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:Dhaka Day by Day
City's Vanishing Professional
Classes

by AS M Nurunnabi

He has a profession to practice. But he is Moti Mia has been practising his profes-
rarely seen in action in the mosaic pattern sion for the last 25 years. His age is some-
of the city's division of labour these days, where between 51 to 60. He lives in a slum
particularly in the new part of the city. across the Buriganga. He comes to his place

This refers to the class of street barbers. of occupation in the morning and continues
It appears that with urbanisation. he be- his work till late hours in the afternoon. He

comes a speciinen ol o decaving  proles claims himsell 10 be a barber of the poor, as
sional species - ' the people who
The maii are financially
causative facton | better off want to
for his gradual go to the hair

(ressing shops
lor their hair cut.
Similarly dis-
dppearing is an-
other class of
professionals in
the city, namely,
"dhobis"” or wash-
ermen. There
was a time when
laundry estab-
lishments in the

decay is the pro-
liferation of' hair
dressing saloons |
or shops all over |
the city. Previou- |
sly people of low- |
er classes, partic
ularly dav labou
rers. hawkers
petily  shopkee-
pers and ot-her
nuanual work-ers

used to patr .| city were few.
*onise the streel 4 There was a class
barbers. The § of washermen in
| situation has now | "W some select
. changed. Even § - | neighbourhoods.

| The members of
-1 this class had
- | their customers
mostly in the
neighbouring ar-
cas. They used to
visit the houses of
{ their customers
1 on a particular
- | day each week

=1 and collect the
clothes to be was-
hed and pressed.

| people of lower |
| social strata seem g
' lo prefer the hair [
idressing shops [
which are of a [JEES
varied character |
ranging ifrom the §
fashionable to the §
ordinary. The |
later category has |
won away most ol §
the customers ol
the street bhar

—Metropolltan

tto a child artist at a function in

sague, 36, arranged the ceremony to distribute
prizes among the winners of a chlldrens art Eump-atitiun to mmmamnrate the 20th

I spoke on the occasion.

death anniversary of Bﬂngahandhu : — Star photo
Seminar on
. : Starnp show bcgms Quayum's death
traffic jam in Rajshahi =~~~ condoled

A seminar on the traffic
jam was held at the Scouts
Bhaban auditorium in the city
yesterday, says a press re-
lease.

The Rotary
Club of Ramna fointly organ-
ised the seminar.

The seminar was co-
chaired by Rotary president
Magboolul Islam and Rotaract
president G M Musaddeak
Ringku.

Mahfuz Anam, Editor of
The Daily Star attended it as
chiel guest.

Azharul Islam, S M Ibra-
him Hussain Ujjal, Mosle-
muddin and Akhteruddin also

and Rotaract

RAJSHAHI, Aug 23: Mini-
ster for Post and Telecom-
munications Tariqul Islam
open the three-day Rajshahi
region postal stamps exhibi-
tion known as 'Rajshahi-pex
‘95" here at General
Office (GPO) premises. Postal
stamps of over one hundred
countiries are on display at
the exhibition.

Presided over by M Badiu-
zzaman, director general,
Bangladesh Post Office, the
function was also addressed
by Lytfunnessa Hossain, MP,
M Hafizuddin Khan, Seecr-
etary, Ministry of Post and
Telecommunication.

who
Post -

Foreign Secretary Farooq
Sobhan yesterday said that
Bangladesh envoy to Morocco
late Ambassador Abdul Quay-
um was a dedicated worker,
gave priority teo
achieving professional excel-
lence, reports BSS.

He was addressing a meet-
ing held in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs to condole the
death of Ambassador Quayum,
who died in the city of a
massive cardiac - arrest
Tuesday.

The condolente meeting
was addressed by former
Foreign Secretary A K H
Morshed,

; bers. There WEere
A rare speci | agreed rates for
men of this prol- Ltheir services and

g essional is "Moti Mia hailing from they used 1o deliver the laundered clothes

to the customers houses after a week or so.
They used to collect their dues from
the customers at the end of each
month. That arrangement used to work
smoothly.

In the changed situation, there are more
than one laundry establishment in every
neighbourhood. You go to the convenient
one with the load of clothes to be washed
and visit it again to collect the washed
clothes on a specified date. The class of
washermen, however, in reduced numbers,
are still there but they do not visit the indi-
vidual customers in their homes. Now
their dealings are with the laundry
shops. As newcomers are entering the
profession with their mechanical devices
for washing. the old class of washermen are
gradually disappearing. This is perhaps
one of the aspects of wide-ranging
changes affecting us as a result of new
ideas influencing our life style in many
spheres.

. Mymensingh. He has set up his trade at a
corner of a road junction dividing the old
Dhaka [rom its new part. A big tree provides
him protection from sun and rain. With its
-trunk he has fixed a wooden plank on which
] he arranges the tools of his trade. such as
isoap. shaving brush, razor. blade, scissors
*t"lf He has an old rickety chair which seats
his customer. When there are customers
§ awaiting. he keeps for them a small bench.
When the day's business is over, he keeps
'k Lthe chair and the bench chained to the
trunk of the tree. To protect the customer
Irom the fall-out of clipped hair, a piece of
red cloth is used to wrap around the upper
parl of the customer's body when the hair
'} dressing Is in progress.
4 In Bangla. there is an euphemistic word
tlor a barber: he is called "Narasundar” one
! who makes a man beautiful. Indeed it is his
prolession to make a man presentable by
culting away his excess hair. Few among us
realise the import of this euphemistic term.

Computer science

course at JU

The Jahangirnagar Uni-
versily has opened a new
under graduate course in
Electronics and Computer
Science, said an official an-
nouncement on Sunday, re-
ports UNB. |

The JU Syndicate re-
cently has approved the four-
year B Sc course with a view
lo expanding job opportuni
tes for students in technical
field.

Appreciating the authori-
ties for approving the course,
Prof H S Faruque, head of the
department, hoped that the
prevailing diserimination be
tween technical and general
education in the country
wuld now go.

' REQUIRED URGENTLY
|For immediate appointment in the largest

FLEXO-MACHINE OPERATOR (ONE)

Minimum 5 years experience. ,
Attractive remuneration and fringe benefits.

IPlease apply/contact at the following address.

B THE MERCHANTS LTD.
67, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka - 1000

Ao iy

mmmmm

A prohibition on truck movement was impesed on the road near the Kamalapur Railway
Stalion to ease traffic jam. As an additional measure a high iron bar has been placed

across the road to make sure that the ban was followed.

.....

— Star photo

GovmmmﬂoftlnPeoples Hepq.blicofBangladwh
National Board of Revenue
Segunbagicha, Dhaka.

WANTED

Applications are invited for appointment as Programmers in an IDA assisted project “ETAC" of duration up
1o June 1997 under the National Board of Revenue from Bangladeshi citizen on temporary basis

Post | Salary ___ Minimum Qualifications
Programmer Tk. 12,000/= to Masters degree in Computer Science/Electrical
14.000/= per month Engimnng? Physics/Mathematics/Statistic  or
(Consolidated) Salary Economics with 1 year professional experience in
will be fixed depending mmawwmﬂmmﬂ
on expenence and on the
job performance. Bachelors degree in Gomputir Science/Electrical

or Economics
2 years professional experience in database

management and software development.

Departmental candidates meeting the above academic
qualification requirements will be preferred, and the
expenence requirement may be relaxed in their case.
wmwnmm
under UNIX environment will aiso be preferred.
_ A full CV, hand-written application, describing the candidates qualifications for the position, two copies of
aftested passport size photographs, contact telephone number and copees of all relevant certificates should be
sent by 2nd September, 1995 Candidates must be willing 10 work anywhere in Bangladesh
E@umﬂwnmn%mm-

: ; Event | Date . Time | Venue

N _ | ] :

t  Publication of the list of eligible candidates & 070896 1100AM  Room # 301, NBR
dehvery of admit card

2 Test 120895 3:00 PM information will be provided

in the admit card

4  Publication of result 16.08.95 1100 AM Room # 301, NBR

&  Application test (Only for qualified 190985 300 PM Venue will be deciared on
canchdates) 16.08.95

S Publication of result of the application test  23.08.95 1100AM  Room # 301, NBR

& Viva-voce %0895 300 PM Room # 301, NBR

7. Publication of the list of qualified candidates 270895 1100AM  Room # 301 NBR

NB wmumunmmﬂmmmam Dhaka,

Bangladesn
Second Secretary
DFP-20065.208 i Dot f Ao
G-1248 Dnaka

Reception for Dr Innas: The Department of
Physics nf the Dhaka University will accord a reception to

Professor Innas Alé

Special guests:

State Minister for

Planning Abdul Moyeen Khan, Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka
Liniversity Professor Emajuddin Ahmed. Venue: TSC

auditorium. Time: 3:00 pm.

Wurksl:mp on Pumpei: A two-day workshop for

children on line arts in remembrance of the destruction of
Pompei., an [talian city destroyed in 79 AD will be held.
Venue: Shilpacharya Zainul Gallery, Institute of Fine Arts,
Dhaka University. Time: 5:30 pm.

Lions Club of Dhaka Aristocrat: the board

meeting ol the club will be held. Venue: Modern Mansion,

1Oth Noor. 53, Motijheel,

Shilpang

an talk: visiing US painter and sculptor

Karen Laub-Novak will deliver a talk, supported by a slide
show on her work. Venue: Shilpangan, House 15, Road 4.,

Dhanmondi. Time: 5 pm.

Leo Club of Dhaka Golden: e club wil
conduct an eyesight and hearing test. Venue: Jigatola Gowvt

Pritnary School. Time 8:30 pm.

Rotary Club of J

regiilar weekly meeting will be

Titw: 5:15 pm.

DU fﬂrundmg day

University Alumni

Association

Dhaka: ™e
. Venue: Officers’ Club.

amme: The Dhaka
as planned elaborate

programme to mark the 75th founding anniversary of the
university. A rally will be brought out from Curzon Hall at 8
am. followed by a get-together at TSC.

WRONG NUMBER
WAS FATAL.
O MEET

THE
ACCIDENI
| AM DYING
YOU.
— R. P.
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At fR__e[ arnce i}f)ur Secunty

Comes First

EXPERIENCE ° STRENGTH * SECURITY

RELIANCE
INSURANCE

LIMITED

BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENUE

DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH

Phone | PABX - 240108-8, 235080
Telex 671188 RIL B)




