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Glittering day in Gothenburg | |Dream turns into reality!

The world Johnson's oyster

GOTHENBURG,
Aug 12: Michael
Johnson sprin-
ted to a unique
golden double.
Kim Batten's
dream ol a world record
came true and Sergei Bubka
spared to a fifth successive
pole vault title in a dramatic
day at the World Athletics
championships on Friday.
reports Reuter.

If that was not enough for
the 40,000 capacity crowd in
the sun-drenched Ullevi
Stadium, Kenyan Moses
Kiptanui won a third 3,000
metres steeplechase title In a
row in the third fastest time
ever and German Lars Riedel
completed a discus hattrick.

Olympics or the World

The 27-year-old Texan.
who won the 400 metres ti-
tle on Wednesday in the sec-
ond fastest time ever run.
came flying out of the 200
turn half a metre clear.

He opened up an ever-in-
creasing lead down the home
straight to win in 19.79 sec-
onds, only 7-100ths outside
Italian Pietro Menneas 1979
record of 189.72, the cldest in
the book.

Defending champion Fran-
ke Fredericks of Namibia
took the silver in 20.21
ahead of American Jeff
Williams who finished third
in 20.18.

Afterwards Johnson lay
down on the track on his
back and accepled the con-
gratulations of his rivals after
reclaiming the title he last
held in 1991 to win his
fourth overall individual
world crown.

Johnson said: "Story of the
week: very close to the world
record, anyway, [I'm ex-
hausted but I'd like to thank
the organisers for allowing
me to do it the way it was.
"He said he was keen to run
in the 4x400 metres relay at
the weekend.

Christie sticks

to his guns

GOTHENBURG, Aug 12:
Britain's 100 metres cham-
pion Linford Christie con-
firmed on Friday he intended
lo retire at the end of the

current season, reports
Reuter.

In an interview with
Swedish television Christie

said he was not going to de-
fend his title at next year's
Atlanta Olympics.

"l have made my decision
and I'm sticking to it,” he
said.

Christie, 35, finished sixth
in Sunday's world 100 me-
ires final after aggravating a
hamstring injury in the semi-
linals,

An Iranian way
of protest !

TEHRAN. Aug 12: An
Iranian wrestler taking part
in a World Championship has
thrown away a match in
order to avoid meeting an
Israeli at a later stage
Tehran Radie said on Friday.
reports Reuter.

"Since Iran does not
recognise a couniry by the
name of lsrael... it was
deemed best that he lose this
easy match so that he would
not later have to face (an
Israeli wrestler).” the radio
said .

The radio was referring to
Amir Raza Khadem losing on
Thursday te Turkey's
Sabahettin Ozturk in the firsi
round of the world Iree
wrestling championship in
Atalanta.

Khadem. a 1992 Barcelona
Olympics bronze medalist.
lost the 82-kg weight cate-
gory match on warnings after
1 minute, 30 seconds. the
radio said.

Iranian television said
Khadem may have been
barred from the champi
enship if he had beaten
Ozturk and then refused o
meel the Israeli wrestler
losing his chance for a brons«
medal.

it did not give the name ol
the israeli wrestler.

Khadem was intentionally

backing off instead of actively
facing Osturk in order (o lose

on warnings. it said.

Muster in
semis

SAN MARINO, Aug 12:
Top seed Thomas Musier
reached the semifinals of the
San Marino Open om Friday
while Spain's Alberto Costa.
whe beat him in Sunday s
Ausirian Open final. retire
injured in another quarter-li-
nal. reports Reuter.

Muster, who struggled
through a ue-break in his
first set. beat Romanian
Adrian Voinea 7-6. 2-6. 6-4.

While Johnson merely
added another chapter to his
growing legend, Batten made
an alinost legendary come-

back sctiing a world record

three months after hav-
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Kenvun Moses Kiptanui leaps over the water jump, with his compatriot Mathew DBirir in

(Okkert Brits. the 2] -year-
old South African who lasi
month became only the third
man in history to vault six
meires and who was an out-
sidle tip to dethrone Bubka

B.02.08,

‘It was an easy race for
me. | could have broken the
world record.”" he said. "But
4000 metres before the finish
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hot persuit during the men's 3,000m steeplechase final at the World Athletics
Championships in Gothenburg on August 11. Kiptanui won the gold medal in clocking 8

minutes 4.16 seconds.

ing emergency surgery
her appendix.

The 26-year-old Ameri-
can, her face almost masked
by wrap-around sunglasses.
came down the home
straight matching her
American teammalte Tonja
Bufford stride for stride.

But Batten just edged
ahead on the line to clock 52:
61 seconds, breaking absent
champion Sally Gunnells
world record, set by the
Briton at the 1993 World
Championships in Stuttgart,
by 13-100ths of a second.

Also missing was pre-race
favourite Marie-Jose Perec ol
France, who pulled out of the
race with a hamstring injury
despite winning the 400
metres flat title on Tuesday.

Buflords time of 52.62 alsu
beat Gunnells record aiud
Deon. Hemmings sel a
Jamaican national record 1o
take the bronze in 53.48 sec
oAl NI A

“Yesterday | had a dream

1

that | broke the world
record. It was the most vivid
dream [ ever had.” sail

Batten afterwards.

"People talking aboul it
being a weak f[ield didn't
know what they were on
about. It was always going 1o
be tough and | had to run fast
to win.”

Among all the glory there
were the inevitable tears of
unexpecied defeat.

Defending women's 800
metres champion Maria
Mutola of Mozambique, one ol
the hottest favourites in the
entire championships. was
disqualified. just like
American Gwen Torrence in
Thursday's 200 metres final.
for siepping on the line dur
ing the opening phase of her
semifinal.
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MICHAEL JOHNSON

disappointingly finished out-
side the medals in [ourth
place after failing at 5.80.
Bubka, now 31, who first
won this title when he was
19 in 1983 tock the gold
with a clearance of 5.92 me-
tres but failed with three at-
tempts to improve his own
outdoor world record by one
centimetre to 6.15 metres.
Kiptanui led from start to
finish in the 3,000 metres
steeplechase to win in eight
minutes 4.16 seconds, a time
only he has beaten and close
to his own world record of

— AFP/UNB photo

way behind me so | decided
to save it for Wednesday's
Grand Prix in Zurich.”

Riedel added. another

gold medal to his collection |

after winning the man's dis-
cus in Tokyo in 1991 and in
Stuttgart two year's ago.

MEDALS TABLE

Medals table at the world
Athletics Championships
atter Friday's events.

1iSA B 2 3: I3
laly 2 2 ] 5
Portugal 2 O 1 3
Lrermiany X O 0 2
Likraine 2 O 0 2
feLissia 1 3 6 10
Helanas | 33 2 6
Jarnakea | | 2 i |
auada 1 1 | 3
Finland 1 1 1 3
L kahamas | ] 0} 2
Ethiopia I l ) 2
Careat
| Siitadn 1 I 0O |
P LIVE 1 | 0 2
Foowe | 0 2 3
Alsoria 1 0 0 I
Vrenmark 1 O G 1
S\ T 1 O b} ]
Vadjikistan ] 0 0 |
Cukza ] 2 0 2
Hinmania (} 2 0 2
Bulgaria 0 | ] 2
Hermuda () 1 ] 1
Hurandi 0 | 0 1
Chiina 0 | #] 1
Sl 0 | 0 ]
Kazakhistan 0 1 0 I
Mourocco U i 0 |
MNarndbia {) 1 ¥ |
Zarmlda {) 1 C |
Hungdary ¥ ¥ 2 2
Kemiva 0 0 2 2
Foland 0 0 2 2
Sawdi Aralbia U 0 I |
Drominican
Republic {) 0 I 1
NOrwdYy ¥ ] | I

rinicdad el
| el sagon () ¥ I 1

NEW YORK, Auiv
12 Tennis star
Monica Seles
continued her
return to public
iife on Friday
with a playful appearance on
late -night US television.
admitting L0 nerves over next
week s Canadian Open, her
first tournamen! since being
stabbed on court more than
iwe vears ago. reports
et

il be very nervous,” 21-
vear-old Seles told David
Letterman during the taping
of CBS “Late Show With
David Letterman.” But it'll be
fun te be out there and this is
preparation for the LS
Upen.”

A viggling Seles. dressed
in a short hlack dress with i

Seles busy 1in
B

lural pattern and black slip
ot shoes. was cheered by the
audience ol several hundred
people. She said she loved
the game oo much to guitl
and hoped she would he
playing until she was 35.

‘Hopefully I'll he playing
good and if | dont make a
lool of myself. |1l be fine,’
she said looking torward Lo
the Toronto tournament.

The r1op-ranked player in
the game when she was
sitabbed in the back by a
spectator during a match in
Hamburg on April 30, 1993,
will be making her long-
awiited return o the
wolwn s lour in Canada next
week She was attacked by a
German lan who wanted to
retirn Germany's Stetfi Gral
i b Naopbwer O et hy

S

howbi:

Seles came oul of seclu-
sion (wo weeks ago to play an
exhibition match against
Martina Navratilova in
Atlantic City. New .Jersey’
winning 6-3, 6-2.

On the Lelevision, show,
Seles laughed along with
Letterman as he teased her
about her short dress and the
lammous grunting noises she
akes on court.

=he said the US Open
later this mwownth will be her
real comeback, a return Lo
the Gl Slam evenl she
won in the two vears hefore
thie atlack.

“eles won three Ausiraliin
Opens. three French Opens
and two US Opens amwong her
32 itles in just mwre than
five veurs on the prolessional
Fes b

Yugoslav-born American tennis star Momica Seles appears in a CBS television talk show N

in New York on Aug 11. Seles is expected to return to the professional women s circuit

in Canadian Open this year

—AFP/UNB photo |

GOTHENBURG, Aug 12:
Martin Fiz of Spain came
from behind . to win the

marathon at the World
Championships Saturday.
ahead of Mexican Dionisio
Ceron and Luiz Antonio Dos
Santos of Brazil, reports AP.
Fiz caught up with Ceron
some ten minutes from the
finish. and completed the
42.195 kilometre (26.385
miles) in 2 hours 11.41 min-
utes. Ceron slumped in the

linal two miles (three kilo-

metres) and finished in
2:12.13 as Santos came
through in 2:12.49.

Fiz is the reigning
European champion and has
won four of his last five races.

Defending champion Mark
Plaatjes failed to make the
LS team.

Bubka: Born to
| ]
dominate

GOTHENBURG., Aug 12:
Sergei Bubka strutted across
the stage he was born to
command on Friday, trans-
l[orming again one of the
most thrilling spectacles in
irack and field into raw the-
alre, reports Reuter.

While other champions
lrom his era hawve [altered or
faded at the World Cham-
pieonships. the 31l-year-old
Ukrainian soared to his fifth
world pole vault title in just
three vaults.

He then came desperately
close to his 18th outdoor
world record, failing three
Litnes at 6.15 metres in front
ol a crowd still in a state of
teverish excitement after
Kim Batten's world record in
the 400 metres hurdiles.

Three times Bubka cata-

pulted himself into the heav-
ens and each time he appar-

l ently cleared the bar, only to

knock it over on his way
down.

He also played on the
emotions of the packed
crowd like a master actor,
prowling across the field
between atiempts and wait-
ing until the tension was at
his highest before launching
himself on his approach run.

As a 19-year-old kid from
the Soviet Union, Bubka
vaulted from obscurity to win
gold at the inaugural 1983
Helsinki World Champion-
ships. He won in Rome in
1987, in Tokyeo in 1991,

again in Stuttgart two years

ago and finally in Gothenburg
on Friday. '

Pouring himself a beer
from one sponsor into a plas-
lic cup carrying the insignia
of a soft drink manufacturer.
Bubka said it had been im-
portant to win a fifth cham-
pionship.

"But to be world champion
and break the world record.”
he shrugged. 'li's a bit diffi-
cult.”

Bubka, the [irst man to
break the six metres barrier,
appeared restless and
showed outright impatience
when asked about his world
record plans.

“You think it's very easy.
lie said. "I fight with my body
1nd my mind, it s not easy.”

GOTHENBURG, Aug |2
His third world title securedd

it comlortable fashion, Ken
virrr S.0TH) melres  sieep

lechaser Moses Kiptanui has
another barrier in  mind,
reports Reuler,

‘I want to run below eigiyl
minutes, said the world
record holder, looking ahead
to Wednesdav's Grand Prix
meeting in Zurich.

‘I got what | wanted for
this year,” he said on Friday.
a gold medal dangling from
his neck. his third in con-
~c-cutive World Champion-
Lhips. “The only thing left is
the record.”

He fell more than two
seconds behind his 1992
world mark of eight minutes
2 8 seconds in claiming the
world title in 8:04 16. the
third fastest time ever.

But the speed necessary
lor a record run appeared
ihere as he had no problem
i outracing countryman
C hristopher Koskei. who in-
sists on running barefooted.

“In the last 400 metres |
saw nobody was with me so |

decided to relax." said
~Kiptanui,

Koskei claimed the silver
in 8:09.30 with Sa'ad

Shaddad Al-Asmari of Saudi
Arabia an unexpected third in
5:12. 95 after Kenyan
Matthew Birir fell in the final
lap to place ninth.

Kiptanuli won a 35.000
dollars Mercedes car for the
victory and Al-Asmari said he
had been promised the same
for winning Saudi Arabia's
first medal in the champi-
on

mnul will probably be
even richer after Zurich if he
accomplishes what he said he
would do.

Although | am the world
record holder, it 1s nol
enough.” he remarked. °l
want to do something that
will be remembered as long
as people remember sport.”

GOTHENBURG,
Aug 12: A timely
dip turned Kim
Batten's late-
night dream in-
to an afternoon
surprise on Friday as the
American claimed the
women's 400 metres hurdles
world record at the World

she did not lean as efficiently
at the finish as the more ex-
perienced Batten. "But | felt I
did everything 1 could.” said
Bulford.

- Batten had woken up on
Friclay. afraid that a dream
she had had would aflect her
race.

"I don’'t remember tLhe

The only thing missing
was a little dance Batten had
planned to perform after the
race. "l didn't have the
courage to do it." she said.

Now it will be on to the
Zurich Grand Prix on
Wednesday and a meeting
with France's Marie-Jose
Perec, the world 400 metres
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Kim Batten (R} of the USA after winning the women's 400-
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metre hurdles having a lap Df

honour with compatriot Tonja Buford, who took the silver, in Gothenburg on Aug 11.
Batten set a new world record clocking 52.61 sec.

Athletics Championships.
reports Reuter.

Batten, who 10 weeks ago
was struggling to run at all
because of an emergency ap-
pendectomy, beat compatriot
Tonja Buford by one-hun-
dredth of a second by dip-
ping to the finish line as both
wiped out Sally Gunnel's
1993 world record.

"] saw the time and | said
oh, my God,” said Batten. "l
felt like | had leaned, but |
still didn't know. Then I felt
the air and everybody was
pointing at me. So I thought
maybe in won."

She did win, in 52.61 sec-
ond to Buford's 52.62 as they
surprised everyone by remov-
ing Briton Gunanell's world
record of 52.74 seconds.

Buford appeared to lose
the race in the run-in when

time." Batten said of the
dream. "But [ know it was a
world record time.”

The dream bothered her
as she knows she has a ten-
dency to get over-exited so
she called her coach Terry
Long back home in
Tallahassee, Florida, and
u=ked for advice.

‘1 1old her the race would
ol be won in the first 200
metres, that race manage-
ment would do it.,” Long said
lrom his home.

But Batten could not shake
Buford until that final dip. "1
telt that | was ahead at the
sixth or seventh hurdle.” said
Buford. "l told myself, okay,
relax. You are ahead.

"1 did not relax too much.
| tried as hard as I could off
the last hurdle. But Kim got
ne.

—AFP/UNB photo

champion .who decided not
to try to win the 400 metres
hurdles as well.

"I owe her one. She was
beating up on me in the hur-
dles when | was down. |
refuse to let someone come
in the event and beat me up
like that." said Batten, who
had not been running at top
form in the weeks before the
World Championships be-
cause of inflamed toes.

“I've been trying so hard
to gain respect. No one has
really given it to me,"” she
said. "Even goj into this
meet, | was notl really con-
sidered the favourite. It really
made me mad.

"l said | was going to show
everybody. 1 didn't know 1
was going to break the world
record. But | was going io
show people that | am a good

hurdler.”

A BITE IN DELIGHT: An invincible Ukrainian Scrgel

Il

Bubka bites on his gold medal as if to taste its
worthiness for the men's pple vault final, the event he
has been dominating more than a decade, at the World
Athletice Championships in Gothenburg on Aug 11.

— AFP/UNB photo
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GOTHENBURG. Aug 12:
Britain's Sally Gunnell was
stirred, but not shaken, by
the sight of American Kim
Batten snatching away her
women's 400 tres hurdles
world record at the World
Athletics- Championships on
Friday, reports Reuter,

Gunnell, whose season has
been wrecked by an Achilles
tendon injury, was sitting in
the Ullevi Stadium when
Batten clocked 52.61 sec-
onds to shave 0.13 seconds
lrom the record the Briton
set at the 1993 World
Championships in Stuttgart.

But the 29-year-old Olym-
pic champion, who commen-
tated on the race for British
television, said the loss of the
record had just made her
more determined to get back
to the track next season.

"I've had this year to get
recharged. Now this has hap-
pened | am keen to get
back,” Gunnell said. "I'm des-
perate to get fit now | have
seen what happened.

"It has taken a bit of pres-
sure off me going to next
year's Olympics in Atlanta. |
want to have a good winter
and try and run faster.”

"It did not look like the
kind of race where a world
record would go. It was a

rugged sort of race,” she said.

MASON. Ohio,

Aug 12: Two
Michaels. Stich
and Chang.

caime back from
the brink of de-

®

feal 10 capture quarter-final

wins on Friday at the 1.8
million dollars ATP
Championship, Stich over
Pele Sampras and Chang over
Jim Courier. reports Reuter.

linder clear skies and a
fulll moon, the fourth-seeded
and two-time defending
champion Chang scrambled
back [rom two match points
down in the second-set lie-
breaker Lo take a 3-6, 7-6(8-
6). 7-5 victory over fellow
American and 11th-seeded
Courier.

Earlier. in boiling heat,
the eighth-seeded Stich of
Germany saved a miatch point
with an ace down the middle

at 30-40 in the 10ith game of

the second sel and ended up
a 6-7 (5-7). 7-6(7-3}), 6-1
winner over an exhausted
Sampras, the second seed.

The ace was one of Stich's
27 in the match to Sampras’
six.

Alter losing that match
point the second-ranked
Sampras wilted and strained

his way through a third set.

"l just felt tired.” the
American said alter the two
hour. two minule match. "It
was pretty hot and | was
struggling with it a little
more than he was.”

The hot, humid weather
didn't take its toll on top-
seeded American Andre
Agassi, who captured a 6-3,
6-4 quarter-final victory over
50th-ranked Renzo Furlen of
Italy.

Today's semifinals feature
Agassi against |3th-seeded
Thomas Engvist of Sweden
and Stich against. Chang.

sianth secded (Gaoran
Ivansevic of Croatia, looking
increasingly disinterested in
the outcome of his match,
folded to the 13th-ranked
Enqvist 4-6, 6-0, 6-3.

The seventh-ranked
Ivanisevic was fined 750 dol
lars tor an audible obscenity
velied during the match and
another 1.000 dollars for re-
lusing to appear al a posl-
niatch press conference.

It was obvious Lhat the Le
nacious  Stich, nipping at
sampras heels. was too
much lor the American to
handile.

"Il was very tense, a very

tight natch,” Stich said. ~l
told myself not to give up at
any stage of the match.”

The first set was hotly
contested with Sampras just
coming through on his third
sel point in the tie-breaker.

Stich took an early lead in
the second set, breaking
Sampras’ serve in the first
game. But Sampras evened
the score when Stich
sinacked a backhand wide at
)-40 in the eighth game.

Sampras never
troim Stich's preventing him
froin taking advantage of his
oiie natch point.

"I was disappointed | had
a match point and was ene
puimt away from winning it,”
Sampras said. “That wills it
with me.”

The [ifth-ranked Chang
and  15th-ranked Courier
played a three-hour four-
minute match that changed
Imomentum numerous thnes.

Courier seemed in charge
with a 6-3, 2-0 lead. but
(' hang fought back, pushing a
second set tie-breaker that
nearly ended the match.

"He (Chang) never gives
upr. never says die,” Couriler,

~iid, "He's a very deserving

winner.
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Michaels the marauders



