"Rescue operation to free
' hostages 'last resort’

SRINAGAR. Aug 18: As se-
surity experts gathered in
Kashmir, the Indian governor
said Friday a rescue operation
to free four Western hostages
from separatist guerillas must
be “a last resort”. report AP

K V Krishna Rao, the fed-

. erally appointed governor .of

Jammu-Kashmir state, 'said a
military rescue would be dif-
ficult without risking the

' lives, but he didn't
rule out the option if negotia-
‘tions fail.

"You have to have patience
to see that all the diplomatic
and peaceful efforts have a
chance to succeed,” Rao said
in an interview at the gover-
nor's mansion.

"H we launched an opera-
tion to rescue hostages in
the high Himalayas, the cap-
tors would probably see it
‘coming and have time to de-
cide to eliminate the
hostages,” saild Rao, a retired
general and former army

- commander,

He said the four hostage=

mouiitain forests.

A previously unknown
group calling itself Al-Faran
has been holding the Ame-
rican. two Britons and a
German, offering to exchange
them for 15 jailed militants

Last weekend. the kid-
nappers executed Norwegian
hostage Hans Christian Ostro
and threatened to kill the
other captives by Tuesday
night.

But Rao said the militants
told Indian negotiators on
Wednesday that all the cap-
tives were still alive and in
good health, which he said
was an indication that the
contacts have made some
progress.

In London, Tim Devlin, a
member of parliament dis-
closed that Al-Faran promi-
sed to provide photographs,
lape recordings or answers
to questions only the hos-
tages would know to prove
that their captives are still
alive.

India has flown anti-ter-

{

AMMAN, Aug 18 LIS tanks
and trpcks were deployed
south of the Jordanian capital
toddav as Washington stepped
up nnlitary and diplomatic
pressure on lragi President
Saddam, reports Reuter

The Sabre-Rattling came
as senjor 115 olticials, led by
Assistant Secretary of Slate
Robert Pelletreau and special
assisiant to the President
Mark Parris held talks with
Jordan's King Hussein.

(dir purpose in coming
was tn have the fullest possi-
ble consultation with him at

“this critical juncture in the

region. Pelletreau said.
Reulers television saw
large numbers of US tanks
and trucks from the joint US-
Jordanian exercise infinite
moonlight about 100 km (60
miles) south of Amman. The
desert exercise, centred
further south, was to include
LIS planes crossing Israel

taclay. had been previously
scheduled hil assumed a
high profile alter Washington
pledged to back Jordan if i
was Lhreatened by lraq for
giving sanctuary 1o top-level
delectors last week.

Washington, on Thursday
reporting ‘unusual Iragi
lroop movements seemingly
focused towards Kuwail., also
said it was moving military
equipment nearer the Gulf
and raising readiness in case
forces hiad to be moved from
elsewhere

AP adds from Baghdad:
braq on Friday angrily denied
making threatening military
moves as American and
Jordanian soldiers began
joint manoeuvres in Jordan
following the defection of
several of Saddam Hussein s
key officers.

"The American adminis-
tration creates unfounded
stories to consolidate its

International

US tanks deployed south of |
Amman for war games

iragi News Agency said.

Al-Thwra, newspaper of
Iraq s ruling party. derided
Western concerns about
Saddam's (ntentions as
‘merely a frogs croaking”
and "a ballon full of lies.”

The comments came after
the Pentagon announced it
was moving shiploads of
irmop supplies closer to the
Gulf and making other prepa-
rations for a potential US
military reasponse following
[raqi troops movements
south of Baghdad.

In Kuwait, top officials
met with Ge. J H Binford
Peay, commander of the
Tampa, Florida-based Central
Command. to discuss
"possible Iraqi threats to the
security of the region, the
Kuwait News Agency re-
ported,

Kuwail s Defence Minister,
Sheikh Ahmed al-Humoud al
Sabah. said the emirate was

satellite photos showed Irag
forces had not moved south
beyond a certain latitude —
which he did not specify —
and expressed the belief that
Iraq would not stage a repeat
of last October's more threat-
ening Lroop mMovermnents.

In Baghdad. chief UN
weapons inspector Rolf
Ekeus said Thursday night
that Iragq had turned over
"new information”’ on its bio-
logical and nuclear pro-
gramme. He did not elabo-
rate.

In Jordan. a US Embassy
official said the two-week
joint exercises began in an

. army camp in the southern

desert town of Qatarana, 75
miles [120 kilometers] from
Amman.

The media was denied ac
cess to the site, where US
marines and special forces
were engaged with Jordanian
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South African President Nelson Mandela (R) appears

with his estranged wife, Winnie, during the African
National Congress (ANC) national executive council tour
of frouble-torn Phola Park squatter Camp east of

: _ Johannesb | file photo dated 1993. Mandela filed
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Iran frees 100 Iraqi POWS: 10

Thursday set free 100 Iraqi prisoners of war (POWs] after
they were pardoned by the country's leaders te mark the
‘anniversary of the birth of the Prophet Mohammad (SM).
Tehran radio announced, AFP reports from Tehran.

The soldiers were handed over to Iragi officials at the
border post of Khosravi, 700 kms (460 miles) southeast of
Tehran, it said. Their release was ordered by Iranian
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who is also commander of
the armed forces.

f Flwd ki]lﬂ 2 ill Vi@tnam: Rivers have

' swollen to dangerous levels after heavy rains and flooded

large areas of northern Vietnam. killing at least two peo-

ple. reports said Friday. AFP reports from Hanoi.

- Water levels on the Red River were dangerously high
and had flooded areas in northern provinces. submerging
at least 2,000 hectares (4,800 acres) of land and thou-
sands of houses, The Vietnam News reported.
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13 die in Indonesian bus mishap:
‘Thirteen people were killed and 33 injured, 18 of them
seriously, inl a collision between a bus and a truck in the
central Sumatra province of Jambi, the Antara news agency
said yesterday. AFP reports from Jakarta.

The accident occurred on a Sumatra highway near

Muara Bungo after the truck, trying to overtake a vehicle at.

high speed, collided head-on with a speeding bus coming
from the opposite direction, Antara said. The injured were
rushed t6 a hospital in Muara Bungo, it said.

: i L
mh leaves 4 dead in ‘Egy'pt:
security forces late Thursday killed four pre-
sumed leaders of an outlawed Islamic militant organisation
in a gunbattle near Minya police reported. AFP says from
Minya, Egypt.
They said security units went to the village of Al
Khergigeen 220 kilometres {137 miles) south of Cairo, to
arrest the four men, alleged to have been senior members

ut’_thc group Jameaa [slamiya.
‘Swedish PM to resign in March '96:

- Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson will resign in

March 1996 at a special ss of his Social Democratic
Party (SDP), Swedish politidal sources said. Reuter reports
from Stockholm.

Carlsson called a surprise news conference at short no-

tice Friday. to announce what his office said was

"important information.”

KSA refuses visas to Iranians:

Saudi Arabia has refused to issue visas to Iranians who want
to go on pilgrimage to Makkah, Iran's official news agency
IRNA said on Thursday, Reuter reports from Nicosia.

it said applicants complained .that the Saudi Embassy in
Tehran was refusing to issue visas to Iranians who wanted

Israel to close
all PLO offices
in Jerusalem

JERUSALEM. Aug 18
Israel's police minister .said
Friday he will close all PLO
olfices in east Jerusalem, ar-
puing that the Israel-PLO ac-
cord limits the Palestinian
Authority to the Gaza Strip
and the West Bank town ol
Jericho, reports AP.

The announcement by
Police Minister Moshe Shahal
came one day after police
questioned employees ol
eight Palestinian institutions
in Jerusalem. I[srael's gov-
ernment decided earlier this
week to adopl a tougher po-
sition on PLO activities in the
disputed city.

"If any of these institu-
tions (in Jerusalem) is con-
nected with the Palestinian
Authority, it will be closed,”
Shahal told Israel radio.

Smoking causes
half of heart
attacks in adults

LONDON. Aug 18:
smokers in their 30s and
40s have five times as many
heart attacks as non-smokers
the same age, a study re-
leased today found. reports
Reuter,

Smoking is responsible
for half the heart attacks in
younger adults the world
over, the study, sponseored by
Britain's Medical Research
Couneil and the Imperial Can-
cer Research Fund, shows,

The report in the British
Medical Journal — claimed to

be the most exhaustive ever

into smoking and, heart at-
tacks — showed tRat vouth
offers no protection from the
deadly effects of tobacco. '

"This study shows that
smoking causes even more
premature heart attacks than
we previously supposed.” said
Dr Rory Collins of the British

Delhi-Beijing discuss troops( FTYRTI:
cut along Himalayan borde

NEW DELHI, Aug I18;
Concerned about the latest
Chinese nuclear test, India
began another round of talks
with Beijing Friday on reduc-
ing their forces along their
disputed Himalayan frontier,
reporis AP.

Chinese Vice Foreign Mi-
nister Tang Jiaxuan met his
Indian counterpart. Foreign
Secretary Salman Haider. for
the eighth session of the
Joint Working Group since
1988.

Tang also will meet For-
eign Minister Pranab Mukh-
erjee. who may raise India's
concern over China's fourth
nuclear testing in 14 months.
and'ever reports that China is
providing Pakistan with M-11
missiles that could be armed
with nuclear warheads and
threaten India.

India often cites China's
nuclear arsenal as a reason
for its refusal to sign the Nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

About 200 Tibetan stu-

dents dﬂn.nnﬂt.ratfd in New
Delhi and burned the Chinese

fMag to protest Tang's visit

* and China's rule over Tibet,

‘China has no legal right
*to discuss and negotiate on
the border. This is the region
which demarcates the com-
mon border between India
and Tibet before China s
forcible occupation of Tibet.”
said the Tibetan Freedom
Movement. .

India-and China fought a
bitter border war in 1962
and relations, though consid-
erably improved in recent
vears, are still strained at
times.

There was no official
comment after the opening
session of the border talks,
which are scheduled to con-
clude on Sunday.

"The boundary settle-
ment, clarifications on the
line of control, troop reduc-
tion and confidence building
measures form part of agendsz
for discussions.” an Indian
Foreign Ministry official said

on condition of anonymity.

Previous sessions resulted
in aggreements to move back
sofme forces from confronta-
tion positions and to open
some border checkpoints to
trade.

But after seven years of
periodic meetings., progress
has been slow towdrd resolv-
ing the boundary dispute
along the 4 000-kilometre
(2.500 mile] frontier.

The Indian army has 11
mountain divisions. or 154 .000
men, along the frontier.
China is believed to have as
many or more,

Beijing claims India s
holding 36.000 square miles
(90,000 sq kilometers) that
belongs to China in whal 1s
now India’'s eastern state of
Arunachal Pradesh.

India says China illegally
pccupies 14,500 square
miles (90,000 square kilome-
ters) that it seized in the
1962 war in the northwest, a
barren Himalayan region ad-
joining India's Kashmir state.
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E protests the arrest

BOMBAY A monkey slapped and scratched a policeman
who was trying to "arrest’ the animal for disorderly be-
haviour in a town near here, a newspaper reported
Thursday, says AFP.

The Daily Saamna said palicemen were Irying to tie the
monkey up outside a bus stand in the town of Lanja when
'the monkey became angry and slapped one of the police-
men across his face,

The ape then scratched the policemen's face. drawing
blood. much to the delight of a watching crowd and con-
lusing the policemen. In the confusion, the ape quickly
escaped.”’ the newspaper said.

Saamna said the monkey frequently hitched rides on
the backs of trucks and "entertained” people with his
pranks.

A few days earlier. the monkey drank some liguor at a
local vendor's shop and went about vandalising everything
in his path.

To prove their innocence!

NEW DELHI: Seven girls accused of theft were forced
by a sorcerer's family in northern India to dip their hands
into beiling oil to prove their innocence. a newspaper re-
ported Friday. savs AFP.

The teenaged girls were accused of stealing 40 rupees
(1.30 dollars) from the sorcerer's house in a village 80
kilomeires (50 miles) from Lucknow, the capital of littar
Pradesh state in northern India. on August 7. the Indian
Express said.

The girls protested that they had not taken the money.
the daily said.

The sorcerer's son allegedly insisted that the girls
prove their innocence by dipping their hands in a boiling
pan of mustard oil. saying that "those who are innocent
won't be harmed.”

When the girls remained adamant. the sorcerer s family
forced .the girls to put their hands into the oil, The
Express said. Villagers were alerted when the girls began
screaming in pain.

Abuse of trust

SAN FRANCISCO: They say they were sexually abused by
(hose they trusted most — their clergy — then ostracised
in their churches for speaking out. Now they're banding
together to help each other heal, reports AP.

Against the backdrop of an imposing Gothic cathedral,
about 25 survivors of alleged clergy abuse gathered
Wednesday to recruit members for SNAFP — Survivors
Network of Those Abused by Priests.

But they said clergy abuse isn't limited to Catholics: It
happens in all church denominations, and to people of all
ages. : . s

"It seems like it's everywhere,” said Rickey Richard-
Walker. who claims she had a sexual relationship with her
pastor during what were supposed to be counseling
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Richard-Walker, 39, said she turned to a Baptist church
in Oakland to kick a drug habit.

'l believed it was a place of hope that would help me
live a changed life,' she said. "It was supposed to be the
place where you turn your life around and turn your heart
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Heart Foundation.

"The younger you are, the
bigger the proportion ol
heart attacks caused by to-
bacco. When a habitual

to perform Umrah, a minor Muslim pilgrimage to Makkah.

‘Sudan to free imprisoned women:
Sundanese President Omar Hassan Al-Bashir has ordered

the release of all women prisoners who have children. the
official Sudan news agency Suna said yesterday, Reuter re-

Indonesian President Suharto (L) hands over the national flag to a representative of the
flag raising team composed of selected high school students during the flag raising
ceremony at the presidential palace Thursday. Fpreign dignitaries and military
representatives attended the ceremony to mark the country’'s 50th independence

ports from Khartoum.

- Lieutenant-General Bashir issued the order in a speech
on Thursday to the delegation that will represent Sudan at
the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in
Beijing next month.

Bashir said his government cared about women's issues
because Islam honoured women and made them equal to

men.
Calm returns to Taipeli streets:
Calm returned to Taipei streeis Friday after about 30 hours

hundreds of rival cab drivers wielding
rocks, firebombs and clubs, police said, AP reports from

The rioting left at least 23 people injured and 110 cabs

. damaged, police said. State radio said seven of the injured

were in serious condition.

shake southeastern :

Two moderate earthquakes with preliminary magnitudes
of 4.9 and 4.3 shook this southwestern province on Friday
morning, AP reports from Denizli, Turkey.

- There were no immediate reports of damage or casual-
ties in Denizli, some 475 kilometers (300 miles) south of
the capital Ankara. The epicentre was about 30 kilometres
northeast of Denizli, Istanbul's Kandilli observatory said.
Turkey's southwestern and eastern regiens sit atop an
earthquake-prone belt known as the Anatolian fault.

" Imryﬂmted Pspend

General in Myanmar:

ations’' assistant secreiary-general has met’

‘'with Myanmar officials and visited inmates at Yangon's
insein prison where political dissidents are held, govern-
ment radio said Friday, AP reports from Y :

.~ Alvaro De Soto met Thursday with Maug Aye, vice
chairmam-of the ruling State Law and Order Restoration
Council, it said. Also -among those present was Ohn Gyaw.,

| 4 burnt to death in Cape
section of liberates retirement

South Africa overnight, a spokesman
yesterday, AFP reports from Cape

Town:

15 were hurt when a fire

Jet crashes in Phili ypines: ami

o

§

killed, AP

twin-engine plane crashed into
manoeuvers Friday, air force officials said. The pilot
from Puerto Princesa, Philippines.

€ sea during acro-

The OV-10 Broncoe aircraft, used by the military in

counter

operations, was conducting acrobatic
menoeuvers with two other OV-10s over the Puerto

Princesa Bay when it failed to pull up during a dive, a radio
reporter who witnessed the accident said.

smoker in their 30s or 40s
has a heart attacks, there's an
80 per cent chance that to-
bacco caused it."

Delhi, Yangon to
check insurgency
firmly

NEW DELHI, Aug 18: India

and ‘Myanmar would firmly
deal with insurgents and

~narco-terrorists operating
along their border and felt

that their cooperation had
resulted in checking inadver-
tent intrusions into their ter-
ritories, reports PTI,

This was agreed to at a
two-day meeting between the
defegations of Myanmar and
India on cooperation between
the civilian border authorities
which concluded here yes-
lerday.

1

anniversary. At left is the president’s wife Tien Suharto.

— AFP/UNB photo

‘Prabhakaran ordered killings of
- Lankan president, politicians'

COLOMBO, Aug 18: A
high-ranking Tamil rebel has
told police his leader orde--
red the assassinations of a
former Sri Lankan president
and two senior politicians, po-
lice said on Thursday, repor-
Ls Reuter. , ;

Sivagnanam alias Nath,
said President Ranasinghe Pre-
madasa, presidential hopeful
Gamini Dissanayake and se-
nior politician Lalith "Athula-
thmudali were all killed on
the orders of Liberation Tig-
ers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
chief Velupillai Prabhakaran,
a senior Crime Detective

Bureau [(CDB) officer said.

Sivagnanam. a close asso-
ciate of LTTE intelligence
chief Pottu Amman, was ar-
rested while working as a
waiter in Maho in Central Sri
Lanka on August 11,

He was one of many

Tamils detained for question-

ing after a Tiger suicide
bomber, identified by police
as an Indian Tamil, killed 24
people in Colombo last weéek
by detonating a cartload of
plastic explosives.

The rebels have infiltrated
the Indian Tamil community
working on tea estates in the

Central Hills, the CDB officer
said. _

Dissanayake was the op-
position United National Par-
ty's candidate in the
November 1994 presidential
election when he was.blown
up by a suicide bomber.

All three deaths. and the
assassination of Indian Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and
many senior Sri Lankan polit-

‘ical and military leaders, have

been widely blamed on the
LTTE, who are fighting for a
separite homeland in the
north and east. -

Doors to

UNITED NATIONS, Aug
17: Despite two decades of
material progress, no country
in the world treats its women
as well as its men, although
Scandinavian nations come
close, according to a fhajor
UN report released on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

"Over the past 20 years,
doors to education and health
have opened rapidly for wo-
men, but the doors to econ-
omic and political power are

f barely ajar.” sald Mahbub ul

Haq, a former Pakistani fi-
nance minister who prepared
the study.

The UN human gevelop-
ment report, aimed this year
at providing country by coun-
try statistics for the fourth
World Women's Conference
in Beijing next month, con-

econ, political power are barely open for

cludes that development in
both rich and poor countries

suffers if women's capitalities ,

_ are ignored. '

At minimum the report
says the conference should
set a 10-year timetable to
end legal discrimination agai-
nst women, including preper-
ty rights, inheritance, divor-
ce laws, nationality rights and
pension benefits — issues to

_be discussed in Beijing.

"Upholding the equality of
rights is not an act of benevo-
lence by those in power. It is

needed for the progress of

every society,” it says,
Another step is specific
investments advantageous to
women, whether it is health
and education or credit to
rural women in developing
countries, more flexible work

schedules or outright affirma-
tive action schemes, includ-
ing gquotas.

The widely respected re-
port each year seeks to mea-
suire the development pro-
gress in each country, analy-
sing how wealth is used to
improve health and literacy
and reduce poverly.

For exXample. Canada, the
United States and Japan lead
the overall country index
while Cyprus, Hong Kong and
Barbados head the list for de-
veloping nations.

But when women's partic-
ipation in parliament or in
economic decision-making
posis are included, Sweden,
Fimland, Norway and Den-
miark are on top, followed by
Canada. New Zealand and
The Netherlands, with the

|
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around.”

Chechens ready to resume
full talks with Moscow

MOSCOW, Aug 18; Che-
chen rebels have signalled
they are ready to resume full
scale peace talks with Mos-
cow, including negotiations
over the separatist region's
political status, reports Reu-
Ler.

The leader of the Che-
chen delegation to the talks,
Khozhakhmed Yerikhanov
met leading Russian nego-
tiator Vladimir Zorin in the
Chechen capital Grozny on
Thursday evening and the
iwo men agreed to resume
talks soon, |nterfax news
agency said.

“The Chechen delegation
will base its work in forth-
coming political talks with
the Russian government del-

"egation exclusively on the

military agreement reached
and signed by both sides on
July 30, Yerikhanov told
ITAR-Tass news agency.

The ministry agreement
left the most difficult politi-
cal issues including Che-
chnya's future status un-
resolved. Moscow has made

. ¢lear there can be no ques-

tion of granting full indepen-
dence to the mainly Muslim
north Caucasus region.

United States dropping to
eighth place.

in the developing world
equality often also has little
to do with national income.
China outranks wealthy Saudi
Arabia and Thailand outranks
Spain.

The Scandinavian coun-
tries have almost as many
women as men in the labour
force and 40-45 per cent
women represented in par-
liament due mainly to a wide

net of social benefits — and
affirmative _action pro-
grammes

"I know that this is some-
thing discounted in America
these days.” Haq said in a re
cent interview, "Butl when the
power siruncitures are very
strong .11l uneven and
lobbvisi = i contributions to

incumbernfs, you don't get in
any other way."

He noted that job prefer
ence programmes were diffi
cult when all jobs were
scarce and that nations
should think of sharing jobs.
"It is not ordained by God
that only one partner is going
to leok after the family and
get child leave.

Among the report's other
findings are: Unpaid
women's labour — whether in
a household or in agriculture
— adds a staggering 11 tril
lion dollar to the total global
economic output of 23 (ril-
lion dollar. In almost every
country women work longer
hours than men without eco
nomic rewards. which il ac
knowledge. would chanee
their status appreciably

women

— Women's paid employ-
ment has increased only 4
per cent in the last 20 years
compared o a two-thirds in-
crease in female literacy and
school enrollment. Arab
states have shown the biggest
increase in literacy rates but
lag in equal rights and equal

employment.
— Among the 9040 million
illiterates in the world,

women still outnumber men
2-1. For every vear of school-
ing. her fertility rates drop
and wages rise al least 10 per
cent

— Credit is8 hmited from
formal banking institutions.
The figure for approval in
Latin America is only 7-11
per cent

Women occupy only 10

per cent of the parllamentary
seals worldwide



