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ROSHANTA Karmakar's
exhibition en Banga-
bandhu at the Gallery

was something that the

young artist was aspiring for a
long time, his being the first
solo exhibition on the sen-
sitive subject. Artists like

Shahabuddin have dealt with

the subject but no one so far

has devoted an entire theme
on a single exhibit. Proshanta

has been working on the

t for seven months. The
-display included etchings on

paper.
etchings and acrylic works,

the last prevailing over the

rest as there is more fun
playing with colours,” as the

artist puts it. There were 35

displays in all, and the app-

roach varied from semi-abs-
tract 1o realistic. "The exhibi-

tion was geared at the com-

mon man.” Proshanta explai-

ned.

The artist had been inti-

midated about twtn!:g oul

stuch .ot exhibiton nit il;ﬂil.i- |

cal pressures have nol dau-
nted him. “| believe that we
got our freedom quickly eno-
ugh because of Bangabandhu.

However., I am personally
generally apolitical.”
Among his exhibits,

Proshanto had "distant call”
which focused on a pregnant
woinan done in turquois in
the forefront in a semi ab-

silk screen photo

Recalling the Recent Past

by Fayza Haq

wiract inanner. She was a wife
waiting for her man Lo return
from Lhe battle field. The
hackdrop was a beautiful me-
lange of grey and salmon
pink in which was an im-
posed impression of a stem
of fern. i was a circular
moon o Lthe right w lend the
element of romance. Further
circles of white, grey and
brown. Fragments of newspa-
pers completed the compo-
sition. The detailed work on
the woman drove home the
fact that she was pining for

the comfort of the company

ol her husband.

"History-5" had the face of
a bearded father, There was a
pile of corpses to the right.

There was the face of the
other parent to the centre,
obviously frightened by all
that she has seen of the
Liberation War. Near the cen-
tre was the upright hand of
the viectorious [reedom

Hahiler  Neatin RETE
image ol a large vrow, a bird
which one olten came across
during the struggl

L S, T R o

e for inde-
pendence. The dark bold im-
ages had a soft setting. There

was aquamarine with shades -

of while and yellow. The pho-

.tographic images depicted

well the suflering and effort

that went into (he Liberation

Wiar. and the sacrilices thai

the country had to make

The face of the grieving
father was seen once more in
"Endless Waiting”. On his face
was seen an envelope. This
was pasted and the print was
juxtaposed on ft. letter
in the envelope represented
the son who had left home at
the call of Bangabandhu —
during the Liberation period.
The green and white in the
background consisted ol
newspaper clippings of that
time. This too brought in_the
theme of sacrifice by the
COMIMOon mar. i

"Victim of lust”., woodeut
etching brought in a women
who was beautiful but at the
same (ime very desolate and
sunk in doldrums. This was
done with a three-dimen-
sional effect. The outlines of
the face and bosom had been
done in a suggestive manner.
It was semi-realistic and had
the child liké touch of the
naive artists. The picture was

ot dull o s adthoue
the theme was apparently a
sonibre one of mistreatment
ul women. The colours used
were gold and pink, touched
with grey.

"Freedom". a woodcut, is
again not totally realistic.
Images of flying birds are
embossed and appeared al--
most luminescent. At the sa-
me time the doves appeared

like some newspaper college.
The painits used ranged from
green to gold. Images of four
~lieets of newspaper were
1ised to balance them. These
luo. were again., embossed.
I'hese were sketched in with
hars, circles and swirls of
volours. The buoyant colours
brought in the element of
happiness conteptment and
passion of Liberation.

‘History 1" had four scen-
v~ amalgamated into a single
whole. These were images of
[leprivation, death and war-
lLire — people amassing toge-
ther with hunger, piling of co-
rpses, parades with upright
tnivonets. On the fourth rec-
tahgle Bangla alphabets were
- iI1ered. Liberation was sh-
owll as a struggle for the
prople s language. This had
wotr an award in '92 at the
Shilpakala Academy.

Almost like an image in
gold was seen the shadow of
the proud f[ather of 'the
*muktijoddha” in the back-
ground in® “Flame of
Freedom”. In front was seen
Lhie book of the freedom
lichter and by its side was

i

placed a candle. The father's

face was ablaze with pride

over his son’s great sacrifice
ol life for the country.

There were many por-
traits of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and one ol the most

impressive .one was “Leader
of the Peopl™..The portrait
with mous and specta-

cles was Suggested on the
background, which was cov-
ered with dollops of colour —

mainly red anﬁ green.

In "Bridge” — I, Il and i1l _
the artist had brought in the

leader making peace with
leaders of other countries
suich as France. India and the

‘Soviet Uniton. just alter the

Liberation War. The images
are blyrred newspaper t:lﬁjk
ping ones done one si
screen, orarige, red and
green aleng with black had
been used in profusion. '

Proshanta has partici-
pated in many overseas ex-
hibit and this is his-third solo
show in the country, earlier
ones being held at Faridpur.
his home town. and at Alli-
ance Francaise (Dhaka):
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Tribute to Stepn Spender

byhﬂtlﬂ‘ledmt

HE Bishwa Sahiiya
Kendra recently held
a memorial
on Siephen Spender, Lhe
front-ranking British poet,
who died on July 16. 1995 at
a London hospital. He was 86.

Jakaria Shirajee at the
meeting presenied the
keynote paper on Spender.
better known as Oxford Poet.
Poet Abdul Mannan and
writer Khandakar Majharul
Karim took part in the dis-
cussion on the paper pre-
sented on the poet ol
the thirties. Professor Zillur

Stephen Ender (1 909 95)

Shirnjec in his paper says,
there are somré poets ot

writers, in every age, wheo are
— rightly or wrongly — con-,_
sidered as the représentative
of their age or times.
Spender is one such poet
whao is generally regarded as
the voice ol the tumultuous
Ihirties. tle is also labelled as
the Shelley of the generation
of thirties, the Rupert DBruke
ol the age of Crisis. The liter-
ary movemeni thatceniredon
W H Auden, Spender was the
liero of it and always at the
ventre stage of all the activi-
Lies.

Inn his remarkable book on
the time of tribulation prior
and leading to the Second

Towards Nocturnal Tranquillity

‘and After

BOOK REVIEW

KHTAR ihuud is 4 Ma-
rxist by heurt but has
firm bheliel in the alier-
world, Among his occupa-
tions are leaching. NGO
services. businkss executive

in romparison with the vast
circle described by the sun.
andd let him wonder at the
i+t that this vast circle is it-
«if but a very fine point in

comparison with that de-

“h“u\“dhﬂ

by Akhtar Ahmad

First Ed. June, 1985. Published by Shahida Khanam.

Price Tk 25.00.

and al umes odd jobs. Was au
athiete in his voung days and
wow is in his mid forties.
This is his first effort as a
poet. He old aboul his poetic
utterances in a lucid poem:

‘The najure sSyn-
chronized /With my
thoughi./As /] made an

unutiered paet/With the
rivers. meuntains. Ii(rees.
birds. etc./Which betrayed
me in iis due course./ls the
nature as helpless as 1|
am?/Mavbe ves, may be
titlke of the pociu is: The Gist
Of My Foem

scribed by the stars in their
revolution round the [irma-
inent. But if our view be ar
rested there, et our imag-

nation pass beyond. it will
sooner exhaust the power of

Mallarme wrote: Poetry is
written with words. Dot
ideas.’ The poems of Akhtar
Ahmad have so many under-
tones. form and 'content.

concet and notions have
(used cybernetically but
keeping all the esthetical

observations in mind

The poet has made his
rrysiallized thoughts sparkie
and scintillate, tantalize and
enlighten, all at the same
time. The reader of the
alorementioned book would
lind it somewhat sophisti-
cated but there is an expres-
sion called poetic-licence. Mr
Akhtar nevér overuses this
tenet .

There are minor printing
mistakes. No praise will be
adeguate about the cover de-
sign and illustrations by
Chandrasekhar Dey. We hope
that this book will be well-
received by the readers. Our
only wish is that Akhtar
Ahmad may enrich us by be-
ing more prolific

Kereerwd by
Syed Faizur Rahman

Jakaria Shirajee presenting his keynoie paper.

World War "The Thirties and
After”, Spender wrote,
Shirajee mentioned. "It was
the decade when young writ-
ers constiously involved
Lhemselves in politics.” And
it was also the time Spender
identified’ as 'spiritually bar-
renn. The age, in Spender's
illustrious contemporary W H
Auden's phrase is "The Age of
Anxiety'. Spenders poems
are replete with themes,
Shirajee observed, of unem-
ployment. politigs, restless-
ness and a sensé of aimless-
ness which dfe also the iden-
ufving marks of the time.
The result was a sort of lone-
liness and one would defi-

nitelv encounter the images
of loncliness that comes as a
leitmiotif in his poems. Poet
Mannan Syed discussing on
the late poet explained how
ithe Bengali poets of the six-
ties, including himsell, were
influenced by Spender and to
what extent.

Siddique in his presiden-
tial speech said Spender
throughout his life brooded
over the fate of mankind. And
he always believed that the

greatest power of man is his
love for his fellow human be
ing. Siddigque read pul a

number of poems by Spender
before rounding off.

Book News

A ve in Deve-
lopment: Gender Focus
by Raana Haider, Publi-
shed by the University
Press Limited

The study of women and
development in a gender
perspective is the re-exami-
nation of the myth that de-
velopment is gender blind:
that the trickle-down bene
fits of developmeni equally
reach women and men; and
the assumption that all
household members enjoy
the same henefits and the
same constraints: the intra
household aHocation of re-
sources being equal. In fact,
gender bias at the macro-
level development and at the
mijcro-level household unit is
pervasive and manifests itself
in the differential allocation
of the benefits of cash. food,
education, training. credit.
land title and health care.
Gender in development fo-
cuses on the relationship be-
tween availability of resources
and accessibility to those re-
SOUTOPS.

A Perspective in
Development: Gender Focus
analyzes the interrelationship
between women and devel-
opment. its manifestation on
the lives of women in devel-
oping countries and the un
derlying imporiance of em
powering women for sustain-
ahle development. The book

=

A PERSPECTIVE
IN DEVELOPMENT

Gender Focus

as an intrpduc-
her resource ma-

is envi
tion and
terial for policy-makers, aca-
demicians, researchers and
students of development.

The author, Raana Haider
is a sociologist, lectures in
Women and Development at
the Cairo Demographic Cen-
ler (CDC) 1994-1995. She
was a member of the Bang-
ladesh delegation teo tLhe
international Conference on
Population and Development,
Cairo, 1994. She has pub-
lished a number of articles on
population, development and
environment linkages and
gender issues, including wo-
men s role in development,
womern and the envisonment
and the feminization of po-

verty
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A Novel Effort

by A Staff Curreu_pondent

he other day artists ol
the Bangladesh

Freedom Fighting Art-

ists’ Association met alter
iearly twenty- -four years of its
inundation. In the day's of the
liberation war, they inspired
the freedom-loving pébple in
the training camps, liberated
rones. and refuge camps
through their songs; puppet
show and other events.

. Participants at the meet-
g included Benu Mahmud,
441 shaheen
.| | Bhatacharya,
{f | Swapan Chowdhury, Naila

Samad, Bipul
Tareq Ali.
Khan,

Milia Ali, Sharmeen

1 Morshed, Lubna Mariam and
\Mloshad Ali. Their discussions

were recorded ‘in cassette
and cameras for the packag
magazine programme "Tom

I*are Thekai Matha’ to be
ivlecast by Bangladesh

Television produced by the

organisation, "A Demain."
Apart from the gossips of
the artists, the subject of the
programme included a re-
stored' document: on the lib-

eration war from the USA.:

Noted US producer Liar

Levin filmed the happenings -

of the liberation war in 1971
coming all the way from his
country. For this programme,

4n interview of Levin had
been arranged in New York'
From the footage of Liar Levin
and having procured docu-
ments from various coun-
iries, Tareq and Cathrine
Masud have produced "Sengs
of the Freedom". Interview

of these#atter two, story of

the pictures and other rare
pictures will be contained in

the package programme,

Novelist Hasnat Abdul Hai has
initiated the effort of writing
a novel basing on the Artists’

———— m
Association, Levin's work and
Songs of the Freedom. I an

interview he has mentioned
about this,

Many documents_of nur
liberation war aré m
over in many countries
number of persondlities
viewed in this programme
how those could be retrieved.

This is the first package
magazine programme of 'A
Demain'. This organisation .
has decided to undertake
regular programmes on many
untold events of the libéra-

" tion war of 1971.

The work on "Tomar Pare -
Thekai Matha" will hc ending
this month.

e

. . TELEVISION

small chlld is kid-

napped and held for
. ransom by a criminal
“Jake Traxler (Anthony
Dean Fields). But, just as the
money is delivered, Traxler
suspects that police are in
the area, and kills the child.
He escapes with the money,
but his accomplice and girl-
friend, Lorna Biggs (Terry
Donahoe), is captured by the
police. Though she is wrongly
accused of the childs mur-
der, hxq_a refuses to testify
against 'Traxler. Therefore it
is nearly impossible to prove
him guilty.

Dﬁark Justice: "JallBant"

ﬂrm e Abbatt {Nickj'

Time Trax: "M.1.A"

ARIEN Lambert s (Dale
Midkiff) physical pr-
owess in capturing a
fugitive impresses Ev Rankin
(Ronny, Coxl. a bystander. Ev
asks Darien to help rescue
Ev's son, John (Nigue nee-
dles), who was taken as 4

prisoner during the Vietnam .

War. Sympathetic to the old
man, Darien suspends his
fugitive retrieval activities to
accompany Ev to Cambodia.
In Cambodia. the sadistic
Colonel Tenn (Francois Chau)
keeps John captive, torturing
and starving him. Tenn sends
a videotape of John to the US
Embassy and demands a ten
million dolar ransom for his
release. Darien's computer-
ized companiori, Selma (Eliz-
abeth Alexander]). searches

her history files and reports
that although the payment
will be made by a US cor-
porate entity, John will be
killed anyway. Darien must

Dalc Midkiff (Lambert)
hurry to find John and save
him before Tenn receives the
Money.

Selma locates the former
commander of North Vietna-
mese prisoner-of-war opera-
tions General Vinh (Terry
Woo). He tells Darien and Ev
that Tenn stole John and
took him to Cambodia after
the war. Using a map drawn
by General Vinh, Darien and
Ev travel by boat to Tenn's
compound. But Tenn sees
them coming and shoots a
missile at their boat., des-
troving it. Darien and Ev dive
off and hide. Believing they
are dead. Tenn leaves. Then
Darien and Ev continue to
the compound,

Tennp is notified that the
ransom money is deposited
in his bank account, and he
prepares to kill Jehn. At that
moment, Selma simulates the
sound of gunfire near the

compound. This diverts Tenn
and his troops while "Darien
and Ev free John and return
o the river. As Darien breaks
the chain mooring one of
Tenn's powerboats. Tenn ap-
pears and points a gun at
Darien. Ev dropped his gun
during the rescue so he is
unable to help. But John,
hidden from view. reaches
the boat's mounted machine
gun and shoots Tenn dead.
Darien, Ev and John
speed away in Tenn's boat.
eveniually reaching the bor-
der and freedom. Ev thanks
Darien for saving Johin. Dar-
ien is grateful to Ev for tea
ching him about fatherly love,

e

which the orphaned Diirien

never experienced himself.
On Wednesday (30-8-95) at
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Jundge  Nicholas “"Niek™
Marshall's (BRUCE ABBOTT)
friend, Kelly Cochran [Janet
Gunn), investigates the case
and realizes Traxler is guilty.
Relly volunteers io pose as a
prisoner and share a cell
with Lorna. Kelly plans to tell
Lorna that Traxler is also
Kelly's lover. Then Lorna will
testify against Traxler in a
jealous rage. Nick's loyal fri-
ends Arnold "Moon" Willis
(Dick O'Neill) and Jericho
'Gibs" Gibson (Clayton P?.ﬂ—
ce) give Kelly information
about Traxler's private life. so
her story will be convincing.

When Traxler poses as a
guard and breaks into prison
to free Lorna. she turns on
him. believing thal he has he-
trayed her with Kelly. A riot
breaks out in the prison. So-
on the police arrest Traxler
for murder, with the help of
testimony frﬂm the h-itl‘.t:r
].urna <
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England.

Lipon arrival in the new land Squanto manages a
daring escape. His journey leads him to a seclusive band

ol monks.

Intially the leader of the monks doesn't held Squanto
in high esteem. Squanto finds a friend who is l:a.gl:r to
learn about the Indian's origins.

Gradually he is accepted by all and sundry. In fa¢t he
teaches them a thing of two. Now two years have passed
and he is feeling homesick. Sensing this the monks make
arrangements for his passage home.

Squanto finds home is not what it used to be like. The
lirst white pilgrims have begun setting up séttlements.

Cobb narrates the true account in the life and times of
the probably the meanest ever player to don a baseball
Tv Cobb. Tommy Lee Jones plays the part to

perfection.

Despitd being the first Hall of Famer,
dishing out frequent rascist and nasty remarks,
swinging his fists often overshadowed his personal
“milestones. Hence he was the player crowds would love

tor

10 hate,

Even in his final davs he loved to womanise and was

[ascinabed by guns.

A budding journalist Robert Wuhl has the task of
dlorifving Cobb for what he was not in Cobb's biography.
Though Wuhl is determined ito give the facts so he
devises a method of compling 1o consirasting versions.

Vlewmg Video

by Lenin Gani

'Sf,uu:mm A Warrior's Talc is the story of a young Indian.
Suianio (Adam Beuch) is about to be married. However .,
what was 1o be the proudest moment in his life is rudely
interrupted when a group of foreign bounty
kidnap him and @nother Indlan and take them back to

hunters

his reputation

ENGLISH !
Name Type Cast -
1. Andre (True Keith Carradine/Tina
story) Majorino/ Chelsea Field
2. SN set (Act /  Peter Weller/Lori ‘Singer/ Alex-
Grill Thriller) andra Paul/John Rhys-Davies I
3 The Thing (Scifi/ Kurt Russell
(Dir : John Heorror)
Carpenter)
4. Incident at {Act/Adv) Michael O'Keefe/Ed Begley
Deception ' Jr/Linda Purl
Ridge
5 Fence (Drama) Stacy logan Billy Wirth
6. Rollerblade [Act/Adv)
Warriors
HINDI
Name - Type Cast
I. Dil Ka Doctor (Comedy] Anupam Kher
2. Hum Dono (Rom /Act) Rishi Kapoor/
* Pooja Bhatt/
Nana Patekar
3. Ajeeb Dastan (Musical/
Hain Hai Rom)
4. Duets All The Way Vol-3 [(Romantic
(Film Fair Video Presen- Melodies)

: tation)
5. Naya Nagme
Vol-35

Source: Film Fair Hdmnndmduh




