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Quaszmodo. .Man Behmd the Mask

by R.umnna Tanmm Khan

judge one-
lnnthnrmlyhyrnru
iewing their acts, and
sometimes only by looks. But
behaviour is often proved to
be a contrast to the
appearance. No one has the
capability of learning what is
hidden behind the face. So
the man behind the mask can

always be a complete
stranger.
Quasimodo, the central

character of Victor Hugo's
novelThe Hunchback of
Notre-Dame, is one of the
best examples of people
whose looks did not repre-
sent their ities. In
spite of his uglyness, he was a
true man inside.
Unfortunately he was vic-
timised by nalve judgments,
until he captured everyone's
Victer Hugo's novel takes
one back to the fifteenth cen-
tury. Quasimodo was the bell-
ringer of Notre-Dame
Cathedral. At the age of four
he was found near the cathe-
dral. No one knew about his
parents. He was discovered
to have a deformed body with
a hump between the shoul-
ders, and had only one eye.
Quasimodo was adopted
and raised by Claude Frollo,
who later became the
Archdeacon of Notre-Dame,
So Notre-Dame became
Quasimodo's home. His ex-
features restricted
him to the cathedral only and
not beyond it. But these fea-
tures did not distort his in-
telligence though they pre-
vented his mormal function-
ing. THis condition was wors-
ened when he became deaf at
the age of fourteen.
The novel is based
Quasimodo's love.
Claude Frollo and Quasimodo

wn
Both

fell in love with a beautiful
gipsy girl — Esmeralda. But
Esmeralda was obsessed with
the handsome captain
Phoebus. Both Frollo and
Quasimodo knew why they
were no match for her. For
the Archdeacon it was his
position, for the hunchback it
was his appearance. Aware of
the fact, the Archdeacon ap-
proaches Esmeralda, and be-
ing refused again and again
decided to take r . On
the other hand, Quasimodo
saved Esmeralda from death.
proving that he too could be a
man behind a hideous face.

Quasimodo was raised In
extreme isolation. All he
knew and cared about was
the cathedral. The reason for
this was that his exceptional
features only caused him to
be loathed and mocked.

There was a velled mock-
ery when Quasimodo was
elected the ‘'Pope of the
Fools' by few ambassadors in
the Festival of Fools. To the
ambassadors, Quasimodo's
uglyness and deafness were
perfect characteristics for
the ‘Pope of the Fools'. But to
Quasimodo those were partis
of his life.

Similarly, a Judge failed to
Aact when Quasimodo was
taken to court on the charge
of attempting to abducl
Esmeralda. While questioning
Quasimodo the Judge had
some misunderstandings.
This was due to Quasimodo's
deafness and made the judge
loose his temper. As a result
of this. Quasimodo was taken
to the pillory to be whipped.
But this was an unfair trial as
Quasimodo was only obeying
Claude Frollo's orders.

While being treated with
the whip, Quasimodo discov-
ered what people really felt

'l

about him. He saw thal the
crowd. that crowned him the
‘Pope of the Fools' the day
belore, cheered al his agony
and mocked him. At the
same time he saw Claude
Frollo passing by. indifferent
about his state. This made
the hunchback's attitude to-
wards the Archdeacon
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change. the man that
Quasimodo loved all his life
became the man to abomi-
nate.

When the whole world
seemed to act against
Quasimodo, Esmeralda en-
tered the scene. As his back
was bleeding and he was be-
ing mocked by the crowd.

quiet place, Frollo di

Quasimodo asked for some
water. But no one helped
him. Then Esmeralda went to
offer Quasimodo some water,
knowing that the same man
had tried to abduct her the
night before.

Quasimodo himsell was
touched by Esmeralda’s ten-
derness. realizing who his
true friend was. The thought
of true friends brought tears
in his eyes, This scene was
not so ordin to the crowd

Claude Frollo tried in al-
most all the possible ways to
stop Esmeralda from being
someone else's wife. So, once
when Phoebus and Esmeralda
were sup to meet at a
squised
himself in that place. At the
right moment he attempted
to kill the Captain and man-
aged to blame the fault on
Esmeralda. Esmeralda was
tortured and tortured before
she admitted to the court
Lthat she was guiliv of killing

Captain Phochus. As a result,

she was senicnced to death.

Just belore Lsmeralda was
going to be executed on the
due day, the Archdeacon re-
minded her that if she ac-
cepted his offer he could still
spare her life. But her bitter
hatred towards him made
her reject the proposal. Then
as she was walking up to the
scaffold she saw Phoebus.
Though she immediately
cried out to him. he deliber-
ately went out of her sight. At
this point. being deceived by
the Captain, Esmeralda
fainted. Quasimodo, who was
observing every happening,
went to the poor girl's res-
cue.

He heroically got hold of
Esmeralda, brought her
within the walls .of Notre-
Dame and declared giving

her sanctuary. The crowd ap-
preciated and cheered. re-
peating Quasimodo s words,
officers and executioners
remained still at their places.
|aken aback while Quasimodo
victoriously rescued their
prisoner. Everyone felt. at
that time, the hideous flaced
hunchback was beautiful deep
inside. And Quasimodo was
iruly beautiful. much more
heautiful than the jealous
Archdeacon or the Ithiah
Phoebus.

But the story does not end
there. Again Esmeralda falls
in the grip of Claude Frollo,
while Quasimodo unknow-
ingly fights people trying to
rescue Esmeralda before the
sanctuary is made to expire.
This time Quasimodo be-
comes unable to save his love
from death. As revenge, he
throws the Archdeacon offl
the top of Notre-Dame.
Months after that
Quasimodo’'s skeleton was
found embracing Esmeralda's
in the 'vault of Montfaucon',
where the executed persons’
bodies were dumped.

Quasimodo was a very
lonely person. His childhood
was spent making I[riends
with statues of the cathedral.
Physical disability did not
prevent his mental develop-
ment, but the social rejection
towards him kept his
thoughts and emotions sup-
pressed. These thoughts and
emotions were comparable to
that of the other characters.
Wwith all, Quasimodo proved
himself to be a true man con-
cealed in his exceptional
[eatures. He teaches us not to
judge a person by his looks.
lor our faces are only masks
under which we are hidden.

T can be unanimously ac
knowledged by most of
the level-headed and
people of

that the existing
| in this
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. The article
don't need no thought
‘control” written by Joy
Alamgir on the'28th of July
was a plece in which the
writer expressed concern for
' our education system.

‘Joy has rightly empha-
sized the fact that syllabuses
of certain subjects such as
English, Physi

- Him

| cs and Chem-
istry are inadequate and the

- text of there subjects are very

much back dated. However, |

personally do not fully agree
with the writer when he

states that chapters covering
classification of plants and
“information about parallel
veins on leaves are 'obsolete
stuff, the learning of which

~ @erves us no purpose.
I still hold a per-

dge against 'useless’

c]u-.ni tions, all the same,

there kinds of information

helps indirectly to make us
understand more clearly
about the variety of life on
Earth. Some informations in
texts really seem too dis-
tantly related to real life and
our everyday dealings but is it
not t for us to know
that hydrogen and oxygen
-make up water?

The writer, in his article,
has critisized the fact that
because of some subjects be-
ing compulsory, students are
forced to take up subjects for
which "thqr don't have the
knack.” A problem would
however arise here if certain

- subjects. such as English,

‘Bengali,
seriously ' meeds .

The Existing Education System

by Susmita Roy

Mathematics etc
were optional.

A student might then have
the freedom to omit for ex-
ample, " English from his
course just because he/she
isn't good at it or has no in-
terest in it. As a result, the
student would complete his
education without knowing

which, as the writer
himself had mentioned. is
vital to be learnt thoroughly.

Basically it is not so much

the text books and the syl-

labuses themselves that ham-
per our education but it is
the teaching and learning

methods and the lack of
school — facilities which re-
tard proper education in our
country. The system in which
subject matters are taught in
school and the exam tech-
nique itself is most inappro-
priate and degrading. The
main problem with the edu-
cation system lies mainly in
the primary sector. This sec-

tion is almost totally ignored |

and neglected and only a
minimum of care is taken to
actually 'educate’ a child in

primary schools.
It is very fine and dandy
that the t is aim-

ing for more and more pri-
mary schools but what per-
centage of students come out
educated in the real sense”
The few who pass into sec-

-andary schools barely know

more than. simple calcula-
tions, the of writing
their names besides knowing
how to memorize without
understanding. These chil-

dren hardly know how to in-

teract with teachers, express
their thoughts, use their cre-
ativity and intelligence and
are totally unaware of how to
use imagination.

In most primary schools.
the students huddle together
in cramped conditions and
go through the process of re-
peated recitation of the text
until the information is em-
bedded into their heads for
life. Punishment include pre-
historic ones such as whip-
ping the child. swatting his

palms with.a ruler or making

him stand holding the ears.
These so called punish-
ments which physically tor-
ture and frighten a pupil
cannot be called punish-
ments since they fail to rec
tity a child permanently. A
child should be made to real-
ize where his fault lies and
the consequences of his er-
ror ought to be made clear. A
teacher should be able to
understand a student who in
turn will understand and re-
spect the teacher. A t:.wher

How would they vse thaer msigdination.

ought to talk to, guide and
help every child individually

and refrain from acting like a
dictator.

Most often a child goes
through school without his
talents and creativity ever
being expressed. There is
hardly ever any opportunity

for a youngster to show what
she/he is capable of. This is
also where the system is at
fault, It is not the fault of the
students who automatically
hecome 'memorizing mas.

ters’ but it is the system itself-
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which encourages such un-
called for ability. Proof of this
are the board exams them-
selves. Why are board ques-
lions repeated and why is it
possible to predict the [ol-
lowing years exam ques-
Lions?

Il some exam procedures

were changed, all students
would be forced to prepare
themselves with a totally dif-
lerent and new approach and
thus in the process, the

learning programme would
then be a success. It is very
obvious that in Bangladesh,
average students who pass
out from secondary schools
have very limited knowledge
and have the least capability
of interpretation,

Unfortunate it may be. but
it is a fact that an average
student who has passed
O'Level exam possesses a
greater knowledge and un-
derstanding ability than one
who is studying HSC. Here
the difference arises not be-
cause of the degree of intelli-
gence, smartness etc but be-
cause of the difference in the
education system.

If only some exam tech-
niques were improved, if
teachers start teaching with a
different and modern ap-
proach, there would un-
doubtedly be great and no-
liceable changes in the edu-
cation system. As is the case
with all other countries of
the world, our country also
wants to see a well-educated
population. But if the system
of our education is not up-
dated and modernized soon,
the future, of which educa-

tion is the foundation, looks
bleak.
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Handwrltmg Analyms
Decoding the Personality

by Shamsad Mortuza

VERY titne you leave a

note or write a letter,

you leave a part of you
— and quite a significant part
indeed! You write in order to
communicate and words are
the signs through which you
express yoursell. But when it
comes (o the question of
handwriting — you neot only
express but reveal yourself
unconaciously of course. And
your revealed sell stands visi-
ble under the magnifying
glass of the graphologists, the
handwriting experts.

The discipline that these
Eraphologists master s
graphology. Believe it or not,
entrepreneurs or business
firms in the western world
employ a good number of

graphologists only te scrii-

person is overly emotional.
He or she can make other
people almost embarrassed
in his or her presence. |

A conservative individual
on the other hand would pre-
fer to use a mild backward
slant while perpendicular
writing belongs to a persen
who values and exhibits emo-
tional control.

For the left-handed
this theory of slant cannot be
applied without risk. The
general tendency of these
McEnroe men is to use
backward slant simply be-
cause it is easler

Connections

The closeness of the let-
ters reveal the state of mind
of the writer. I the letters,
for instance are joined then

YOUR MAND WRITING SUGGESTS
YOU'RE INTROVERT,YOU LOVE AMN‘II.‘

YU LIKE MEE TING

FEOPLE |N ALLEYS,
ARE

STRANGE
YOUYVE GQOT ARMEP ENEMIES AND
ATTRACTEP To OLD LAPIES

WEARI NG

SHARIER' 45

GRAPHOLOGIST
MOKKEL MWA

~ MAND WRITING
SAYS IT ALL *

nize the handwriting of their
employees or potential em-
plovees. Besides, psycholo-
gists and psychiatrists often
use handwriting to diagnose
and monitor emotional ill-
ness. Moreover, handwriting
helps to detect heart ail-
nrents ar neurclogical disor-
ders to the physicians.

Now, you do not have to be
an expert to know the se-
crets of the writer's
personality. Here are few tips
through which you can
decode the coded personality
ol a writer hidden in the
handwriting.

Letter Boldness

When you go to the New
Market, what kind of ball-
point pen do you choose?
From the array of pens, if you
choose a pen that produces
bold letters with thick
strokes then it is suggested
that you are physically active,
adventurous and impulsive. If
the pen ‘that you have pur-
chased produce average let-
ters then it is indicated you
are the one who shares a bal-
anced interest in money and
people.

Don't tell me, your pen
produces light letters. If so,
then you are sure to be an ex-
tremely sensitive. and some-
what timid person.

Slant

Even the direction in
which the letters lean can
provide important informa-
tion about a person’'s social
and emotional tendencies.

A moderate forward slant
ol letters suggests that the
writer is a healthy extrovert
who is sociable and feels
comfortable expressing emo-
tion and being part ol a
group.

An extreme [orward slant,
however, indicates that the

the writer possesses a logical
mind. Separated letters. on
the contrary. belong to an
‘intuitive, insightful' person.

Size ;

The writing size is one of
the major keys that help the
graphologists to f(ind put
whether the writer is a
thinker or a doer., an intro-
vert or an extrovert.

Small writing indicates
the writer is introvert but
modest in nature with a high
degree of intelligence.
Medium writing reflects that
the person can be both pri-
vate and social. Large writing
belongs to the extrovert, the
confident. assured individual.

With very large writing,
one is surely showing off and
desperately trying to gain at-
tention.

Roundness or Sharpness

Smooth and round letters
are generally written by gen-
tle and easygoing persons.
Letters with sharp lines and
pointed arches (particularly
on the m's and n's] exhibit
signs of tension and inflexi-

bility.
Well. now that you know
the secrets....whal are waiting

for? Go and analyze the writ-
ings of your nearest and
dearest ones. And don't for-
get to analyze yours....who
knows you might even need a
change in your Handwriting
style just to be in tune with
your desired personality. If
handwriting can reveal per-
sonality — any change in it
should also be reflected in
the personality. And what a
blufl it would be for those
pedantic graphologists.

(The information used in
this article are taken from a
back-issue of Seventeen
Magazine).
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No matter who's wrong
The devil's still strong!!

Look around
Well a ¢

— That is what [ request.

difference

we are | family —

— That is what [ request.

A Peaceful Quest

OOKING out of my window at the world,
I see problems looking back at me,
And I'm not the one to get involved
Therefore, problems will never get solved.,
We've got acid rain, Saddam Hussein,
National deficit. an crack cocaine.
Homeless people being driven insane
By a world that gives them not a thing to gain.
Croatia and Rwanda have become the tragic drama
To leaving the entire nation in trauma.
No matter who's right they've got to stop the fight!

Just listen to the peaceful | — I'll show you how.
So listen to the words | speak.

you — things ain't so bleak!!!

is needed and [ can tell,
If we work together we'll never reach hellt
Come journey with me on the Peaceful Quest

Being African, American or Asian won't make no

For if we stick to this way, we won't last till X-Mas.
Regardless of our creed, colour, sex, religion or mass,

A nation united in harmony
‘Of the many, we are the only.
Come journey with me on the Peaceful Quest

— P E A C E that is what it means to me. ..

by T & T member
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T HE first major crime
committed in history
was the murder of
Habil by his perversed
brother Kabil. They were
both sons of Hazrat Adam
(PBUH) Since then in-

numerable crimes have been

committed. Somewhere be-:
tween this' time, in order to
maintain peaceful harmony
and order in the society man
made laws. It is to be care-
fully noted that these laws

were-man made and unlikely -
_ to be completely flawless.

I write this article in ref-

erence to a former article

published on the 18th Au-

gust, an issue of The Daily
Star, titled, "Death Penalty :
Why the policy should be
strengthened” by Ms Farhana
Yousuf. Every year thousands
of heinous crimes of ap-
pallingly inhuman nature are
committed. Sometimes it is
hand to believe any normal
human being could commit
crimes of that nature. Crime
rates are on the rise every-
where. But unfortunately the
guilty are not always appre-
hended and prosecuted. And
as il is only human to err, the
identification of a criminal,
positively is not possible. So,

while in punishing the erim-

The Death Panalty

by Adnan R Amin

R

inals of our society, the exis-
tence of the death penalty is
a itremendous relief; it also
makes uneasy to those of us
who think carefully, because
they realize that it might be
imposed on the wrong per-

| SOT due to circumstantial ev-

idenice or other reasons.

Regarding the paragraph
concerning thé& heinous
crimes of the Serbs, | should
agree completely with the
writer in determining that
they should be punished
severely. However, as the
country is in a complete state
of disorder it is seemingly
impossible to enforce law and
order over there and catch
all the Serbian people taking
part in-the bloody battle, and
committing associated
crimes on the Bosnians.

One thing that | would
like to add to the absolutely
unfair and untrue statement

claiming that only people of
the lower class beat up their

wives, is that, the so-called
‘'elite’ society is doing it too.
it may, though., be for en-
tirely different reasons. What
better example could be set
after mentioning the murder
of Rima, by Munir, in this
matter?

The answer, | feel, does

NOT lie in butchering every
man, who has been con-
victed, be it in a fair or unfair
manner. Prevention is always
better than cure. That's why
we have to overlook individ-
ual cases and look beyond
what's apparent and try to
find out why a father should
slaughter his child and sell
the body organs. (This news
was reported in a well-known
daily. a few months back) For
a crust of bread? Is it because
hunger brought out the mon-
ster inr him? That — we shall
never know. Bul wherever
there is crime there is pun

ishment. But need it be so
savage and crude as to indis-
crimainatedly put one to

death? As human beings we
have been taught to hate the
crime, not the perpetrator.
And the fact, that we, hu-
mans are the only civilized
ones amongst the living
world alone, should deter us
from butchering each other
like any other animal. How-
ever as death penalty is not
the only punishment that can
be categorized as severe;
punishment like life term jail
should, in my opinion., per-
sist. It is more than enough
for the guilty — moreover, it
could be better as the years
in captivity gives one the
chance to repent and beg
forgiveness from Allah and
those who have been harmed
by his actions. Is it not better
that the guilty should suffer
the torment of his con-
science than just feel the icy
hands of death momentarily?

Lastly — I would like to say
that Allah gave all living
things life. That is why no
human being has the right to
bring about destruction of
lives. Let Allah be the one to
take lives away.

PS :'The author does not
mean Lo contradict the other
article mentioned in this
write up. This is merely his
personal view on the matter.

Waking from the apathy

behind a wall of glass

but | can only be
in the world | created

or has wings is a friend

Then lament -

|

Meat Dummies

LESH puppets — that's
Trying to pull each other's strings
Always interfering with the diety's schemes
Which are bad enough anyway '
Where heartbreaks are pre-planned
Like the murder of an angel

With each jerk of the spider thread
Another jerk jerks to life

Trying to hide the ignorance

Pretentious pipe dreams
Which the first pebble shatters

I'm the lord where | exist

the universe of my one-track mind
Where anything. which goes upon two legs is an enemy
and anything which goes upon four legs ;

Get yoursell a greener lawn

but the extra chlorophyll

Will just add to your envy

Wake to find another dawn

another yesterday' s gone,

by Kazi Khaled Arafat
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