Marriages are Made in

"When Marriage Works, Nothing on Earth can Take its Place'

by Syed Maqgsud Jamil

" wish | was born an an
gel and 1 would nev-

er have committed a

sint 1 my lite But | wasn't.
Imran Khan the most
celebrated playboy of the
crickeling world Wias

intelligently rationalizing the
lollies ol his playtul past. It
will not be injudicious to ob-
serve Lhat the whole ol
cricket -loving world. particu-
larly his countrymen, were
well aware of his playboy
character | also remember
having read. few years back.
his interview with
Sportsworld of India. where
he admitted his weakness for
the decadent pleasures of the
West. Bul the storm started
when he announced that he
had finally picked up a bride
by the name of Jemima
Goldsmith — an attractive 21-

pointment when the mar-
riage 1s thought to be socially
incompatible, some are
treated with indignation at
the aberrations of a permis-
sive society in case the pair is
from two different religious
communities, Some are me-
lancholy observation of reli-
gious rituals or civil formali-
ties where the outraged fami-
lies are absent: some are
inescapable submission after
much turmoil. But most
marriages are as usual grand
occasions for joy and celebra-
tion,

Now. what this marriage is
all about. In its simplest defi-
nition, it is the union of man
and woman by a ceremony in
law. However, George Ber-
nard Shaw. in his noteworthy
outspokenness. summed up

‘vear old socialite daughter of
4 Jewish business tycoon
Arxl that they have been mar
rted at a London mosque. The
Pakistanis. and a good num-
ber of Muslim cricket fans of
other countries. were ¢riti-
cal. that he did not marry a
Pakistani. nor a Muslim girl.
to fultil their pride in him.
On the other hand. the
Briush tablowds were charac-
tenistically predicting the
doom of the marriage in an
Islamic society. Few paid at
tenuion to lonwan s lacorc but
pertinent statement that |
afl exiremely happy to an
nounce that | have found
someone who shares my ide
als i lite

In fact. limran s marriage
with Jermuma was nol any-
thing new ot its kind If you
take into account cross-cul-
ture marriage and the age-
difference. Abu Ammar or
Yasser Arafat was perhaps 65
when he married his 27
vear-old Chnstian secretary

Ravmonda Sua Tawil
Viquarunnissa Noon or
Vicky . the wile ol Malik
Feroz Khan Noon, a former
Primme Minister of Pakistan
was an Englsh ladv Charlie
Chaplin miarned perhaps for
the third time when he was
over 60 His wife Oona
(O'Neill 1he mother of Doctor
Zhivago flamed Geraldine
Chaplini. was almost half his

age Fablo Picasso marmed for
the third time a1 the age of
90! It is to sav that there is
nothing extraordinarily sen
sational in |lmran Jemima
marriage Nor it is grossly of
fensive 1o social propriety
After all Imran ts a celebrity
His long awalted marriage
will obviously draw lot of at-
tention

Marriage is a high profile
social event The principal
social feature of marriage is
celebration An occasion for
joy and merriment. The de-
gree of attention the event
draws depends on the
standing of the man and the
woman. for whom the nuptial
bells are ringing The wed-
ding of the royals and
celebrities become a media
evenit — Charles-Diana mar-
riage of the eighties 1
much awaited Prince~
Naruhito-Masako wedding
and of course. Imran-Jemina
marriage. But all marriages
are not eyed with favour Be
they Imran-Jemima or plain
ordinary folks There are in-
leresting variations of liow a
marriage is received. Some
are frowned with fury. par-
ticularly, when somebody has
been ditched. Some are
treated with raised eyebrows,
in case of good marriage from
a humbile position: some are
coldly received with an ele-
ment of surprise and disap-

Mustim marrage © Added rituals,

Muslim Marriage
or Nikkah

The information on
Muslim marriage has been
collected from the authorita-
tive book "The Hidaya™ or
guide, commentary on the
Islamic laws. translated by
Charles Hamilton. In its
chapter on “marriage”. it
deals at length with the vari-
ous theological and legal
aspects of Muslim marriage. |
found it necessary that the
subject remains within the
easy comprehension of gen-
eral readers.

"Definition of the term
Nikkah, in its primitive
sense, means carnal conjunc-
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marriage by its phyvsical
pleasure and termed it as
legal prostitution. Men of his
wisdom are an exclusive
group. and are fully entitled
to their observations. The
great multitude of mankind.
however, look upon marriage
as the builder and
perpetuator of civilized soci

ety

Marriage, as a branch of
knowledge, has been classi
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tied 1nto several groups
Monogamy. as vou know s a
marriage where one man will
have one wile [n polvgamy

one marn carn have more than
one wife Tibetan society
practices polvandry where
all the brothers of one family
are the husbands of one wife
In endogany marriage is
confined within individual
social groups Exogamy for

bids marriage within the clan
or tribe a group descending
from a commmon ancestor

Among royalty where mar

rnages are usually contracted
as a maiter of state policy.
morgantic marriage is a legal
union in which neither the
wife nor the children may
succeed to the husband s title
Or state

Marriage socially held
dear. for its ceremony and
celebration, 1s sanctified by
religion. A set of relipious
rituals and duties are a part
of the total ceremony It wall
be interesting to know how
the four major religions of
our country Islam Hind-
ulsm. Buddhism and Chnis

Uanity inierpret marnage

tion. Some have said that it
signifies conjunction gener-
ally. In the language of the
law it implies a particular
contract used for the purpose
for legalizing generation...."
Marriage may also be con-
tracted by the use of the
word Nikkah, or marriage, as
if a woman were to say to a
man "l have married myself
to you for such a sum of
money’, and the man were to
reply "1 have consented” and.

not be contracted but in the
presence of two male wit-
nesses. or of one man and
lwo women, who are sane,
adult, and Mussulmans. The
compiler of this work ob-
serves that evidence is an
essential condition of mar-
riage, the Prophet {SM) hav-
ing declared "no marriage is
good without evidence...”
Qualification of a witness:
It is necessary that the wit-
nesses be free the evidence
of slaves being in no case
valid, because such are not
competent to act in any re-
spect sui juris; and it is also
requisite that they be of
sound mind and mature age,
because minors or idiots are
incapable of acting for them-
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although no mention be made
of the dower by the contract-
ing parties, because the term
Nikkah. in its literal sense,
signifies a contract of union,
which is lully accomplished
by junction of a man and
woman: moreover, the pay-
ment of dower is enjoined by
the law, merely as a token of
respect for its object (the
man). wherefore the mention
of it is not absolutely essen-
tial to the validity of a mar-
riage: and. for the same rea-
son, a marriage is also valid,
although the man were to
engage in the contract on the
special condition that there
should be no dower.

The smallest or lowest
dower is ten Dir'ms. Shafei
says that whatever sum may
L lawipl as the price of a

commadily in purchase and

selves: and it is likewise nec-
essary that they be
Musstiimans, the evidence of
infidels not being legal with
respect to Mussulmans.

An adult virgin cannot be
married against her will: It is
not lawful fer a guardian to
force into marriage an adult
virgin against her consent.
Tokens of consent from a
virgin: Whenever a guardian,
being the person empowered
lo engage in the contract,
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in like manner by the word
Tazwee) or contracting in
marriage. as il 4 woman were
o sav 1o a man | have con
tracted mysell in marriage
unto you and so forth. and so
also. by the word Hibba. or
gift as f she were to say 'l
have bestowed myself upon
vou and likewise by the
word Tamleek or consign-
ment, as if she were o say 'l
have consigned myself over
1o you and so also, by the
word Sadka. or alms-gift, as if
she were to say | have given
myself as an alms unto you "

Marriage may be con.
tracted by the use of the
lern Beeya. or sale: as if a
WOInan were Lo say o a man
T have sold myself into your
hands” and this is approved.
because sale operates as the
principle of a right in the
person. and a right in the
persor is the principle of a
right to carmal conjunction —
the propriety of the
metaphorical application of
sale to matrimony

Must be contracted in the
presence of wilnesses.
Marriage where both the
partes are Mussulmans. can

requires the consent of an
adult virgin 1o a marriage, if
she smiles or rémains silent,
this is a compliance; because
the Frophet (5M) has said, "A
virgin must be consulted in
every thing which regards
hersell if she be silent it sig-
nifies assent’. and also be-
cause her assent is rather to
e supposed as she is
ashamed to 1esufy her desire;
and laughter 1s a still more
certatn token of assent than
siletice The argument of our
doctors 1s thal the womarn. in
this case 15 free. and a
Mokkaliba (thatl 1s, subject to
all the obligatory observances
of the law, such as fasting.
prayer and so torth). where-
lure no person 1s endowed
with any absolute authority

guardianship over her, from
all which 11 tullows that this
wWOoInan is Lthe same as dall
adult son and that all her
acls wilh respecl lu matri-
mony are good and valid. the
same as his with respect Lo

property
Of the Mihr or Dower

Marnage without a dower
s valtld A marrage is valid.

Hindu marriage : Offering hands

and hearts.

sale, is lawiul as a dower, be-
cause the dower is the right
wi the woman. and conse-
quently it must depend upon
hersell to ddetermine the
amount of it. The arguments
of our doctors in this case are
twolold: First, a precept of
the Prophet [SM) which ex-
pressly declares "There is no
dower under ten Dirms".
Secondly, the law enjoins a
dower with a view to mani-
fest for the wife,

respect

wherefore it must be fixed. in
its smallest degree, at such a
sum as may be respectable;
and this is ten Dir'ms. The
wife is entitled to her whole
dower upon the consumma-
tion of the marriage or the
death of the husband.”

Hindu Marriage

The Arvasastra or “"the
knowledge of the Aryans”, or
what is better known as
Hinduism has divided the life
of a human being from birth
to death into 10 parts.
Marriage is one of them. This
custom is practiced since the
era of the Veda. The meaning
of marriage is to carry on in a
certain or defined manner.
When human beings felt the
need of community living in
the interest of mankind, they
were attracted to domgestic
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tife. through the combined

labours of men WOoINEN.
These are the ways of hu-
man beings even today, Hindu
marriage is an exceptional
tunction, which is different
from that of other religions.
Where without any written
contract and only by keeping
the Lord as the witness, one
gives commitment to the
other. Of heart to heart con-
summation, of domestic life
unto death. In Hindu religion,

into two groups: Anulom or
'of the same caste' and
Protilom or 'not of the same
caste’ marriage, Anulom mar-
riage is described as an union
where the man is of higher
caste and the woman is also
ol the same caste. If the man
is of lower caste and the
woman is of higher caste or
vice versa the union is known
as Protilormn marriage. After-
wards, there has been a
conjunction of various re-
gional customs.

The main purpose of
marriage. according to Hindu
religion, is to leave behind
the next generation, better
said in Sanskrit as putrartho
kriate varja (wife — to give a
son). On the death of parents,
father or mother, the son is
to perform the religious rites
called Pindodan in order to
release their beings from ap-
parition. The wife follows
the husband, that is why the
wife is called Sahadharmini,
or co-religionist, which is
more easily understood as co-
travellers.

Iswarchandra Vidyasagar
introduced the practice of
marriage of widows on the
ground that it has been men-
tioned in "Parashar Samhita"
(a part of the scripture), that
in case of death of the hus-
band. the wife can take an-
other husband. Divorce is
permissible in case~ the
woman is incapable of con-
ception. The number of chil-
dren in the family will be
such that it does not create

tﬁarﬁage has been classified

Christion) marriage : Proclagning man and wife

—

niran and Jemima
during their marriag
in Paris. Sports World |

distress in the family.
Buddhist Marriage

Pali literature states that
in the Buddhist community,
the marriage of a man is
called "Abaha" and that of a
woman is called "Bibaha"
which we know as marriage. I
have learnt from a local
Buddhist high priest that the
principal part of the cere-
mony involving marriage is
held at the bridegroom's res-
idence. It is atltended by invi-
tees who are called the wit-
nesses to the marriage.
There is no written conffact
in the Buddhist marriage
ceremony. Lord Buddha,
while addressing a group of
brides proceeding towards
their husbands’ house,
stressed that the principal
role of a housewife is that of a
housekeeper. The marriage
ceremony of Bangladeshi
Buddhists are similar to
those of the Sinhalese. It is
however extremely necessary
that at least five monks
should be invited te the
bride's house and that she
should devoutly listen to
their advice before proceed-
ing to the husbarnd's house.
The 10 advice constitute a
prescription for model con-
duct in the husband's house
which reminds of reverence
and duties to the elders, of
using discretion in social
dealing, of upholding the
dignity of the family. of wis-
dom in giving loan and of
helping the poor relations. Of
the ten, the first two deserve
special attention. They cau-
tion the housewife against
two perils: 1) Do not spread
the fire of the house outside;
it forbids against disclosing
the frailties of anyone of the
husband's house to the
neighbours; 2) Do not bring
the fire burning outside into
your house; it forbids against
conveying back to the family
the frailties of anyone of the
husband's house confided to
by the neighbours.

Christian Marriage

The Christian marriage
ceremony is held at - the
church. where the bride and
bride-groom assemble in the
company of their relations,
friends and neighbours. The
priest or the paster ad-
dresses the gathering in the
following words: "My dear
friends., you have come to-
gether in this church so that
the Lord may seal and
strengthen your love fn the
presence of the church's
minister and this commu-
nity....

He commends the virtues
of marriage in accordance

Contimued on page |
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ARKRIAGES are made
M il heaven they say

Wy way up there n
the sky

And rhis 1s what a modern
Indian couple did — literally
late last vear They reached
lor the blue vonder to have an
airy tale wedding recently on
hoard an Air India aeroplane
Aying over 30 000 feet abhove
the grouticd,

An obliging Air India man-
agemenit made all the neces-
sary arrangements, including
the hiring ol a Sikh priest

chanlting mantras rom the
Goranith Sahtbh [Sikh holy
hook| and Indian ragas
(¢ lassical so | walting

down lrom spedkers of the
Airbus 310 jetliner

Dilip Popley. the son of a
Dubai-based Indian busi-
nessiian. and s wife Sunita
Kewalramani. described the
wedding as great and nice.”

"We had wanted some-

thing dillerent. was their
understated dJdescription ol
the evernt aftter the ceremony

e bridegroom s father.
Laximan Popley said after the

marriage  Instead ol keeping
the money that | earn in a
bank 1 decided to spend it,
in a ungue way | decided

about this wedding about 45
davs earlier Everybody was
happy and the mood was joy-
(H s,

‘1 preferred Air India be-
cause | am an Indian and |
could get proper care and at-
tention trom this airline and
they really made it a big suc-
ress,

Mr Popley said the air-_
cralt was chartered for two
hours at a cost of about
Rs 1,400,000 (US $44.657).
He refused to comment on
the total cost of the whole

wedding. including reception
for a 200 guests. But

unolticial
speiil dt least Rs
(US & 418979}

Television crews trom all
over the world descended on
Bonithway 10 shoot the novel
ceretnony. hNo one “’Hlltf‘ﬂ (B
miss 4 lirst

A representative ol the
Guinness Book of World
Records was also there to
Wilness the event.

Amaong the guesis were
the elite of Bombay. including
well known film stars. big
businessmen and politicians

Mr FPopley recalled that
his son was thrilled. "When
he mentioned earlier his de-
sire to have a heavenly wed-
ding. | thought he was joking.
| got such a shock when |
learnt that he was serious
about it.”

According to an Air India
spokesman, it was a first for
the airline and the national
carrier was certainly not go-

=EawrTe ey = —_ L,

vslimales say he
10 million

g Wedding

, tion.of the aircraft. There

ing to be coy about it. Air
India hoardings featuring its
imnascol, the Maharaja, were
changed o "marriage in the
air.’

The airline spared no ef-
lorts to make the occasion a
big success, Boarding passes
were printed specially for the
big occasion. And so were the
tickets. Air India's Managing
Director Captain Mathur
made sure that everything
went without a hitch,

The aircraft was tastefully
decoraled by Pradeep Ruia,
an expert in the line. Caterer
was Sanjeev Kapoor, a vet-
eran in the field.

The ceremony was pers
formed in the sec-

were no seats and everyone
sat on the floor.

Arjuna
Depthnews Asia

q




