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Despicable

The police has acted despicably about the
Dinajpur affair in more ways than one. We had
on August 29 cautioned the government not to
transform the situation into a people-versus-
government conflict and counselled that here
was possibly one opportunity for police to re-
establish its bona fides by acting tast and co
operating whult'ht'dr!rr]h-' for an early

unishment ol the culprits. Now it seems we

1ad spoken to a wall or perhaps worse

The tirst bad thing police and district ad-
ministration did after their August 26 liring
was to cap this foolishness by escalating things
beyond all limits — Kkilling at least seven and
imposing a reign of terror the very next day.
On August 28 the government nationalised
what was but a district-level action by issuing a
most unfortunate Press Note, further escalating
the situation with its lies and its anti-people
posture.

That was bad enough. But enough is not
enough when one has power but is far too be-
fuddlgd to use its faculties. On top of a depart-
mental enquiry a one-man comimission was in
stituted to probe and report in 15 days' time.
The Press Note has not only pre-empted the
commission but has also compromised it dan-
gerously. This is unacceptable.

Not to speak of the Home Minister, even
the Inspector-General of Police did not visit
the spot. One thought this was a development
fit only to be handled by the Prime Minister,
for both political and governmental reasons.
The government, at its cabinet level, seemingly

referred not to be seized of the problem that
as jolted the whole nation. To show this all in
a ghoulish light not even one leader of the rul-
ing party. of whatever stature, has deigned to
go there and commiserate. Incredible !

The nation is now left with no choice but to
pray that the government does not try to turn
this piece of bad and unfortunate performance
into some imagined conspiracy hatched by the
opposition.

Law sets down capital punishment for this
crime. [t the three — or two or one — are found
guilty — and the government by now knows the
truth — what can save them from that? If gov-
ernment stands between them and their due as
criminals. governance will be impaired for
decades and BNP stigmatised for long after

that.
NGO Forum's Tasks

The holding of the NGO Forum meeting and
the world women's conference simultaneously
in Beijing is a clear recognition of the voluntary
organisations’ role in development and
women's place in it. While the conference itself
is likely to have representations from the gov-
ernments of the world. the NGOs will repre-
sent a more down-to-earth and practical side
of the issues concerned. A multi-cultural and
multi-dimensional world will gather in one
place to identify the common social ills that
affect women in particular and development in
general. Both the meets will have similar
agenda, -no doubt. But then, there will be dif-
terences as well in terms of perception. The
range and scope of deliberations are. therefore.
likely to vary from the conference to the meet

TIYH: NGOs with their involvement at the

ssroots level are in a better position to pro-
vide a closer and forthright perception of the
' common problems and also to come up with
less-than-common ones. The fact is that the
voluntary organisations are capable of givin%la
true and unbiased insight into most of the
problems facing women, particularly in the de-
veloping countries. This is why the NGO mee "
will E»e seen as a balancing act in the deah‘rﬁ o1
issue-based resolutions that will be adopted at
the conference. One apprehension that ex-
treme views will be placed unreservedly at the
NGO meet has to be allayed if a unanimous
stand on different issues is to be taken.

Sure enough, effort has to be expended to

to the truth and reach a consensus on as
many points as possible. Cultural differences
should not stand in the way of addressing the
fundamental issues relating to women in less
developed societies. Temptation, deviation and
even provocation will be there for extremism
such as China-bashing. That will shift the focus
from the real issues. Let nothing like this hap-
pen. NGOs as partner of government in devel-
opment have been engaged in empowerment of
women. Let their views be incorporated in get-
ting development perspectives and priorities

ready.
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The Sprou Divinities
It is a common belief that only population is
growing in Bangladesh. That is not true. Almost
everything is on the increase here. You name
it, and it has run past the mark at which you
named it. Insecurity, unnatural death, crime,
slums, cars and rickshaws. One can now brood
over which would be the champion sprinter
among all things that are on the rise and go. A
Ei;fmﬂ? convincing nomination for the honour
come from a vernacular national daily. The
self-appointed divinities, people with divine
r that is, has recently had a big spurt in
number in the city.
They are quite a familiar lot. Astmlcégers and
almists, fearsome tantrics, so-called snake-
ngs or haloed snake-charmers. precious
stone specialists and others baffling all attempt
at professional description seem to have taken
lease of the mind of millions in the city. Each
of them is a fraud. There is nothing that they
cannot do for a fee. Impossible is a word that
does not occur in their dictionary. And incred-
ible is the faith their clients repose in them.
There is another big organised fraud in the
city. The big nature or herbal cure houses.
While these houses have scientific and medical

etensions of however suspect nature, the

t category straightway claims having divine
power. And these powerful people generally
use fear and blackmail as an instrument for
pursuing their parasitic existence.

Open certain newspapers and
across the whole range of them.
nothing on the sly or on stealth. -

ey are doin
e kind o

custom they have and the size of their business
set one to wonder if Bangladesh is approaching

the Third Millennium. Or, if there is a govern-
ment here. Even mullahs allow them to claim

| agency .of God because orthodoxy in Bangla-

desh is a very ambivalent thing — swinging
between Wahabi and Sufi extremes.

ou will come

N early recollection
A as a teenager is of

being beaten up by
an elder for putting Ms
Fatima Jinnah's election flag
atop his house in Abyssynia
Lines in the Presidential
Elections in 1964, "did he
want his father to lose his
government job?” Another
was the Rs 14 (00 his [ather
collected after years o! hard
work to pav for the owner
ship of the house in Azizabad
now known far and wide as
Nine Zero . "My lather was .
Railway Station Master in
1947. a man of some means
in those days he gave that up
to migrate to Pakistan, work
ing as a clerk for many years
in a distantly located factory
he says proudly. adding thal
in many ways his mother did
more. not only the back
breaking normal house-keep-
ing chores but also sewing
clothes single-mindedly to
ensure that the children gol
education. From such humble
non-political roots is today's
Altaf Hussain born, says Altal
Hussain, a political symbol lor
millions ol his ethnic
bhrethren Loved by many. in
deed also despised by many
it Is unfair to pass judgment
on him without a lace-to face
meeting to assess the man
and his politics.

Considerably more mellow
than he ts made out to be,
the firebrand and orator in
him emerges from time to
time whenever a subject and
theme he favours or frowns
upon surfaces. Gen Babar is
one such current favourite
object (of hatred). "how can a
man without any issue him-
self, have any feelings about
ruthlessly persecuting the
children of others? The
Mohajir youth are being bru-
Lalized. their childhood has
been taken away by this selfl
styled congueror’  of
Karachi,' he asks. Maybe Gen
Babar is acting in such fash-
ion. one suggests. as a light-
ning rod meant to draw the
widespread criticism of Ms.
Benazir after her "cowards
and rats" Kasur speech away
[rom her and on himsel{?
This line of reasoning is obwvi-
ouslv new to Altaf Hussain, he
gives this a little thought be-
fore disagreeing since it
“tends 10 exonerate Gen
Babar'. He does not condone
lerrorism. on the conirary he
condemns it, "Agencies and
hired killers do many ol the
dirty deeds lfor which MQM
gets the hlame.” he protesis
but guestions what the

INCE 1972, there has

been an unhealthy tr
end towards nationali-
sation of educational institu-
tions in Bangladesh. One can
understand (though not at all
agree with) the imperative
for this phenomenon in the
early vears of Bangladesh wh
en socialism was the preva-
iling 1deology here and else-
where, and became synonym-
ous with nationalisation. But
one is really at a loss to find
this trend still persisting in
Bangladesh. long after the wo-
rid at large has discarded it.
Why is nationalisation of
educational institutions un-
desirable in the concrete
conditions of Bangladesh?
Firstly, as soon as you turn a
teacher in a private educa-
tional institution into a per-
manent gavernment servant,
you have probably destroyed
his/her urge to provide the
service he/she is supposed
to. The governiment job with
all its assurances becomes
something like a fixed de-
posit, so he/she is now on
the lookout for private tu-
ition, or other part-timne wo-
rk. all at the cost of his/her
job proper. Since, with nati-
onalisation. the job also bec-
omes transferable, he/she
now becomes active in trying

IS

to leave the mofussil town for -

a big city, preferably Dhaka,
again to the detriment of th-
ose who were so long rece-
iving his/her services.
Secondly, as experience
shows, nationalisation ulti-
mately means recruiting pri-
vate teachers with the worst
academic qualifications as
governiment teachers because
they are not usually subject to
any merit screening at the
time of nationalisation. Con-
sequently, the minimum
quality of government teach-
ers is thoroughly compromi-
sed and government teachers
directly recruited through
the merit criteria feel totally
demoralised. Thirdly, the edu-

T S e

Sir. It is gratifying to note
that Govt has announced abo-
lition of admission tests for
admission into colleges from
the current session. I con-
gratulate the Education Mi-
nistry for the wisdom and
dynamism displayed by them.
In this connection | strongly
endorse the views expressed
in your popular daily under
the title “A journey to san-
ity

The general feeling is that
Govt should go one step fur-
ther and should abolish ad-
mission tests for University
admission too. A press report
says Lhat decision in this re-
gard will be taken by the
Government after publication
of HSC results. | feel this is
not fair. An announcement in
this regard is called for right
now. Otherwise students will
get themselves admitted in

A Chat with Altaf Hus§air_1

Abyssynia Lines to Mill

Altaf Hussain umelaqmm

Maohajir youth supposed to
do uprooted from hearth and
home, hungry amd hunted,
wilthout leadership and out of
control?

He is vehemently critical
about Gen Asif Nawaz. Lhe
late C OAS having a personal
grudge against Mohajirs he
was supposed to go after
criminals, why did he target
the MM only? Ixid not all
the other political parties
have militants who were tak
ing the law into their own
hands? [Did he not have the
list prepared by his own
trusted intelligence agencies
about dacoits, kidnappers
and those who harboured and
protected them? He asks
how can a person who had

not fought in either ol the
two wars (in 1965 or [971)
become COAS? "Are there

not others in the army having
war experience who could
have been better as ( OAS”
Probably removed through
intrigues!” he asks and an
swers his own guestion. "Asil
Nawaz was anxious lo prove
he was a warrior by conquer
ing Karachi. very much like
Gen Babar!"' |He gestures
dismissively when told that
the Federal Interior Minister
happens to be a much deco-
rated soldier). Altal Hussain
denies attacking the whole
army. saying he really means
to target a handful, a "feudal
clique” within the military
hierarchy. “the rest of the
army is poor o1 middle class
like me, why should [ be
against them? | am only
against a few black sheep”, he
says vehemently, “hecause
they are enjoying life while

‘the lot of the common sol-

dier is not much different to
what it was in 1947 They did
the same thing in East
Pakistan in 1971. they told
the soldiers the Bengalis had
become Hindus. today in-
stead of Bengalis they are
calling Mohajirs 'traitors and
'Indian agents'. Why does not
the rest of the army expose
these agents of the feudal
class for what they really
are?" Altaf Hussain asks.

‘Most oliticians have

beenn bought. Likeé many jour-
nalists have. Gen Hamid Gul.
then DG 1Sl. came to him in
1988 with a bagful of money
and asked him to accept it

When Altaf Hussain refused
Brig Imtiaz said that it would
complicate’ things because
almost all the other politi-
cians had taken sizable sums

When Hamid Gul recently vis-
ited Altaf Hussain with his 5-
point peace formula, the
MQM leader reminded him
about this episode and asked
him to confirm publicly that
he had not taken any money
from 151 while the others
had. He says that the former
DG IS] is a living witness to
the fact that if he did not
take any “incentive” when his
movement was turming into a

Hills

launching a "revolution' against the
prospered while the rest of Pakistan has mostly suffered.

PM's hushand. what about the
hundreds of appointments
being made in financial insti-
tutions only with his consent.
etc etc? What about Fauz
Kazmi's famwous "Duty Free
Shop" and the Lakhani
Centainers caught by Customs
that were passed as Defence
material? he asks "Check
Zardari's (and his father's)
income and wealith-tax in
1988 and then in 1995
Altaf Hussain was eloguent
about launching a "revolution
against the feudal class that
has prospered while the resi
of Pakistan has mostly suf
fered. He was vehement
about not accepting the sta-
tus quo that allows a particu
lar vested interest to rule

over the masses ahernately

AS | SEEIT

Ikram Sehgal writes from Karachi

poslitiecal party that needed
money - why should he rake

micney lrom the Indians, or
from others? He says that

once anybody takes money
[rom any intelligence agency
he (or she) is hooked for life.
"Off the record’. he smilingly
requests, rattling off a few
Names.

About corruption he says,
“The whole concept of cor-
ruption has reached new
levels under Asif Zardari, the
PM's husband. Unlike others
before him, Zardari does not
believe in simply accepting
money for projects as kick-
backs.” Altaf Hussain says,
"his modus operandl is to
change the rules so that
those affected have to pay to
hring the rules back to origi-
nal. How can anyone docu-
ment anything to provide
even a shred of evidence?
Has Daewoo paid money for
restoration of the original six
lanes (of the motorway), have
the sugar manufacturers paid
money for lifting the ban on
exports. are power projecls
bheing allotied fairly or on di-
rections emanating from the

while looting the national
wealth. He compares the
present system to a monar
chy where the armed forces
is drawn mainly from the
poor rural but by various
‘incentives” on a sliding scale
basis, as officers go up the
ladder of promotion, their
loyalty is subtly bought
through plots, perks and ap
pointments. Control of the
state apparatus, namely the
intelligence agencies and the
media., gives the rulers
enormous leverage to stamp

out dissent in any . 'M
revolution is not confined ?'n

Mohajirs alone, it is a strug-
gle that is being waged on
behalf of the poor and middle
class all over the land
whether they be Punjabis,
Pathans, Baloch or Sindhis 1o
change the system”, he says,
adding that his desire to con-
vert Mohajir Qaumi Mahaz
into Multahida Qaumi Mahaz
had scared the feudal class
(who how label him as a sep-
aratist). among them even his
political allies. "When | gave a
speech at Lahore at the
Minar-¢-Pakistan. the whole

class that has

crowd rose up to applaud but
not manv sitting behind me
orn the leadershup dais did
0, he says

Altal Hussam is painted by

the official media as a
iraftor and murderer who
has esiablished a network of
| errar Frale )wVer the
Mohajpir community which
(+OF says secretly hate himn

While certainly there 1s a

grev area with respect to mul
itaney Altalf Hussain s
urnipopularity ' must be a well
guarded secret in Pakistan

bhecause those who live in
Karachi know at first hand
‘hat  harbinger of their

rights  On the contrary he
COMES ACTr0s% as genuinely
concerned as other leading
natonal figures on the state
of nepotism and corruption
i Pakistan as well as the
nther s=socio economic ills
that troubles the system. He
genuinely seemed 1o feel that
his volce was also raised for
all those in Pakistan suffering
at the hands of the feudal
class He seemed quite sur-
prised and taken aback in
dismay when told this was
1ot the common perception
and the people up-country
auned him also for Karachi's
problems. As for labelling of
anyone as traitor’ that is the
favourite pastime of anyone in
power in relerring to their
nnmediate enemies, the pre
sent 'M has been this route
whenever she is oul of power
{aru] even many times when
she is in power]. Altaf
Hussain directly accuses Ms
Benazir of selling out to the
Indians o Kashmir by pro-
viding lists of Sikh militants
o Rajiv Gandhi's government
and now shedding crocodile
tears for the Kashmiris

Whenever PPP has needed
MOM support in the political
process at critical times, they
haven t hesitated in becom
ing the allies of the MQM,
the talk ahout 'traitors’ and
‘murderers” notwithstand-
ing. convenience being the
mother of necessity. 1t is dif-
licult 10 see a self-made man
s0 passionate about changing
the system for the whole of

Why 1s Nationalisation of Educational
Institutions Counterproductive?

As it is, nepotism, corruption and anarchy in regard to recruitment, transfer, posting and promotion of
governmendi teachers atgyarious levels are proverbial and hence unmanageable. If on top of this, further
1 isation of educational institutions takes place, the whole structure of personnel management will

simply collapse.

cational institutions (in par-
ticular. the colleges) being
nationalised are not neces-
sardy the best seats of lear-
ning. On the contrary. they
often turn out to be hot beds
of vulgar student politics and
centres of mass cheating
during the final examinations.
This is because ever since
Bangladesh's independence,
muscle power and narrow
political considerations rath-
er than any objective criteria
have dominated the selection
process. Fourthly, most colle-

ges selected lor nationali-
sation nowadays do not have
any science or commerce
sections. In other words,
these are the mass producers
of educated unemployed you-
ths, and the nationalisation
move is thus fuelling this
unhealthy process. The natio-
nalisation drive is therefore
utterly incongruocus in the
context of the general alarm
expressed in our country
regarding the consequence of
growing educated unemploy-
ment.

Fifthly, nationalisation of
educational institutions im-
plies an ever growing pres-
sure on the personnel man-
agement capacity of Lhe
Education Ministry and its
Directorates. As il is. nepo-
tism, corruption and anarchy
in regard to recruitment,

transfer. posting and promo-
tion of government teachers
at various. levels are prover-
bial and hence unmanageable.

the coaching centres on
payment of heavy fees. Just
after the HSC examinations
they will have no time for
rest and relaxation. The idea
behind admission tests was,
no doubt, lofty. But corrup-
tien and stringpulling in
connection with the admis-
sion tests in recent years ha-
ve made the system counter-
productive.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment

Vehicles and
accidents

Sir, Rnad accidents have
increased alarmingly all over
the country and especially on
the Dhaka-Chittagong high
way accidents are a rouline
affair.

| would like to point out
that about 93.07 per cent
driving lincences of all vehi-
cles, including those of

Making

a

tionalisation of educational
institutions takes place, the
whaole structure of personnel
management will simply col-
lapse. Finally, nationalisation
leads to stifling of all local
initiative in the form of dona-
tions to educational institu-
tions by the local elite and
local supervision of manage-
ment through a governing
body. :

So, what is the way out?
At the very outset, it needs to
be emphasized that the main
initiative for curing this mal-
ady has to come from the po-
litical masters themselves
and not the bureaucracy. This
is because, although the bu-
reaucracy in general and the
educational bureaucracy in
particular, is a beneficiary of
the unhealthy nationalisation
process, the main pressure
for it has always come from
the political masters. (This is
not to suggest that govern-
ment servants do not at all
exert pressure.) In order to
maintain their popularity in
their constituencies, they
have generally pandered to
the cheap sentiments aired
by 'mastan’ students and th-
eir motivated teachers. Ther-
efore, the head of the govern-
ment and the Education Mi-
nister have Lo somehow take

buses, trucks am:l private cars
were found to be fake. This

was disclosed by the Com-
missioner of Dhaka Métropo-
litan Police. We are daubtful

about the remainimng few per;j

cent, as it is an established
fact that driving lincences
and fitness certificates of
vehicles could be obtained
illegally in our country. This
has contributed immensely to
problems like road accidents.

We are amazed al the in-
activity of Bangladesh Road
Transport Authority (BRTA)
and other government bodies
for not being able to curb ac-
cidents. Concerned authori-
ties must take immediate
steps to stop all these irregu-
larities regarding licences
and fitness certificates which
are contributing behind road
accidenis.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

Government Work

nvincing MPs of both ruling
as well as opposition parties
of the ultimate futility of the
nationalisation exercise, and
of the alternative ways of
earning political popularity.
Maybe the Ministry of Edu-
cation should organize a ser-
ies of representative round
table discussion/workshops
to hammer out this issue

~once and for all. If the mi-

nistry feels a little shaky in
taking an initiative in this
matter, it should at least
encourage citizens' groups or
the media to hold such open
dialogues with all concerned.
Finally, one can even think of
mobilising people adversely
affected by the nationalisation
process.

However, a stop to the na-
lionalisation process does not
mean that government sho-
uld leave private educational
institutional to fend for
themselves. Far from it, at
least up to the secondary and
higher secondary level. gov-

the country simultaneously
conspire about separatiam
and secession. In the chat

with him (albeit for a few
hours) one does not get any
such impression but in all
fairness this remains another
grey area of conlemion.
Obviously Altaf Hussain sees
nimsell as a revolutionary. It
he does so within the param-
eters of Pakistan. He takes
great pains and goes to much
length to re assert that he is
a Pakistani and will remain a
Fakistarn. In the present en-
vironment where people are
leaving Karachi for up-coun-
try out of fear., he has to he
more emphatic. While many
of us may have reservations
O MAny coumnts. il is time we
view Altaf Hussain for what
he 1s. the undisputed leader
of from the cold or do we
plan to leave them out there
i1 hmbo? The broad mass of
Mohajirs voted with their
feet. blood and vears of priva-
tion to come to the land of
their dreams. they will con-
tunue this struggle as long as
they are denied social and
FCONOIMIC emanciparnon.

There have certainly been
many excesses by MOQM's mil-
itants that have turned
Karachi into a nightmare. but
the basic divide occurred
when the MQM hierarchy
sought to inculcate modera-
tion when they first emtered
government while the milt-
tants wanted quick rewards.
Instead of forcing the MM
against a wall we should rec-
ognize their potential and
give them their due place
fand rights} under the
Pakistani sun. Altaf Hussain's
dvnamism can be harnessed
for the good of Pakistan
rather thap being used
against the couniry. Altaf
Hussain may not be a saint
but then we must all confess
1o being sinners in the socio-
political sense in depriving
the Mohajir community of
those freedoms that democ-
racy enjoins. From Abyssynia
Lines 1o Mill Hills [in
London) is a long way. the
distant leader in self-exile
must be encouraged o return
to his native land and lead his
flock back into the national
mainstream. Inirinsically na-
tional leaders must have the
courage o stand up and be’
counted in times of crisis, do
we also have the courage (o
stand up and make such
compromises as mav e nec-
essary lor the drealer goml ol
this country?

erniment subventions should
be increased many fold in
order 1o cover (a} full salary
and other monetary benefits
due to the teachgrs: (b) a
general grant for overall edu-
cational improvement: and
lc) specific grarts for li-
braries, outdoor sports and
games facilities. science labo-
ralories, etc. The educational
institutions to be provided
with enhanced subventions
should be ohjectively se-
lected. specifically taking
into account the results in
the previous five years' exam-
inations, the age of the insti-
tution, the quality of teach-
ers. the effort for internal re-
scurces mobilisation, and in-
volvement in female educa-
tion. Subvention to an educa-
tional institution should be
reviewed every five years, and
depending on the progress
made, the decision for the
next five years should be
taken. In short, the govern-
ment should help all private
educational institutions who
continue to help themselves.

OPINION

I have the chance of read-
ing the contents ot a speech
delivered by Michael Novak
on T Awarkening [rom Nihilism
in Preparation lor the 21st

Century -- Four Lessons from
the 20th.

According to Mr Novak
the tour lessons are @ First,

even under any conditions of
extreme scepticism  [delity
to truth is better than cow-
ardice. Second, it has been
proven that even 'decadent
democracy’ is more forceful
than dictatorship. Third, so-
clalism ultimately brings
serfdom and 1t is not a better
economic syvstem than capi
talisin for the poor. Fourth,
the vulgar relativisim under-
imining the culture ot liberty
waould allect the survival of
free Institutions in the
twenty-tirst century,
Personally | am not much

.concerned about the second

and the third lessons as al-
most the whole world have
laken the lessons serigusly
and went back or trying to go
back to democracy and capi-
talism in iheir own way. | am
mostly touched with the first,
rthe fidelity to truth

How manv ol us think and
accepl that truth is vital o
the survival ol sell-respect or
that truth is necessary to re
main as a worthy human bhe-
ing and is essential 1o keep
up human dignity? 1 always
iry to compare the condi-
tions of our country to the
conditions of Russia under
which Alexander
Solzhenitsyn wrote that one
single truth I1s more powerful
than all the weapons of the
world,. How many ol the
Russians also believed thai? |

\ Euess nol many Not many

Fidelhity to Trut

Munira Khan

Were Culirageous enough to
speak the truth and to be-
leve only in truth, Otherwise
it would oot have taken so
much time and so many lives
would not  have been lost in
the process of going back to
democracy Irom dictatorship.
And no doubn 20th century is
the hloodiest of all centuries.
Sixty-six million prisoners
perished i the Soviet labour
carnps o 1op ol the millions
dead e Europe, Asia, Alrica
Al other countries since
1900, Even now nmany more
lives are being destroyed,
blood 1s being shed to pay the
price tor liberty And nobody
i there 10 guarantee that the
iwentv-tirst century will not
be inore violent, more bloody.
I owe want 1o be certain about
peace. abont the security of
politics and economy. one
Solzhenitsyn in one country
won't be enough. We should
not accept any more deaths
of our innocent brothers and
sisters all over the world and
wail for the time when good
sense of the leaders would
prevail.

One comes to this world
only for once. We should not
warnl peaple to sacrifice their
lives for the benefit of others
whom they won't even know
We should not listen silently
powerful people speaking
about morality, truth, liberty
and then allow innocent peo
ple to be killed with the
weapons manufactured and
exported from their own
country. 1t 15 too much
selfishness 10 wait [or some
people  some intellectuals,
some leaders to give lectures
on our duty towards our [el

low human-beings and wait
for the time for its effect.
Taking lessons from the
201th century we are to in-
flame the light, that is truth
within us, all of us. leaving
hypocrisy aside. The people
in general will have to cling
to the truth honestly, should
know how to differentiate
between truth and lie. Some
people for their own reason
would try to mould others’
mind. Only courage to accept
reality can save the world
from going back. People's
struggle — cultural. political
and economic — based on
tolerance and truth will de-
termine the fate of the
twenty-first century. Only
getiing liberty and democ-
racy is not enough. keeping it
is more important and diffi-
cult too. For that we are o
learn how to be civil, how to
argue in public, how to be
honest with one's own self.
To keep democracy and
free society alive, respect of
one human for another, tol-
erance to other's opinion,
commitments and love from
heart are necessary. Liberty
1o do and no to do are equally
important in a free society.
What we should do for our
liherity and what we should
not do tor others liberty are

equallv important for keeping
liberty and democracy alive

and likeable to everybody.

To make twenty-first
centiry most prosperous aé -
envisaged. the first lesson
fidelity to truth” is essential
and we will have to bear in
mind that absence of this can
only make the world tor-
mented barbarious and

bloody in twenty first
CeETIiury i)

the




