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—Natlonal
Statllewmthl

Tk one crore ||
recovered

RAJSHAHI, Aug 8: The
BDR personnel seized one
statue of ‘bheem’ worth Taka
one crore by searching a

house ol one Anowar Hossain

of Chhayor village under
Tanore thana of the districi

Sunday. reports BSS

The statue was ﬁtpﬂailﬂl

to (he customs affice, an ofli | [

ch.‘lqhamhut said.

Woman dies in
road accident

KUSHTIA, Aug 8: A woman

::e killed and six people
injured in three sepa-
rate
Kushtia-Jhenidah highway
today, reports UNB.

Witnesses said Minati
Nandi, 50, wife of Kanchilal
Nandi of Tribbn in Shailkupa |—
thana of the distriet, died on
the spot when a Jhenidah-
bound truck knocked her
from behind at Sheikhpara
bus stand on Kushtia-
Jhenidah highway in the
morning. ;

In another accident. four
people were injured when a
bus hit & microbus fyom be-
hind at Garagenj on Kushtia-
Jhenidah highway.

Besides, two students of
the Islamic University were
injured while getting down
from a bus in front of the uni-

versity gate.

Two arresicd with
ganja, another
held with arms

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Aug 8: Jheni-
dah police arrested two
persons and recovered huge
guantities* of "ganja” from
their possessions recently,
police sources said.

According to reports, act-
ing on a secret information,
police raided Natun Hatkhola
area of the town in midnight
and nabbed two ganja ad-
dicts. Mokam Ali and Moksed
Ali and recovered 2,200
grams of ganja from them.

Police sources said, the
house owner namely Showkat
Ali managed to flee-semsing
police presence. A case was
lodged with Jhenidah thana
in this connection.

Another report says, the
. people of village Dhola in

Kaliganj thana of the district
handed over an armed mis-

._crl:antﬁth pm“‘fmﬁ.j

ranemly it is learnt.

According to sources,
some armed miscreants were
residing at the house of
Matiar Mia of village Dhola.
Some people of the locality
raided the house risking
their lives and caught Sohrab
Ali with the arms in the
night. T handed over
him to 3

It may be noted here that
arrested Sohrab All is a
driver of Mobarakganj sugar
mills in Kaligafj thana of the
district. A case was lodged
with Kaliganj thana in this
connection and the arrested
was sent to jail.

‘PDB realises
Tk 25.35 lakh
outstanding bill

from Barisal Div

BARISAL. Aug 8: Barisal
Power Development Board
(PDB) realised a sum of Tk,
25.35 lakh on account of out-
standing electricity bills in
six districts under Barisal
Division during the 1994-95
fiscal year official sources
BSS.

m:ling o the sources,
PDB also led mobile teams on
120 working days in the year
and snapped 3 783 illegal
electricity connections in the
districts i Barisal.
Jhalakathi, Bhola, Pirojpur,
Patuakhalli and Barguna

Besides. a first class
istrate realised Tk 8.78,_320
as fine

BKB dlsburses

Tk 11.81 cr agn

loan in Noakhah
region

MAiIJDI COURT (Noa-
khali). Aug 8: Bangladesh
Krishi Bank (BKB). Noakhali
region, disbursed a sum of Tk
11.8]1 crore as agricultural
loan
during the last fiscal year
reports UNB.

The Bank also realised a
sum of Tk 8.47 crore during
the same period.

The bank sources said that
2957 certificate cases for
nen-payment of Tk 7.54
crore outstanding loan re-
mained pending. It said vig-
orous drive has been made
for realisation of the loan.

Regional Manager of BKB
said the loan amount to be

disbursed the farmers
will be increased during the

current fiscal year: |

mld accidents on

SYLHET : Hubibur Rahmun. Divisional Commissioner, Sylhel: spealnng at the ina ugural function of the weeklnng

Tree Fmr at the Alia Madrashah maidan recently.
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' Jute production likely to

suffer set back, say experts

KUSHTIA., Aug 8 : Jute
production target in Kushtia
and some neighbouring dis-
tricts is not likely to be
achieved this year due to
prolong drought suffered
during sowing period. Less
rainfall also caused damage to
the crop. Most of the jute
growing districts of the
country also suffered similar
damage causing blow to the
country's jute output this
year.

Although jute has started
being utilised in country's
Paper Mills for producing
pulp and as a result its de-
mand and utility has grown
but due to erratic rainfall and
lack of irrigation in time of
need it has left a tremendous
impact in the country's jute
expoit capacity.

In Kushtia district jute
cultivation target was fixed
onn 10 thousand 6 hundred
30 hectares of land according
to official source. Of these
10519 hectare for Tossa jute
and 120 hectare for low
quality jute,

But 3000 hectare land
could not be brought under
jute cultivation and only 7628
hectare land has been
utilised.

Of these B850 hectare in
sadar out of 1110 hectare

target, 1350 _hectare in
riehEHN of 2010 -
hectare, 723 hectare in

Khoksa out of 920 hectare,
790 hectare in Mirpur out of
1070 hectare 555 hectare in

From Our Correspondent

Bheramara out of target 1510
hectare 3360 hectare in
Daulatpur out of target of
4010 hectare.

Target of production in

the district was fixed at 7600

sales but that target will not
be achieved and in the same
manner overall target may
not be achieved due to severe
drought during the early sea-
son. This will contribute sub-
stantially to the shortfall of
the jute production in whole
of the country.

it mdy be mentioned that

Jute is known as 'Golden
Fibre of Bengal'. Cultivated on
nearly 15 lakh acres of land
throughout the country jute
is a major cash crop. About
Tk 1300 crore is earned on
an average annually from the
export of jute goods and raw
jute. The contribution to the
public exchequer in the
shape of tax, duty, and rev-
enue totals Tk 70 crore while
Power Development Board
gels another Tk 100 crore
from jute sector. The banks,
meanwhile, earn an esti-
mated Tk 150 crore from
jute related transaction
which means rolling of Tk
1500 crore annually.

Informed circle said the
objective of the new indus-
trial policy remained unful-
filled in spite of govern-
ment's transfer of a section of
jute industry to private sec-
tor. Besides, external factors

like fall in demand in the
International market and un-
fair terms of trade,
in wages and other benefits,
power fluctuation and heavy
debt servicing were some of
the factors responsible for
continued loss in the jute
sector. the source believed.
. Jute sector employs
about three crore people in
one way or the other right
from its cultivation. The
World Bank, meanwhile,
studied the problem of jute
and jute industry and made a
set of recommendations. A
national task force undertook
a simjlar indepth study and
submitted a report.
Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has been trying to
tackle the situation by plan-
ning purchases ol raw jute
and suspending repayments
of debts on accounts of losses
in the short run and stress-
ing resedarch to improve
quality and cut cost and
market promotion in the
long run. N
Observers said the 19-
clause prescription which

aimed at revitalising the jute:

sector by easing burden of
interest and improving liq-
uidity position of the indus-
try, intensifying research
programmes and market

prometion dmgeu e a .

RTBIPE e wumpapuna K 4

long Wway towa ™
dustry's prﬂbi:rns and help
reassent its position ol emi-
nence in world's export mar-
keis.

increase:

|

its 17 branches |

In Natore district

M]NEP gaining popularity

HﬁTDHE+ Augs : An ex-
tensive mass education pro-
gramme is going on in full
swing at Gurudaspur thana of
Natore district.

With a view to ensure edu-
cation for all within the year
2000, Islamic Foundation,
Natore (IF.N) introduced the
mass education programme, in

1993. under the mosque-based

Integrated Non-formal Educa-
tion Programme (MINEP)
which has by now gained
confidence of the people of
Dharabarisa village of the
thana.

According to official
sources, at least 550 children
and adults are taking primary
and religious education
through I8 non-formal schools
set up at the village. Students
of different ages ranging from
S5 to 38 years are being facili-
tated with free educational ma-
terialé supplied by IF.N au-
thority for smooth continua-
tion of the programme.

The sources added that
three libraries have been set

lupatll‘mthm IF.N has also

appointed 21 imams for edu-
the people in these
The appointed imams

are g@iven proper training prior] IHFHIDAH P

to their appointment
Generally. Bengali
mml and Arabic are

=
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taught at these schools and
only the students of the age

group between 6 years and 10
are facilitated with

years
English course.

A reliable source, however,
informed this correspondent

that to yield better result of
this’ education programme, the
lime may be extended which
at present run up to December

The number of interested
people in the programme is
increasing every day. Girls are

also included in this pro-
gramme, it was gathered.
The Islamic Foundation,

Banﬂudesh has introduced the

MINEP in one village in every

districts throughout the coun-
try and the programme has al

ready achieved about 80 per

cent success, it is learnt.

While talking to The Daily
Star, Deputy Director (DD) of
[F.N, Abdus Sakur said that the
socio-economic condition of

the neglected imams of the vil-
lages have improved through
this programme.

The DD pointed out that
they did not have to spend any
money to set up the schools
and libraries as the mosques of
the village were selected for
use as the schools and libraries

under MINEF.

o R o

nhu!- in a“sudden raid seized 581 buttle! nf-_
smuggled Phensidyl syrup from a Dhaka bound coach,

Five Star Paribahan and arrested its driver and helper

recently.
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BKB disburses
Tk 96 cr agri
loan 1in Barisal
region

BARISAL. Aug 8: Bangla-
desh Krishi Bank, Barisal
region, disbursed Tk 96.85
crore among 1.49.300 farm-
ers as agriculture loan during
the last 1994-95 fiscal year,

The districts covered by
this programime are: Barisal,
Jhalakathi. Bhola. Pirojpur
Patuakhali, Barguna, Fari-
dpur, Madaripur, Rajbari.
Gopalganj and Shariatpur.

According to an official
source. of the-total, Tk 65.75
crore was crops loan and the
rest were non-crop loan.

The loan was disbursed for
the cultivation of aus, amadn.
boro. wheat, banana, potato.
vegetables, mustard, for pur-
chasing agricultural’ and irri-
gation equipment, for beaf-
fattening. pisciculture, for
seiting up dairy farms, poul-

try farms. and Women
Entrepreneurshtp
Development Programme
(WEVP].

The target of disburse-
ment was lixed at Tk 103.46
crore for Lhe year. The
achievemnent was 96 per
cent. the source added.

Ol the total, Tk 9.16 crore
was disbursed in Barisal dis-
trict, Tk 9.28 crore in Bhola.
Tk 11.18 crore in Pirojpur,
Tk 5.48 crore in Jhalakathi,
Tk 10.55 crore in Patuakhali,

crore in Gopalganj. Tk 6.28

crore in Madaripur, Tk 6.82

crore in Shariatpur and Tk
8 .63 crore in Rajbari dis-
Lricts,

The bank has realised Tk
65.69 crore from the farmers
through 191 t}ranc’h:s of the
bank.

4 lakh farmers to
get trainings on
improved methods

of crop output
BHOLA. Aug 8: Agriculture
Extension Department has
taken up an extensive pro-
gramme in the 11 agriculture
regions of the country to
provide training to.the farm-
ers and agriculture related
people' with the latest tech-
nologies, reports UNB.
Official sources here said
under the programme, about
4 lakh farmers will be im-
parted training on improved
methods of crop production,
irrigation, fertilizer manage-
ment such as use of farmyard
manure, green manure, com-
post and cowdung.
Integrated pest manage-
ment and conservation of soil
fertility will also be included

in the training programme.

Fertilizer and insecticides

' businessmen will be brought
| under

the programme to
help them to handle, pre-

' serve and transport of fertil-

izers in a better way.

44 % Agriculiure
Department has allocated Tk
1.58 crore for the pro-
gramme in the 11 regions of
the country. The regions are:
Barisal, Jessore, Dhaka,
Rajshahi, Rangpur. Chitta-

gong, Sylhet, Dinajpur, Comi-
lla. Bandarban and Pabna.

F

L

SYLHET : Rotarian Emdadul

of the Rotary clubs of Sylhet Division held here recently.
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|| Earning and learning
at the same time

From Delwar Kabir

The Bily Star 9

A NGO running Non-Formal Education pro Tﬁrames in Jhenidah district under

government's Mass education programme.
- lessons in basic education and 900 students-both

irty centres have been set up giving
both children and adults have already

benefitted from the programme. More students are being enrolled for the

education programmes in the centrés.

e i,

“UHENIDAH, Aug 8 : Thé
Non-Formal Education im-
plemented by Dhaka Ahsania
Mission is running smoothly
in Sailkupa thana of the dis-
trict. '

According to Dhaka,Ahsa-
nia Mission (DAM] sources,
they have already completed
imparting lessons in 15 pre-
primary centres and 15 adult
education tentres where 900
learners have been benefitted
with basic education under

' 'Non-Formal Education (NFE),

This programme is ru

as' part Mass Education
Programme, Sources said. In
addition . anmother = 450
students are taking lessons in
more ‘15 basic prlmar]r
schools in the thana.

Talking to Reza Latif
Assistant Area Coordinator
(AAC), Dhaka Ahsania Mission
(DAM] it was learnt that they
have been running their m:-

tivities in one village in
Sailkupa pourashava, seven
in Manoaharpur

villages

government.

When this cor-
respondent visited a basic
school at village Bijulia it was
found 25 learners out of total
30 were present. Phoolmati
Khatun, 11, a student of the
"Banaphool” school informed
that she lost her father a few
years back. Since then her
mother has been working as
a maid servant who i

her to go to school. Another
student of the same schools,
Nasreen said that her father,
Mashiar Rahman a small
trader was not in a position
to send her to school. But she
is taking lessons in
Banaphool school as
her parents were inspired
about Nasreen's education by
the NGO workers. Tafikul, it,
another learner of the school
informed that his father
could not send him to school.
Rather his father wanted him
to work with him in the farm
land. But ignoring his former

father's wish he alongwith
- other

learners started

dance here. Baby further in-
formed that about 5 to 6 stu-
dents are remaining absent
from the classes due to pr

sure from their guardians as
they (guardians) are more in-
terested to send their chil-
dren to madrashas instead of
sending to school run by -

- NGOs.

Another school run by
DAM, Barnamala was also vis-
ited by this correspondent.
Here 30 students are en-
listed. Khaleda Afroz. the
teacher of Barnamala in-
formed that a student,
Ahmed, age 11 is a rickshaw-
puller and earns about Taka
20 a day. After attending two
hours of class, Ahmed pulls
van and hands over the
money to his mother which
partly helps to meet their
family expenditures.

Polash, another NFE
school run by DAM is situated
at village Fajelpur. Anjuman
Ara Khatun the teacher of the -
school informed that out of

JHENIDAH Students are taking lessons in a NFE school ‘at village Sadhuhati Ii

Sailkupa thana.

unfon - -three villagé * i

Dhalaharachandra unfon and
three villages in Hakimpur
urdon.

AAC added that their pro-
gramme was .started here in
September 1993 under mass
education programme of the

Plan to plant
saplings on 1500
acres of land
in Noakhali

MAIJDI COURT (Noa-
khali), Aug 8: Divisional
Forest Office, Noakhali has
undentaken a programme to
plant trees on 1500 acres of
land during the current fiscal
year. says an UNB report.

It also planted saplings on
1600 acres of coastal areas of
greater Noakhali district un-
der Forest Resources
Management Programme in
the last fiscal year.

A total of 14,500 saplings

were planted in Laxmipur,

Feni and Noakhali districts
under Thana Afforestation
Programme in last year.

Eight lakh saplings will be
planted next year after pro-
ducing from its 12 nurseries
under the programme.

The Forest Office sources
said about 2 lakh saplings
were planted in 38 km road,
16 km roadside rail line, 5
km embankment, 30 km
connecting roads including
important places and educa-
tional institutions during the
last fiscal year

hhout?ﬂp:ermntnplhm.

were sold from its nurseries
during the period, the
sources said.

5 jailed for
attempting to

kill one
From Our Correspondent
JHENIDAH, Aug 8: Five
persons were awarded jail
terms for attempt to
kill Monjer Ali of vil-
lage Hir in sadar thana
of the district. Mohammed
Abdul Khalek, Assistant
District Judge of Jhenidah

the five accused tried to kill

the wvictim, Ali in a
com field at Hiradanga
on 26.11.92. In regard, a

?:‘m ﬂhF with Jhenidah

After theé hearing, the
Additional District Judge
awarded accused Abdur
Razzak and Yusuf Ali to suffer

Aziz, Hl:lhrlh Hossain and
Munsef Ali each were
awarded two years.

~ attending school and:made

good results. Tafikul also
informed that none of his
colleagues earlier went to any
school. ;
Darin Afroz Baby, a
teacher of Banophool school
informed that most of the
students in her 'class can re-
cvite poems, sing, even most
of the students learned to

Valuable worth
Tk 3 lakh looted

PATUAKHALI, Aug B8:
Valuables worth Tk 3 lakh
were looted in a dacoity in a
house near Government Girls'
High School in the town po-
lice said, reports UNB,

According to witnesses a
gang of armed dacoits en-
tered the house of late Al-
Hajj Md Moazzem Hossain on
August 2 through the wihdow
by cutting its iron grills, at
about 3 am.

They beat the inmates
indiscriminately and de-
camped with cash, gold or-
naments, clothes and other
valuables worth about Tk 3
lakh.

A case was filed with the
police. Police investigation is
on.

-—Btnrm

her 30 pupils; six’hév
running their families

ing as day labourers, selling
nut, milk etc.

Papia Khatun alias Popy
age 10, a student said that
after completion of her class
from 7 am to 9 am she works
as a maid servant for which
she is provided with three
meals a day. Her mother is
also a maid servant, Popy in-
formed.

Reza Latif, Assistant Area
Coordinator, DAM also in-
formed that they are running
environmental activities at
village Debtala in Sailkupa
thana.

DAM has installed 50 san-
itary latrines out of i
250, planted 300 saplings,

two tubewells, and given
training to 50 ns for
making Iimproved oven.

Further, they have allocated
fund to establish a nursery in
the village.

AAC also informed that
their education programme
is likely to be completed by
August this year.

While visiting the basic
education centres of DAM it
was observed that most of the,
learners are polite and smil-
ing. All seemed to be very
conscious about education.
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