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Pabna AL leader
joins BNP
From Our Corre-pondent
PABNA. Aug 24: District
Awami League leader and

Pabna Pourashava chairman
Advocate Sheikh Shahidullah

Bachchu joined BNF today
along with several hundred
workers. The BNP. poura-
shava unit. organised a func-
tion at the local Banamah
Institute to accord a re-
ception to the new comers.

Cultural team
off to London

State Minister for Cul-
tural Affairs Prof Jahanara
Begum left Wednesday night
tor London “leading a 23
member cultural delegation
to a cultural festival in the

United Kingdom. The eight-
day long festival began yes-
lerday at the British capital.
hesides in London the dele
gation will perform cultural
programmes in Burmingham
Manchester and Glasgow, re-
poris BSS.

2 foreign trawlers
apprehended

CHITTAGONG. Aug 24
Bangladesh navy ship Umar
Farooq apprehended (wo
foreign trawlers from near
the St Martin's island today.
The navy ship apprehended
Lhe trawlers which had been
engaged in poaching inside
Bangladesh waters and ar-
rested 29 crew members, an
ISPR press release said, re-
ports BSS,

PLO, Israel sign
accord Sunday

CAIRO. Aug 24: Israel and
the PLO will sign an agree
et cight rmore
civillan  powers 1o the
Palestinians 41 a ceremony in
Cairo on Sunday. Egyptian
Foreign Ministry officials said
today. reports AFP.
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AMMAN. Aug 24;. RKing
Husscin ol Jordan signalled a
sharp shilt in relations with
Irag on Wednesday. accusing
Saddaan Hussein ol deceit
vl heaping abuse and suffer-
g o the dragl people, re-
ports AP )

i a 45-minute speech -on
state lelevision, King Hussein
threw has weight behind Lt

(e Hussein Kamel al-Majid,
Saidldam’'s son-in-law and
forimer close aide who dde-

fected (o Jordan on August 8
and has called for the Iraqi
leader's overthrow.

Without criticizing Sacd-
Aam by name. the King's spe-
voh sceemed 10 be a warning

ithat he could sever ties with

lragg i1 it continues with
policies he considers harmful
Lo Jordan arnd the Arab world.

The king stopped short of
~cverting relations with Bagh-
weadd i said he will not close
Jordan s border with Irag.

He =aid that al-Majid had
opcued his eyes Lo the true

nature of the Baghdad
| regime, considered one of
the most repressive in the
region. which Jordan has

quppurtﬁi o vears.,
Tlie 2It~.| lew days and iy

mectings with brother Hus-
~vin Kamel have helped
renove the cloud that has

hwen obscuring our vision for
a long time.” the king de-
clared '

The monarch said he was
tlismaved Lo learn from al-
Majid ithat Saddam had
planned to attack Kuwait and

KUWAIT CITY, Aug 24: The
last of 1,400 US troops arrived
here today for war games
aimed at deterring Saddam

from attacking Kuwait, a US

army spokesman said, reports
AFP. -

E-muFi Arabia.

e said he had also been
upsel that the lraqi leader-
ship had repeatedly deceived
brians.

King Hussein said that the
lragi  people’'s suffering

."-.rli"lnlllt-{t iot just from the

devastating UN trade sanc-
tions imposed on that coun-
ity alter Saddam invaded

Kuwail i August 1990, "bul .
also from the practices that

have deprived Iragi citizens

ol 1the most basic human
righits.”
"My bpother. Ltd. Gen.

Hiussein Kamel, and hi'-'- |-iilTl-

@The Baily
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Jordan's veiled threat
to snap ties with Iraq |

ilv have removed the ambigu-
ity and provided an insight
into the real situation, suffer-
ing and pain in Iraq."” he said.

His remarks fell short ol
calling tor Saddam’s ouster.

The king's remarks could
irritate
ity Palestinian population,
which overwhelmingly sup-
ported the Iraqi leader for
his anti-lsraeli rhetoric dur-
ing the 1990-91 Gulfl crisis
over Ruowail

The king reiterated his
cull lor demoeratit’ referms
in lray. saying he hopes
waould like to see " balanced

and real pluralism’ in Iraq.
King Hussein, ,whose

Hashemite cousin King Feisal -

II ruled Iraq until he and his
[amily were slaughtered in a
1958 coup that ended the
monarchy, stressed that he
nurtures no ambitions to re-

gain his family's sovereignty
over Jordan's eastern neigh-

bour. :

The monarch, who
granted asylum to Al-Majid,
Saddam’s son-in-law, praised
thie Iraqi defector, who he
-iid is seeking 'a new dawn’
lor,_his homeland.
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Jordan's predomi-
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Move toﬁ'ee50
out of 3000
" detainees

By Staff Curreapondem

Some 3.000 Banglacdeshis,
who are passing their days in

various deterntion camps in

Malaysia. are least interested
lo come back home.

The Labour Secrelary
disclosed this at a press con-
ference yesterday. adding the
government freed 13 de-
tainees Lhis year and now
trying to rescue 50 others
immediately.

M Haroanur Rashid (oid

| newsmen that the detainees,

who became prey to recruit-
ment forgeries and lost ev-
erything at home just to
manage a job outside the
country., now find their fate
absolutely bleak.

"For the last one year. 1
mysell pursued a Bangladeshi
wninan, detained in Malaysia.
o return home. Bul, she

pondered what will she do
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Govt’

thkd KL s gn agreement

Manpower export now
at official level only

By Staff Cﬂrrespondent

H]I kinds of manpower ex-
port to Malaysia except maids
and shop-assistants will be
handled under a 'Govt to
procedure as . the
Malaysian government re-
cently decided to abolish the
role of private agencies in
recrufting rn&nrurwrr in that

Yy

_Stating this at a press
conference in the city yes-
terday, Dr Harunur Rashid,
Secretary of the Ministry of
Labour and Marfpower, said a
‘note of understanding’ was
signed between Bangladesh
and Malaysia on the 16th ol
this month and later on, the
Malaysian government would

sign a broad-based commen
agreement with all countries

who supply manpower to that

f.ﬂuﬂt-'l'\i'

Under the ‘Gﬂvt to Govt’
procedure, manpower re-
cruiting will be dealt by the
'Foreign Workers Taskforce’
of Malaysia and the Bangla-
tlesh Overseas Employment
el Services Limited” (BO-
" Sl salelv on behalf of the

fadCh bl GOVETTIIRERLS . Sl
the
lerence held at the cenfe-
rence room of the Bureau of
Manpower. Employment and
Training.

Malaysian authorities in a
decision on August 2 can-
celled licences of the private
recruiting agencies in that
country and assigned a task-
force under the Ministry of
Home Affairs of that country

=ee e s~ G0l ]

eoretary at the con- -

China jails US human rights

activist for spymg

BELJING, Aug 24: Chincse-
American Harry Wu. who
spent two decades in Chinese
prison camps and docu-
mented their abuses, was
convicted today of spying and
leaking state seereis. He was
sentenced o 15 years in

prison. reports AP
Unless the government
decides Lo Wu imme-

diately. the harsh sentence is
sure to further damage
China-US relations, already
reeling from disputes over
human rights. trade. nuclear
proliferation and arms sales.

China said Wednesday that
lies were at the lowest ebb
since they were established
in 1979.

The Wuhan Intermediate
People's Court, which tried
Wu. said he also would be ex
pelled from China.

Under the law, Wu should
serve his term . befere being
expelled, a court smar
who gave his name as Yang
Llold The Associated Press. He
spoke by telephome from
Wuhan in Hubei province,
abeut 1. 100 kilometers south

of Betjing.
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U'S human mghts activist Harry Wu listens at his tnal
iir the central Chinese city of Wuhan, in this photo shot
frem the Chinese state television evening newscast in

Bejing yesterday

— AFP/UNB photo
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Sports Reporter

The sixth Commonwealth
Youtllh Handball Champio-
nship gol underway at the
Mirpur indoor stadium in
the city vesterday.

Fintance Minister and
chairman ol the organising
conuiitiee M Saifur Rahman
inaugurated the week-long
meet,

See Page 8 Col 8

Deans, Syndicate

members of DU
meet PM

The newly elected Deans
of different faculties and
Syndicate members of the
Dhaka University yesterday
called . on Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia and dis-
cussed the university's aca-
demic activities,
LINB.

During the meeting at the
'M's oifice. Vice-Chancellor

Prof Emajuddin Ahmed, who |

led the teachers' delegation,
sald the university will be
reed from session jam in a
year.

Prol Ahmed said session
jam has already been reduced

and academiic atmospheré -

has improved in recent days
The educational environment

will improve further if the
leachers and guardians coop-

erate with the university au- |

thorities, he said.

Other members of the
delegation sought the Prime
Minister's help in increasing
research facilities and
studies,

Begum Zia said her gov-
vrnment attached topmost
priority to the education sec-
tor and allocated a substantial
portion of the national budget

See Page #ol 5
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RABIUL AWAL 27, 1416 HIJRI

Jjuugladeqh L-.l[]t-ﬂln ﬁltal Husuam trma tn fend off two English plzyers whnie_ the
on during the opening match of the 6th Commonwealth Youth Handball Championship at the Mirpur Indoor Stadium.
yesterday. The hosts pulled off a dramatic 21-17 win over the defending champions. (Details on Page 7) .
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'ns:tmg sklpper Kevin Lmdsey (7) looks

— Star photo by A K M Mohsin
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TLocal govt Bill to be
placed in JS

By Nazmul Ashraf

The government is plan-

-ning 1o enact laws for direct

election of public Yepresen-
tatives to run the Zila
Parishads, the district-level
local dovernment bodies,
wel-placed sources said.

A bill dealing with, among
vther aspects, (he composi-

tion and functions of the local '

dovernment bodies. I1s ex-
pleced  lu
Farliamem during its 21st

session scheduled to begin

o1l September 6, added the
sources in the Ministry of
Local Government and Rural
Pevelopment (LGRD),

When contacted lasi night,
LGRD Minister Abdus Salam
Talukdar conlirmed that his
ministry was preparing the
bill for introducing it in the
House during the coming
SESSIOnN.

The minister further said

that beftore the introduction

ol Lthe bill, . titled ‘“Local
CGovernment (Zila Parishad)
fAmendments] Ordinance
1988, the special parliamen-
tary committee concerned

‘would submit its report.

" The provision for direct
elections to the local gov-
ernment bodies is being con-
fomnapimiedh- 1o chest thes s
stitutional requirement of
ensuring people’'s represen-
tation in every tier of the
administration. one source
said. The BNP gopvernment
had earlier enacted necessary
laws to provide for direct
election of all the public rep-
reseintatives 1o run the coun-
lrv's lour cily corporations,
he pointed oul.

The treasurv _bench in the

SetPachCﬂl4

reports.

“and Prof Shapan Adnan

Experts critical of FAP
final draft report

By Rashed Mahmud Titumir

Experts vesterday criti-
cised the final draft of the
Bangladesh Water and Flood
Management Strategy
BWFMS), saying it hardly
iffered from the original
version ol the Flood Action
Man JFAP) and arguing that
it widuld not benefit the na-
it i

Three experts who had
been difectly or indirectly
involved 40 the traming ol the
AP giving their reactions to
The Daily Star on the [inal
(thealt ol BWFMS, termed it as
an "optical illusion”, with lit-
tle participation from the lo-
cal implementing agencies
in its formulation.

The experts — Prof Ainun
Nishat. Prof Z U Chowdhury
— ob-

siralegy
participa-

served that the
lacked people's
Lion

The linal draflt. an out-
¢omme ol a five-year 150 mil-
lion US dollars FAP studies
programune consisting a total
of 11 main and 15 supporting
studies. was presented at a
meeting on Wednesday with
the Prime Minister in the

¢

The linal draft of the five-
year sirategy, requiring Tk
4.500 crore for implementa-
tion. was described by the
participants in the meeting
as a "comprehensive and
goodd one which for the first
time” considered the coun-
lry's water and flood man-
agemernt.

The process of the FAP
was initiated following the
severe floods of 1987 and
1988 with the financial sup-
port of 15 donor countries.

- Prol Ainun Nishat, a water
respurces expert involved in
the FAP studies, expressed
his doubts about the pro-
jected cost estimates and
gquestioneds the capability of
the local implementation
agencies.

"l 'feel that the cost esti-
mates are premature, as the
policy is vet to be formulated
and the plans and pro-
grammes must wait till the
policies and strategies are

approved " he said. '
According (o him, the
draft documenl was pre-

See Page 8 Col 7

Sonia blasts Rao govt for 'going slow' on Rajiv murder case

AMETHI (India). Aug 24
The widow of former Indian
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
blasted the federal govern-
ment here today for not
speeding up investigations
into her husband's 1991 as
sassination. reports AFP.

Sonia Gandhi told a
30 000-strong public meet-
ing at her husband's oild
constituency of Amethi that
the central government was
going slow on the investiga-
Lion

"Even four years and three
months later. the investiga-
von mto Rajiv Gandhi s assas-
slow’ said the

ltalian-born Sonia speaking

| m haliing Hindi.

The comments were the
first direct attack by the

former premier's 48-year-old

widow on the government of
Prime minister P V Nara-
simha Rao since he ook
office after Gandhi's assassi-
nation by a suicide bomber.

Sonia Gandhi's eight-
minute speech and her criu-
cism of the Rao government
was greeted with thunderous
applause and anti-govern-
ment slogans at the massive
gathering in Amethi. wit-
nesses said

Sonia Gandhi, who arrived
here earlier today to epen a
medical camp. was accom-
panied by her daughter
Privanka who. however. did
ot speak at the rally

(lad in a lawn-cowured
saree, Sonia Gandhi in her
speech laced with political
overtones. described herself
as a member of the famous

Nehru-Gandhi dynasty which
had ruled India for more than
lour decades.

Her supporters repeatedly
shouted slogans halling Sonia
Gandhi as a saviour of the
country and the ruling
Congress (11 party. the wit-

nesses added

She said members of the
Gandhi family including
prime minisiers Jawaharlal
Nehru, Indira Gandhi and her
late husband. Rajiv. lived and
died for the country.

“The principles for which
they sacrificed their lives are
being put to the test today
said Sorua. who married Rajn
in 1968 when he was a air
line pilot, 1n an appareni
criticism of the 74-year-old
R

Congress activists de-

scribed Semnia Gandhi's
speech as an indication that
she was now been on a politi-
cal career.

"l believe that Sonia
Gandhi is interested in poli-
lics and will take to politics,”
said Arun Mallick., a Congress
activist from New Delhi.

Her visit to Amethi has
fuelled speculation that the
Nehru-Gandhi dynasty was
planning a political come-
back.

Amethi, from where Rajiv
Gandhi was twice elecied to
parliament. is now repre
sented by Petroleumn Minister
Satish Sharma. a friend of the
Gandhis who recently said he
was ready to quit his seat lor
Sonda's son. Rahul.

Congress officials say the
ruling party would be willing

to fleld Rahul from Amethi, a
largely rural constituency in
northern Uttar Pradesh,
India’'s most populous which
returns 85 MPs to the federal
legislature — the Lok Sabha

Sonia has repeatedly re-
fused to be drawn into poli-
tics since her husband. who
was prime minister from
1984 to 1989, was blown up
by a suicide bomber while
campaigning for elections.

But she wields enormous
clout in the Congress, India's
oldest political body, and its
leaders vie to meet her at her
secluded home in downtown
New Delhi.

The few times Sonia has
attended Congress meetings
along with Rao. she has been
cheered by party activists and
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Sonia Gandhi

Mali President
due today

A red-carpet reception is
awaiting President Alpha
Oumar Konare of Mali who
arrives in Dhaka this morning
o1l a three-day state visit, re-
ports LUNB.

The visit is taking place at
the invitation of President
Abdur Rahman Biswas and
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia.

President Konare will be
accompanied by his wife
Madame Adame Ba Konare.
. His 15-member

. rntﬂurﬁ:
aq-.,.w]n'.-'*ilnl-hﬂ.i-r ‘Mirtister

Rural Development and
Environment Modibo Traore.

Commerce and Informa-
tion Minister M Shamsul
Islam and Begum Shamsul
Islam will receive the
distinguished guests at the
Zia International Airport as
Foreign Minister A S M
"™ostafizur Rahman is now
abroad.

Airport formalities owver,

Hasina for
political
culture’

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Shei-
kh Hasina yesterday stressed
the need for establishing a
"democratic political culture”
in the country.

"We believe that this is
possible only if general eleec-
tions are held regularly under
a neutral caretaker govern-
ment during the next 15 or
20 years, the AL chief said.

Hasina said this while ad-
dressing a farewell luncheon
hosted by herself in honour
of the outgoing Egyptian
Ambassador to Bangladesh
Mohammed Kamal Emiligy
and Mrs Laila Emiligy at a
city restaurant.

The common man must be
able to freely exercise their
voling rights in an atmo-
sphere free from vielence,
intimidation and abuse of of-
ficial powers by the ruling
party. she said.

Hasina also said "The Chief
Election Commissioner has
now taken an ill-judged step
only to conlirm our worst
fears about his unsuitability to

See Page B Col 7

SAARC standing
body meets in
Delhi today

A two-day special session
of the SAARC Standing
Commiitee begins in New
Delhi tomorrow to discuss
measures for strengthening
the role of its secretariat, re-
porits UNB.

Foreign Secretary Faroog

Sobhan was scheduled to
leave iur the Indian capital
last night 0o attend the
meeting whose agenda also
include action programme
for poverty alleviation and
vouth awards.,

'he SAARC  Standing
Conunittee, the third tiet of
the seven nation regiomal fo-
rum. comprises the Foreign
Secretaries of all member
countries,




