WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA,
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ...;,,#gq,, \-

OF DIFFERENT TYPES

v NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199 TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA

TEL . 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM |

VOL. VNO. 197 REGD. NO. DA 781

- Inside Today
Article

Paklstan s foreign pnhcy

'y nge to
Nowhere
Column: As [ See It

by [kram Sehgal
Page 4

Focus

Today's Focus Page
contains topics that were
discussed at the national

conference of women's
bodies at BRRI in
Joydevpur
Page 5

International

India worried over
proposed US arms sales
to Pakistan

Japanese press blasts
Murayama's cabinet
reshuffle

Page 8

Business

Backward linkage units
a must to sustain
RMG sector

Lankan economy hard-
hit by bomb blast
Pages 6, 7

STOCK MARKE]

DSE price index 789.61 (+0.07%)
Market capitai Tk 48.90 billion
Transachons n volume 142536
‘ Transactions in vaiue Tk  21.79 million

Metropolitan
i " Day by Day

Watch Fixer Knows
Professional Trick«
Well
Page 3

Holiday Notice |
| The offices of The Daily
*tir will remain closed
today (Thursday) on account

of Eid-e-Miladunnabi.
l;f_!'wrrfnrc. there will be no

issue of the newspaper
tommworrow (F ndav} _I

NEWS BRIEFS

Shops ransacked
By Staff Correspondent

A, group of unidentified

persons ransacked few shops |
and damaged wehicles in |

Motijheel area in the city yes-
terday afiernoon. They beai

up one young man when ai-
tacked Hazir Hotel in the
area al about 5:30 pm. police
said The cause of the attack
could not be known inunedi-

ately.
Banned medicine
seized at ZIA
By Staff Correspondent
Customs officials at the
Zia International Airport
(ZIA) seized banned medic
ine worth about Tk 1.76 lakh
yesterday morning The
customs swveillance team
recovered the medicine from
a Bangladeshi passenger
arrived Dhaka from Karachi

by an Emirates flight at about
9:30 am.

Fire in Hotel
Sheraton room

A fire broke out in a room
behind the main building of
the Hotel Sheraton lastnight.
According to hotel sources.
the fire originating frem an
electric short circuit. burnt
some old papers in the room.

3 electrocuted

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 9 Three
- people including two farmers
in Kazipur thana were elec-
troculed in scparate inci-
dents, police said today.
According - to pelice,
Mofizuddin, 37, a farmer of
Shimuldaiz and Abdul
Bari. 26. of Satkoira village
came in contact with live
electric wires and died.
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EC defers by-polls to

SHRABON 26, 1402 BS,

vacant JS seats

The Election Commission
(EC) yesterday deferred by-
elections to 144 vacant par-
liamentary seats because of
matural calamity caused by
recent floods' in different
parts of the country.

"“The reports that we have
got from deputy commission-
ers are not satisfactory and
there is also a forecast of se-
vere flood," Chief Election
Commissioner Justice A K M
Sadeque told The Daily Star
yvesterday.

The CEC felt that the by-
elections to vacant seats
could not be held within the
90-day limit, which expires
on September 17, because of
Nood situation.

As per Article 123 (4) of
the Constitution. the by-elec-
tions to these vacant seats
now would be held within 90
days from September 17, ac-

By Staff Correspondent

cording to an EC announce-
ment.

A total of 142 parliamen-
tary seats fell vacant as the
Opposition MPs remained ab-
sent from the House for 90
consecutive sitting days,
while two more seats fell va-
cant due to the death of two
ruling party MPs.

Justice Sadeque said that
though they had constitu-
tional obligation to hold by-
elections to the vacant seats
by September 17, the EC
could also defer the elections
by another 90 days because of
natural calamity.

The CEC said that they
would convene a meeting
with the political parties
shortly to discuss the draft
code of conduct that the EC
lormulated recently.

"We would also discuss the
proposed Political Party Act

that would compel the par-
ties to get registered and
some other issues such as
debarring the ‘defaulters’
[rom contesting pulla." he
said.

The EC has prepared a
draft law namely, Political
Party Act. The draft law
would be sent to the Law
Ministry for the approval of
the government, he said.

About debarring the de-
faulters, he said that big par-
ties might oppose creation of
suclhi a rule. "The smaller
parties already raised the
demand for debarring the de-
faulters from contesting
elections. Now it would be
possible to enact such law if
all part:es reach a consen-
sus,” he added.

The CEC thought that
there was scope: in the

See Page 12 Cnl 7

Tactic to buy time,
says Opposition

By Staff Correspondent

The major opposition par-
lies yesterday termed the de-
ferral of by-elections to the
144 parliaméntary seats
another act of violation of the
Constitution by the
government and its tactic to
buy time.

Leaders ¢f the Awami
League, the Jatiya Party and
the Jamaat-e-Islami. in their
instant reactions to the de-
ferral. told The Daily Star last
iight that the BNP govern-
ment had influenced the EC
to. deéfer the by-pells only to
muh 302 in pewer by
' ihe popular demand
for dissolving the present
‘iHegal’ parliament to pave

the way for fresh general
elections under a non-party
caretaker administration.

They also warned the gov-
ernment of the consequences
of violating the Constitution
and the democratic norms
time and again.

The opposition leaders
also blamed the government
for what they said turning the
EC into an instrument of it
and said no fair polls were
pussible under this EC.

Awami League General
Secretary Zillur Rahman, in a

i ess staterpent, accysed the

BNP gbvernment of conspir-

See Page 12 Col 4

Move on to unite

Opposition parties’

By Staft Currespﬁnden’lc

A niove is on to unite all
the opposition parties with a
view Lo compelling the ruling
BNP concede to the demand
for a4 non-party caretaker

wovernment to conduct the

next general elections.

To this end, the Awami
League has already started
parlevs with the Jativa Party.
Jamaal-e-Islami, the eight-
party Lett Democratic Front

(LIXF). JSD [(Rab) and the
Mutional Democratic Party
INDP).

The designated leaders of
the AL held their second

round ol talks with the lead-
ers of the JP and Jamaat at
I]’lli‘ |t-~mh|u-:= of FLL presid-

‘u ud ?E‘EH"I‘H .*‘.' ; 11rﬁu;‘1l
ing to prolong its illegal rule \ K., jer Choudliury u: the NDP

See Page 12 Col 6 F

10, 1995

Jamil: lbl CE S('ience

Nelima: 1st. CB Social
Science

@The Daily Star

DHAKA THURSDAY, AUGUST RABIUL AWAL 12, 1416 HIJRI

Convemence
Standard % Chartered

O TR AR

74.93 pc come out successful

CB pc of pass highest
in four boards

By Staff Correspondent

The results of the Seco-
ndary School Certificate
[SSC) Examination of 1995
under the Comilla Board
were announced yesterday.

Out of a total of 1,89,605
candidates who sat for the
examinations held in April
and May, 1,42,062 came out
successful, the percentage of
pass being 74.93, the highest
of the four education boards.

Of the successful candi-
dates. 69,597 passed in first
division, 71.091 in second
division and 1. 3?4 in third
division.

The number of female
students who appeared in the
examinations was 79,487, of

-whom 72.47 per cent or

57.608 came out successful.
Out of a total of 62,601

candidates including 17.316

female examinees in _.the

| Science group, 87.33 per

Alamgir: 2nd. CB Science

cent or 54,670 passed.

In the Social Secience
group. there were 1,27,004
candidates including 62,171
lemale students, of whom
87.392 came out successful,
the. percentage of pass being
68.81. Jamil Taufigq Imam of
Comilla Zila School topped
the combined merit list of
Science group securing 906
marks with letters in seven
subjects.

Alamgir | Muhammad
Farukey of Collegiate School,
Chittagong, secured the sec-
ond position in this group
getting 888 marks with let-
ters in six subjects.

A HM Anwar Sadmani of
Sylhet Cadet College obtained
the third position in this
group securing 887 marks.
He got letters in seven sub-
jects.

First three positions in
the combined merit list of

See Page 12 Col 8

71.90 pc pass Rajshahi
Board SSC exams

By Staff Correspondent

The Rajshahi Board vyes-
terday announced the results
of the SSC examinations of
1995 with the percentage of
pass being 71.90.

Out of a total of 1,97,334
candidates. 1,41,888 came
out successful. Of the exami-

nees, 58,951 passed in First .

Division, 78.083 in Second
Division and 4,854 in Third
Division.

Of the total candidates,
67.971 were female stu-
dents, of whom 48,849 came
out successful, the percent-
age of pass being 71.87.

Of the 40,221 candidates
including 9.544 [emale stu-
dents in the Science Group,
86.88 per cent or 34,946
came out successful.

Of the 1,57,113 including
58.427 female students, who
appeared in the examinations
under Social Science Group,
1,06,942 passed, the per-
centage of pass being 68.07.

A B M Toufique Hasan of
Dinajpur Zilla School topped
the combined merit list of

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 5.00

Merit lists on back page

Science Group securing 897
marks with distinction in
seven subjects.

Abul Bashar Md Mahbubul
Haque of Rajshahi
Government Laboratory

School secured the second

position getting 892 marks
while
Government PN Girls

See Page 12 Col 8
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K S Nabi defends Awami

League stand

Lone BNP in JS claims majority

Awami League Law
Secretary Barrister K § Nabi
has defended his party's
stand regarding the present
Parliament and termed it a
‘totally unconstitutional and

| illegal one’.

*“This one-party Parlia-
ment without the Opposition
is a negation of the concept
ol parliamentary democracy,”
he said.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Barrister Nabi elaborated the
Al resolution, adopted Sun-
day demanding immediate
dissolution of Parliament.

i1 the resolution. the AL
| Cenitral Working Committee
said the fifth Parliament has
become ‘ineffective’ following
the vacation of 142 Oppo-

sition seats. Therefore. its
| ‘exislence is also illegal'
Nabi also contradicted

Star Report

BNFP leader Barrister Rafiqul
Islam Mia's views on the AL
demand. published in The
Daily Star Tuesday.

Quoting Article 65 of the
Constitution, Nabi said
Parliament has been de-
scribed as the ‘House of the
Nation™ which shall consist of
300 members to be elected
directly from 300 territorial
constituencies. Besides., 30
women MPs would be elected
through indirect elections.

The AL leader maintained
that after the vacation of 142
scalts belonging to the
Opposition, Parliament is
now half-empty and also in-
complete. "There is no
Opposition in it. though
Opposition is an integral part
of parliamentary democracy.”

Nabi also referred to
Section 2 of Parliament's

Rules of Procedure which de-
fine the functions of the
leaders of the House and the
Oppeosition. “But the present
Parliament is functioning
without any leader of the
Opposition — this too makes
its existence illegal.”

Referring to Articles 142
and 52, which provide that
support by at least two-thirds
of the total number of MPs is
needed for amending the
Constitution and impeaching
the President, Nabi said that
Lhe present Parliament does
v have the strength to take
such steps. “Therefore, this
Parliament is now Ineffective
and unconstitutional.”

The AL Law Secretary
dismissed Barrister Rafiq's
contention that the 1w
thirds majority is needed

See Page 12 Col 7
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Blast at N'ganj

court premises:

10 injured

From Our Correspondent

" NARAYANGANJ, Aug 9: At
least 10 persons were in-

jured when a group of people i

blasted cocktails and fired
gunshots at Judge Court

premises here during hear-

ing of a double-murder case

The incident occurred

when Shidulah and Shahar

All. witnesses of 2 1990 dou-
ble-murder case came io

e
"J_A

‘*" *-ﬂ.%_

- :

lhtklha-'vlnpulleﬂ follow t.hu unigque system of
parking of their vehicles at the busy Waizghat area in

the city to save space.

— Btar photo

=
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Legal notice on
EC to announce

 by-poll schedule

A lawyer gave a notice to
the Election Commission
(EC) with a call for announc-
ing the schedule for by-elec-
tion in vacant seats of Paclia-
ment by August 16, reports
UUNB.

The notice demanding
justice was sent by Advocate
Md Sadequr Rahman on be-
half of Advocate M Sdleem
Ullah reminding the EC of its
constitutional obligation to
hold by-election in the vacant
seats by September 17.

The lawyer in his notice,
however, mentioned that if
the EC failed te publish
gazette notification in this
regard, he would be com-

»d to invoke writ juris-
diction of the Supreme Court

See Page 12 Col 7-

Fakfti’s car
recovered

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 9:
Police this evening recovered
the car of Taher Ali Fakri, by
Mthﬁmmlhducted

him.
wmﬂwcumu—
from Isapur road un-
der - thana where it

Meanwhile. the terrorists
who kidnapped Fakri are yet
to be arrested. Fakri, a noted
businessman of the port city,
was set free yesterday after
four days of his abduction.

Eliadah freed on grounds |

of benefit of doubt

By SC Correspondent

A Division Bench of the
High Court Division yesterday
ordered release of the
American girl Eliadah Mec-
Cord convicted of carrying
heroin after reducing her

punishment on grounds of

'‘henefit of doubt'.

The Division Bench of the
High Court of the Supreme
Court comprising Justice
Mohammad Mozammel
Hoque and Justice Moham-
mad Nurul Islam also
instructed the DIG (Prison)
to hand over Eliadah to the

UUS Ambassador or his repre-

sentative if she is not wanted
in any other case. It was the
desire of the court that the
/S Ambassador would ar-
range her return to home-
land.

The cburt. though issued
a1l advance order to sel her
al liberty immediately. yes-
lerday it was nol ready to
coimmunicale with the DIG
(Prison). It weould take two
days to release her, as the
court will remain closed to-
day and tomorrow; her coun-
sel Md. Obaidur Rahman
Mostafa said last night.

Though the HC allowed
the appeal in part and set
aside the judgement of sen-
tence passed by the trial
court, yet It found her guilty
of the offence. But the court
however, reduced her sen-
lernwe from life termm to two
years ol imprisonment for
lack of proof. The court also

Eliadah McCord

ook her age and prayer for
mercy of the court into con-
sidleration to reduce her pun-
ishment.

The court observed thht
since she has already suffered
more than two years' of im-
prisonmenti, she should be
sel at liberty forthwith.

Eliadah McCord, aged 22,
was arrested on February 25,
1992 and was convicted and
sentenced to life term’ on
July 13, 1993 by the
Additional Sessions Judge,
Dhaka for carrying 3.27-kg
of heroin against which she
preferred the appeal before

See Page 12 Col 7

‘dren has improved sign

| and Health Survey

Mortality rate still high : UN survey

The health situation of
Bangladeshi women and chil-
ifi-
cantly since early 19808 but
the meortality rate still re-
mained high indicating ongo-
ing challenges for policymak-
ers, says a UN survey report,
reports UNB.

Bangladesh Demographic
1993-94
shows that infant and under-
five mortality rates have con-
tinued declining over the last
15 years. In the most recent
10-year period. infant deaths
decreased by more than one-
fith and currently about one
child in 11 dies before the
first birthday while under-

five mortality reduced by 26
per cent.

Under-five mortality rate
was 133 deaths per 1.000
birthe in 1989-93 from 180
in 1979-83 and infant mor-
lality was B7 per 1,000 births
in 1989-93 from 116 in
1979-83.

Despite this improvement,
the level of childhood mortal-
ity remained high that is al-
most one in seven
Bangladeshi children dies be-
fore reaching his/her fifth
birthday. the report added.

Children are likely to die
in the first five years of life if
they live in rural areas in
Chittagong division, or |If

Health situation of women,
children has improved

their mothers have no educa-
tion. says the BDHS report,
indicating that there are
marked differentials in
childhood mortality accord-
ing to residence, division and
level of education.

Under-five mertality is 356
per cent higher in rural areas
than urban areas that are 153
deaths per 1,000 in rural and
114 in urban. It is 49 per
cent higher in Chittagong
division than Khulna division.

The results of the BDHS,
first of this kind of study
conducted in gladesh,
provides rapid on
kev dAesmasranhy and pro-

See aue 12 Col 3
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s—
today

The Eid-E-Miladunnabi,
birth and death anniversary
of Prophet Hazrat Muham-
med (SM), will be celebrated

all over the country tndl]r
reports UNB.

Prophet Muhammed (SM).
greatest of all prophets, was
born in Mekkah in Saudi
Arabia 1425 years ago.

In a on the occa-
sion, President Abdur
Rahman Biswas called for
following the teachings and |

Editorial on page 4

ideals of the Prophet for alle-
viating poverty and itn'mgth
ening democracy.

In a separate mr:lunt.
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia urged the coun-
trymen as well as Muslim
Ummiah to work for the wel-
fare of the mankind and
global peace, imbued with'
the teachings and ideals of
the Prophet.

in a message on the occa-
sion. Awami League Chief
Sheikh Hasina said Hazrat

- See 'age 12 Col 8

France-Bangla

chamber formed

By Staff Correspondent

France-Bangladesh Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try (CCIFB) has been formed
in the city to give,as organis-
ers say, an impetus to the
growing economic relations
between the two countries.

The chamber, formed re-
cently, is awaiting the author-
ities endorsement for com-
missioning.

"At a time when Bangla-
desh has achieved significant
macro economic stability and
is enjoying an advantage in
trade with France. | believe
the proposed chamber will
be able to play a vital role,”
Ambassador of France in
Bangladesh and Honorary
President of the CCIFB Jean- .
Michel Lacombe said at a.
function of the newly-formed

See Page 12 Col 6

ECNEC approves

eight projects

The government
approved eight projects, in-
cluding a Tk 305 crore In-
formal education project
aimed at increasing the
country's adult literacy rate
to 62 per cent by the year
2000, reports UNB.

The approval was given at
a meeting of the Executive
Committee of Natlional
Economic Council (ECNEC)
held at the Secretariat
Cabinet Room with Finamnce
Minister M Saifur Rahman in
the chair.

Under the Informal.
Education Project-1, the rate

. of enrollment of students is
. likely to increase to 95 per

cent from existing 76 per

cent and reduce the dropout

rate at primary level from 60
per cent to 30 per cent.

The ECNEC meeting alseo

okayed a project for develop-
See Page 12 Col 4

‘Mali president
due this month

President Alpha Oumar
Konare of Mali is expected to
pay a three-day state visit to
Bangladesh in the last week
ol this month, reports UNB.

Diplomatic sources in city
said yesterday the visit will
be featured by a summit to
discuss employment of
Bangladeshi farmers in the
agriculturally rich west-
African country.

Besides, the. Mali Presi-
dent and Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia will exc
views on various bilateral

matters as well as regional
and international problems.
Labour and Man
Minister Lt Gen [Mﬁo;it:
Shawkat Ali is likely to visit

Mali shortly to discuss with
autherities concerned mat-

ters relating to expert of
Bangladeshi manpower.

US-Bangla jt
exercise in Bay

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 9: US
navy took part in a jeint ex-
ercise with Bangladesh navy
and air force in the Bay of
Bengal Tuesday.

The joint exercise titled
Operation Seabat' was car-
ried out to focus on coopera-
tion between the US and
Bangladesh forces in the
fields of sea surveillance,
search and rescue
during natural disaster.

This was stated by com-
mander of US patrol airceaft

See Page 12 Col 6



