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NEWS BRIEFS

Directives to asses
loss in agriculture

The government has di-
rected concerned authorities
to asses losses in agriculture
due to floods which has af-
fected new areas. specially in
Chittagong division. An offi-
cial handout yesterday said

3 arrested from
travel agency

Police yesterday arresied
three people from a travel
agency in the city for cheat-
ing 52 voungmen. Police
raided the travel agency. Air
Missien International. and
nabbed the broker of the
agency. Mizanur Rahman and
its employees Nazimuddin
and Nazmul Abedin. reports
UNB.

OIC FMs meet
Sept 11

OIC foreign ministers at
their upcoming commemora-
tive meeting in Jeddah would
dedicate a day (o discuss the
Bosnia situation. a spokesman
of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said vesterday. The
meeting would begin In
Jeddah on September 11 to
commemorate the 25 years
of the Organisation of Islamic
Conference. he said. reports
BSS.

1 killed, five hurt

.

in thunderboit

BARISAL, Aug 15 Moha-
mmad Jahangir. 20. rick-
shawpuller, was killed and
five others were injured
today by a thunderbolt at
Kalizira Bazar under Jagua
union of Barisal Sadar thana
this morning. pelice said
here. Al least 12 persons
were killed and 50 others
were injured by thunderbolts
in six southern districts of
Barisal division during this
seasorn reports BSS
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'Arms ban now stands null and v01d'

Prime Minisier Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday called
for an emergency summit of
the OIC states to work oult
strategy for protecting inde-
pendence and territorial in-
tegrity of Bosnia-Herzegovina
by detering the Serb aggres-
stun, reports LINB.

She put forward some

| specitic proposals for provid-
. ing the legitimate ‘govern-

ment of the Muslim republic
with moral, material, human-
itartan and military support
enabling it to resist further
acts of aggression.

The Prime Minister sent
the proposals to the heads of
state or government of the

Muslim countries through
letters delivered to the en-
voys of the OIC countries in
[Dhaka vesterday.

r
Begum Zia in her letter

expressed deep concern over
the volatile situation in
former Yugoslavia. particu-
larly the massacre in the en-
claves of Zepa and Srebrenica
after the fall of safe zones to
the Serb aggressors.

Briefing newsmen about
the contents of the proposals
at the Foreign Office, Foreign
Secretary Farooq Sobhan said
Bangladesh has proposed for
tlevelopment of well-armed
six baltalion troops from OIC

states to the 'safe zone' of’

Gorazde.

"Bangladesh is ready to
send one battalion,” he said.

Farooq Sobhan said the
Prime Minister further sug-
gesied that the capability of
the peacekeepers be stren-
gthened in the peninsula
countering the proposal for
reduction of the troops there.

He warned that short of at
least well-equipped six batta-
lion troops would invite fresh
aggression.

Replying to a question, the
Foreign Secretary said
Bangladesh would send even
a regiment if asked for to
prolect the enclave. More
than 1200 Bangladeshi

Dhaka proposes emergency
OIC summit on Bosnia

troops are now deployed in
the UN designated safe zone
of Bihac in Balkan.

Five other OIC troops con-
tributing countries to Bosnia
are Pakistan, Malaysia, Tur-
key. Jordan and Egypt.

The Foreign Secretary
sald the Prime Minister in
her letter expressed the
views in line with the OIC
decisions that the arms em-
bargoe against Bosnlan Mus-
lims "now stands null and
void."”

The Prime Minister has

stressed the need for making

UNPROFOR more credible by
extending its mandate for

See Page 12 Col 1
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Awaml League PI‘EEldEIlt Shmkh Hasma and her pnrl:}r cﬂlleag'ues plamng wreath at the
portrait of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at the Bangabandhu Bhaban yesterday marking the

20th death anniversary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

150 missing
as launch

JHENIDAH, Aug 15: At
least 150 people were miss-
ing after a launch capsize in
the river Chitra, about 16

. kilometre off Narail town.

reports UNB.

Police said ML 'Bashanti
from Khulna went down the
rurbulent river at Raghunath-
pur in Kalia thana in the
afternoon.

The small motor launch
with 150 passengers aboard
was caught in a whirlpool and
overturinied by the strong cur-

rent, witnesses said.

None of the passengers
could be traced, nor anybody
rescued yet, Kalia thana
sources said.

Two cranes [rom Jessore

Cantonmenl reached the spot

See Mape (2001 5
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By-polls deferral not
dictated, vows CEC

By Staff Correspondent

Chief Election Commi-
ssioner (CEC] .Justice AKM
Sadecue has reluted the
allegations that he was in-
structed bv the governnient
to defer the by-elections.

"] gan say on vow, though

-a man of my status should not

do this, that 1 did not have
any eommunication with any-
body in the government re-
garding deferral of by-elec-
tions.” he told this corre-
spondent yesterday.

Said the CEC. "[t was
done absolutely because ol
the flood situation. It was my
own decision and nobody in-
fluenced me io make it". He
also said he would announce
the election schedule as soon
at the Hood situation im-
proves.

He said deferral of elec-

tion by 90 more day did not

always mean that-the election
would be held on the last day
of the 90-day extension. The
Election Commission would
have to hold by-elections Lo
144 seats. he said and added.
"The commission cannot go
for general elections.”

Recognising the fact that
all concerned districts were
not affected by floods. he said
the commission would have
to hold by-elections in all va-
cant seats simultaneously.
There was no scope for sepa-
rate elections. he said.

About some commernts by
opposition leaders against
him. Justice Sadeque said.
"The nation will see how I
will conduct the elections.”

The by-elections to 144
seats. of which 142 fell va-
cant due to absence of

See Page 12 Col 1

Opposition
announces

programmes
today

By Staff Correspondent

The three major opposi-
tion political parties — the
Awami League, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami — will
announce their identical agi-

‘tation programmes from sep-

arate public meetings today
to press dissolution of par-
liament and holding of gen-
eral elections under a neutral
caretaker government.

Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina will address
the party meeting at
Bangabandhu Avenue. Today's
AL meeting is also part of its
programme for observance of
the 20th death anniversary of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

The Jativa Party will or-

| ganise a public meeting at

S».-.g Pagt 12 Col 8

'Hartal observed
peacefu]ly

By Staff Correspondent

A half-day hartal ealled by
the Awami League was ob-
served across the country
yesterday peacefully.

The hartal was called to
press the demand for repeal
of Indemnity Ordinance that
blocks the trial of those in-
volved in the killing of Ban-
gabhandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and his family
members and other national
leaders on August 15, 1975,

The 6-hour shutdown was
part of the ‘National
Mourning Day' programme of
the AL to mark the 20th
death anniversary of Sheikh
Mujib. Ever since 1992, the
party observes a hartal on the
day.

In the city, the hartal
hours passed off peacefully
barring stray incidents at

Shalibagh and Motijheel ar-
eas. Pickets damaged two po-
lice vehicles at Shahbagh and
another at Motijheel.

All modes of transport,
except manually-driven rick-
shaws and rickshaw vans
went off the city roads.
Educational Iinstitutions,
business houses and non-gov-
ernment offices also re-
mained closed while atten-
dance in government offices
was thin.

During hartal hours the
city experienced heavy rains
which slowed down picket-
ing by the pro-hartal activists.
Heavy contingent of police
and para-military BDR were
deployed in different city
flash points to avert untoward
incident.

See Page 12 Col 4
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'Corporate tax rate should be

below 20pc to attract FDI'

The ceountry s corporate
tax rates should be brought
down to a level not higher
than 20 per cent from the
current 35 per cent Lo 47.5
per cent level to attract more
foreign direct investment
(FDI. suggested a recent re-
Ot

The report of the Policy
implementation and Analysis
Group (PIAG). also advised
nol Lo extend the current tax
holidavs {or industries set up
after June 2000, the date up
to which it has been ex-

tended in this year's budget

“The attraction of foreign
investment would undoubt-
edly be enhanced if taxes
were at low levels — at levels
vcomparable to those main-
tained in foreign investors
own countries and in other
countries which are compet-
ing with Bangladesh for for-
eign investment,' said the
report. which 1s due to be
submitied to the governiment
by a Washington-based con-
st tancy finm.

The report, prepared by

By Rashed Mahmud Titumir

the PIAG. a project of the
Minisiry of Industries and US

Agency for International
Development (USAID} and
managed by International

Management and Commu-
nications Corporation. Wash
ington, will then be reviewed
by the government., said
additional secretary of the
ministry and project di-
reclor Yusuf Hossain.

When asked to comment
on  the proposals recom-
mended by the report. the

See Page 12 Col 7

The High Court issued a
rule Monday upon the pre-
sent and a former secretary
of the Works Ministry to

| show cause within two weeks
l why they should not be pros-

ecuted for contempt of court,
reports UNB
A division bench compris-
ing Justice Naimuddin
Ahmed and Justice Md Ruhul
Amin issued the contempt
rul¢ upon Md Abdul Hakim,
former Works Secretary and
al present Defence Secretary,
ind Hasinur Rahman, the
present Works Secretary.
Another HC bench com-
prising Justice Gazi
Shafiuddin and Justice Kazi
See Pape 12 Col 7

Brmg the real culprits to book, says Fakri

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG., Aug 15:
“Still | am mentally upset
though | started attending
my office last Saturday.” said
millionaire businessman
Taher Ali Fakri while
to The Daily Star in an exclu-
sive interview today.

“Thanks to Almighty Allah
that | am saved.” said Fakri
whose abduction from the
pert city recently raised
alarm in the business com-
munity here.

Fakri got a dramatic re-
lease on August 5 my release
from the hands of abductors

without ransom is a miracle.
Nobody believes that | was
freed withoui money. It is the
mercy of Almighty Allah.” he
said

"It is also surprising how
they dared to kidnap me in
such a way.” he added.

Fakri was kidnapped by
three artned goons on
5 from Nur Ahmed in
the city while he was on way
o his office by his car &t
about 9:30 am.

Narrating his hostage life
Fakri said that he was kept in
three separate places on

three nights in neighbouring
villages at Fatikchhari.

He was shifted to those
places by baby-taxi, Fakri said
"during my stay there [ could
not take any other food ex-
cept tea and biscuits due to
my mental tension”.

“The armed goons brought
for me rice. fish and other
curries. Even. they offered
me apples but | declined to
Lale"

| want justice. The real
culprits should be brought to
book and punished.” he said
categorically in reply to a

guestion. He felt that mea-
sures be taken to stop recur-
rence of such incidents.
Fakri, a trader and an in-
vestor in Chittagong Export
Processing Zone (CEPZ) said
‘pressmen did a lot fer me
and all response from ¥arious
quarters came only |
thelr coverage
anvbody louches
will inform the
then and there,” he said.
Fakri. father of two sons
and two daughters hails from
(iujrat and has been living
here for the last 45 years

| =6

Khaleda cold-shoulders
Ishtiaq formula

By Nazmul Ashraf

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is “inflexible” on
the Opposition demand lor a
non-party caretaker govern-
ment to conduct the next
general elections, according
to sources close to her.

"Rather, she is willing to
implement her earlier pledge
to resign 30 days ahead of
general elections, in the
wake of the Opposition's
planned agitation to press for
their demand.” the sources
saic].

Begum Zia, also chairper-
son of the ruling BNP, ex-
pressed this sentiment while
discussing the overall politi-
cal situation with her senior
party colleagues on Sunday.

“She also cold-shouldered
the latest formula suggested
by noted lawyer Syed Ishtiaq
Ahmed.” an influential party
leadder who attended ihe
meetling told The Daily Stat:

Narsingdi ASP
killed 1n
road accident

NARSINGDIL, Aug 15 Addi-
fioial Police Superintendent
of the district died on the
spot when the jeep he was
iravelling fell into a roadside
ditch near Kendua Bridge on
lJanga road about 14
kilometres off the town last
night, reports UNB.

Police and witnesses said
ASP (Circle)] Joinal Abedin
along with two Inspectors of
sadar thana Ali Newaz and
Farazi and five other consia-
bles in a drive arresied two

accused - Abdur Rahman and
Masud Mia — from village
Hasanhata in Palash thana |

See Page 12 Col 3
Biman cancels
today's flights

to Calcutta

The Biman Bangladesh
Alrlines cancelled all its
three scheduled flights to
Calcutta for today because of a
strike there, a Biman press
telease said yesterday. re-
ports BSS.

However, the airlines has
arranged a special flight to-
morrow at 8.15 am tg adjust
the passengers of the can-
celled flights. ;

Passengers booked for to-
day's flights have been re-
quested to contact Biman
reservation lor re-scheduling

See Page |2 Col 5

yesterday.
BNP sources, however,

noted that tfhe party high-
command is yet to reach a
consensus on ways to over-
come the 19 month-long po-
litical impasse caused by the
Opposition's demand for a
caretaker government.

The three major opposi-
tion parties — Awami League,
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami — are scheduled to an-
nounce identical agitation
programmes today. includ-
ing ‘mon-stop hartals and
bharricades’.

Apparently worried by the
Opposition's preparation’s for
carrying out the planned agi-
tations, the ruling party is
learnt to have adopted a "wait
and see” policy and are
weighing several options to
resolve the political crisis,
including making fresh offer
for talks with the Oppeosition.

— Star photo

Mourning day
~ observed
By Staff Correspondent

The 20th death anniver-
sary of Bangabandhu Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman was .
served yesterday thr
the country amidst mour

for the architect of the inde-
pendent state of Bangladesh.
Awami League (AL) and
several other political parties
and socio-cultural organisa-
tions observed the day as
"National Mourning Day.” The
Al also enforced a country-
wide half-day ‘hartal’ de-
manding trial of the killers of
See Page 12 Col 6

Singapore trade
team due today

A 15-member business
delegation from Singapore
arrives in Dhaka today to ex-
plore trade and investment
prospects in Bangladesh, par-
ticularly in the fisheries sec-

lor, reports UNB,
The delepation

_ : I‘Eﬂ‘
Edith Cheong Choy }kqﬂ‘ ] E'-
Singapore Trade Develop-
ment Board, comprises
members of the Board as well
as the Seafood Industries
Association of Singapore
(SIAS).

During their five-day stay
in Bangladesh. the team from
island state will meet the
members of Bangladesh
Frozen Food Exporters’ Asso-
ciation (BFFEA) in Chittagong
and Khulna.

On the concluding day, a
memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU]) is expected to be
signed between BFFEA and
SIAS for mutual cooperation

See Page 12 Col 8

AL leader Momin
Talukder dead

Member of the Advisory
Council of Bangladesh Awami
League and former state
minister Abdul Momin
Talukder died in Phaka yes-
terday morning of heart fail-
ure. He was 67, BSS.

A freedom fighter, Momin
Talukder left behind his wife,
three sons and a daughter,

See .Page 12 Col 2 j
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Rajuk Commercial Plot
Auction Notice

Most ideally located Residential-
Cum-Commercial Plot No.
measuring more or less 334.57 Sqr. Metre
(5 katha) each on Road No. 113/A at
Gulshan, Dhaka will be allotted for 99

years lease on open auction.

Applications on prescribed form to
be obtained with terms and conditions
from Janata Bank, Rajuk Branch, Dhaka
on payment of Tk.500/=(five hundred)
only in cash for each set (non-
refundable) and will be received by the
Deputy Director (Estates) from the
intending bidders up to 2.00 PM on

20 and 22

The auction will be held on 30.8.95 i
the Conference Room, 3rd floor of the
Rajuk Bhaban, Dhaka at 10.00 AM.

Chairman

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

Dhaka




