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11 fishermen
abducted

From Our Correspondent
COX'S BAZAR., Aug 26:

Eleven Bangladeshi fisher

men were abducted by the
Mvaimnmar border security
forces lrom the river Nal
early this morning. The lish- |
ermen were [ishing in the
river near Naikkang Para
when (he ftorces abducted
them along with 12 fishing
boats. The relatives of the
fishermen lodged a formal
complaint with the Teknal
tharia

Carpet donated for
Bamako mosque

Fiime Minister
Khaleda Zia vesterday do
nated a carpet lor the grand
mosgue in Bamako. The do
natien was announced during
the official Lalks between the
Prime minister and the visit
ing President of Mali at the
International Ceonference
Centre. reports [JNB.

Body recovered
From Staff Correspendent

SYLHET. Aug 26: The
body of an unknown young-
man 25. was recovered by
the pelice of Balaganj thana
today fromm a paddy field of
village [lashpar near the
Dhaka-Sylhet highway. The
body was sent o the Sylhet
MAG Osmani Medical College
Hospital Mourgue
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 26: Police
recovered 19 bottles of
Indian phensidyl syrup from
Bagia village under Kotwali

thawa ol the distriet last
night

JP extended meet

Sept 9, 10
By Staff Correspondent

An extended meeting of
the Jatuiya Party Central
Working Committee will be

held on Septémber 9 and 10
to discuss the country's latest

political situation. according
o a JP press release.
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Konare backs proposal for OIC summit on Bosnia

Dhaka, Bamako to diversify
economic cooperation

Bangladesh and Mali yes-
terday agreed to increase and
diversify bilateral economic
cooperation, particularly in
the agriculture. trade. indus-
try. rural development, fruit
processing and the health-
care secitors, report agencies,

The agreement was
reached in official talks be-
tween the two fraternal
gountries at the International

Conference Centre.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia led the
Bangladesh delegation at the
meeting which covered the
entire gamut of bilateral rela-
tions as well as regional and
international issues ol com-
Imon Cconcerr:.

The visiting President of
Mali, Alpha Oumar Konare,
headed his country’s side at

.. S

T S
s,

the talks held in a cordial
and friendly atmosphere.

Exchanging views on in-

ternational issues, the two
leaders focused on the situa-
tion in the Balkans.

The Malian President fully
supported the Bangladesh
Premier's call for an emer-
gency OIC summit to devise
ways for protecting the terri-
torial integrity and indepen-

dence of the Muslim republic
in the trouble-torn peninsula,
the Principal Secretary to the
PM. told newsmen after the
talks.

The two leaders reached
an agreement that the OIC
countries must work out a
strategy .to protect Bosnia-

Herzegovina deterring Serb

aggression. They also called
See Page 12 Col 4

Formal talks were held betweerr President of Mali Alpha Oumar Konare and Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at

1CC yesterday.
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15-yr perspective plan
likely to be placed
before NEC in Sept

Star Report

Th{* final draft of the 15-
vear  Participatory Perspe-
ctive Plan [PPP) is likely to
bhe placed before the National
Economic Council [NEC)
sometimeé next month.

“The presentation for ap-
proval by the NEC, headed by
the PM. has been shifted
lrom August 30 due to the
PM's preoccupation with the
visit of the President of Mali.
We have already sought a
Iresh date from the PM's of-
fice.” State Minister for
Planning Dr A Moveen Khan
said while talklng to The
Daily Star at his office_yester-
day.

In the medium term, the
PPP. (1995-2010) envisages
attainment of, among others,
a GDP growth rate of seven
per cent by 1996-97 and
susienance of that level up te

2000, a basic literacy rate of

around 60 per cent. primary
health care for about two-
thirds of the population and
limiting population within
1 30 million.

At the end of 1993, the
present government had de-
cided not to lormulate any
fifth five-vear plan and in-

<lcad decided to go for the
PPP,
To this end. Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
initiated the participatory lo-
cal level consultation in
Iraming the new perspective
plan, at Thakurgaon on April
5 last year. Later, the PPP
was discussed with the aca-
demics, donors, business-
men, NGOs and others con-
cerned.

The decision that there
would not be any meore five-
yvear plans and no méntion
aboul it in the current budget
were criticised by experts.
They said the country was
now. passing through a plan-
ning vacuum, a situation in
which there were no set de-
veélopment objectives to be
achieved in the near future.

Asked about this. Dr
Moyeen Khan said. "We wafht
io deviate from the conven-
tional five-year time beund
target oriented centralised
plan as we now want to look
at the planning procedures
[rom a much longer time
perspective of 15 years."

Elaborating, he added. "It
is not a 15-year plan, rather,
a perspective plan set ‘in a
15-year time scale which has

short, mid as well as longer
time components and jnter-

linkages belween them. Thus

See Page 12 Col 6
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'Withdrawal of
Ganges water
violation of HR'

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday de-
scribed the unilateral with-
drawal of Ganges water at the
Farakka barrage by India as
an act of "violation of human
rights,” reports UNB.

She made the remarks
during ber official talks with
the visiting Malian President
Alpha Oumar Konare, appris-
ing him of the adverse ef-
fects of the barrage on the
socip-economic condition of
Bangladesh, the Principal
Secretary to the PM, ANM
Eusuf, told newsmen after
the talks.

Begum Zia said due to the
dehydrational impact of the
barrage, disrupting the his-

| torical natural flow of the in-

ternational river ands depriv-
ing Bangladesh of its legiti-
share of water. one-
third of the country's popula-
tion was facing severe hard
ship.

The barrage. constructed
at the upper riparian of the
' See Page 12 (ol 3

Khaleda, Konare for
closer LDC ties

The wvisiting President of
the Republic of Mali. Alpha
Ommar Konare, and Prime
Minisier Begum Khaleda Zia
last might siressed the need
for expansion of cooperation
among the least developed
couniries 1o overcome the
teonomic complexities facing
them. reports BSS,

Speaking at the official
dinner hosted by Prime Min-
ister Begum Zia in honowur of
President and Madam Konare
al her Hare Road office. they
reiterated particularly the
polential lfer the bilateral
cooperation between Mali
and Bangladesh.

The (two leaders ex-
pressed the hope Lhat the

current visit by President Ko-

nare would strengthen eco-
nomic, business and com-
mercial relations between
the (wo countries.

The guests at the dinner
included the Speaker Shaikh
Razzak Ali. ministers. Sup-
reme Courl judges. politici
ans. Lhe elite of the city,

senior civil and military
officials and foreign diplo-
mats.

The Malian Minister for
Rural Development and Envi-
ronmeni. Mobido Traore, and
the other members of
President Konare's entourage
also attended the dinner.

Prime Minister Begum Zia
expréssed Lhe confidence
that the visit by President
Konare would redefine the
existing cooperative bilateral
relations between Bangladesh
and Mali.

President Konare said that
he was convinced that the
Iwo countries could gain and
tlevelop through cooperation
i some fields.

The Malian leader said
that his country could par-
ticularly gain from Banglad-

esh's experiences in
agriculture,
Begum Zia said that

Bangladesh was prepared to
cooperate with Mali to fully
exploit its potential for agri-

See Page 12 Col 7
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28000 US forces in 'high state’

of readiness in Gulf

ABOARD THE LSS
ABRAHAM LINCOLN. Aug 26:

Around 28 000 US military

personnel are in a “very high
state o readiness’ (o deter
any Iraqi threat to its neigh-
hours, the commander of US
vy borces 1n the region said

| todav. reports AFP

lorces have raised
"unusual’ mili-
ary activity since July
although "at this point in
time there are no movements
of lorces toward Kuwait.”
Vice Adgmiral Scott Redd told
reporters on this aircraft
carrier in the Gulf.
3ul Redd warmed: "H we
4 column of Iragl troops
aid havy egquipment heading
souith, we're not going to sit

around and picnic.

Ayl

b L |

Were not going to let
them line up a bunch of tanks
on the Kuwaiti border before
deciding that this is some-
thing serious,” '

In linee with military prac-
tice. he declined lo say ex-
actly how US forces would
respond.

iinder a UN rescolution
adopled after a military
buildup along the Kuwaiti
border last October. Iragi
iroops are barred from
crossing the 32nd parallel,
which runs through the city
of Najal unless they ere
based in the south.

Deterring iraq were a total

ol 23000 US navy, army
imarines and air force per
scvinel in Lhe region, along

with another 5000 aboard a

second alreraft carrier in the
easiernn Mediterranean, the
USS Theodore Roosevelt,
Redd said.

The Abraham Lincoln, a
nuclear- powered vessel with
5,500 sailors and almost 200
pilots along with 80 aircraft,
lmas been ordered to stay in
the Gulf as a precaution until
it is replaced by the inde-
pendence in September.

“The Lincoln would have
normally been on her way
heme via Australia several
days ago,” he said.

In addition. seven supply
ships with enough tanks and
other equipment for 16,500
marines and almost 6, 000
army soldiers have entered
the Gulf within the last few
days. US navy officers said,

'We want to know more

about Bangladesh'

Nearly ene thousand bri-
ght and promising students
of the city's English medium
sChools (EMS]) in an
inequivocal voice yesterday
expressed their heart-felt
urge to learm more about
Bangladesh. her rich culture
and heritage.

Speakers after speakers.
all studepts from EMS. em-
phasised the need for the
parents. the schools and the
teacheérs o do much mere in
ieaching them about the his-
tory. geography. culture and
heritage of Bangladesh.

This view was expressed
4% 4 response (0 inadeguate
curriculum content in their
s« hools

By Staff Correspondent

Sonne 50 (eachers includ
ing several principals and
Ihear deputies. ol almost all
ol the city's reputed EMS.
also shared their feelings
with the students joining
them 1N 4 symposium on
Knowing aboult Bangladesh:
Role of English Medium
Schoois” held at the audito-
rivsm of (the Jatiya Press Club.

The EMS students exhib-
ied a tremendous desire Lo
know about thetr motheriand
so that they could feel proud
of thetr national identity. The
Teenage Awareness Group
[TALG). a lorum of EMS stu-
dents organised the sympo-

stum  which was sponsored
by The Daily Star

In speeches after spee
ches the boys and girls admi-
tted their limited knowledge
about the country they live in.
Their conlession appeared to
have signalled a subliminal
message lor the educati
onists. The speakers called
the authorities of all EMS to
get together and work out
revised curriculum on
Bangladesh studies.

They deplored controver-
sies and legacy of political-
slanting on some basic issues
like — national identity. na
tiomal hero— which they said
were preventing them from
knowing the true history of
Bangladesh.

See Page 12 Col |
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Admission tests

abolished

By Staff Correspondent

v Achimission tests for HSC
classes in colleges have been
abolished and students will
henceforth get admission to
governmen! and private col-
leges according to marks ob-
Ladned n ihe. S5 exarpiisi-
Hons, '

This wap decided at a
meeting ol high officials of
the miimisiry of Education and
principals ol over 30 colleges
here on Thursday. according
o sources yesterday. The
secretary ol the HIHISII‘\‘" was
in the chair.

The college authorities
will announce in advance the
number of students it will
admit in a particular aca-
demuic year. Prior to the an-
nouncement. the authorities
will take into consideration
ihe ilrastructure, number of
teachers and other facilities

in he institution.

I'he institution will also
maintaim a “waiting list" of
- See Page 12 Col 3

Bangladesh HC
in Malaysia
probing deaths

By Reaz Ahmed

The Bangladesh High
Commission in Malaysia is

| enquiring about the reported

deaths of three more
Bangladeshis in a delention
camp in that country, official
sources said yesterday.

Following the Malaysian
opposition leader, Lim Kit
Siang's statement that 42 il-
legal immigrants, 28 of them
Bangladeshi nationals, had
died in detention camps, the
Ministry of Labour and Man-
power in Bangladesh asked
the High Commission to
enguire about the reported
incidents.

When approached last
night, the Manpower Secre-
lary, Dr Harunur Rashid, said,

See Page 12 Col 7

e e e — G —
F

Economic seminar

Political stalemate

dominates discussion

Speakers at a seminar ti-
tled "poverty to prosperity:
opportunities and chal-
lenges.” in the city yesterday
focussed on the present po-

fitical stalemate, emphasising
national consensus to resolve
it.

The Federation of Bang-
ladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FBCCI),
which organised the seminar
at a hotel. Wowever, pre-
sented an ambitious 'double-
digit growth model’ pro-
jecting an average 9.8 per
cent GDP growth rate over
the next 10 years.

Presenting the model,
FBCCI President Salman F
Rahman said that the two-
pronged growth strategy was
devised to attain a sustained
high growth rate, beginning
with 8 per centl this fiscal,
coupled with direct poverty
alleviation programmes at the

By Staff Correspondent

grassroots level.

Presided over by former
chief justice Md Habibur
Rahman, the seminar was
also addressed by Deputy
Leaaer of- ParBlament' Prof
AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury
and Awami League leader
Abdus Samad Azad as guests
of honour. M Asafuddowla,
Secretary., Ministry of
Commerce. journalist Ataus
Samad, Owaise Saadat, head
of private sector develop-
ment and finance unit,
Resident Mission of the
World Bank, were discus-
sants.

The speakers stressed na-
tional consensus on eco-
nomic issues to achieve the
desired growth. forgetting
the past and an end to mak-
ing non-issues issues by
bullding active partnership
among political parties, bu-

See Page 12 Col 4
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90 LTTE men killed in'

clash with police

COLOMBO, Aug 26: Fifty
Tamil Tiger gyerillas and
seven peolice commandos
were killed when the rebels
launched an abortive attack

| on a police detachment in

eastern Bri Lanka today. se-
nior military sources said,
reports Reuter.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) fired
mortar bombs on the special
taskforce post 12 miles south
of Batticaloa, but were re-
pulsed with machinegun fire,
the national news agency
quoted the sources as saying.

Army headfjuarters in
Colombo confirmed seven
police had been killed and
six wounded but did not say
how many rebels had died.

The sources said 25 bod-

ies of Tiger guerillas had
been recovered and that po-

lice had monitored radio in-

structions to the retreating
Tigers to carry their dead
colleagues with them. They
estimated the total number of
Tiger casualties at 50.

The Tigers in July lost an
estimafed 400 fighters at
northeastern Welioya when
they launched a simultaneous
attack on four military bases.
The armed forces had been
tipped off and were ready
and waiting.

The Tigers are fighting for
a separate homeland in the
tiorth and east in a war that
has raged since 1983. More
than 50,000 people have
been killed.
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A section of the nearly one thousand students, teachers and parents from almost all the
English Medium Schools in Dhaka who attended a symposium on "Knowing Bangladesh:
Role of English Medium Schools” at the Jatiya Press Club yesterday. The symposium was
organised by the Teenage Awareness Group (TAG) and sponsored by The Daily Star.

— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

The 19th anniversary of
death of National Poet Kagi
Nazrul Islam will be observed
today.

Various socio-cultural or-
ganizations  have drawn up
elaborate programmes to pay
tribute to the memory of the
IHJ'E-'[-

The programmes include
placing wreaths and o
fateha at the mazar of the late,
poet on the Dhaka University
campus. discussions on his
lile and works and mu:k:al
solree.

The Nazrul Institute will
hold a discussion meeting at
the Kabibhaban at Danmondi
at 4:30 pm. Commerce and
Information  Minister M
Shaimsul I1slam will attend the
meeting as the chief guest,
while chairman of the insti-

tute trustee board Obaid-ul
See Page 12 Col 3

AL will stage

demonstration
today

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League will
stage demonstrations and
hring out processions across
the country today to protest
the Election Commission’'s
decision to defer the by-
elections to vacant parlia-
mentary seats.

This . is  part .-of -otha,
Opposition's agitation pre-
gramme to be followed by a
32-hour country-wide hartal
beginning September 2.

As part of today's demon-
strations. the Awami League
will hold o rallv at Panthapath
in the city at 3 pm. A proces-
sion will be brought out after
the rally.

The EC deferred the by-
elections in 144 seats that
[ell vacant due to consecutive
90-day absence from the
House without leave by 142
Opposition MPs and death of
two ruling party MPs.

Party general secretary
Zillur Rahman in a statement
yvesterday called for making
the country-wide programme
a success to protest the EC's
'politically motivated’ deel-
sion.

Flnor-—cmssmg_
EC verdict on

3 JP MPs likely

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) may give its verdict on
the case of floor‘crossing by
three MPs belonging to Jaflya
Party tomorrow, according to
sources here yesterday.

Three Jatiya Party MPs —
Mahmudul Hasan, Ebadur Ra- ,
hman Chowdhury and Pari-
tosh Chakrabarty = repo-
rtedly joined the ruling BNP
separately, crossing the floor.

As Jatiya Party brought
the issue to the EC, the three
MPs submitted that they did
not join the BNP and contip-
ued to be Jativa Party mem-
bers.

Hearing of the case was
scheduled for yesterday, but

See Page 12 Col 8

Bid to loot

garments at
DEPZ: 26 held

SAVAR, Aug 26: Twenty-
six persons were arrested
when they were looti
readymade garments
19,000 US' dollars from a
factory compound in Savar
Export Processing Zone to-
day, UNB.

Police caught red-handed
the 26 persons at about 8 am
and on their confession also
arrested two guards of the
Finetree Industries Ltd. A
truck was seized.

All 28 arrested were pro-
duced before Dhaka Metropo-
litan Magistrate court which
rejected their bail prayer and
sent them to Dhaka Central
Jail,

Savar Thana OC Tosha-
ddeq Hossain said the arres-

ted persons are suspected
members of an organised

group.




