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NEW YORK. Se-
pt 1: Top-see-
ded defending
champion An-
dre Agassi esca-
ped an ambush

set by a most unlikely attac-

ker Thursday by battling back
to beat inspired Spa-niard
Alex Corretja in five sets in
the second round at the US
Open, report agencies.

_ . @ clay ecourt spe-
cialist who was winless this
year on hard courts entering

SL-PCB X1
match drawn

KARACHI, Sept 1: A three-
day match between a Pakis-
tan Cricket Board Xl and Sri
Lanka ended in a draw today.
reports Reuter.

Scores: Sri Lanka 286 for
eight declared and 148 for

four, Pakistan Cricket Board
X1 244 for eight declared.

Earlier on Thursday, a
stylish B0 by Aamir Sohail
enabled a Pakistan Cricket
Board XI to post a re-
spectable 182 for four against
Sri Lanka despite a minor
collapse on the second day.

Replying to Sri Lanka's
260 for eight declared, the
Board XI looked well in
command as they reached
113 for the loss of opener
Mohammad Ramzan who was
run out for 18.

But then three wickets fell
in the space of 12 runs and
seven overs, including that of
Sohail who drove a catch to
deep mid-off.

It left the Board XI in
some trouble at 125 for four
but Test batsman Zahid Fazal
and Javed Sami patiently re-
built the innings with an un-
broken fifth-wicket partner-
ship of 57.

Zahid's 38 came from 87
balls with the help of two
fours and two sixes while
Sami, playing his first repre-
sentative match against a
touring team, was unbeaten
with 19 from 56 deliveries.

Sri Lanka., resuming at
252 for five, had earlier
added 34 runs for the loss of
three wickets after batting on
for 18 more overs.

Lankan U-24s
level one-dayers

COLOMBO, Sept 1: Sri
Lanka's slow bowlers stole
the limelight as the home
defeated South Africa by 69
runs in a dramatic comeback
in the second and final un-
der-24 one-day international
here Thursday, reports AFP.

Sri Lanka made a modesi
209 for nine in the allotted
90 overs and just when the
visitors seemed sel to post
their seconds straight strai-
ght one-day win, slow
bowlers Sajith Fernando.
Nimesh Perera and Suranga
Wijenavake turned the tide.

From a strong 65 for one
South Africa crashed to 140
in 40.1 overs allowing Sri
Lanka to square the one-day
series. The tourists had
trounced Sri Lanka by 95
runs in the first one-dayer.

Off-spinner Fernando and
leg-spinner Perera claimed
three wickets each while
left-arm spinner Wijenayake
captured two wickets.

Reuter.

Al the close of the second
day of their three-day match,
the tourists led by 241 with

Bevan (105) and Maicalfe
(100} put on 19] in 39 overs
fifth wicket. but the

Test against England, bowl-
ing 55 overs without a

wicket, had some recom-
pense on Thursday.

five Yorkshire wickets
111 im 23.4 overs.

SEPTEMBER 2 1995

the Open and was a first-
round victim in his three
previous visits here, played
like a man possessed on the
sladium court stage before
lalling 5-7. 6-3, 5-7. 6-0, 6-2
to the world number one.
Agassi struggled to find
his rhythm against the top-
spin blasting Spaniard, who
ran the American all over the
court and coaxed an inordi-
nate number of errors from
the favourite during the first

chhampion Sergl Bruguera of
Spain was beaten 6-2, 6-3, 6-
4 by Czech Daniel Vacek, and
16th seed Andrei Medvedev
lost to former playing partner
Sargis Sargsian of Armenia,
ranked 392, after winning
the first two sets.

Sargsian, who was given a
wildcard as the US college
singles champion from Ari-
zona state, ruined the mer-
curial Medvedev's 2list

birthday by winning 1-6. 4-6.

Waorld number one Andre Agassi raises both hands in
relicl after winning vet caother point against unseeded
Spaniard Alex Corieyga at the US Open in Flushing
Meadows, New York on Aug 31. Corretja gave Agassi a
run for his money before going down 5-7, 6-3, 5-7, 6-0

and b-2.
three sets.
But with his back to the

wall. Agassi lifted his game

like a true champions and
wore down the courageous
Spaniard, who finished the
three-hour, seven-minute
match sprawled on the court
after lunging for a backhand
and then limped off appar-
ently suffering from cramps.

'l thought 1 was fighting
uphill’ all night." said Agassi.
"I had to find my rhythm. If
you don't have your rhythm,
nothing separates you from
guys like Corretja.

"He got on me early and
he thought that he could win.
| was in for a fight and |
knew the guy would be work-
ing his but off.”

Corretja, ranked 28th
with one clay court title in
his career, was steamrollered
in the fourth set by Agassi,
who responded to the rau-
cous cheers of the packed
stadium crowd with some
fantastic shot-making,

The Spaniard broke Agassi
in the third game of the final
sel when the American dou-
ble faulted to take a 2-1 lead.
But that was the last game
Corretja would win as Agassi
poured on the pressure
against the spent Spaniard.

“When | won the first set |
thought I could beat him. But
by the fourth set | couldn't
move so well,” said Corretja,
who was pained by cramps in
his legs from the start of the
lourth set.

“When he broke me again
in the fifth set. | felt really,
really tired.”

Two men's seeds were un-
able to escape defeat at the
National Tennis Centre

Two-time French Open

— AFP/UNB photo

Andre's US Open
collection!

NEW YORK, Sept 1:
Andre Agassi, the world's
number one., is holding his
rival, Pete Sampras, at by
both on and off the court, re-
ports Reuter.

Besides overtaking
friendly rival Sampras on the
rankings chart this spring,
Agassi is also winning in TBE
fashionwears with his new
clothing line flying off the
shelves at the US Open, well
ahead of the more conserva-
tive took endorsed by
Sampras.

"People want the clothes,
the bandanna, even the
shoes,” said a salesman.
"Agassi is ahead of Sampras,
but he's not blowing him
away.”

Agassi unviled yet another
new look at the US Open
with a brown and white
striped shirt topping the
baggy shorts. The top seller
is the knee-length black
shorts, which retail at 4500
dollars a close second is the
Agassi bandanna, or heard-

-rang, offered in both black

and white and costing 12.00
dollars.

No one is deterred

by the
prices. The full Agassi look —

bandanna, shirt, shorts
blacks socks and shoes —
could set you back over dol-
lars 275.

"People come here
straight form the court and
buy whatever they just saw
Agassi wearing.," saild the
salesman. "They just want to
look exactly like Andre."

LONDON. Sept
1: Frank Brune,
the British hea-
vyweight with
the bodybuil-
der's physique.
limitless ambition and stri-
ctly limited ability., gets a
fourth shot at a world title
this Saturday before his

adoring home fans, reporis
Reuter

Britain's favourite loser
was stopped by Tim
Witherspoon, Mike Tyson
and Lennox Lewis respec-
tively in his three previous

title challenges.
Now a series of

farcical mismatches against
handpicked ts who
have hit the canvas shortly
after lambering into the ring.
Bruno has been granted a tilt
at the World Boxing Council
(WBC) version of the title
against American Oliver
McCall at Wembiley Stadium.

Once stripped for action,
Bruno has always looked the
part of a world title con-

6-3, 6-2, 6-4.

As junior players, Sarg-
sian, 21, had trained toge-
ther with Medvedev and the
two represented the former
Soviet Union in international
competitions.

Agassi, who has compiled
an awesome 90-10 match
record since his electrifying

run to the Open title last year
as an unseeded, nearly top-
ped the list of upset victims.

Corretja played impecca-
bly in the first set, pounding

deep top spin drives into
both corners and committing

just five unforced errors

against a whipping 21 made
by Agassi, who ended the

opening set with a double
fault.

Agassi, winner of 22 suc-
cessive matches, turned
more aggressive in the sec-
ond set and it paid dividends.
He pressed aggressive in the
second set and it paid divi-
dends. He pressed Corretja
relentlessly in a marathon
game to start the second set
that went nine deuces before
the Spaniard finally held.

Agassi cashed in on his
next chance at Corretja's
serve, rushing the net three
times and converting a pair
of athletic volley winners to
break serve on the way to ty-
ing the match.

Corretja came out smok-
ing in the third set, breaking
Agassi right at the start.
Agassi broke in the 10th
game to make it 5-5 but
Corretja broke right back and
then won the third sel as
Agassi, who squandered lwo
break points, faltered with
Lthree successive errors.

The action was fast and
entertaining with disputed
line calls, exhortations, cele-
brations and sizzling shot-
making the recipe for a bois-
terous good time.

In the last game of the
fourth set, Agassi brought the
crowd to their feet with a
sensational winner.

Racing back to reach a
top-spin lob, Agassi swung vi-
ciously over his right shoul-
der. with his back to the net.
and sent a blazing winner
screaming into the corner
with Corretja left gaping
helplessly at the net.

"The crowd was so loud
my ears were ringing,” Agassi
said about the reaction to his
miracle shot. "It was like a
[rock] concert. This is the

most amazing environment to

play tennis in.

"By the fifth set everybody
had at least two or three
beers in them and the place
was rocking.”

Next up for the flamboyant
Las Vegan is two-time Open
champion Stefan Edberg, ea-
ger for a chance to show the
world he is better than his
current number 19 status

Agassi knows that the
serve-and-volley Swecish
master offers a different up-
set recipe.

‘It is difficult to play a guy
who, in a sense, believes that
he can win every match if he
is playing his best tennis.”
Agassi said of Edberg, winner
of the 1991 and '92 Open.s.

"It Is going to be tough,
but the bottom line is you got
to beat the best players in the
world to win this tourna-
ment. If 1 plan on winning
this tournament, bring him
on,

Meanwhile, tenth-seeded
Lindsay Davenport of the
United States was the lone
women's seed to fall, losing
to willy veteran Zina Garri-
son-Jackson 6-1, 6-3.

Monica Seles continuing
her return to competitive
tennis was an unconvincing
6-2. 6-1 winner Erika
de Lone, ranked No 113 and
playing in her maiden Open
in four years after taking a
hiatus from Harvard.

world title fights, stretching
back to the Witherspoon
clash in 1986

Relying almost exclusively
on a powerful left jab. Bruno
is cumbersome in the ring
and, crucially, appears to
have no idea how to cover up
under pressure.

Bruno's perennial opti-
mise that he will one day be
world champion has again
been given full voice, sharp-
ened this time by the realisa-
tion that with Tyson now
back in action another

chance is unlikely.

‘1 feel stronger,
more focused and more men-
tally prepared than | have
ever been.” he said. "1 feel
cool and completely in con-
trol.
"l realise this is the last
chance. ['ll be made redun-
dant after this if it doesn't
work.”

McCall. 30, a native of
Chicago. stopped Lewis in-
side two rounds last Sep
tember to take the WBC title.

fitter,

Bruno's last punch for glory?

sparring partner. including
300 rounds with Tyson, ar-
gues a certain lack of ambi-
tion and in addition McCall
has a well documented taste
for the high life.

But the American Is
openly contemptuous of
Bruno's chances, based in
part on his experiences as a
training partner for the
Briton.

"He was bottom of the list
and nothing has changed,”
McCall said.

"Once he gets hit a couple
of time, it will be 'deja vu.' As
far as Bruno's ability to put
together combinations goes
and his capacity to last into
the heart of a hard fight, |

don't see any championship

quality.

“He is too wooden and
there's no speed to his
punches. “I'm guicksilver
compared to him."

Saturday's undercard fea-
tures American Virgil Hill,
who defends his World

Sport

Agassi so agile, yet so aghast

|

at Hyderabad
cricket tourney

HYDERABAD., Sept 1:
Leading lights of Indian
cricket would take part in
the Moin-Ud-Dowla Invitation
Gold Cup tournament starting

here on September 2, re-
ports PTI.

Twenty teams, including |

Sri Lanka and Bangladesh,
would be taking part in the
prestigious tournament, Hy-
derabad Cricket Association
secretary Ranga Reddy said.

The Sungrace team is
loaded with superstars like
Sachin Tendulkar, Vinod
Kambli, Atul Bedade, Nayan
Mongia, Sandeep Patil and
Venkatapathi Raju, besides
upcoming Amol Mazumdar,
Rohan Gavaskar and Suresh
Shetty.

The Mercantile (Sri
Lanka) team has Test stars D
Ranatunga. Marvan Atapattu,
Hemantha Wickramaratne,
Romesh Kaluwairthna and
former Starts Russell Arnold
and Wendell Lebroy.

The 20 teams would be
segregated into four groups
and the toppers of each
group would play the semi-fi-
nal on September 12. The fi-
nals would be a day-and-night
match at the Lal Bahadur
Stadium on September 14.

The winners would get a
cash prize of Rs one lakh,
'while the runners-up would
take home Rs 50,000.

The teams: Group A: MRF,
Escorts, HCA B, ACA, TNCA.

Group B: Indian Cements,

SBI. Public Sector, Bangla- |

desh Cricket Control Board
(BCCB) and HCA.

Group C: KS5CA, Mercan-
tile (Sri Lanka). Sungrace,
Indian Bank and CAB.

Group D: HCA A, Chem-

~ palst, PCL, I0C and Services.

Graf first into
last sixteen

NEW YORK, Sept 1: Steffi
(iral bhecame the first to
reach the fourth round at the
US Open on Friday by defeat-
ing Nathalie Tauziat of France
B-3. 6-3. reports AP.

She was quickly joined by
l2th-seeded Natasha
Zvereva. who defeated Ann
Grossman 6-4, 7-6 (7-5).

Mohsin Cup
b'ball

Sports Reporter

(:regorians’ Club pulled off
o squeaky 47-46 victory over
Rangers-A in the lone Moshin
Cup Second Division basket-
ball league encounter played
at the Dhamondi Gymnasium
vesterday. The winners led
22-21 al the breather.

Mahmudur caged the
highest 12 points for the
Gregorians while Babu top-
scored with seventeen for
Fhe Hangoers,

Cavallo gets
Diego's pat
on the back

BUENOS AIRES, Sept 1:
Diego Maradona., once ac-
cused of having links to the
Mafia while playing in Italy,
said Thursday Argentina's
Economic Minister is correct
in his remarks about orga-
nized crime. reports AP.

"We Argentines don't de-
serve such an honest minis-
ter,” Maradona, speaking in a
radio interview, said of
Domingo Cavallo. "It pains me
that we're such hypocrites
here. We all know the Mafias
exist. And now Cavallo has to
justify himself to people who
don't deserve it."

Cavallo's taming of hyper-
inflation has attracted several
sports stars back to Argen-
tina in recent years.

TIBURON, USA, Sept 1:
American adventurer Steve
Fossett. who earlier this year
became the first person to
cross the Pacific Ocean solo
in a balloon, broke a 110-
year-old Trans-Pacific sailing
record on Thursday, reports
Reuter.

Fossett, 51, and three
crew members aboard his
trimaran "Lakota’ sailed from
Yokohama. Japan to San
Francisco Bay in 16 days, 16
hours and 23 minutes,

knocking almost five days off
the old Japan-San Francisco
sailing record of 21 and a half

days.
Showtime

L]

in on iron Mike

NEW YORK, Sept 1: Mike
Tyson's 89-second
Peter McNeeley will gross
more than 96 million dollars
worldwide, including a US
record 683 million dollars
from pay-per-view television
sales,

Television said the August 19

fight in Las Vegas, Tysons
first foray into the ring since

_he served a three-year prison

term for rape, was bought by

I a record |.52 households.

NEW YORK,

Sept 1: They fa-

rmed Stefan
. Edberg out to
.. Court 16 at the
- US Open. It's
about as far from Centre
Court as this sprawling com-
plex goes, reporis AP,

Edberg understands. A
two-time winner of the tour-
nament, owner of six Grand
Slam titles, he has fallen on
hard times.

His game has been incon-
sistent, so bad. in fact, that
he is not even seeded in this
year's Open, his record 50th
consecutive Grand Slam
tournament. That's sort of
like top seed and defending
champion Andre Agassi, his
next opponent, was a year

ago.

H

I've had a long spell when
I was at the top of the game,”
Edberg said after defeating
Daniel Nestor 6-1, 7-6, 2-6,
6-1 Thursday. “You can't keep
going going, going forever. |
am not going to be top five
for the rest of my life.
Sometimes you run into trou-
ble. There's always a way out
of it, always a way back."

Agassi found his way out.
Edberg is 'still looking for his.
On Thursday, the search took
him far afield.

"It was a long time since [
played on an outside court,”
he said. "It is different be-
cause there is not that much
room. Everything is tighter.
Everything is smaller. :

"It's a pretty good court to
play on. Quite a good atmo-
sphere. At least the place is
full. That is what you want

sometimes, to play on a
court like that when it is full,"
rather than to play in a half-
empty stadium."

That was the cireum-
stance when Edberg played
his first match here this year,
hidden away at 11 am when
most tennis fans are still
consuming their second cup
of coffee.

His pride was not dented
by playing on an outside
court."l could play another
outside match.” Edberg said.

.........

ekt o A

STEFAN EDBERG

Like maybe his next one
against Agassi, he joked.

Sometimes Edberg won-
ders where everything went
wrong. Just three years ago
he won his second straight
Open. Now he is treated as an
after thought.

"Obviously, I'm not win-
ning as many matches,” he
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said. "I think I've lost a lt-

o [

Return of the Swede

tle bit of consistency. It is re- ¢

ally the first time in my life [
faced sort of a downhill slide,
and it is a little hard to adjust
Lo 1t

‘It is not great being in
that position, but there is
roomn to move up again. | am
not playing that badly. It is
just ...

some matches this

yvear where | haven't played *
very well and | had some bad *

losses.

"Once you start losing 5

matches, other people think
they have a chance and you '

lose a little bit of confidence. =™

S0 it is a bit of a tough posi- -

tion to find yourself in, but it

is not the end of the world.” -

g

Typical was Nestor, a 23~

year-old Canadian
ranked No. 165 in the world
and has never won a tourna-
ment, He did, however, beat
Edberg in their only previous
match in Davis Cup.

5o Edberg digs in and
looks for a solution. Perhaps
it will come against Agassi,
his next opponent. probably
on Saturday. He is excited at
the prospect of continuing
his search against No. 1.

"It is an opportunity and it
is great playing on Centre
Court, playing against the

best player in the world, and -
to make .

I know he is going
me play my absolutely best
tennis to have a chance to

who is

=

beat him,” Edberg said. "He is __

in the position where I have
been from many years.
Hopefully 1 will be a good
challenge for him."

Otherwise, it will be back
to the outside courts.

World University Games

FUKUOKA, Japan, Sept 1:
Italy upset the favoured
Americans in the women's
basketball final Friday,
blocking the United Statés
from passing Japan again in
the World University Games
overall gold medals race, re-
ports AP.

David Oaks had evened
the Americans with the
Japanese at 20 gold medals
each by winning the men's
100 metre sprint.

But in the two nations’
seesaw battle atop the stand-
ings, the United States still
led 62 to 58 in total medals
with 22 events left Saturday
and Sunday. Japan was shut
out of the gold column

Friday, while the Americans
just missed medals by finish-
ing fourth in baseball and
women's volleyball.

Russia and China each had
12 golds, South Korea had

fight with {

Showtime TV said

nine and Germany and
Hungary each had six.

The day's only double gold
winners were China and
Yugoslavia. Each had one vic-
tory in track and field. China
also won the women's volley-
ball gold, and Yugoslavia beat
Hungary 10-9 in overtime in
the water polo final. Australia
took the water polo bronze
with a 14-11 victory over
Russia.

Two nations won their
first medals of these Games,
both with victories in 400-
metre races. Eswopt Coombs
of Saint Vincent and the
(Grenadines won the men's,
and Nigeria's Olabisi Afolabi
won a seesaw women's battle
with China's Du Xiujie.

In women's basketball,
Italy led 43-34 at halftime,
lost the lead, and then shot
ahead again with a 17-7 run
for a 73-65 gold medal vic-

tory.

"This is a dream for us,”
gsaid Italian coach Riccardo
Sales. "It is the first time an
Italian women's team has
ever beaten an American
team.” - :

Japan won the bronze
with an 86-71 victory over
Ruissia.

On the track, Oaks and
Germany's Melanie Paschke
claimed the fastest sprinter
titles.

Oaks had to overcome a
bad start to beat Obadele
Thompson in the men's 100,
He finished in 10.28 seconds,
Thompson took the silver—
Barbados' first medal in in-
ternational competition — in
10.34.

Paschke won her 100 fi-
nal in 11.16. Ekaterina
Thanou of Greece was second
in 11.30 and Mary Tombiri of
Nigeria third in 11.43.

In the 400s, Coombs won
the mien's race in 45.38, fol-
lowed Udeme Ekpenyong on
Nigeria in 45.57 and Dmitri
Kossov of Russia in 45.70,

In the women's race,
Afolabl said that when Du
"passed me on the last curve,
it was a challenge for me to
beat her." She did. by, 22
seconds in 50.50. _

Romania's lulia Negura
and Camelia Tecuta finished
1-2 in the women's 10,000
metres, but Negura was more
than 15 seconds ahead in 32
minutes, 28.25 seconds.

In the men's high jump.
Dragutin Topic of Yugoslavia
and Germany's Wolfgang
Kreissig both cleared 2.29
metres (7 feet, 6 inches), but
Topic took the gold by mak-
ing it on his first try. Kreissig
needed three. Brendan Reilly
of Britain took the bronze at
2.27 (7-5 1/4).

o .

Anke Huber of Germany fires in a double-handed
backhand against American Anne Miller during their
second round encounter of the US Open at Flushing
Meadows New York on Aug 31. Huber won 6-0, 7-5.

— AFP/UNB photo

US, Japan on even keel

China's Zhang Lianbiao
won the men's Javelin with a
throw of 79.30 metres (260-
2), well ahead of the 77.52
(254-4) of Austria's Gregor
Hoegler and the 76.16 (249-
10) of Ukraine's Andrey
Uglov.

Ukraine's Vitaliy Sidorov
was the men's discuss winner
at 62.16 metres [(203-11).
South Africa's Frederick
Potgieter followed with 61.38
(201-4) and Italy's Diego

Fortuna took bronze
61.16 (200-8).

Sarka Kasparkova of the
triple- .
jumped 14.20 meters (46-7
gold

Czech Republic

1/4) for a women's

with

medal. Lioudmila Doubkova of
Russia edged Barbara Lah of
[taly 13.87 (45-6 1/4) to
13.85 (45-5 1/4) for the sil-
Ver. :
Baseball ended with the:
same gold and silver medal-“

ists as in the last games in.»,
the 1993. Cuba beat South 3
Korea 2-0 in the final, wlth{':ﬂ
Eduardo Paret's solo home™™

run providing the only run

the Cubans needed. Japan

won the bronze by beating , -

the United States 7-3.

Jansher storms
into last eight
HONG KONG, Sept 1:

World champion Jansher
Khan stormed into the Hong
Kong Open quarter-finals on
Thursday in a near-empty
arena as a typhoon raged out-
side, reports Reuter.

The Pakistani top seed
and defending champion beat
gqualifier Mark Chaloner of
England 15-7, 15-4, 15-8
and led the top seven seeds
into the last eight.

Organisers were given the
go-ahead by local authorities
to play the second round
matches on the condition
that spectators would not be
allowed into the arena during
typhoon Kent, which lashed
the territory from Ilate
morning.

"l played better today than
in the first round. My short
game has picked up and I
was taking my volleys better,”
sald Jansher after ousting
world number 31 Chaloner,
who came into the tourna-
ment after impressive dis-
plays at the Singapore and
Malaysian Opens.

“That was the first time I
have played Chaloner. He is
fit and has a lot of potential
to climb up the rankings.”

Jansher, bidding for his
seventh Hong Kong Open ti-
tle, has a quarter-final match
against seventh seed Del
Harris of England, who de-
feated compatriot Mark
Cairmms 15-8, 15-9, 5-15, 15
6.

Australia's Ronney Eyles,
the second seed, was given a
tough work-out by Federico
Usandizaga of Argentina be-
fore emerging with a 17-16,
15-14, 15-11 win.

Eyles will play Gary Waite
in the last eight after the
Canadian qualifier's 15-13,
15-10, 15-12 victory over
compatriot Jonathan Power.

The other gquarter-finals
will pit 1993 Hong Kong
Open champion Brett Martin
of Australia, the number four
seed, against England's
Simon Parke and Scotland's
Peter Nicol,

Chris Walker of England.

md thl"l. -
against number five seed



