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Dhaka Day by Day
The Winter Of Discontent

by Samia Islam

THAT'S 1T 2
JUST THE FIRSY

)

No, it's not yet winter and yes. the title
does sound a trifle odd but bear with me
and you will presently comprehend why
evenn when the sun shines brightly or the
heavens pour onto earth, some people in

the city shiver every time the doorbell
chimnes or the phone rings. This happens
around the time the 5SC results come out,
Not around the time actually. rather these
people share the adolescent candidate’'s ap-
prehensions and misgivings about the exam
results and wish religiously for venerable
Israfil to blow his horn before the fateful day
dawns. One would wonder why some people
turn so cynical with age. One would if one
has never seen the inside of a school or col-
lege teacher's humble abode immediately
after the momentous day when all hell
breaks loose on account of the stampede
that ensures among the S5C qualifiers to
grab a seat in the handful of reputed col-
leges of the city.

Even those who have the academic re-
gquirermnents fail to display the confidence
_that should come with the credit of being a
good student. Alas! these days the term
‘good’ itself has become relative and a
cliche. But that is whole different saga de-
serving its own moment in the lime light. At
the moment we concentrate on the events
that follow right after the rows of exuberant
faces smile at you from the newsprint hall of
fame at breaktast. Just when you are reeling
with the flood of information about 16-year-
old glorifying their 14-hour-study schedules,
-3 shifts of tutorials per day, no TV, no
sports. no time out and no life gruelling
routines (is that a day-in-the-life-of-an-
honour student or is it a detailed descrip-
tion of Auschwitz?), your door bell starts
ringing incessantly and the phone almost
keeps time. You measure a day by the num-
ber of incoming calls. And most appalling of
circumstances is when you can hardly keep
your head while the woman in the black
yashmak chats on right through Beverly
Hills 90210 or worse, Picket Fences. Thank

God Remington Steele is off the air or
lhere'd be another serial killer on the loosel

Phone rings redefining ungodly hours.
FPeople who are as blurred in one's memory
As Mughal-E-Azam or The Gold Rush start
coming regularly. And yes with lots of
goodies, causing no end of embarrassment
as one vigilantly tries to persuade them to
take the parcels back. 1 remember one
leacher's anecdote. He would insist to pay
lor the stull if the people refused to take
them back. This is gridlock, mate, to what
you thought it was for so long.

One woman not only brought her daugh-
ter along but also the child's friend and her
mother. The friend's mother stated with
gusto that whatever happens the girls have
lo get admitted together because they can-
not survive without each other. The flam-
bovant mother worries for her daughter but
her son gives her no anxiety. They have
chosen a wife for the son. You venture out to
ask what the son does for a living, no rea-
sons just small talk (you are starting (o excel
at it these days in your new job as PRO).
Well, no living yet as he is currently studying
in class 6 but the bride-to-be who is 7-year-
old is a terrific looker. A harangue follows
allegorizing her Helenic beauty which gives
you time to recuperate.

There are two women now waiting in our
iiving roomr because their victim my mom —
the poor., exhausted member of the noble
teaching profession is not at home. The
generous ladies ask everybody in the house
to go on doing their thing. promising that
they would not get in anybody's hair but on
no account would they leave. They are pre-
pared to wait till 10.30 at night or maybe
11.00 because tomorrow is form day (and
you thought parents are not sympathetic
towards their kids anymore). | listlessly
look at my watch which reads in its digital
coldhearted splendour 6.30. No worries,
just 4 hours with total strangers in our living
room. thats all It could be worse |
suppose. They could invade from Mars.

Memorial
scholarship

A scholarship in memory
of Taimur Hossain, young di-
rector of Kallol Electronics
Ltd. who died last year, has
been announced, said a press
release yesterday.

The student securing the
highest position in the 55C
examinations kom Taimur's
village school — Durgapur
High School at Jhenidah will
be awarded the scholarship.

This was disclosed at his
first death anniversary pro-
gramme held in the city,

Metropolitan

Death anniversary

The sixth death anniver-
sary of Abul Kashem, founder
of Bangladesh Timber Merc-
hants' Assoclation will be
observed today, says a press
release.

The Abul Kashem Smriti
Sangsad and Bangladesh Tim-
ber Merchants' Association
will jointly hold a discussion,
qurankhwani, feeding of the
destitutes at 4:00 pm today at
the office of the association at
97. Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam -
Road, Firingl Bazar, Chitta-
gong.
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Hasina for ensuring women edn

L2

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina vyesterday
urged the United Nations and
the participating countries of
the international women
conference to take effective
measures to ensure education
for the women in third world
countries by alleviating their
poverty. reports UNB.

In a message on the eve of
the conference., beginning
loday in Beijing, she said the

nature of problems of women
in developed and third world
countries are different.

Most of the women in the
third world countries are il-
literate, they suffer from
malnutrition, social insecu-
rity and live below poverty
level, the Awami League
President said.

"Overall development,
economic emancipation as
well as the political empow-

F]

erment of women are essen-
tial. 1 hope the Beijing con-
ference will be able to play a
vital role to empower them,"
she said.

Hasina said the partici-
pants of the conference will
be benefited by exchanging
views to build up a prosper-
ous future for women.

She wished a great suc-
cess of the conference.

Fortune 500 employers.

in the industry.

following address:

WANTED

A leading multinational company invites applications
for the position of personal secretary for their office in
Dhaka. The company, a market leader in its business
categories worldwide, is also amongst the most favoured

The job involves, amongst others, assisting
management in the areas of preparation/presentation of
documents, managing and following up on routine priorities
and managing office administration. |

Candidates must be below 30 years of age, have a
good working knowledge of word processing and
spreadsheet softwares and have high fluency in English to
enable interaction with foreigners. The candidate must be
enthusiastic and willing to work late when required.
Experience, preferably with similar multinational
companies is desirable. Compensation will match the best

Interested candidates may apply within 10 days to the

Box No S-439
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service
begins today
Nhe Bengali Service of
British Broadcasting Corpor-
ation [BBC) will launch a new
3 Beclroom Apartments of 1700 sft SU-nnuate lunchiime progr
Only 2 Apartments on Each Floor amme from today. reports
LUNH,

Unique Exterior & Well Planned Interiors.

The new transmission s
being launched with a phone-
i programme with Aparna
Sen. the renowned Indian
[ilm director, actress and ed-
itor of the Bengali women's
magazine, "Sanandya’

The 30-minute transmis-
sion, which will start with a
four minute news bulletin,

impressive Teak Entrance Door.

High Quality Light Fittings & Fdures.
Good Qudiity Sanitary Wares.
Excellent Kitchen Features.
Superb Fnishing Quality

bullding technology & ideas Itd.

TMC Building (18t fipor) 52 New Eskalon Road, Dhaka,
Tel 404243,404872,413110,839160 Fax 880-2-833922 iims to improve the Bengali

Meabe of HEHAD “ervice' s coverage of social

A Aand cultural issues

It includes a series of new
SEM'NAR ON programmes, with shorl
PERSPECTIVE PLANNING

siory readings (Tuesday). co-
verage of the li comimn-

ATTN: IBA ALUMNI
A seminar will be held as per following schedule -

QO0QCO0Q00Q0

unity in Britain (Friday), and
4 personal view ol devel-
vpments in Bangladesh by
lormer BBC World Service
Carrespondent Ataus Samad,
and from West Bengal by a
leading Calcutta-based
journalist on Saturday.

=

ISSUES IN PARTICIPATION
AND LOCAL LEVEL PLANNING

DR MUZAFFER AHMAD
Speaker Professor, IBA, Dhaka University

Chief Guest Dr A MOYEEN KHAN

|
Hon'ble State Minister for
|
1

Key Note

Planning, Govt of Bangladesh

Hotel Puriani Int']
Dilkusha CA. Dhaka

Monday, 4 September 1995
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| Death anniversary ol >

All the alumni are cordially invited to attend the The 24th death anniver- = wr= ofy Mfire |

seminar. sary of Shaheed Khwja Niz-
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Qurankhwani and a milad
mahfil wili be held at 97/A
West Dhanmondi after Asr
prayers today

Friends. relatives and ad-
muirers have been reguested
to attend

THE IBA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Institute of Business Admmustration t
University of Dhaka Tel - 861819, 505551-2




