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leading o colourful rally on the occasion of tree plantation programme at the
Bangladesh Agricultural University campus. — Star photo

Massive crop losses in Pabna

Immediate rehabilitation plan

needed to rescue farmers

PABNA. Aug 11: Massive
afdricultural rehabilitation
progranme |'E(.|uirE5 to be
launched in Pabna district
mnnediately — following com-
plete  recession

of flood

waler !
Winle talking o an ollicial
ol the Adriculture Departme-
. this correspondent came
to know that officials of the
department. before getting

detailed account of losses
incurred in the agricultural
sevior. they lelt for the need
of emergency agricultural

rehabilitation and lorwarded

their rehabilitation estimates

to their authorities in Dhaka.
This they hiad to do because
it takes time 1o make final
assessinent ol losses caused
v 1oods (rom the staff wor-
king in leld or al grassroot
level and hence the rehabi-
litation scheme was prepared
an the hasis of the pre-
Himinary report they gathered
regarding the losses incurred
by the flood. '
I financial terms. the
iwvessity that was estimated
for vigorously launching of
the Agricultural Rehabilita-

From Ranesh Maitra

tion P'rogriunme this year
stamds at Tk 3:54. crore.

[sut the government has
sanctioned only Tk 12:70
lakh. Thus. il is being widely
apprehended that the Agri-
cultural Rehabilitation Prog-
ramme in Pabna district
would badly suffer since the
sanctioned amounl is quite
inadegunite.

. According Lo ln official,
the losses sullered by the
prolunged drought, Pabna
district sullered crop dam-
ages in the last Boro season
to the tune of Tk. two crore.
While due to hail-storm
which lashed the district in
May last. the damages reach-
ed an estimated amount of
Tk 1.8 crore during the same
Boro season and other crops
were also damaged incurring
a loss of the tune of Tk, 1:75
crore. These [ligures were
received from an  official
SOLITCE.

The Agriculiure Rehabili-
tation Prograunne for Pabna
disirict needs to cover Lhe
above-mentioned losses alr-
eady sulfered before any loss

was incurred by the (lood.

Although account of losses
sulfered. in the agricultural
sector could not be gathered
rom the Agriculture Depart-
ment the district Relief and
Rehabilitation Department
lias inade an assessment and
according to them standing
crops over 13.979 acres of
land have been completely
damaged while the crops
over another 14,067 acres of
land have also been damaged.
Thus, although ihe losses
suffered in terms of money,
have not estimated as yet. the
losses in the agriculture sec-
tor in this district suffered
due to the year-long unp-
recedented drought, hails-
torm, heavy showers and
floods would reach, accord-
ing to unefficial but expert-
level source, over an amount
of Tk 30 crore in total.

Moreover, the situation
has been further aggravated
by the unprecedentedly huge
unemployment in the rural
areas, disposal of cattles th-
rough sale of cattle-heads by
the poor peasants.

Pabna BRTC depot remains
closed from 1982

From Our Correspondent

PAL NS A T
4 hall vear

PABNA. A\l l:The Pabna
depot ol the Gangladesh Road
Transport Corporatioa (BRTC),
with abowu 6.5 bighas of land,
newly -construeted office-
rooms_ Licket counter. wai-
ting rooms. parking shed.
workshop. godown and a
huge courtvard is lying offi-
cially closed since 1982.

Mcanwhile. the depot,
comnsiructed at a cost of Tk
26 lakh in 1980 has turned
imo a8 grazing field for the
cattle. The depot has tumed
into sale shelter for the
armed mastaans for Comumt-
ting all sorts of erimes.

The depot which was
constructed with the view of
twning the Pabna depot as
the main depot of the BRTC
in North Bengal. was aban-
dened on October 8. 1982.
People from all walks of life-
specially the business com-
munity through than Cham-
bers of Comunerce and Indus-
iries. the lawyers through
their Bar Association. and the
journalisis appoused the move
of closing down Lhe BRTC

depot in Pabna.

Unlike many ol the depots
in the country Pabna depot
was earning profit. But the
protests went in vain due to
imposition of Martial Law
Administration then ruling

the couniry.

I-h-cm'tththt-m.il
easing of the political situa-

tion. all the political parties.
professional bodies and peo-

tter 1l consStructLion.

ple from all walks of life de-
manded immediate re-open-
ing of the depot and resump-
tion of BRTC bus and truck
services by bringing back all
the buses and trucks which
were earlier shifted from

FPabna to Dhaka the following

the closure of the depot.
Ultimately, following the
general elections held in
1991, the depot was re-
opened with four buses only.
Meanwhile, demands
were raised for increasing
the number of BRTC buses
and coaches — at least 10 40.

Tk 5.1 crore tax
still remain

unrealised
with KCC

KHULNA. Aug 11. A total
wl Tk 5.1 crore tax of Khulna
City Corporation is not yet
rcalised trom different gow-
eriment. private and au-
Lo wrnous bodies due to vari-
= reasons including legal
vulniplications. reports LUNB

(Mlicial somirces said. the
el st pwhitie revenoe nw-haded
abowt Tk 2.85 crore 1o gov-
ermanent institutions. Tk 44
lukh o autenomous bodies
Tk 24 lakh to sick industries.
Tk 15 lakh to non-govern-
meintl schools and colieges
and Tk |1.04 crore 0 institu-
uions established on railway

properties.

WETC bus depot at Pahna 1s lying clu-ﬂd uutuali} since 13&£ tml} W ..md

— Star photo

as it were before the closure.
It was surprising to found
Lhat instead of increasing the
number of buses, according
to demands il was getting
reduced

One enquiry. the local
BRTC authorities informed,
as no new buses were sent to
Pabna. the old vehicles that
were put into service were

not rendering proper service
and getting out of
order. Ultimately, all four
buses were not even fit for
repair. Gradually, the staff
were faken back to Dhaka.

Since then, the
closed, for about two and a
half years.

BRTC Pabna Depot.
Meanwhile. the private
bus truck owners and their
employees are running a
monopoly business. Since
there is no rall river or air-
link with Pabna town. reoad-
communication is the only
sources of communication.

gether and turn the helpless

passengers into their cap-
tives.

National

Shortage of seeds likely
to hamper aman output
From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Aug 11:!Acute
crisis of aman seed has been
prevailing in seven thanas of
Satkhira district. The thanas
are Kalaroa, Tala. Assassuni,
Debhata, Kaligonj Shyam-
nagar and Sadar.

It is teared that trans-
planted aman cultivation will
be hampered due to the seed
crisis during the current sea-
son. The buying and selling of
aman seed per maund at pre-
sent ranges from Taka 560 to
580 in place of Taka 480.

The production of aman
was Lanipered last vear he-
cause ol drought, this year
tou Lhere has been heavy loss
in the 1RRI vield due to un-
precedented drought and
shortage ol urea fertilizer.
Henee. in order to compen-
sale the loss incurred an ex-
ltensive plan has been taken
for coman cultivation in the
clistrict.

The Agriculture Extension
Department said, a total of
one¢ lakh (wenty seven thou-
=il hectares of land under
seven Lhanas of the district
has been fixed as target for
the aman cultivation this sea-
M. .

X them 23 thousand 5
hundred hectares in sadar
thana. 22 thousand hectares
i Assassuni. 19 thousand
hectares in Kaligonj., 22
thousand 5 hundred hectares

in Shyamnagar, 7 thousand 5
hundred hectares in Debhata,
19 thousand 5 hundred
hectares in Tala and 12 thou-
satid 5 hundred hectares in
Kalaroa thana.

Fur this about 3 thousand
metric tons of aman seed is
needed. 1t was learnt that the
Deputy Director (sales)
Agriculture Extension Depar-
tment has supplied only two

" thousand kgs ol aman seed

jor the district. The farmers
ol the district have no aman
seetl. Because ol drought and
poverty they sold all the
paddy they produced last
year. Obviously there has
been a crisis of aman seed in
the open market. So the
farmers have become [fully
dependent on the
governmenl seed stores.
Seeds are supplied from the
thana sale centres of the dis-
trict irregularities in the
supply of seed Lo the dealers

have created anﬂther prob-
len.

The Agricultural Exten-
sion Departiment said, there
has been no shortage of
agricultural inputs like the
necessary seed, fertilizer, ir-
rigation facilities. This year
the vield of awnan would be to
the tune of 14 lakh 19 thou-
sand O hundred 90 metric
lons, the source added.

Dacoits become active in

Daulatpur thana of Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Aug 11: Cases of
dacoil®es are on increase in

Daulatpur thana as police has'

failed to cope with the situa-
tion.

On August 1. dacoits
looted 10 houses, killing one
and looting valuables worth
over Tk one lakh people and
police said.

It is reported that in vil-
lage Mathurapur, Chardiar
and Sadipur. dacoits swooped
on ten houses and several
shops one after another. They
terrorised the villagers by
exploding bombs and firing
shots from cut rifles.
Villagers however. tried to
resist them. Abdul Bari, 28,
died on the spot
Amirul Islam, 30, Dulal, 27,
Sabiruddin, 32, Hamu, 25,
Alfar, 35, were injured.

Dacoils also attacked
house of Basiruddin of

Sadipur and five other houses
and looted valuables worth
Tk 30.000. On the same
night dacoits attacked houses
of Oli Dewan and Ritali
Malitha of Chardiar village
and looted valuables worth
Tk 50 thousand. Dacoits also

while

kidnapped an assistant
teacher, Manik Ali of a pri-
vate primary school of Futani
bazar in village Chora

Mallikpara. Police however |

could not trace the kid-
napped teacher local peaple
alleged.

A case has been regis-
tered with Daulatpur thana in
this connection. Dead body ol
Abdul Bari has been sent Lo
Kushtia General Hospital for
post mortem.

On August 3 dacoits at-
tacked (he house of Golam
Sarwar of village Tekala un-
tler  Adabaria wunion of
Daulatpur thana but the in-
mates resisted the miscre-
ants dacoits hurled bombs
and fired shots from Rifle
and as a result Golam Sarwar
and his younger brother
Ruhul Amin, 42, received
bullet wounds while Hilari
Khatun was injured by sharp
weapons. The injured were
sent to Kushtia General
Hospital.

Police action in this re-
spect could not be known
immediately.

Private dairy farm
owners get incentive

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Aug 11 1o
Promote dairy larming 1 he
Sonvermment has sanctioned
more than Taka 7.3 lakh as
mwentive bonus for the pri-
viale  dairy larm owners
satkhira district.

Prolessor Farida Rahman
ME' has distributed cheques
ol incentive bonus to 22 pri-
vatle dairy farm owners in
weven thanas of Satkhira dis-
briet at o simple ceremony
recently,

L Ainul Haq District Live
Stk (Mlicer presided over
hie ceremony while Samsun-
nahar Ahmed MP Muhammad
Abdus Salam Deputy Commi-
ssioner, Satkhira. Dr Hasan
limam. GM Rahman Manager
Krishi Bank, Satkhira and
Nazrul Islam President
Private Dairy Farm Owners
Association. Satkhira spoke
i1 the occasion .

In her speech Prof Farida

Rahman underscored the
need ftor establishing more
(lairy farms so that the coun-

iry van meel the deficit of °

miilk. "Il we establish more
dairy larms in private initia-
lives. il will also create job
opportunities to the unem-
ploved people ol the coun-
ry.” she added.

When contacted Dr Nazrul
Islam President Private Dairy
Farm Owners Associalion,
Salkhira told The Daily Star
that 12 more [arms are under
aclive consideration of the
authority concern for incen-
Llive bonus during the current
linancial year. He added that
aboul 52 farm owners of
Salkhira district are facing
greal troubles due to acute
scarcity of fodder. He also
urged upon the government
Lo supply quality cows Lo
provide adequate medical fa-
cilities for cattle heads.

Ctg CMM court badly needs
more room, magistrates

CHITTAGONG, Augl!:Ju-
dicial activities in the Chitta-
“ong Metropolitan Magistrate
Court are being hampered
severely lor lack of accom-
modation and adequate num-
ber of magistrates. reports
UNB.

Court sources said that the
number of pending cases in
the CMM court stood at
12.000 till June 30,1995. Of
the pending cases. 9.000 are
in general file and the rest in
trial file.

Besides the Chief Metrop-
olitan Magistrate, only five
other magistrates are
working in the court in this
busy metropolitan city of 30
lakh people, they said.

The court. built on
November 30. 1979, as yet
hnmm“nd
a special chamber for the
CMM.

in the absence of CMM,
emergency judicial activities
in the court come to a hait as
there is no additional CMM
lo officiate in his place. In
contrast. the Dhaka CMM has

two additional CMMs.

Magistrates of
Chittagong CMM court have
to work under tremendous
pressure as each of them are
to dispose around 580 cases
every month instead of the
usual 250.

The prisoners are seen
standing in the court corri-

dor due to lack of accommo- |

dation in its lack-up.

gested that the open space

JHENIDAH. Aug 11: The

I Dairy farm owners of Sailkupa

thana of the district are fac-
ing troubles due to fodder
crisis. it's high price, want of
marketing facilities of milk
and negligence of live stock

departmeni authorities. it is
learnt,
According to rei:urta.

there are 22 registered dairy
farms in Sailkupa thana. Out
ol total, only seven dairy
farms received government
incentives in 1992-93. Since
then no dairy farm received
the incentives. As a result,
the dairy farm owners are
losing interest every day, it
was learnt.

Talking to some dairy
farm: owners it was gathered
that an improved variety of
cow requires about 10kg of
lodder daily which costs at
least Taka 30. But it cost be-
iween Taka 22 and 25 a few
months back.

Further. there is no mar-
ket at Sailkupa which can en-
sure fair price of milk. they
added. As o result dairy farm

Taka 8 and 10. The rate is
even lower in rural areas,
they also informed.

Alfzal Hossain Khan, a
dairy farm owner of village
Debtala in Sailkupa thana,
who is also a headmaster of a
government primary school
told that his dairy farm did
not received any government
incentives for his five im-
proved wvariety cows. Khan
told that many dairy farm
owners like him may decide

- closing their business. He

expressed his opiniop that
the authorities have [ailed to
create any market for selling
milk in the localities. As a re-
sult the dairy farm owners
are lacing troubles with their
milk. The condition in rural
areas are even worse, he
added.

Another dairy larm owner,
Naveb Ali of village Gobin-
dapur in Sailkupa thana gave
a different opinion. He said,
that he established his dairy
farm with only three cows in
1990. Now the number of

The Drily Skar 9

' No market for selling milk

From Our Correspondent

ownurs are cotnpelled to sell
milk at a lower rate between

cows in his farm stands at
eight including tweo calves.
He is earning at least Taka
6.000 out of selling milk
excluding fodder for the
animals, he added. To meet
the fodder crisis, Nayeb Ali
said, he is cultivating nappier
and maize on his one bigha of
land adjacent to his house.
Selling cow's milk he can
easily run his seven member
family and he even purchased
small pieces of land, said
Nayeb Ali.

Ali also informed that
dairy farm business is least
risky and most profitable.

When the correspondent
tried to contact the thana
Live stock Officer at Sailkupa
it was learnt that the post of
thana Live stock Officer
(TLO) is lying vacant for long,
which has created the trou-
bles of the dairy farm owners
and people. District Live

Stock Office sources Jheni-
dah informed that one Veter-
inary Assistant Surgeon (VSA}
was posted in Sailkupa but
he did not join as yet.

- S

}H ENIDAH: A dairy farm owner, Ajmal Hossain Khan of village Uehtald in Smlkupa

thana is seen with his cattle.
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Massive plan for
aman cultivation
In greater
Rangpur region

RANGPUR. Aug 1 1: Agric-
ulture Extension Department
[AED) has taken up a massive
progranune o bring a total of
ity lakh hectares of land
tnder aman cultivation in
eivht districts ol greater
Hingpur and Dinajpur region
during the current season,
reports UNB.

Acvcording to official
sources, AED has lixed a tar-
get 1o prmiutr 21.59 lakh

imetric tons ol aman paddy in |

the districts,

Oflicials said of the total.
ti.74 lakh hectares will be
brought under high yielding
variety while the rest under
local varnery.

Another news adds: Cotton
Development Board has
brought as many as 3,250
heclares of land under cotion
cultivation in four districts of
greater Rangpur during the
CUTTENl Season.

(Mlicials estimated about
6.520 bales ol colton will be
produced in Gaibandha.
Kurigrani. Lalmonirhat and
Rangpur districts.

They said necessary seeds,
lertilizer. loans and other in-
puts were already provided Lo
the larmers lor successiul
implementation of the pro-
U Te.

In PDB's western zone

Power bills worth Tk 120 cr

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Aug 11:Power
bills amounting 120 crore
has been lying unrealised
with different government,
semi government and au-
tonomous institutions inchad-
ing 23 pourasavas in the
wesiern zone of the Power
Development Board (PDB), it
was learnt.

For realising the outstand-
ing electricity bills. the PDB
authority has alreadv started
snapping the defaulter's
power connection.

Of the total amount of out-
standing bill. Taka 17 crore
is lying unrealised with Khu-
Ina City Corporation. Besides
a total of Taka 15 crore has
been lving unrealised with 23

pourasavas including Satk-
hira, Bagerhat, Jessore, Na-
rail, Magura, Jhenidah, Kus-
htia, Chuadanga. Meherpur,
Barisal, Jhalokati, Potuakhali,

Barguna, Bhola, Pirojpur,
Faridpur, Shariatpur, Bhanga,
Kaligonj, Maheshpur, Kot-

chandpur, Kalia Kalaroa and
Mongla pourasava under
Khulna zone of the PDB.

Even after repeated appeal
by the PDB authorities to pay
the outstanding electricity
bills, the Khulna City
Corporation and pourasava

to the Court JHENID.AH Polml ptmnnd with arrested Mokam Ali
s ey hu“ﬂ and Moksed Ali with 2200 grams of seized ganja.

e used to extend the court.

authorities are not pa}'ing the
electricity bills regularly it
was alleged. The PDB author-

ity has taken up a programme
to snap the water and emer-
gency department's electric-
ity connections of these
Fl]wm‘ -

On the other hand, a total
amount of Taka 20.50 crore
is lying unrealised with 26
departments under various
ministries in 21 districts of
Khulna zone of the PDB. Of
the total amount, Taka 5.50
crore is lying unrealised with
different department of vari-
ous ministries functioning in
Khulna city. corporation,
Taka 6.50 crore with gov-
ernment and non-govern-
ment jute mills, Taka 25
crore with middle and small
size industrial units, and
Taka 40 crore lying unre-
alised with general con-
sumers of the zone.

Breast feeding
day

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, Aug 11: World
Breast Feeding Week was ob-
served here in a befitting
manner. To mark the occa-
sion, seminars and discussion
meetings on the benefit of

" breast feeding were held.

On August 5, the fifth day
of the week, a discussion
meeting was held at the of-
fice of women affairs depart-
ment at Kamalapur in the
town with Rushema Begum,
Headmistress of [shan Girl's
High School in the chair.

Police Super, Fazlur
Rahman attended the func-
tion as chief guest while doc-
tor Shah-a-Alam and doctor
Khan Anwar Faruq were the
special guests.

Among others Abdul Ali
Sikder, President, Faridpur
Press Club. Mamtaz Ali and
Dr Zakir Hossain spoke on
the occasion.

The speakers stressed the
need of breast feeding for
healthy growth of babies.

Two killed in
separate incidents
in Khulna

KHULNA, Aug 11: Two
people were killed by armed
miscreants in separate inci-
dents in remote areas of the
district last week, police and
hospital sources said, reports
LINB.

One Khan Ekhlas. 35, was
killed by his rival when two
groups of people entangled in
violent skirmish over the
ownership of a disputed
shrimp farm at Kashipur-
Alipur area in Rampal thana
on Monday,



