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HEN you are think-
inig of a tiger. it co-
mes o vou not only

as o mighty siriped animal

but also with the myth,
stories. aggressiveness be-
hind it. And when you are

afler tigers in their native ar-
eas yourmind must always be
pre-occupied with the
thought of the presence of
this huge cat. All of your sen-
sory organs become alert in
(he highest degree. not only
while vou are negotiating
with deep dense goran bush
or tvpha grass in Sundarbans
meadows. it also haunts you
cduring vour leisure Lime
when vou rest in a boat or in
a rest house.

Sensitivity ol the organs
are increased to such a
height that even very minor
events may shatter your bal-
ance completely. Later. when

(you are oul ol the grim
shadow el jungle shock .the
evenis may appear to you as

funny memories. It can be
the good subject ol many
lable stories but at those

Mmoments your experience is
a horrifving one.

One line morning | was
walking through the Sundar-
bhan lorest with four com-
rades. two ol them carried
four rifles on their shoulders.
" The area Hilshamari lies al-
most in the middle the Sun-
darbans. The lorest is densely
covered by Sundari and Gewa
irees. The Sundari trees have
long, hard and pointed
breathing roots and it is very
difficult to walk on these,
The Sundarbans have some
effeclive weapons to restrict
human interference. Besides
ligers. -:*roebﬁeu, wild boars.
- and venomous snakes; there
are the breathing roots of
Sundari and Kewra.the un-
dergrowths like  Hental
Horgaza and loose mud-traps
'O them all | dislike two

_things. garan bush and shulas _

{breathing roots) of Sundari
iree,

- In those areas we cane
aeross  both. | was in the
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front by the side of a forest
guard. and my remaining
comrades were following us
at a distance of ten metres.
One of them got stuck in
mid ,so we made a halt while
enjoying his dilemma. We
didn’t notice our forest guard
advance in the direction of
the hude shrub. Suddenly we
heard an unusual noise which
broke the silence of the jun-
gle. 1 missed a beat and felt
my heart jump up in fear.
The forest guard was also
trembling. My friend, who
was still stuck in the mud,
started to scream at the top
af his voice. On his face was
the expression of total fear.

Later we discovered that
the event was a simple one.
As we were advancing
through the sulas a red jungle
fowl was probably trying to
catch some crabs. As it had
no intention to draw our at-
tention it just hid itself in the
hude bush. Our forest guard
had unknowingly stepped on
it. making it frightened. The
weary cock inorder to get
rid-of us, broke out of its
cover like a moving bullet
crocking and beating its
wings, which produced a ter-
rifying sound. After we. dis-
covered what had actually all
of us started to laugh.What a
relief it was not a tiger, as we
thought

One evening. an that same
trip,we went on a canoe ride.
As we didn't have any inten-
tion to get off the boat, we
were carried some torch-
lights only. As we passed we
could only see the outline of
the forest and the rest fell in
complete darkness. We were
at distance of ten feet from
the bank and could hear the
crickets, -owls. night guard,
tistance alarm call of a dis-
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tressed chital doe.

We were drifting in si-
lence. | it my torch in the
direction of the left bank and
it fell upon two glowing eyes.
A moment later we heard a
splash, which meant that the
animal must have jumped
into the lake. Fearing a lork-
ing tiger had punped o the
water woe crieel 1o 1l '

man to turn the boal the Lo-
wards mild stream. As we
frantically lit our toerches.our
boatman suddenly recognised
the animal to be a huge
crocodile and.

Tiger stories can some-
times be very e if nar-
rated by a good story teller in
favourable atmosphere. One
day we settled nurschrcslun el

barge for peacelul sleep at
night. The barge was an-
chored merely ten leel [rom
the bank of Chorabetmore
river and was three feet
above the water level We
were all engrossed in inter-
esting tiger stories.

Although it was a January
night there had been a little
caltr e the eveninge awxl 1he

overcast cloud wmade the
night warm. As the Khulna
Newsprint mills operational
office of chorabetwnore gave

. us permission and accom-

modation for night halt in
their periphery.they also in-
formed us that a tigress had
dropped one of its cubs.The
tigress was therefore a regu-
lar visitor with her ollspring

Terror Moments

of the camp area. The tiger
had not tried to secure any
human prey but it once tried
to catch a chicken from be-
neath a kitchen platiorm
while the cook was on his
duty.

This information made us
a little worrfed since the
doors and windows of our
cabus did not tave v shut

ters. Our distance ol Len feel
from the shore was no bar-
rier for the man-eater, Mr
Karim, honourary consultant
of WWF and a conservationist
was narrating a story aboul
the Sundarban man-eaters.

At 11 o'clock in the nighi
we decided to cal it a day.
Within minutes we all fell
asleep.But about hall-an-hour

laler | woke up 1o some
unusual frightful sounds. It
sounded like an animal trying
to drag out one of mwv com-
panions. As the sound carme
from my right | assumed that
it was Mr Chinmoy Mutsucddy,
assoclate editor of weekly Bi-
chitra, had fallen wvictim
while sleeping. | did net
know what to do and the only
thought that came to me was
the tiger should flee with his
prey.

Alfter some moments my
brain started to work.lt oc-
cured to me that the tiger
would no take so much time
io drag the body out. More-
imwer. it would have to step
over others in order to reach
Chinmoy Da. Also | did not
hear any sounds before,
although some man-eating

tiger kill silently.
Very slowly | opened my

. eyelids expecting to see a

horrifying scene. | The roem
was lit by the moon and
didn't see anything unusual
but the sound could be still
heard.. Meanwhile, the rest
ol my companions were also
awakened by the noise. |
imustered enough courage to
look at Chinmoy da. | caught
hold of his left arm and
shook it violently te wake
him up. Finally he woke up to
(el his story:

In his dream he feit the
ligress board the barge, se-
lect him as its prey, and bury
s canine teeth into his
hroat. He was so frightened
that  he lost courage to even
siream. The agonised sound

‘ .. which we heard. came out au-

tomatically - he knew noth-
g about that.

| think our tiger stories
+#1¢l persisting supernatural
atmosphere were the main
culprits for his immense
misery.

after hearing his story, all
of us laughed a good deal. But
I must admit that it is not at
all unusual for a man entering
a tiger-infested forest like
Sundarban to be struck by

jungle shock.

Magnate Launches Rescue Mission for Asia's First Airline
' by Casiano Mayor

HERE was no trice of
cxeilemnment 0l his

T liwee when he came

out ol a board meeting thal

voled him chair and chiel
execulive olficer of the
Philippine Airlines at the

Manila Peninsula Hotel in
January.

For Lucio Tan. a low-pro-
file bul controversial business
magnate ol Chinese descenl.
already owns a string of busi-
nesges in the Philippines and
in other parts ol the world,
Laking over a new company
might have been just another
day in the oflice,

But the Philippine Airlines
could not be just another
company not even for some-
one of Mr Tan's obvious busi-
ness acumen. Asia's first air-
line is now arguably Lhe re-
gion's most troubled air
transporl lirm, ils rise and
fall almosl running parallel to
the changing tortunes of the
Philippines itself, which until
a few rs ago was generally
considered as the sick man
in Asia.

The task ol keeping the
planes of the nation's ailing .
MNag carrier flying could
prove the toughest challenge
ever [aced by a man whose
legendary rags-to-riches
story enabled him to build up
a highly diversified business
conglomerate and a reputa-
tion in sectors of hav-
ing the fa Midas' touch.

Mr Tan. who took over
PAL's reins as head of PR
Holdings Incorporated. a
consortium that owns 67 per
cent of the airline. faces:not
ﬂy stifl market competition
bt also a pocket rebellion in
the beard. three hostile
workers' unions and an ap-
parently uneven playing field
laid down by a government
caught in the flux of liberaliz-
ing the aviation industry.

His first and most press-
ing assignment is to turn
around a company which reg-
istered US$% 10.4 billion
(P270 billion) in lesses in the
last 10) vears and is projected
to losc atl least US$3 billion
more '(P69 billion} in the
next two years.

To stave off further losses,
the new PAL chair has asked
the stockholders to infuse
P2.5 billion (US$ 96.15 mil-
lion) in fresh money to im-
prove the airline's services
and make it competitive, re-
pay loans and meet maturing
obligations as part of its P3.2-,
billion (US$123 million )
five-year expamsion pro-
gramme.

Also part of Mr Tan's res-
cue plan is the raising of P8
billion (US$ 307 million) to
pay the retirement benefits
of at least 3,000 employees.
PAL — a favourite dumping
ground for political ap-
pointees when it was in gov-
ernment's hands — has a stall

'It's not only the competition that hurts
PAL. What hurts most are the unfair

regulaﬁnm imposed by government’

ol 14,000 employees, which
is considered much too big
for its needs.

A study by a London finan-
cial consultancy firm, which
was commissioned by PAL,
recommended early retire-
ment for between 3,000 and
5.000 workers and the
reshufiling of 3,000 others to
improve productivity and
avoid duplication of work. It
pointed out that an airline
the size of PAL needs only
4,000 workers.

Certainty that the unions
will oppose any retrench-
ment moves has made man-
agement go slow on any move
to get rid of the 10,000 or so
extra hands.

The move by the
Philippine National Bank
(PNB]). the Development

Bank of the Philippines (DBP)
and the Armed Forces of the
Philippines' Retirement
Services and Benefits System
|AFP-RSBS) will restore gov-
ernment control of the air-
line, which has been in pri-
vate hands for only four
months.

PAL's three workers'
union picketed in May in-
front of the airline's main of-
fice in Makati city, the
Philippines' financial centre,
to protest the hiring of 15
Malaysian pilots for four
Boeing 747-400 jetllntrs

*

industry.

PAL officials have com-
plained that President Fidel
Ramos' Executive Order 219.
which liberalizes the aviation
industry, has nol only ex-
posed the [lag carrier (o open
competition but also lessened
its abilily to compete fairly.
With the "open skies” policy,
the airline is no longer the
country's only official flag
carrier. At least two interna-
tional airlines will be sharing
that distinction.

Currently, PAL has domes-
tic competition [rom four
new airlines — Grand Air.
Cebu Air, Silangan Air and
Star Asia Airways. The entry
of Pacific East Asia Cargo, the
Federal Express. DHL and
UPS courier services is also
likely to cut into its cargo
revenue.

"It's not only the competi-
tion that hurts PAL. What
hurts most are the unfair
regulatiens imposed by gov-
ernment. For instance. while
opening the industry to [ree
competition. the government
wints PAL to Lake Lhe unprof-
itable routes and give the
prolitable ones to its com-
petitors,” said a close associ-
ate of Mr Tan,

“That's like telling PAL to
commit suicide. If you liberal-
ize an industry, you should
leave its regulation to market

Certainty that the unions will oppose any retrench-

ment moves has made

ment go slow on any

manage
move to get rid of the 10,000 or so extra hands.

while 26 Filipino pilots are
being trajned at Boeing's
headquarters in ~Seaiile,
Washington.

The picket appeared to be
a warning as wcll lo the new
leadership not'to cross the
workers, thus, offering a
glimpse of the potentially
stormy relationship between
management and the work-
ers’ unions, which are wary of
Mr Tan's "anti-labour” reputa-
tion.

The spectre of more seri-
ous strikes looms as the
three unions — for ground
workers, pilots and flight at-
tendants — renegotiate their
collective bargaining agree-
ments simultaneously this
year and demand new wage
increase and benefits.

There is trouble in other
fronts as well. Management's
efforts to turn PAL [rom be-
ing a milking cow of political
appointees into a profitable
private company may be [ur-
ther slowed by the state pol-
icy to liberalize the airline

in
" he

[orces and not throw
monkey wrenches there,
lold Depthnews.

Mr Tan is not alone in
lighting government on the
issue. Even the usually eriti-
cal newspapers have joined
the airlines’ clamour for gov-
ernment to get. its hands off
the local airline industry.

"PAL's pleas for govern-
ment to level the playing
field are certainly valid and
fair,” wrote Manila newspa-
per columnist Ermin Garcia,
Jr. "Lucio Tan may not be the
epitome of an ideal Filipino
industrialist who should con-
trol PAL, but he is a Filipinu
nonetheless.

"It is bad enough that PAL

- is told to continue subsidiz-

ing unprofitable domestic
routes, but to allow its finan-
cially stronger competitors to
eat up whatever market share
it has in profitable routes,
without any stake in
‘subsidized routes, is down-
right unfair,” he added.
Industrialist Enrique

- Filipino people. well
good.

Zobel agrees: "lf the govern-
menl believes that the open
skies' policy is best lor the
and
It should pursue the
policy to the maximum, irre-

- spective of whoever gets af-

lecied. At the same time,
however, it must totally free
PAL to compete with newer
rivals, who have fewer re-
strictions on their opera-
tions."”

"The government...must
let. go of PAL once and"for all.
This is the first step on the
way Lo recovery. Let PAL
lfounder or fly in the face of
new competition. Let it fend
for itself.," he added.

While Mr Tan .seemingly
can only anticipate more
trouble ahead, at least in the
near future, the few steps he
has taken so far to bail out
the tronbled airline appear Lo
e g wing ofl. Company ofli-
cials ~aid since Mr Tan Voui
over 'Al's helm in January,
the nation's lag carrier has
saved some LSS 52 million
Irom aireralt purchases, new
negotiations ol lease con.
iracts and other cost-cutting
INeASLITeS, -

In April. the new man-
adentent linalized the pur-
chase of a hrand new Boeing
TIT-400 al USS 18 million,
price less than what was paicl
e two ol the same airecrall
hought hy the previous man-
dgement in 1993, Terms ol
nedotiled leases contracted
by the new management on
[our B747-200 aircralt saved
the company US$ 705,228
on monthly lcase payments.

To save on operating
costs, the company has de
citled 1o reduce . flying time
sl cut down on parking.

maintenance and luel costs

frevn fls inlernational routes.
I has reduced the B747's sil
ting capacity from 439 (o
S90 1o allow for more le-
groofml, accommodale more
cargoes and be able to fly
non-stop to the United States
Wesl Coast without a stopover
in Honolulu, which cosis
about LUS$ 20,000 per land-
irg. '

Other measures include
the re-negoliation of tow
truck lees at US81B million
less than Lthe price set by
previous airline officials and

thé use of locally-sourced
airplane (oilel, sanitizing
chemicals. which the previ-

ous management bought from
the 1S al a price tenfold
higher. ~

But the man, who legend
savs peddled pans and ket-
tles on the streets of Cebu
City on his way to the top of
Lhe business ladder, is not
out ol the woods yet despiie
these odest accomplish-
ments. Flving Asia's oldest
Nag carrier is likely to be the
toighest challenge he has
laced so lar. Deprthnews Asia.
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atrport plans 1o inerease cargo handling capacity by 40 per

ceml 1o
Sultan Saeed

L airporis cargo termminal

350 000 tonnes within the nexl two years. said
hin Nasser Al Manseury director general of

As part ol the expansion plans. a dedicated courier facility

woul ld he

built in the cargo terminal To meet steadily

growing demand a second cargo agents building would be

irecied]

with construction due to begin early next year

—BD Shipping Times

New Liner Service: auaniic Conbulk services. a
new liner service between Montreal and Antwerp was due
ie be introduced in mid-June offering departures at 17

days intervals.

It will accept containers and conventional breakbulk

and bulk. Atlanta ship management

SA. Freiburg

Switzerland is the managing agent.

— BD Shipping Times

UASC announces losses: the United Arab
Shipping Company of Saudi Arabia has announced losses of
between USD 30 and 40 miillion for 1994.

The results compare with losses of USD 73 million in
1993 and around 33 million in 1992. Officials say that the

resiilis

are due (o a decline in shipping rates

world

recession and growing competition

Shﬂl’jlh Cll‘iﬂ UP: The amount of cargo handling

dl Sharjah

International

Airport rose 23% [rom

| 7.402.904 kg to 22.679.744 kg during March this year

compared with March 1994.

The airport broke its existing record in sea/air [reight

during the same
handled during the month.

period, with nearly 23.000 tons being

Beijing to think about EU route: china is being

urged by international airlines flying to Europe from
Hongkong to vhange its new routing system. which has
increased Nyving uimes and costs. The new routing system
introdduced by Chinese authorities to deal with the ever
imwreasing traffic over southern China has added B4 km
e 1o Europebound airlines leaving Hongkong.

Alrlinwes company said that the new west-only

route had

made i inore difficult to guarantee that flights would be

THHT =1
Nving time
ried,

The new air route meant about 15 minutes mosre
arel atleast 2. 000kg more of fuel must be car-

—BD Shipping Times

Anointment of a new Thai airbus: me
anointment of the 6th Thai Airways International Public

Company's Airbus A330-300 was held at the Ramp of the

clonwestic
dnoitihinent.,

Jaisalmer : A Desert City

HE Advanced Lear-

I nes the word desert

as "an area ol land withoult
trees or water. often covered
with sand”: A dictionary
seldom lies. vet unfortunately
it also lails to depict the true
iagery that a word may
convey. |l you've always been
lascinated by the word desert
and believe that actual
experience is far better than
mere descriplions. than
Jaisalmer in Rajasthan is the
place lor you.

Siluated in the far western
tip ol India. Jaisalmer lies in
the midst ol the Great Indian
Desert. Jaisalmer is no tvpi-
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dwelling

the place ol
Maharajas. Travel weary
bedouins used (o grace il's
market places and fort. Today
it is_a popular tourist spot
and hoasts a rich cultural and
architectural heritage.

The season to visit
Jaisalmer is from January to
March. At that time the
weather is agreeable and dif-
ferent cultural festivals are
held by the local inhabitants.
To reach Jaisalmer you have
to go from Delhi through
Jaipur and Jodhpur. The
journey can be made both by
bus and train. The city many
hotels. so accommodation
should not be a problem. You
can contact one of the many
lourist services in the
city.who offer different sight-
seeing packages at various
price ranges.

The city itselfl is very
small. Il is situated on an un-
even stretch of land sur-

ners dictionary defi- .
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rimmicding a small hill. A guiet
arrogince emanates from it's
cobbled streets and narrow
tlleys. Most of the houses are
pale two storeyved buildings
with intricate patterns
adorning the entrances.
These patterns on stone are
called Jaflri and are the
speciality ol local artisans
whose trade has been handed

down Irom generation (o
generation for more than 500
vears. The only colorful

aspecl ol the city are it's local
inhabitants. Local men wear
flashy turbans Iin direct
contrast with their greyish-
white dhuti's and women
decorate 1hemselves with
' irm Iuned= el

]
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piecklooos

The lort ol Jassilmer 1s si-
luted at the top of the hill.
People lovingly call it Shonar
Kclla after the movie that
Sallyajit made on this very
same location. This ancient
relic was built in the 12th
century by Maharaja Rai
Jaisal. He was a member of
the Bhatti Rajpur sect. He
had built this fort after being
banished from his original
capital Lodhrua by
Mohammed Gori.

As you enier the fort the
massive wooden doors will
overwhelm your sense of
perception. You will be mar-
veled at the intricately carved
designs on it's outer rim.
Through the doors a narrow
winding path will lead you to
the main courtyard. There,
within the circular constraint
of the gigantic Tort walls you
will find a bustling city.
Hotels. houses, market

places, shrines and temples
are scattered in all direc-
tions. However the place has
heen able to retain it's im-
pression ol antiguity.

Sione seemms (o be the
mosl popular building mate-
rials of the past. The total
lack of greenery gives one an
eerie feeling amidst the
stone houses and streets. The
places to visit here are the
Rang Mahal, the Moti Mahal
and the Sarbattam Bilash.

From the verandas of the
Rang Mahal you can get a
breathtaking birds eye view
of the city bellow. These
Mahals are a fusion of small
rooms creating a verv confus-
ing maze., The umminedin]

tonirist can easily lose hiunself
in this labyrinth. After that
you might want to try the
Jain and Vishnu Mandirs
which are close by. Or you
could try your hand at hag-
gling with the local shop-
keepers who keep a diverse
range of semi-precious
stones, jewellery, leather-
wear and clothing.

After the fort you can wvisit
the "Chhatris”. An enervating
walk of about a mile will get
you there. These are actually
dome like formations (with
striking similarity to umbrel-
las) built upon another hill. 1t
is here that the ancient
Maharaja’'s used to take shel-
ter from the scorching heat
of a summer noon. These
simple structures are inge-
niously constructed. The ar-
chitectural design is such
that air can How smwothly 11
between the pillars loosing

heat as it passes through the

lterminal of Bangkok Airport. Following
a demonstration flight was organized, flying
e dbepoty prime minister. THAI president etc.

the

—THAI

stones. At the very cenler
(where the Maharaja would
sit) the air is very cool. Just
sitting there gives one a
sense of power and pride
that man has indeed, to a
certain extent, been able to
conguer nature.

Apart from the ancient
relics the true attraction of
Jaisalmer lies in it's desert!
sand dunes. An hour's ride to
the west on a jeep will take
you there. If you want you can
stop at the occasional village'
with it's low mud huts hud-;
dled close together as if
shrinking away in sh‘irnt!sr
from the sun. -

Leaving the village as you
go further west you make a’
striking discovery. The vil-:
lages suddenly cease to exist.
The shrubs become fewer,
and far between. At this peint,
you might catch the occa-
sional glimpse of a sand dune.
Then a time comes when all
you can see is sand. If you feel
really adventurous you can
stop the jeep and finish the
remaining part of your jour-
ney on camel. You are sure to
find men with camels waiting
on the road. side. The Indian
camel has one hump and can
carry two persons. The camel
kafela will take you through
the sand dunes at a leisurely
pace. You will surely be
stunned by the vast expanse
of uninhabited dunes. [t is a
wonderful experience to
watch the sand waves which
are blown in by wind. In local
lingo these waves are called
Barikchan .

Finally the sam sand dunes
come into view. These dunes
are very high and they look as
il some gigantic hand has just
scooped up some sand in
order to build them. It's great
fun to run up and down the
craters. A lot of tourists are
“eN T around here. If
the journey hasn't already
drained all your energy out

then start walking until you
find yoursell stranded on a
lone sand dune.Lie there on
the cool sand and watch the
sun go down. It's amazing to
see the color of the sand
change as the sun slowly sets.

If you arrive early then you
can hire some camels and go
on a small safari. The camel
herders will take you along
the sand dunes until you
reach the India-Pakistan bor-
der. If you are a very roman-
tic then I'm sure you would
like to spend a night at the
sam sand dunes. A tourist
lodge has been built in the
middle of no-where, by the
government. It beoasts all
modern conveniences inciud-

A bar
m‘Jainninwr is a relatively

new l(ourist spot. The
Rajasthan Tourist Authority is
actively promoting it as a ma-
jor tourist attraction. So if
you want to avoid the horde
of tourisis that are soon going
to mar it's sanctity, you bet-
ter siart soon



