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A Trip to Disneylandz:
Land of Fun, Thrill and Fantasy
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HIS Disneyland. is in
the serene orange gr-

I oves ol stretching

over 50 acres ol land near

Anaheim in southern Cali-
flornia in the USA. | recently
visited this wonder-world of
Mickey Mcouse., the brain-

child of the great imaginer
Walt. Fun and adventure are
exuberated there to such
extremity. and amusement
and Lhrill are generated to
such an extent that it has
been properly designated as
"The Happiest Place on
Earth .

Walt Disney was a man
who was a child at heart. It
was typical of him that when
he first bought his electric
train sel at the age of 46, he
sel il up in a room next to his
office so that he could play
with it in his spare time.
Once he went to a park with
his children who were feel-
ing bored. There the idea
came (o his mind to make a
place lor them lo play in. He
said. '1 want a land. to be
maost of all a happy place — a
place where adults and chil-
dren can experience to-
gether some wonders of life,
of adventure. and feel better
because of it".

The treasures he left will
endure to enlighten and en-
tertain may generations to
come. He was original in cre-
ating laughter and probably
did more to heal or at least to
soothe more troubled human
minds than all the psychia-
trists of the world did. He
had taught us that the Beast
is also beautiful and his ani-
mated characters the
Mickey Mouse. his sweel-
heart Minnie Mouse and
many others with their exag-
gerated limbs and crunching
voices have made them the
mos! enjoyable play-mates of
all the children.

Walt Disney lirst intro-
duced a charming and playful
character —Steamboat Willie,
the first synchronised car-
toon with sound. in his
garage in Los Angeles. Willie
was renamed as Mickey

Mouse which won the hearts
of all the kids. As Lhe creator
" of this (riendliest mouse,
Walt had become the most
$opular legendary figure in
the entertainment world. His
vision of making a Wonder-
World for the children came
true with the opening of

‘live Television Special of 90
minutes. The enthusiasm
thus created resulted to a
dafly line of visitors that

Street Cart, from a colossal
aclliope to a jazz band. It has
the sounds of laughter and
the sights of smiling faces of
cartoons everywhere. This
Magic Kingdom is divided
inie many sections, such as.
The Main Street USA, The
Adventureland, New Orleans
Square, The Frontierland.
The Fantasyland. The Tomo-
rrowland and the |ast
creation is The Mickey s
ToonTown.

Main Street USA

This is the main entrance
of the . As | val-
ked down the Main Street
USA. | saw thousands of jolly
children with special Donaild
Duck Hats and Minnie Mouse
dresses on and coloured
balloons in hands were pila-
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Disneyland: Mainstreet

Insel:
Toon Town

sounds were from a time
when life was as leisurely as a
ride pn a Horse Drawn Street
Cart. There we rode a shiny
old-fashioned fire engined
Railway manufactured in
1894 and rebuilt for Disney-
land In the late 1950's and
experienced the joy of reca-
Iling past American history
Along with many child-riders
we enjoyed sugar plum lolli-
pops and luscious chocolates
with other treats flavoured
with childhood memories.
Its hanking horn, saxophone
and marching band enter-
tained al every sireet cor-
ners. Every sight and sound
on this Main Street has made
us all feel evergreen in mind,

and every details of Iits
architecture recreates a
beautiful past

The Adventureland

Adventure reigns supreme
in this area. As we siarted on
the famous Jungle Cruise
through the rivers the beat of
native drums and the cries of
strange beasts echoed
around. On our way we visited
the Enchanted Tiki Room

Mickey's friends greeting visitors at

where funny feathered
friends and Tikis entertained
us with sweet chirping sound
of music. The whole scenario
looked like a tropical par-
adise. The Swiss Family Tree
House enchanted us with the
spirit of adventure. It is like
the treetop house of the
Robinson family when they
were shipwrecked on a de-
serted isle. This tree house
fantasy has been cleverly
equipped with an indigenous
waterwheel as had been done
by Robinson. This Tree House
is a fanciful tribute to
Robinson and to his kind of
life style everybody dreamt of
as a child and some even
yearn in their adult lives.
This Jungle Cruise is the
highlight of the Disneyland
experience where we had to
be daring enough to brave
charging hippos, hungry alli-
gators and splashing ele-
phants. Guide's funny com-
ments were also no less en-
joyable. There in the
Aladdin's Oasis we enjoyed an
animated live show of the hit
movie 'Aladdin and his

Wonder Lamp' which had
won two Oscars and had
eamed a fortune at the box
office. Then we watched the
Live Show of another hit
movie, Beauty and The Beast.
It is the most lavish and
spectacular musical presenta-
tion ever produced. In the
Bengal Barbecue Centre we
had a lunch with barbecued
meats and eastern speciali-

ties, fresh fruits and vegeta-

bles with our fresh tropical

mosphere of New Orleans
Square, a place as beautiful as
a mopnlit night in an island
full of Caribbean pirates. As
the Jungle Cruise salled by
the twinkling lights of the
famed Blue Bayoy Restaurant
we entered into a
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r:hlmhu' put. A blﬂmnm full
of transparent dressed
dancers. We all shivered with
fear in this show of horror.
Then in the Splash Mountain
.we enjoyed the wildest and
wettest experience as we
passed by the area and
dashed against the waterfalls.
There suddenly we headed
downward straight to a five-
storey-splash-down and were
thrilled.

of Walt Disney, with the apimated cartoon characters in its Adventureland,  Tye Frostiesiand
and ToonTown, and of course lots of laughter, still perhaps the world's most enjoyable

Here riding on the Big
Thunder Mountain Railroad
we had passed through mines
and it was the wildest ride.
Then we boarded on a Mark
Twain Riverboat, a stately
steam-powered stern-
wheeler which gently cruised
on the Rivers of America and
gave us the adventures just
like Mark Twain's young
heroes enjoyed. We also saw
the old American sailing ship
Columbia which is a replica
of the first one to circle the
globe. In the Shooting Arcade
one can shoot up the birds on
the hill. In the Big Thunder
Ranch we saw the old-west-
homestead featuring a log
cabin. horses stables and
pets’ yard. Then boarding on
ralts we enjoyed a short trip
to Tom Sawyer Island across
the river to the fun with bal-
ancing rocks. secret caves
and a barrel-bridge.

Fantasyland

This enchanted realm is
the heart of the Disneyland.
This is a Small World where a
child can satisfy all his child-
hood fantasies. Here all the
Cartoon characters act as
goodwill ambassadors. sing
hopeful songs for the visitors
of all ages to prove that little
things can make a world of
entertainment for all.

- Sleeping Beauty Castle is the

centr® of this Fantasyland,
where every corner is full of
magic and dream-come-true.
In this Castle all the ani-
mated classic [ilms O6f Walt
Disney come to three dimen-
sional life. There we enjoyed
the famous film Alice In The
Wonderland and saw the ac-
tivities of her seven dwarfs.
Then we rode the most mag-
ical ride on the Flying
Elephant which tunped and
glided in ornately curved
and painted splendour. The

.ornamented horses displayed

there reminded us of the el-
egani:e of yesterday. Then we

13 a run-away fun on
thf: ig Thunder Mountain
Railroad. It took us racing
through a collapsing mine,
past rockslides, varmints and
wild western scenery. After
this rip-roaring ride we en-
joyed frontier style live-
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'Tdon't wantthe‘puic to see the world they live
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in while they're in the Park, I want them to feel
they are in another world."
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' “asteroids, spaceships,

all the pageantry of Dim
land to the Tomorrowland,

which is a high-tech land of
the future world. There we:
took a most sophisticated |
travel by submarines and
starships which took us from |
the ocean depths to outer
space. There we visited some |
famous places on 'Earth at
Clreic Vision' and toured the
galaxies on Space Mountain.
hoai'l'ﬂ TOUR: Then we
rded on the Starspeeder:
3000 for galactic gasps on
Star Tours, based
Lucas' famed film
Pilot took us past
dﬂl"
fights and through the Death
Star's Chasm. He did all these
with a strong blnst to our
nerves. .
MICHAEL JACKSON
SHOW: Then we watched a 3-
D musical spectacular with

dazzling photography and

special effects done by
Michael . Jackson. He as
Captain EO led a hilarious

crew who brought colour and

music to a dark planet. This
Show was really exceptional
and most enjoyable one.

After Dark Fantasmic

When the sun sets, the .
soft dusk lights bloomed

twinkling along Main Street,
casting a futuristic glow over
the whole Disneyland. The
colourful lights of the Space
Mountain high above, candile
lit tables of New Orleans'
Square and the Electrical
Parade on the Street trans-
fixed our eyes with thousands
of tiny coloured lights.
Bouquets of fireworks blos-
somed over the Sleeping
Beauty Gastle. Before our eyes
Disneland revealed another
beauty touched with unfor-
gettable enchantments. Moon
light and the hot sound of
music fjlled the air of
Tomorrowland. On the Rivers
of America boat lights glim-
mer, while lights twinkle as
the big bands play.
Disneyland at night is a cele-
bration of music and light

the visitors to ex-

plorgé its magic and enﬂl:iug
all its kids to linger longer to
wa the Fantasmic at 10:00

pm. It is a most fantastic and
thrilling spectacular combin-
ing all the Disney characters,
musi¢, dances and state-of-
the-art illusions for the most
elaborate presentation in the

history of human n.
Lasers, black lights, fire-
works, and images on huge

Mhuﬁi on page 10

HE story of this
I museum began with
a passion. For twen-
ty—five years, Jean-Paul Fav-
and, an antique-dealer speci-
alised in fairground objects,
patiently put together a
collection of wooden horses,
swings ghost-trains, stands,
shops. games, puppets, rides
and other curiosities in a
kind of shed in the suburbs.
This made him realise the
great variety of fairground art.
Thousands and thousands of
merry-go-rounds had been
manufactured before 1900.
"This art had been neglected
Jor a long time, as fairground
folkk were not very well con-
sidered.” Jean-Paul Favand
notes. “Yet, fairground busi
nesses were one of the
biggest industries of the 19th
century. MerTy-go-Tou-
nds. which were enormous.
required twenty railway wa
gons o move them!”

A Strange place for
Fantastic Creations

He became¢ obsessed with
the idea of finding a museum
for the finest of these no-
madic monuments. Today, he
has succeeded. Complete
merry-go-rounds in working
order, lottery stands, shoot-
ing ranges, the facades of
special attractions and huge
sculptures, 1,522 items in
all, have been perfectly inte-
grated a former factory
3.500 m* whose stone
walls and high*ceilings add to
the strangeness of the place.
They attract the public and
the media and even drew
Japanese television. There
are plans for exhibiting part
of the collection abroad. "Me-
rry-go-rounds were bullt in
India. in China and in Mexico
and there are similar mus-
ewns in many countries sach
as the United States. Ger-
many . Belgium and Holland.
Bwt what distinguishes us is
the particularly extensive and
meticulous restoration that
we have carried out.” Jean-
Paul Favand explains.

The Favand collection
covers the period from 1850
to 1950, an important time
in decorative fajgground art

'A Museum for Fairgrounds

by Sylvie Thomas

Ladies and gentlemen, the first French fairground mu-
seum has opened in Paris. You will be able to admire the
most original stands and the strangest merry-go-rounds
which were the star attractions in fetes for a century.
takes us back to the nostalgic history of 3 world of play, =romantic, fantastic or buirles-

poetry and dreams.

which was also a European
art before it was considered
as such. In 1900. fairground
artists worked in firms em
ploying several hundred peo
ple. Bayol in Angers. Freder
ch heyn in Neustadt. Alexa
ndre Devos in Gand and
Savage in Kings Lynn took up
the great stylistic features ol
architecture such as columns

e

with capitols. corniches, aca-
nthus leaves, shells, baroque-
style medallions and Louis XV
or Art Nouveau,

The merry-go-rounds we-
re built around a theme or a
scenario such as the bicycle
merry-go-round, the cow
merry-go-round. ocean-wa-
ves, Russian mountains. etc.
All the talent of fairground

H !

' over Europe.

<| dle Ages at which tumblers,
3 .f: jugglers and actors perfor-

- middle classes

values and discovered a new
s world of leisure with the fun-
fair, its gilt, its lights and its

creators lay in their skill to’

e

make decors based on repe-
tition, enormous size, elabo-
rate patterns and relations of
scale in order to attract the
spectator, to fascinate him
and reinforce the attracti-

veness and illusion. And their |

que creations travelled all

The 19th Century, the
Heyday of the
Fairground

The funfair originated in
the market fairs of the Mid-

med on raised platforms. For
a long time, the calendar of
fetes was based on that of the
Saints and religious comm-
emorations. The French Re-
volution broke this monopoly
by creating the Fete of Lib-
erty, of Fraternity and of
Progress, and then the
Republic. which gradually in-
troduced secularity, encour-
aged funfairs. In the middle
of the 19th century, the in-
flux of ‘peasants into towns
cut people off from their
roots. Workers and the lower
were sepa-
rated from their traditional

splendour . 1
Even today. acco to a
survey by the Ministry of Cul- .

more reason for l-jlnurnlr




