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-Dhaka Day by Day

There are few things the blaze Dhakaite
is afraid of. Killer trucks. the price of essen
lials, tax penalties and phoney telephonwe

hills are some UI. the thangs
see-saw with (I pee
Dhakaite's blood B
pressure. Bul
nothing like il
pathological feiv
towards those ! |
ouir fellow citi
#¢ns who have
for want of a bet
ler phrase, lost i
ln less polite
lerms they man
be referred to as
roaming mad me
1 or mad women
since quite a few .
of them are fem:
ale. They can b
SEEN every now
and then, walking
along the streets
shaking their de
ad looks,  mui
tering inaudible
curses before su-
ddenly accosting
a hapless passer
by who may exp«:
rience a cardia
arrest at such an
Encounter.

Here one is
forced to digres-
a little to men
tion that specili
cally it is those
‘mad persons
who have a fond-
ness for roaming
around in Lheir
birthday suits, th
it evoke the-mosi
lerror, amony
their clothed fell-
ow citizens. One

may argue here thal being naked does not
necessarily indicate one has lost one's
marbles. This may be true of say, Berkeley,
— both the sane
and insane variely — can be met at every
corner but in prudish Dhaka, generally
sptaking. a man or woman wearing nothing
but their skin, can be categorized as being a

(alifornia where nudists

bt luny.

This strange but lasting fear of mad peo-
ple begins at a very early age when grown
ups threaten their toddlers that the 'pagla’
dman) will come and take them to mad
land (as if they weren't already there) if they
didn't finish their porridge, With a kid's
imagination such threats would conjure the
most horrific of images — of contorted faces
with big vellow teeth and sharp nails,
snarling and clawing at the child, ready to
devour him or her like some kind of crazed
Godzila Funnily enough, even after such a
p and realized thai the

imagined are actually
just unfortunate people who just couldn't
bear some painful shock and so lost their
sanity, the fear is just as strong. Take for
example, the young business executive, a
victim of such blood curdling madman sto-
ries. Even in her late twenties, this other

n

vchild has grown
" 'monslers’ so vivi

1ol 1y re s pphles

Pheal e

Does he look like a madman? — Star photo
and not very laittering verbal abuse. There
are of course the absolutely harmless ones
who just look at you vacantly and move away
if you say you don't have any money.

The number of these mentally disturbed
people on the streets makes one wonder
why it is on the increase. There is a strong
rumour that this is because the mental asy-
lums not being able to cope with so many
patients are releasing them before they have
completed their treatment. This ne doubt,
would be a dangerous move since mentally
disturbed people do not have the sense of
right or wrong and could easily cause physi-
cal harm to other people as well as to them-
selves. But then again there is the possibility
that they are worse off in the asylum where
they maybe treated with neglect or even
eruelty. The streets, therefore, may be a
better refuge,

For those of us who would like to believe
that the screws on our heads are tight per-
haps we should tone down our paranoia of
'mad people' on the street and treat them
as persons who need extra sensitivity and
understanding. After all in the final analysis
who knows what is sane and what is not.

Call for holding all deptt
DU convocation

Speakers at a mini convo-
cation organised by the

English Department of Dhaka
University emphasised hold-

ing a fullfledged convocation
Yor all graduates of the uni-

versity, reparts UNB.
' is the right time to
forward to holding a
convocation as the
Mniversity is now running

well.” observed Dr Fakrul
Alam, chairman of the de-
partment at the con-

vocation arranged for the
English graduates of 1991
and 1992.

Some 80 graduates of the

two batches received their
graduation certificates in the
convocation. The Department
ol English is one of the few
departments in DU which
has been individuallv arrang-
ing convocations for the last
few years.

Vice-Chancellor Prof
Emajuddin Ahmed awarded
certificates to the graduates.
Arts Faculty Dean Prol Aminul
Islam conductéd the degree-
conferring ceremony.

Dr Fakrul Alam presided
over Lhe function., held at the
TSC auditorium on Friday:

Encounters with the 'Mad' Kind

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

wise very confident and pragmatic young
lagcly recoils and screeches with sheer terror
when she spols anvone who even remhotely

R LR S

But even the
inost reasonable
[Yhakaite is wary
ol the roaming
mad person. Alter
all. who can be
tatlm when you
4are alone in a car
(stupidly with the
window . down)
when a naked
Bob Marley look-
alike starts rap-
ping at the win-
(lows demanding
money while gri-
macing menac-
ingly? The first
i reaction is to
| ¢yrow completely
numb with appre-
hension of what
this unpredicta-
_ hle person might
8 do. The second is

&l 1o mumble as
11any prayers as
one can reme-
mber in such a
state of agitation
while helplessly
nunmaging throp-
ugh one's bag for
some money to
hand over and
make the travel-
ling ‘'mad hatter
g0 away.

In most cases
they do go away —
if you've given the
right amount;
oltherwise you
may be subjected
to some very loud

Blind, orphans
fare well in

SSC exams

A total of 63 blind and or-
phuan students got first and
second division in Secondary
School Certificate SSC exami-
nation held in '95 out of B7
students who appeared in the
SSC examination from gov
ernment Shishu Sadans,
Shishu Paribars and Integra-
ted Blind Education Project,
reports BSS.

Of the successful eight
blind students seven got first
division with letters and one
got second division.

Out of the total orphan
students 3] secured first divi
sion and 24 got second divi-

| sion.
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Artist honoured |

Bangladeshi painter Kazi
Salahuddin Ahmed has been
awarded an honourable men-
tion at the 10th Annual Geor-
gia Miniature Art Society's
international exhibition held
recently in Marietta, Georgia, .
says a press release.

o )

Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina addressing a party Tﬂqf at the Pﬂqt}!ﬁth in the
citv \osterday before starting its procession towards the Election Commissiorroffice.

Aparna was extremely de-
lichted to receive President
Konare of Mali and his wife in
her corrugated tin house at
Burichang, Comilla vesterday
morning. reports UNB.

The middle-aged woman

constructed the house with a
loan from the Grameen Bank,
a specialised financial insti-
tution, set up for helping
women in rural Bangladesh
change their lot. '

On way to Mainamati and
BARD., President Alpha
Oumar Konare, and Madame
Konare visited "Mokam Buri-
chang Grameen Bank
Centre." close to the house of
Aparna.

The bank's Deputy Mana-
ging Director, Khaled Shams,
and Chittagong Divisional
Commissioner Shafiqul Islam
received the Malian
President and the members
of his entourage. -

A group of children, sons
and daughters of women who
get loan from the bank,
sidged physical display in
honour of the distinguished

 guests.

— Star photo
Grameen reception for Konare | Highest Malian
President Konare and s {ffﬂ‘ﬂ!ﬂde fﬂ”" :

Madame Konare were taken
lo a tiny straw hut where
they were greeted by Delwara
Begum, in charge of the cen-
tre., and her 34 colleagues.
"Unity. Work, Discipline.”
“Mother With Two Children”
and "No Dowry," they slanted.

Thens Khaled Shams
briefed the Malian President

and his companions on the

objectives and functions of
Lhe bank.

He i'nfnrmtd' the
President that the bank had

_ already reached 45,000 vil:

lages out of the total 68,000
in the country.

President Konare with" a
rapt interest' enquired about
all aspects of the alternative
rural banking institution, par-
ticularly the systems of lend-
ing for pisciculture, poultry,
cotjage industries, farming.

housing and projects for fam-

ily planning and non-formal
education.

He also saw some prod-
ucts of cottage industries,
being run with the credit of
the bank, put on display
there.
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Discussion on Nazrul: JAsas, the eultural wing
of the ruling party, has organised a discussion titled 'Poet
Nazrul and Dhaka University’ in observance of the 19th
death anniversary of the poet. Chief guest: Monsur Musa,
DG, Bangla Academy, Venue: TSC seminar room. Time:
4:30 pm

Lecture on highway design: dr Henry Keral,
University of Birmingham, will deliver a lecture on

‘Highway

Design and Maintenance

Model (HDM),

organised by the Department of Civil Engineering, BUET.
Venue: Seminar room, Civil building, BUET. Time: 10:30

AlTL

pm.

day. reports UNBE.

activities

shower.
Country s

Rangpur.

aIm.

-

Zahir Raibhan Film SOCiEt}’: The society has
organised the four-day Indian film sessions. Today s Film:
Khandahar (The Rains). Film-Maker: Mrinal Sen. Venue:
Indian High Commission auditorium, Dhanmondi. Time: 6

Publication Ceremony: The publication ceremony
of a bilingual book of poems by late Sumon Momen will be .
held. Rokonuzzaman Khan (Dada Bhai) will preside. Venue:
Jativa Press Club auditorium. Time: 5:30 pm.
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Light to moderate rain or thundershower accompanied
bv temporary seasonal gusty wind is likely at many places
over Chittagong, Sylhet divisions. at a few places over
Dhaka, Rajshahi divisions and at one or two places over
Barisal and Khulna divisions in the

12 hours till 6 pm to-

Met Office says day temperature may fall by 1-2 degree
| Celsius over Chittagong. Sylhet divisions and may remain
| nearly unchanged elsewhere over the country. |

In its outlook for subsequent two days Met Office pre-
dicted no appreciable change Giving extended outlook for
another five days weathermen forecast increase in rainfall

Meantime, Dinajpur expertenced the highest 27mm
rain yesterday. - Rangpur had 26 mm and Dhaka 10 mm

hlighrat temperature 350 degree Celsius
was recorded at Bhola and the lowest 23.2 degrees at

Sun dets today at 6:21 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:39

.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City /Town Temperaiure Humidity in

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 34.0 26.9 86 T4
Chittagong 34.3 27.0 78 87
Rajshahi 348 270 87 82
Khulna 34.2 28.5 87 —
Barisal 33.8 26.4 85 79
Syihet 33.6 26.0 79 17
Cox's Bazar 33.0 260 82 82

FirsT TIME IN BANGLADES

— :

Mr Latifur Rahma;:\

Managing Director
Transcom Group

On your birthday,
we wish you the very
best and pray for
your long life

With all our love —
Reaz, Simeen, Shehzi, |

Staff & Officers of Shazneen, Waquer
. TRANSCOM )| E i

late Quavum

‘Late ambassador Abdul
Quayum was decorated with
the highest gallantry award of
the Republic of Mali by visiting
Malian President Alpha
Oumar Konare in the ¢ity on
Saturday, reports B5S.

Konare handed over the
award to Suraiya Quayum,
widow of the ambassador.
when she alongwith her chil-
dren called on the Malian
President at the State Guest
House Karotoa. '

Ambassador Quayum, who |{
was DBangladesh envoy to
Morocco, was concurrently ag-
credited to Mali. '

Malian President recalled

promoting ties between ithe
two countries and said. "lle |
(Quayum) would have been |
very happy had he been alive
to see his visit taking place so
successfully.” '

He said the government
«and the people of Mali would |
always remem the contri- |

[e——
-

ther strengthening the ties be-
tween the two friendly coun-
tries.

Outgoing Egyptian
envoy calls on
Biswas

Mohammed Kamal el-
Gohary el-Miligy, ambassador
of Egvpt, made a farewell call
oni President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at Bangabhaban in the
city yesterday, reports BSS,

Talking to the outgoing
ambassador President Biswas
recalled his eontribution to
further strengthening the bi-
lateral relations between the
two countries.

He said the bilateral coop-
eration between ‘lhf‘. two
countries have increased and

strengthened over the years,

Quayum's devoted services 1o [E
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MITSUI 0.5.K LINES LTD, JAPAN

NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES

The Containerised cargoex .M.V.XETHA BHUM V-111 from
Bangkok, ex MV. BU DELIMA V-0226N from Sydney,
ex. MV. SUCCESS HOPE V-62003 from Kobe, Nago aé&
Yokohama, ex. MV. NEDLLOYD OCEANIA V-332 m
Kaohsiung have been relayed to M.V. MENG YANG V-
9515 Import Rotation No. 775/ 95 Which is due to arrive
Chittagong on or about 29-8-1995 from Singapore.

Consignees are requested to take delivery of their cargo
CL containers within 5 days free time from the date

from
of landing. If the cargo is not cleared within 45 days from
landing then the disposal of the cargo will be governed by
the relevant Customs Act.

agents: BIRDS BANGLADESH AGENCIES LID.

103, AGRABAD COMMERCIAL AREA., CHITTAGONG.
PHONES: 500686, 502450, 502645, 500688, 712908

e~ “eupa” ifoe ¥R

8 awray MTe wae@ S 39 qew ) Wi
Bl yo/on/>¢ 32 o1fad e 3BT 1w R A% W T
B sifsform S Soa@e A FFE b5l (AT @ S0
#43 vaod 4% FA T |

Td Yo% Wa T
S T (A-WER /AT GIFT (CFASCAIN)

gﬂ'ﬁﬁ T T2 | Yo/on/de T TN
fAam o-vo fits (AW Fx TAYS Aaw) WA ovEn
A ¥

B8 GFIOE% oEN E=PTe®
BB T fAcbe
wfsfAe =
b, NfEfRAm J1/9, o1 |

GFeiTR Ret e

= are wa & AR

e fRe wneng= Am
¢, TUESR
¥

¢ I, qN, W G, TR ¢

et sl

' T X A WY RRITS TigE W e Ay e wemm Raum w med)

A WO BTeEeR T E AR RS A S SR I i

e AP FfeT @TSEY) @ W weiR Yo B/ e o
o-2->¢ UIRATY 3300 WFR o7 Faw N e T & TR @ -0
U RSO T (TR 3 ) (P TR @ R R N e
A7 q ANTR WIS FF IR 2R YREIL TIE IYLTE AT I3 WW

SR (40F 3¢ (R) AT WG FSIR TR, 1L >¢7 Bt W
T TOTAM PSR RTS WA S WINTATSA DI IS Tw I

BiRarets =T,

H'IIWHIMIWW!M

g fidv-a e W SalRe P o

i i e

Iﬁm&mioml S_.TANdARd A4 sizE
Pre-Holed WriTinGg Pads.

B Ruled Pads

B Graph Pads
B Squared Pads

e

For Summits, Conferences, Board
MeeTinGgs, CabineT MeeTings, Colleges &

UNiveRrsiTies.

We have different varieTies and differenT
brands of Stationery & Drawing ITems.

Available at :

Haroon Office &

School Stationery
18 Kemal Ataturk Avenue
(Ground floor), Banani C/A

Dhaka-1213

TEL : 608172, 884976,602148 [

Haroon Enterprises Limited
62, Purana Paltan

Dhaka-1000 y

TEL : 236918, 250942

240577, 236865
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