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Manzur Morshed Khan,
Special Envey of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
has said that garment indus-
tries have good prospect but
they will have to survive
through compeétition by Im-
preving and maintaining
standard of quality of their
products, reports BSS.

Describing, garment in-
dustries as ’‘employment
generating big private ven-
ture” he pointed out that
Bangladesh as a developing
country would have to face
many challenges in market-
ing its products including
global competition, restric-
tions and various nthf_:r im-
pediments.

Speaking as. chief guesi at
the inaugural session of in-
ternational seminar on
“implications of the phasing
coul of Multifibre
Arrangement (MFA)" at a lo-
cal hotel this morning, he
said that absence of high
technology. import of tex-
tiles. tariflf problems, social
conditions. environmental

pr:}hlfms had stood in the
way of developing garment
sector. but concerted efforts
wollld have to be put in to
overcome such problems so
that bulging garment indus-

tries get further boost for
economic progress of the
country.

The seminar held under
the joint auspices of Intern-
ational Trade Centre [ITC)
Geneva, Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB) and Bangladesh
Garments Manufacturer and
Exporters Association
IBGMEA) was presided ovet
by Redwan Ahmad. MP, S M
Fazlul Huq. Senior Vice
President of BGMEA, Asaf:
uddowla, Secretary. Ministry
of Commerce, Anisul Huq
Chowdhury, Vice Chairman of
Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB) and Entero Hyvarinen,
representative of ITC pre-
serited papers on the subject.

Morshed Khan called
upon the international trade
centre Lo play more effective
role in identifying and solving
problems ol garment sector
in dfveluping countries to
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Garment industries will have to
survive thru' quality improvement| All housewives are good manqers |

enable them to survive global
competition. In this connec-
tion he said that developed
countries were putting re-
sirictions on garment prod-
uclts in some way or other
and the ITC would have to
torward to .solve the
problems faced by garment
seclor of the developing
countries.

He said that garment sec-
tor in Bangladesh had the
opportunity to train man-
power and thus they should
also concentrate on devel-
opment of human resources.
He also called for creating
world fund for compensating
ecological damage wherever
such thing happens because
of the existende of garment
industries. He said, the ques-
tion of child labour in gar-
ment industries should be
considered from the prevail-
ing social conditions of
Bangladesh and not from any
other angle.

Mershed Khan said. "l am
very much optimistic about
marketing of Bangladeshi
products including garments
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and | have seen some of our
products m foreign markets.
Our products will find wider
markets when we improve

and maintain quality”, he
added.

Asafuddowla in his paper
pointed out that there were
conspiracies against market-
ing of Bangladeshi garments
in the lorm of ecological
problem, child labour, and
discrimination. He called
upon the garment exporters
to face the challenges by im-
proving and maintaining
standard of quality of their
products.

Entero Hyvarinen in his
paper also identified some
problems of the garment
sector and the role of ITC in
salving those problems.

The seminar was split
into three sessions . lnaﬁgura]
session. first session and the
second session. In the last
two sessions, problems and
their- solution and prospects
of garment industries were
discussed by local and inter-
national experts.

EW_ aian
of Rupali Bank

Mohammad Abu Hena.
Member, Planning Commiss-

jon, has been appointed

Chairman of Rupali Bank Ltd.
says a press release yeatf:r—

He juincd Civil Service of
Pakistan (CSP) in 1963 and
held various responsible po-
sitions. He was appointed as
Ambassador to Japan in
March: 1991 and served
there till July. 1992, later in
Philippines till December.
1993.

He served as Sec:retary of
the Ministry of Jute, Ministry
- of Fisheries and Livestock till
March, 1995 He joined as
Member of the Planning
Commission at the end of

March. 1995.

BOC Bangladesh
admits media
report onoxygen
shortage
BOC Bangladesh Limited

regrets that the reports pub-
lished in some newspapers

on the shortage of oxygen in

Khulna and Rajshahi divisions
‘during the last few days are
by and large true. says a press
release yesterday

The’ Khulna plant of the
company. which is the only

plant of the company in
North Bengal, developed |
some mechanical faults dur-
ing the third week of last
month as a result of which if
had to be shut down.
Immediate arrangements
were made to meet the de-
mand of the local customers -
from alternative sources.
These included trucking of
cylinders f{rom Dhaka,
despatching bulk liquid oxy-
-gen from Dhaka and setting
up at Khulna of a liquid oxy-
gen storage tank. While doing
80, special care was taken to
make medical oxygen avail-
able in preference to indus-
trial oxygen so that the hos-
pitals and clinics of the above
areas do not suffer.

- However, in spite of all
: thta: arrangements,
shortfall still 'exists because
of difficulties in transporta-
tion such as traffic jam at
Aricha ghat and product
shortage created by a sharp
rise in demand in the recent
meonths throughout the coun-
try. - :
W"I‘hc Khulna plant is still
under maintenance and BOC
Bangladesh hopes production
will resume shortly. It will be

appropriate to mention here _

that the country's largest Air
Separation Plant with a pro-
duction capacity of 1000 cu-
bie metres of Oxygen/
Nitrogen per hour has been
erected by BOC Bangladesh
Limited at Rupganj near
Dhaka which is ex;:;:;cd tis
into uction e nex
Ennth p%li new plant will
nearly treble our present
capacity and
sufficient gas to meet future
demand for many years.

Environment and Forest
Minister Akbar Hossain yes-
terday suggested formulation

of a viable plan for the inte-

drated resource development

of the Sundarbans so that it

could bé implemented to
serve the interest of the na-
tion, reports BSS.

The minister also said that
all aspects of the Sundarbans
and its ecology should be
studied scientifically for sus-
‘tained development as it is a
unique resource from na-
tional as well as global con-
text.

. JAkbar. Hessain made this
comment at a seminar on the
progress of the project
"Integrated resource devel-

serve forests” held at the
conference room of the for-
est department at Banbhaban
at Mohakhali here.
Conducted with the tech-
nical'assistance of FAO and

project are to formulate a

some |

produce |

development of the

. I Sundarbans, scientific study

of its ecology and other dif-
ferent aspects, development
of managgment practices and
suggesting a strategy for sus-
tained development and ex-
ploitation of its resources.

UNDP the .objectives of the

plan for integrated resource:

opment of the Sundarban re- .

Chaired by the minister
the seminar was attended by
the concerned national and
international consultants.
forest experts, academicians.
chief conservator of forests
Dr. Shamsur Rahman and
senior officials of the min-
istry. .

Referring to harnessing of
sustainable economic re-
sources of the Sundarbans
the minister said it provides
us variety of timber species
and other resources like

PDB Central Zone
collects Tk 10 c¢r
revenue

Revenue amounting to Tk |

10 crore 4 lac 71 thousand
was collected by the 'Central
Zone' of Power Development
Board (PDB) during the
month of July '95 . says a
press release.

1002 electricity connec-
tions were also disconnected
for non-payment of outstand-
ing bills amounting to Tk 36
lac 31 thousand in Svlhet
Circle and 385 for non-pay-
ment of Tk 2 lac 87 thousand
in Mymensingh Circle of
Central Zone during the same
month.

Formulation of plan suggested
for resource dev of Sundarbans

glopata, honey, fish and in-
numerable wildlives. It also

‘protests us from cyclones, ti-

dal surges and is also an at-
tractive place for the tourists.

Pointing out the
provement of management of
the Sundarbans he said to
achieve this goal top priority
should be giverni on improve-
ment of security and trans-
‘portation in the area.

The integrated resource
development projeci started
in February 1992 and ex-
pected to be completed by
the end of September this
year. So far Officer-in-Charge
(Expatriate) of the project
has been c¢hanged three
times and national prgject
directors five times affecting
continuity of the work. an of-
ficial comment on the report
said.

Under the project 18 in-
ternational and 11 national
consultants worked in differ-
ent disciplines whose con-
tracts ranged from 15 days to
22 months.

Some of the participanits
at the seminar observed that
some of the reports were. in-
complete, incorrect. unac-
ceptable and against the in-
terest of the Sundarbans it-
self and the nattnn as a

whole.

tourists. 3

Govt firm to
pay fair price
to jute growers

GHIOR (Manikganj), Aug
13: Jute Minister A S M
Hannan Shah yesterday said
the government is deter-
mined to pay fair price fo
Jutle growers, reports BSS.

Addressing a gathering at
Ghior thana sadar of
Manikganj district here, the
minister said the Bangladesh
Jute Mills Corporation

(BJMC) has opened 150 jute
purchase centres throughout
the country to give fair price
to jute growers.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Chief Whip of the
Jatiya Sangshad Khandokar
Delwar Hossain.

Jute Minister and the

Chief Whip exchanged views

with the jute growers, busi-
nessmen and local people
about the price and produc-
tion of jute in the area.

The Jute Minister assured
the local people that a BJMC

jute purchase centre will be
opened at Ghior bazar
. shortly.
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For motoring enthusiasts, Arabian Adventures have tied up with Dubai s newest sports
facility — the Formula Dne indoor gokarting track — for regular practice rnunds for

Arabian Adventures new
winter programimes

Helicopter tours and in-
dour go-karting in-Dubai are
two tour programines to look
forward to this autumn/
winter season from Arabian
Adventures. the Destination
Management Company of
Ewnirates. the international
airline ol the UAE. says a
press release.

From September 1. tou-
risis to Dubai can enjoy sce-
nic helicopter rides around
Dubai eity. conducted in
association with Aerogulf, a
local helicopler operator,

The 10-minute rides, lor

up to four passengers per he-
icoprer. take off and land at.
Daube Creek Goll and Yacht

Club's ‘helipad. Visitors enjoy
bird's eye views of Dubai's
flying over the Dubai
Creek with its dhows

(traditional UAE boats) and"

abras (water taxis), the tow-
ering skyscrapers, the old
sectors of town and the gr-
een expanses ol golf courses
and parks.

Longer rides covering

Dubai’'s spectacular deserts,

the Fossil Rock or the Hatta |

Fort Hotel at which visitors
can spend the day, can also
he arranged. Arabian Adven-
tures organises such special
itineraries on request.

For motoring enthusiasts,
Arabian Adventures has lied
up with Dubai’s newest sports
facility the Formula One in-
door ge-karting track-for
regular practice rounds for
Llourists.

Formula One, the first in-
door go-kart facility in the
Middle East, offers 300 me-
tres of track and light-wei-
ght, miniature single seater
race cars produced by Jordan
Karting of the UK.

Computerised lap scoring,
timing and race contrels, a
large video wall display above
the track, and the world's
largest Scalextric track

where visiters can enjoy re-

mote controlled racing of

. Formula One car models, are

the other state-of-the-art fa-
cilities offered.
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CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

Women Entrepreneurs

Tasmeema Hossain : Editor, Anannya magazine

All housewives are also
managers and entrepren-
eurial skills should come to
them naturally, observes
Tasmeema Hossain, owner
and editor of Anannya, a bi-
monthly women's magazine
published from Dhaka.

She holds that the organi-
sation and running of a
household is very similar to
that of an office. As a result.
women have a lot of experi-
ence in management, fi-
nances and organisation. she

Hossain started out being
a housewife but fate led her
into other fields. "Everybody
has a desire. | always wanted
to do something. As a result |
have taken different courses
and tried to involve myself in
different things.” she says.

Her husband's, Anwar
Hossain Monju's, political ca-
reer was another factor that
drew her out of the home. A
woman is very adaptable and
s0 she can do many things.
Besides doing traditional
things. | have also gone to ru-
ral areas Lo campaign on my
husband's behalf. And now |
am taking care of his facto-
ries [a textile and a packag-
ing {actory) so he can devote

more time to politics," she
SAYS.
Her Iinterest in the

magazine business grew after
some practical experience.
She volunteered for a while
at an organisation which
brought out its own publica-
tion. And observed the pro-
duction of the daily Ittefaqg, of
which her hugband is a part
owner. "l have learned a lot
Irom my husband's bysiness.’
she says.

She started Anannya in
1988 with two other ladies.
"Women didn't have any
olher platform Dbesides
Begum (a weekly women's
magazine). |1 saw there was a
market. and need for a
magazine with a' modern out-
look and which was created
with modern technology”.

When she first started,
her husband treated it like
she was doing it out of "shok”
{fancy). Others regarded it as
another offshoot of Ittefag. "1
just let them talk and contin-
ued to do what I needed to
do,” says Hossain.

According to Hossain, vi-
sion and viability are the two
most important things for a
magazine's success, The aim
of Anannya is to inform peo-
ple about the things women
are doing, how far they have
come and where they are.

“Mir Shawkat
- off to Mah

Labour and Manpower
Minister Mir Shawkat Ali left
the city for Mali Saturday
night on a five-day official
visit, repurts UNB.

The minister will discuss
the possibility of sending
Bangladeshi agricultural la-
hourers there on crop shar-
ing basis with the authorities
concerned.

BB Deputy -
Governor Visits
StanChart Savar

EPZ branch

Mahbubur Rahman Khan.
Deputy  Governor  of
Bangladesh Bank. yesterday
visited Standard Chartered
Bank's {StanChart) Savar EPZ
Branch, The Deputy Governor
expressed his satisfaction at
the level of services being
rendered by Standard
‘Chartered Bank_to its exporl
clients. He. however, empha-
sised on more “Customer
Friendly” approach in bank-
ing. He expected that in the
changed market scenario
hankers should work as
Financial Consultant to theé
customer rather than servic-
Jing them traditionally, says a
press release.

The Depuly Governor
macde the comment while

. celebrating StanChart's one

year ol service to the enter-
prises at EPZ area. Dr Joslin
Landel Mills. Senior
Economist IMF and IMF
Advisor to Bar-ladesh Bank:
Forrest E Cooxson (rom
Financial Sector Reform
Project (FSRP]. Syed Ashrafl
Ali. Executive Director of
Bangladesh Bank were also
résent. Shareq Fahim
gaﬂnr. StanChart's Account
Relationship Manager wel-

. comed the guests,

By Rashda Khan

"There is a social change tak-
ing place in . and
Anannya’'s job is (o reflect
this change. "™ she says
Anannya is distributed all

over Bangladesh.
A

magazine to bring Taslima

Nasreen on the cover, says

Hossain. She says she re

ceived many dirty and

threatening letters regarding
the Nasreen cover and some

s the first

have been many exitraordi-
nary women in the country's
history. For example. Begum
Rokeya — a leader in female
education. Taposhi Rabeya —
a spiritual leader. "Women
have fought in wars too. But
till recently, a man of lesser
capability got preference over
a more capable woman.” she
says. According to Hossain. if
given equal oppertunity,
woinen would definitely be
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other stories, but she does
not let it bother her. "There
are certain forces that try to
intimidate. This problem
ian'l unique to us, its happen-

ing in America as well, But
you shouldn't let it stop vou,
she says.

Hossain believes that it is
possible for women to work
while keeping the values of
Islam intact. She says only a
handful of people benefit by
using religion to hold women
back. According to her, this
would not be possible if
women were more knowl-
edgeable about Islam.

She points out that there

able to stand their ground.

Hossain is however, opti-
mistic that a brighter future
awaits women, She says soci-
ety needs everyone's partici-
pation. "There is a need and a
demand, and more and moré
wormnen are coming out to ful-
fill them.”

She says that presently
there is a global understand-
ing that there can be no de-
velopment without women;
Even Bangladesh is mcngnis—

"ing this fact. Many taboo pro-

fessions are now open 1o
women. "Thev realise Lhat
women s participation is
essential for the survival of

the whole of Bangladesh. Now
that its a guestion of survival.
the mmmm.“
says Hossain

Hossain has four d&u‘h_
ters. "1 definitely want them
lo succeed in this world and
live like all humans should.”
she says. As a result she is

doing her little bit tn change
the world.

Anannya promotes young
women wrilers and emerging
lemale journalists. "In Mtera-
ture most of the famous writ-
ers are men. | am sure
women can write too. Se |
give women writers and
journalists preference and an
opportunity to get published.’

She also adds that
Anannya does pot merely re-
port on issues and news but
also follows up on them. For
cxample, their handling of
the 'Sunset Rule issue
idealing with regulations re-
darding the often dark
movement of female students
of Dhaka University living in
the residence halls) con-
sisted of not only letting
people know what the rules
and the problems were. "We
i#lso did a follow up to see
how the situation was pro-
Uressing, what were the
views of female students.
what was their future plans
regarding the changing of the
obsolete rules.” says Hossain.

Anannya is targeted mot
only towards women. but te-
wards the entire family.
Hossain believes that atti-
judes are built during the
growing years and so, for true
change to happen the atti-
tudes and perspectives of the
entire family must change.
However, she emphasises
ihat this has to be a gradual
vhange and cannol happen
over night.

‘She happily poinis out
that many men also read
Anannya. "They get to see our
side. And their input helps us
to see the male side too.” she

Hossain does Anannya’s
administrative work. She also
supervises the advertisement
collection, helps plan as-
signments, keeps tabs on
story situations and writes
the editorial. Through it all
her family and home remain

her priorities. How does she
manage between her family.
Anannya and her husband's
factories? "l can do a lot to-
sether, thanks to the organi-
silional skills 1 developed
when 1 was just a housewile.”
she replies, laughing.

Fisheries Fo_gtnight begins on Aug 16

80 pc of animal protein in diet

supplied by fish alone

A fortnight-long nation-
wide campaign begins on
August 16 for further devel-
opment of fisheries resources
that currently account for 12
per cent of the country's ex-
port earning, reports UNB. |

Prime Minister Begum
Khileda Zia will inaugurate
the Fish Fortnight '95 at the
BARC auditorium.

Fisheries sector con-
iributes 4.2 per cent to the
GDP. Directly or indirectly
about 10 per cent people are
dependent on fish and fish-
eries-related activities.

About 80 per cent of the
animal protein in the diet of
the people is supplied by fish
alone the per-capita daily fish
consumption being at pre-
sent 25 gram against mini-

U
gram. -

Official sources told UNB
that the country has 4.05
million hectares of inland
open waters with a high
potential of fish. production
and 0.28 million hectares of
inland closed walers in the
torm_ of {resh water ponds
{0.147 million ha) and
brackish water shrimp farms
(0.135 millien haj} in the
coastal region.

The marine waters of the
courntry in the Bay of Bengal
are estimated about 48385 sq
nautical miles with Exclusive
Economic Zone extending
upto 200 nautical miles from
the base line.

Inland waters -of the
country are inhabited by

requirement

of 75 -

about 258 indigenous and 8
exotic species of fish and 22
species of prawn. The marine
waters in the Bay are the
habitat of about 475 fish and
38 shrimp species,

In 1993-94 fish output. of
the country was 1.08 miillion
tons [inland open waters
0.55 million tons closes wa-
ters 0.27 million tons and

marine waters 0.26 million
tons).

In that fiscal year Tk
9209.6 million was earned fh
this sector by exporting
31.035 tons of fish
and fishery proeducts. Some
Tk 5266.2 million was
carned by exporting 26.109

tons of fish and fishery prod-
uets in 1?90*‘3!-
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Mahbubur Rahman Khan, Deputy Governowof Bangladesh Bank, celebrating Standard
Chartered Bank’s one year of service at Dhakd EPZ, Savar yvesterday.



