realise.”
"Thern she smiled in a shy way and said:

1 a:ﬁ not
If that is true, she would

hiave a Lerrible time at my family table.”
* Pavarotti says some people confuse his ac-knnwirdged
lme for food with him being happy with his weight. -

| un happy in spite of it,"

he writes

T hate to see Lhow

| look to others. | glance in the mirror and | say: "Oh my

God! .

Fight on to save e US chtldren from computer pornography

compuler,” atcording o ma-
terial accompanying the
software .

Cybersitter works in a
similar way, and for control
of On-Line Services used by
children in schools Netscape
Proxy Sever, Webtrack, and
Kid Code can be used.

Nonethe
groups who Want pormogra
phy off the Intermet alto-
gether are ecritical of the
technology-can-do-it-all ap-

proach.
Advocates of the tmchnn»l-

family

ogy approath aruge Lhat to

hold Ou Line Service
providers responsible lor
what is transmitted under
their control is o make them
private censors and contra
dict the first amendment

J ‘Mubarak orders

Brotherhood men

to go on tral

CAIR©, Sept 3. Egypts
President Hosni Mubarak has
ordered Muslim Brotherhood
officials to go on trial in a
military court for the first

time since 1965. legal offl
cials said Saturday. reports
AFP. ;

He signed the order

against 50 Brother hood offi-
cials on Thursday. they added.

The daily Al Ahram said
they would go on ' trial on
charges of having "bromen
the law on organising politi-
cal parties” and for 1rving to
e e

AT et

Lhe dectsion o tiansier
them 1o th€ military high
court unjust,” protested Bro
therhood spoekesman Maa

iy Heowdeibyy



