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10 more abducted
in Kashmir

~ SRINAGAR. Aug 20: Ten

more people. including seven

army recruits. were abducied

by militants even as a break-

through eluded authorities in

the hostage crlulﬂ.vniving
four Western toWMsts in

Kashmir valley on the 49th
day teday. Five people. in-
eluding a militant, were
killed while security f{orces
foiled militants' bid to blow
up a government building and
arrested 20 militants in parts
of the valley since last
evening. reports PTI.

D s
Bangabandhu

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami Tanti League
nas organised a discussion at
the Town Hall near Mirpur
Section No |0 intersection
today at 4 pm on the occa-
sion of 20th death anniver-
sary of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina
will attend the meeting as
the chief guest

PM shocked
at deaths
of US officials

Prisne Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia vesterday ex-
pressed deep shock at the
deaths of three US officials in
Bosnia on August 19 In a
message (o US President Bill
Clinton. Begum Zia also con-
veved sympathy to the be-
reaved family members.
Forrign Minister A S M
Mestafizur Rahman in a mes-
sage also expressed shock at
the deaths of 3 US officials
reporis UNB.

,Pmtﬁrlu'r
3 held in city

A squad of the special
branch vyesterday arrested
three persons from Meotijheel
commercial area under the
Special Powers Act on charge
of sending people 10 Malaysia
through forged passports.
visas and [alse documents
Acting on a secret informa-

86 1985

FIROZABAD. India, Aug 20:
al least 275 people were
killod and 400 others injured
todday in one of India's wofrst
train «isasters when two
Delhi-bound passenger trains
collided. rescue workers
safd. report agencies.

News agencies said the
accident occurred after the
Kalindi Express hit a cow on

| the track at Firozabad. 200

km (125 miles) [from the
Indian capital. Its brakes
damaged, the train came to a
hall and was then rammed
Irom hehind by the Pur-
shottam Express.

Troups were pressed into
rescue work at the site, a
Moghul artisan town known

lor ils glass bangles.

"We have recovered
around 275 bodies,” said se-
nior police officer Ajay Joshi.
supervising rescue work al
Lhe accideni site. "We expect
some more fatalities, possibly
20 or 30."

About 350 people had
been admitted to hospitals.
some ol them critically in-
jured, Joshi said,

The Press Trust of India
{(PTI}] said il was the worst
train accident since 1981
when 270 people died after a
irain plunged into the
Bhagmati river in the north-
ern slate of Bihar.

It said 107 were killed in
1988 when the Island Ex-

press lell into the Ashtamudi
Lake in the southern state of
Kerala.

PTIl said thrce cars ol the
Kalindi Express were com-
pletely destroyed and the
engine and two carriages of
the oither train were thrown
off the tracks in t.crdays colli-
sion,

Most ol the dead this time
were male passengers who
were sleeping when the
trains collided. The fatalities
included 18 athletes going to
New Delhi from a champi-
onship in the eastern town of
Tata Nagar. :

‘I was sound asleep when
I heard a big bang.” said M D
Panda,

‘Irom the carri

a railway protection

_DHAKA MONDAY, AUGUST 21, 1995

was seri-
e head and

force constable wh
ously injured in t
back.

"l lost consciousness.” the
42-vear-old said. "when 1
woke up. | was in hospital.”

People living near the
tracks managed to bring out
dozens of injured and dead
ages in dark-
ness before official help ar-
rived.

"Il was a massive bang,
and we iﬂillﬂ"}" thought it
was a bomb." said a labourer
who lives nearly.

The injured were rushed
to local hospitals in jeeps,
cars and buses. The dead.
covered in clothes donated

See Page 12 Col 4

EN affected ﬁmipurm in Ganot. — Biar PM K M Rezaul Hoqui:*

Floods engulf fresh areas

The flood situation turned
critical in Manikganj yester-
day while it further deterio-
rated in Madaripur, Rajshahi.
Naogaon and Chapainawab-
ganj districts.

In Gaibandha sadar, the
situation inproved slightly as
flood waters siarted reced-
ing. But the flood situation
remained unchanged in Ga-
bindaganj and Sagata thanas,

Al least 2.5 lakh people
have been marooned in the
worst affected Daulatpur. Shi-
balayva. Harirampur, Gheor,
Saturia. Shingair and Sadar
thaims of Manikganj district.

The district headquarter's
road links with Gheor,
Daulatpur and Harirampur

By Staff Correspondent

thanas were snapped as on-
rushing llood water washed
awny three bridges in Basu-
devpur. Diabor and Shaily.

Our Correspondent from
Manikganj informed that a
tern-vear old girl drowned at
Bachainara village Saturday
night. The Jamuna was flow-
ing 74 cm above the danger
level at Aricha.

The authorities yesterday
closed all educational institu-

Lions in the district.

v Aoy Corresporn-
ele il reported thal parts of
Mauclaripur lown was inun-
ttated  yesterday as flood
sittration deteriorated  fur-
ther anud downpour, Major

river~ are (11 the district were

‘Malaysia to standardise

foreign workers' wages

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 20
Bangladesh the Philippiuries
ardl Indonesia have agreed
withh Malaysia o1 a new ar
rangeimnent 1o recruit work
ers lor Malaysia, officials said
Sunday . reports AP

Discussions lor imple-
menung the system would
also be held with Thailand
and Pakistan soon. they said.

With the economy boom-
ing. toreign workers have
been pouring into Malaysia,
but. citing exploitation and
the need (o streamline re

cruitmesit. the government
on August 2 [roze recruit-

ment of foreign workers ex-
cept as domestic help and
shop assistants.

The new system. to stan
dardi*.u- pay and protect

workers, will be imple-
mented soon, officials said.

Unscrupulous agents
charge as much as 5,000
ringgit (2,000 dollars) per
worker as commission, when
the price should only be
around 1.000 ringgit (400
dollarsj.

Furthermore, many of the
workers never get the work
they were promised on ar-
rival in Malaysia and are often
paid less than the agreed
Amount,

Under the new system,
the governments would agree
lo standardise compensation
and other pavinents.

Now, for example, Filipino
maids are paid 500 ringgit
(200 dollars)] a month while

See Page 12 Col 3
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also swelling fast.

(ur Correspondent from
Rajshahi reports: The overall
lood situation in Rajshahi.
Naogaon and Chapainawab-
ganj further worsened yes-
terday as more areas went
under water. Major rivers
including the Padma. the
Mahananda. the Atrai, The
Chota Jamuna and the
Baranai have however started
falling.

More areas in Kamargaon.
Talonda and Sarangai unions
under Tanore thana anc five
unions in Bagmara thana.
have been [(looded. The
Baranai river is still lowing
37 cm above Lhe danger

See Page 12 Col 7

Man killed for
Tk 15 only

From Our Correspondent

CGATBANDHA, Aug 20: A

tlash over realising Tk 15
only claimed the life of an old
tian 4! Taral Fazil village un
der Sadullapur thana yester-
dary

Tamizuddin, 60 was
severely assaulted as he tried
to end a dispute between his

son Abdul Latil and nephew

Abdul Wahed.

Latil asked Wahed Lo pay
Tk 15 as rent lor a shallow
tubewell. Wahed's refusal to
pav led (o a quarrel.
Tamizuddin came Lo settle
the matter. But he was at-
lacked by the supportiers of
Woihed,

The body was senl 1o
(raibandha Hospital for au-
topsy. A case was filed with
Sadullapur thana,

Nationalised banks' profit

|-

Bad loans and idle money
have resulted in over 90 per
cent decline in net profit of
Nationalised Commercial
Banks (NCBs| since the in-
troduction of Financial Sector
Reform Programme (FSRP)
by the government five vears
ago. a study said.

The study. conducted by
the Bangladesh Institute of
Bank Management (BIBM).
further said that before the
intfeduction of the FSRP, the
average annual profit of an
NCB was Tk 2562 crore
which has declined to Tk

By Staff Correspondent

2206 crore now.

e negative average
growth rate in the post-re-
lorm period over the pre-re-
loriu period was 91.18 per
cent. said the study which
compared the profitability si-
tuation of eight nationalised
and private banks the
pre and posi reform periods.

In conitrast. the net prof-
iability of privale commer
cial banks (PCBs} declined by
4 much lower percentage. it
putrited oud

Irf the pre reform pertod.
the average yearly net profit

declines by over 90 pc

of « PCB was Tk 7.37 crore
which. in the post-reform
period. declined to Tk 6 .65
crore. showing a negative
growth rate of 9 65 per cent.
the study said

Findings of the study.
conducted by a group of re-
searchers of the BIMB, was
disclosed at a seminar on
“Impact of ancillary business
on profitability of banks" yes-
terday at the BIBM seminar
hall

The banks profitability
declined due 0 huge amount

See Page 12 Col 7

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 20:
Police rescued another tee-
naged girl from the Tanbazar
red light' area today.

Narayanganj police raided
the brothel in the afternoon
after the father of the girl.
Minara Begum,
formed the police that his
daughter, missing for the last
one month, was probably
staying there.

Police also arrested a
mistress of the 'red light’
area Bakul, who allegedly
bought Minara for Tk 2,000
and d her into prostitu-
tion.

On dJuly 25 last. police
rescued a 14-year-old girl —
Shadhina — who was missing
for about five months. Follow-
ing this, a group of woman-
lawyers rescued six, more
teenaged girls on July 27,

Minara's father Golap Miah
who hails from Musapur un-
rer Meassingdd disitict n-

Hee Page 12 Col 7

Ctg AL leader
held in city

Police here yesterday de-
tained Alhaj Rafiqul Anwar,
an Awami League leader from
Chitlagong, the city Special
Branch sources said, reports.
UNB. |

Rafigq was picked up under
an old detention order from
@ house at Shantinagar earlier
in the day. they said.

He was brought to city SB
olfice after his arrest and
|ger sent 1o Dhaka Central
Jail with 120 days’ detention.

The sources said that
Rafiq, also known as "Sona
Rafiq.” was arrested on
charge of gold smuggling.
There was a detention order
issued against him in 1993,

A top businessman of the
See Page 12 Col B

14. had in- |

The Haily Star A

BHADRA 6 1402 BS, RABIUL AWAL 23, 1416 HIJRI

275 killed 1n India's worst (Most fruits,
train disaster

toxic, warn experts
By Morshed Ali Khan

ta-
bles and fruits available in the
market are contaminatecd due
to indiscriminate use of
chemical pesticide in their
cultivation process, accord-
ing to experts in the Depa-
rtment of Agriculture Exten-
sion (DAE).

"In some vegetables the
deadly DDT is used upto 120
times during the cultivation
process.” said Dr A Latif of
the DAE. "These foods may
cause asthma, cancer, hyper-

Most of the green vege

lension., liver cancer and
even loss ol memory” he
added.

"UUSE of this banned DDT
and other pesticides ensure
growth of very "healthy look-
ing” fruils and vegetables but

eus can easily buy any pesti-
cide.
cheaper prices. and they use

vegetables

actually those beénme toxic.”
he saidd.

"Farmers in the border ar-

banned or legal. at
those in vegetables and fruits
indiscriminately.” said A
Abbas. a pesticide expert of
the DAE.

Abbas further added that
imported fruits are also con-
taminated because most of
the producing countries do
not have a strict monitoring
svstem on use of pesticide.

As a tip to the readers, the
DAE experis said one should
avoid fruits or vegetables
which Look absolutely spot-
less and "unnecessarily large”

See Page 12 €ol 8

OIC summit on Bosnia

PM's initiative gets
'positive response'

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh is receiving
“very encouraging and posi-
tive response” to Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia's
initiative for holding an
emergency OIC summjt on

Disclosing this at a press
brieling vesterday. Foreign
secretary Farooq Sobhan said
"A more concrete picture is
expected to emerge in a day
or two in this regard,” he
added.

PLO Chairman Yasser
Arafal has lully supported
Bangladesh's initiative, he
said, adding that the PLO
representative has conveyed
the Palestinian leader's sup-
port,

b President of Mali has
alsu  responded  positively

while Malaysia is also very re-
ceplive and sympathetic
aboul the idea. the foreign
secretary added.

The Foreign Ministry of
Morocco has also shown in-
terest, although a response
[roin the King is still being
awaited, Sobhan said.

The Foreign Ministry is in:

constant touch with Bang-
ladesh ambassadors in various
OIC capitals. he said. "Our
missions are keeping us
posted about the develop-
ments in this regard.”
Sobhan said Dhaka would
nol shy away from hosting an
O1C sumrit. But hosting it is
Lhe prerogative of Morocco,
which holds the current OIC
vhalrmanship.
See Page 12 €0l -1

Govt to off-load 49 pc

Sadharan Bima share

Governmen! has decided
to off-load 49 per cent shares
of Sadharan Bima Corporatien
in a major privatisation move,
reports UNB.

The shares of Sadharan
Bima Corporation. the state-
owned general insurance
company, will be offered to
the general public after nec-
essary formalities.

The Cabinet Committee
on Economic and Financial
Alffairs took the decision yes-
terday at a meeting at the
Secretariat cabinet room
with Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman in the chair.

Sadharan Bima Corpora-
tion is a profitable concern of

the government. According
to available stlatistics, il
earned a net profit of Tk 30
crore during the last fiscal
year (1994-95).

Last week, the cabinet
meeting approved a proposal
for amendment to the
Insurance Act 1938 and the
Iinsurance Corporation Act
1973.

Yesterday's meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on Eco-
nomic and Financial Aifairs
also decided to convert the
Bangladesh Insurance Aca-
demy into an autonomous
institution.

Various proposals regard-

See Page 12 Col 8

Sonta Gandhi (L),

mdﬂw ui Ra]w Gandhi, and her ch:ldren Pnyank.a EC} und Rahui tR} at
a ceremony in New Delhisvesterday marhn[ the 51st birthday of Rajiv — AFP photo

Anti~5mugg]ing drive
On-the-spot trial

at airports to
be introduced

The government would in-
troduce on-the-spot trial at
the airports in Dhaka.
Chittagong and Sylhet to curb
smuggling. an official handout
said yesterday, reports BSS.

The decision was taken at
the 11th meeting of the

National Smuggling Resis-
tance Committee held in the
cily with Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury in
the chair.

The meeting also decided
to constitute mobile courts to

dispose of the smuggling
cases. Besides, the organisa-

See Page 12 Col 2

Six killed, 20 hurt in
road accidents

SAVAR, Aug 20: At least
six people were killed and 20
injured when as many as 15
trucks crashed on the Dhaka-
Aricha highway and Nabi-
nagar- Kaliakoir road today,
reports UNB.

According to police, four
Dhaka-bound trucks plunged
into a roadside ditch near
Fulbaria bus station on the
Dhaka-Aricha highway early
today as a culvert collapsed
amidst heavy rains.

Three people died on the
spot. Two of them were
identified as helpers of a
truck — Raflq. 30, and Haran,
18. Identity of another could

} not be known.

Four other were appre-
hended trapped inside the
trucks under water and
drowned. The trucks could
not be salvaged till filing the
report.

Driver Azimuddin, 35,
died on the spot when a
truck over turned near DEPZ
on Nabinagar-Kaliakoir road
al about 11:00 am.

An unidentified man was
killed when another truck
tumbiled into a roadside ditch
near Joypur on Dhaka-Aricha
highway as the driver lost
control at about 8:00 am.

Another unidentified man
was also killed at 10:00 am

See Page 12 Col B
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AL not interested
in talks with
BNP: Zillur

By Statf Correspondent.

Awami League  General
Secretary Zillur Rahman said
vesterday that his party was
not interested in any sort of
dialogue with the ruling BNP
which, he said, breaches
trust. -

"We are now determined
to carry forward our agitation
programmes to compel the
ruling party to accept the
popular demand for a non-
party caretaker government
to conduct ‘the next
elections.” he told The Daily
Star when asked about tHe
ruling party's move for a
fresh dialogue.

BNF Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukdar had
earlier told The Daily Star
_ party was
ready to sit for a dialogue

See Page 12Col 1

HC asks govt

to absorb 51

Mujibnagar
govt employees

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday
direcled the government to
absorb in the services of the
Republic the 51 underaged
employees of the Mujibnagar
Government of 1971.

A Division Bench of the
High Court comprising Jus.
tice Habibur Rahman Khan
and Justice Ruhul Amin gave
the directive in a judgement
on six writ petitions.

The court said the then
Mujibnagar Gevernment and
the subsequent governments
had recognised their contri-
butions, dedication and ser-
vices during the Liberation
War. As such, the question of
their absorption because a
right from 1972 and onwards
and this was net changed,
the court added. i

Aged between 8 and 167

See Page 12 Col 6 -

Indo-Bangla talks
on water transit
begin

A (wo-day talks on re-

newal ol protocol on inland
waler transit and trade be-

tween India and Bangladesh
began in the city yesterday.

reports LUUNB.
Secretary for

CN Ramdas.
Ministry of Surface

of India. is leading a seven-
member Indian delegation
while Shipping Secretary

Waliul Islam heading the host
side.

Under Lhe existing proto-
col. India transporis
using river transit 't
Bangladesh mainly to its
north-eastern states.

JP office case
Argument against

Ershad resumes

The argument on behalf of
the prosecution against de-
posed President H M Ershad
andl others in the Jativa Party
otlice case resumed yesterday
after a gap of nearly three
weeks. reports BSS.

It remained incomplete
and will be taken up today.

Additional Sessions and
District Judge (first court),
Dhaka and Special Judge
Zinal Ara presided over the
court.,

Publie prosecutor Abdur
Razzak Khan, during the
course ol his argument last-
ing nearly two hours, pre-
sented various doc _
evidences from the files"of
the Public Works
ment. Ministry of Wnrkimd
Minisiry of Finance to prove
the prosecution charge that
Ershad and his co-accused
committed offence in
violation of established rules.

Former works minister
Mostafa Jamal Haider and

See Page 12 Col 1

Saddam's son
behind

defection?

LONDON, Aug 20: A son of
Iragi President Saddam
Hussein was behind the dra-
malic defection to Jordan
earlier this month of the
president's son-in-law,
General Hussein Kamel
Hassan. the Sunday Times
reported here, says AFP,

Another Sunday paper,
The Observer, said mean-
while Hassan had told US de-

lence and 1intelligence offi-

cials that "iraq was within
three months of testing an
atomic bomb when the US-
led coalition launched the
Gulf War (in January 1991) te
free Kuwailt.”



