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Unicef on Chl]d labour

‘Bangladesh caught between

h is an

of the potential conflict be-
tween good intentions to
eliminate child labour and
the ~driven need for
children te work, without vi-
able alternatives, reporis
UNB.

United Nations Children
Fund (Unicef) portrays this
helpless situation pertaining
to the child labour issue in its
annual report of 1995 made
available to the media yester-

The official figure of chil-
dren working in various sec-
tors of the economy is 5.7
million. But Unicef estimates
the number of 10 to 14-year-
old ranges from 5.7 million
to almost three times.

The Unicef report re-
ferred to a 1994 survey in
garment industry of Asian-
American Free Labous
Institute (AAFLI) that found
children, like adult workers,
were frequently locked in the
factories, working 10 to 14
hours days with a half day off
on Friday.

However, the export gar-
ment industry, which em-

Ershad's appeals:
Next hearing
~on Aug 27

The hearing on two ap-

peals by dcpum president
Hussain Mohammad Ershad
against the judgements by
the Special Judges Court,
Dhaka, in two corruption ca-
ses was adjourned till August
27. reports BSS.
Gen Ershad filed appeals
nst both the judgements
the Special Judges Court.
Dhaka. before the High Court
division of the Supreme
Court.

Rafique

From Page 1|
Constitution says: An election
to fill the seat of a member of
Parliament shall be held
within ninety days of the oc-
currence of the vacancy.

The BNP leader main-
tained that during the period
of applying that constitutional
provision, those two special
rights of the House would not
be effective, ‘but for that, the
majosity party cannot lose its
right to rule.

" Awami League’'s con-
tention is considered, then
the minority will prevail
upon the majority”. he said
asking, “what type of democ-
racy would that be?”

AL's demand for
dissolving the Parliament,
the BNP leader said, "we
cannot lose our constitutional
right for their fault — the

tion MPs were given
five years’ mandate by the
electorate, but they have vio-
lated that.”

Barrister Rafique pointed
out that the President has no
constitutional power to dis-
solve the parliament without
the advice of the Prime
Minister.

“Inviting the President to
dissolve the Parliament is a
total disregard to our parlia-
mentary democracy”, said
Rafiqgue quoting Article 48
(3) of the Constitution where
President’s function has been
clearly defined.

Article 48 (3) says: In the
exercise of all his functions,
save only that of appointing
the Prime Minister pursuant
to clause (3) of Article 56 and
the Chief Justice pursuant to
clause (1) of Article 95. the
President shall act in accor-
dance with the advice of the
Prime Minister.

Street urchins
From Page 1
When they discovered that
the attackers were children,
they chased them and ar-
rested caught an eight year-
old hngr Sayeed. Others fled
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ploys as many as 55,000
child workers and exported

US dollar 750 million worth
of clothing to the United
States in 1993, is especially
vulnerable to outside pres-
sure.

In 1993, fearing US legis-
lation to ban import of gar-
ments made with child
labour, employers dismissed
about 75 per cent of their
child workers, causing great
financial hardship to the
children and their families.

A Unicef/ILO (Interna-
tional Labour Or tion)
study later found many of the
children “"wound up In
situations far worse than
those they had left." the

report said.

The UN beody. however,
expressed satisfaction over
the agreement they
with Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) and ILO
early last month.

Under the agreement, to
be fully implemented from
November this . all the
under children working
in the readymade garment
sector would be placed in
education programmes.

Father, step
mother arrested

for killing baby

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Aug 7:
The police arrested one ldris
Ali and his second wife for al-
legedly killing the one and a

- half-year-old child of the first

wife here today.

Monwara Begum of New
Hajiganj under Fatullah thana
at around 11.15 am filed a
case with the police accusing
her husband Idris Ali and his
second wife, Sajeda Begum,
of killing her baby — Shanta
— earlier today. Idris Ali lives
with his wives in the same
house.

Dhaka Board
From Page 1

sults from their respective
examination centres or
schools.

The handout said the results
of the current year's SSC
examinations will not be avail-

at the Education Board,
Hn'lrm
Hﬂn-.

Meanwhile, the results of
the Rajshahi and Comilla
boards will be published si-
multaneously from all exami-
nation centres at 10 am to-
Morrow,

BDR-BSF flag

meet held

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 7: A Nag
meeting between the BDR
and the BSF was held at the

, Jakiganj thana headquarters

today.
Border problems were
discussed in the sector-

commander level meeting
held at the Jakiganj Dak
Bungalow, an official nnun::e
informed.

Colonel Md Nurul Islam
sector-commander, Sylhet,
led the .6-member team of
BDR while S B Katati,
inspector-general of BSF,
Cachhar and Mizoram led the

Protest in London
against Golam
Azam's visit

The United Kingdom
chapter of Ghatak Dalal

- Nirmul Committee held a

meeting at Altaf Ali Park in
East London on Sunday
protesting the visit of Golam
Azam to the UK, reports
UNB.

Several hundred Nirmul
activists from different cities
attended the meeting, ac-
cording to a fax message
reached here yesterday.

Later, they also brought
out procession which
marched on the streets of
the British capital .

Meanwhile, acting con-
venor of Nirmul Committee
Shahriar Kabir and convenor
of Jatiya Samannaya Co-
mmittee Hasan Imam 'in
separate statements congrat-
ulated them for demonstrat-
ing against the visit of Golam
Azam in London.

BCL leader

From Page 1
shot at Sheikh Mohammad
Firoz in his left leg at about
2:30 pm when he was chat-
ting with his friends in the
TSC compound.

Firoz is a masters final
year student of Emmﬂu

Four rounds of gmlmt
were fired during t
dent.

Firoz, a BCL ventral com-
mitiee member, was known
as a supporter of the "Barisal

up”. He was rushed to
haka Medical College

tal and then taken to

angu Hospital.

| case today.

Primme Minister

From Page 1

conflict, said today he had
invited the Serban and
Croatian presidents to meet
in Moscow.

Interfax news agency
quoted Yeltsin as telling re-
porters at the Kremlin that
{alks were already underway
for Croatia’s Franjo Tudjman

and Serbia's Slobodan
Milosevic to meet him in the
Russian capital.

Croatian Defence Hinll-ttf
Gokko Susak told Croatian
radio: "The Serbs in the area
(south of Zagreb and on the
way to Bosnia) have refused
to surrender.”

‘The Serbs attempted to
trick us, taking heavy
weapons into Bosnia,' he said.

The United Nations had
earlier announced the ac-
cord, negotiated early today,
for the surrender and with-
drawal of the rebel Serb sol-
diers. Under the agreement,
the Serbs were to hand in
their heavy weapons to siles
monitored by the United
Nations.

A UN officials said the
Croatian defence ministry
informed the United Nations
at midday that the deal nego-
liated early today for the
Serbs to surrender, hand
over their heavy weapons and
join the flow of civilian
refugees out of the area “is
no longer valid.”

Young man found
in Abahani ground
dies in hospital
By DMCH Correspondent

The young man. rescued
by police from Abahani
ground in an unconscious
state Sunday, died at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital at
about 11:30 pm yesterday.

Medical sources said, the
youth, whose identity could
net be ascertained, died from
poisoning.

Eyewitnesses said Sunday
the youth was left on the
Abahani ground by some
youths who came there in a
auto-rickshaw at around 8:30

The youth struggled hard
for breath but bubbles came
out of his mouth. He was
wearing jeans trousers am:l a
full-sleeve T-shirt.

Suicide

A housewife who allegedly
took poison died at the
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) vesterday.

The housewife, Lina
Akhter, 25, took poison at
her residence at Mirbagh in
the morning. it was alleged.
She was admitted to the
DMCH immediately. Lina died
at about 2:30 pm.

Source alleged that Lina
committed suicide fullowing
a family feud.

Manzur murder

From Page 1

Chittagong District and
Sessions Judge's court re-
ceived the ministry's ‘order
copy' this meming. The copy
was sent from Dhaka by a
special messenger.

Mentionably, the
Chittagong Sessions Judge's
court was scheduled to hear
the ' zance matter' of the
The Sessions
Judge's court here took up
the case on July 24 and fixed
August 7 for hearing the
‘cognizance matter'.

Deposed president H M
Ershad is the main accused

‘officers have also been
chuguheeted in the case.

'UNB adds: Meanwhile,
Jatiya Party brought out a
procession in the port city
and held a rally at the court
premises in the morning
protesting the government
decision to shift the case
from Chittagong to Dhaka.

It held a press conference
at the Panchlaish residence
of city JP president and

| former city mayor Mahmudul

Islam Chowdhury in the
Chowdhury read out a
written statement at the
press conference terming
the of the case as a
“bad example for justice.”

city unit secretary Jahangir
Alam Chowdhury and ex-
deputy mayar Dastagir

C ry, were present.

| Y3

in the case. Four retired army

Local JP leaders, including
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From Page |

Besides, the meeting was
informed that measures have
been taken to import
seedlings of wheat and maize
from abroad.

It was further informed
that flood water had already
receded from the affected
areas and that all the rivers
were flowing nornnally.

For ensuring employment
ol the affected poor people.
the meeting was informed
that the Test Relief works
were going on in full-swing
throughout the country.

In the flood affected areas,
the OMS (Open Market Sale)
programme had already been
launched and it would be
spread in other parts of the
country soon.

Besides, the meeting was
told that the government had
decided lo sanctioh about 50
metric tons of wheat under
the VGD programme. Of the
amount, 25 MT had alread
been allocated and the VG
programme is expected Lo
start within a few days.

The Food for Works
Programme will also begin
soon and government allo-
cated Tk 700 crore for this
purpose.

In addition, Tk 500 crore
has been allocated for the
purpose of maintenance and
repair works in sectors like
road communication, health,
education, flood control, irri-

gation, food and agriculture.

The Prime Minister di-
rected the authorities con-
cerned to immediately begin
work on all these sectors
where funds had already been
allocated.

Begum Zia further in-
structed to start all other de-
velopment and maintenance
works taken up in the cur-
rent budget to create em-
ployment opportunities [or
the flood affected people.

Police yet to
rescue kidnapped

businessman

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG. Aug 7:

Police is yet Lo lrace out
husinessman Taher Ali Fakri
Lhree days after his abduc-
Lirw g,

Police officials however
~iitl today that efforts were
o to find him and nab the
kidnappers.

Abduction of Fakri by the
gunmen from a busy place
here during day time has
worried the business com-
munity and city dwellers.
President of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Sarwar Jamal Nizam
in a statement today ex-
pressed grave concern at the
incident. Deterioration of law
and order will not only affect
trade and business but also
foreign investment, he said.

Dissolve 'unrepresentative’
parliament: LDF

The Left Democratic Front
(LDF) yesterday demanded
immediate dissolution of
‘unrepresentative’ Parliament
and general elections under a
caretaker government to rid
the nation of the 'grave’ polit-
ical crisis. reports UNB.

At this stage, the nation
would not accept any elec-
tions other than general vote,
leaders of the combine said
at a press conference, reject-
ing the reported government
move towards byelections in
the oppesition-vacated seats.

"It will be a great blunder
for the government to go
ahead with byelections in-
stead of finding a reasonable
solution to the current politi-
cal crisis,” said the LDF
statement at the news con-
ference.

"Holding such byelections
only a few months before
general elections will be an
exercise in futility devoid of
reality,” said the alliance.

The Left Front will ob-
serve 'Demand
20 by holding meetings, pro-
cessions and demonstrations
as part of its ongoing agita-

Day' on August

tion for realising its de-
mands.

Nayeem Jahangir read out
the statement and Rashed
Khan Menon, Shahidullah
Chowdhury. Mojahidul Islam
Selim. among others, replied
to questions at the press
conference at the Shaheed
Taher Auditorium. It was also
attended by Morshed Ali,
Hasanul Haq Inu, A F M
Mahbubul Haq lnd'DIHp
Barua.

. 20 injured as
BNP, JP clash
in Sirajgan]

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 7: At
least 20 people were injured.
two seriously, in a series of
clashes between the activists
of BNP and Jatiya Party in
Kazipur thana in the last two
days, reports UNB.

Seriously injured Zahrul
Haque, 26, of the BNP and
Abdul Mannan, 25. of the JP,
both the students of Meghai
Monsur Ali Government

College, were admitted to
Kazipur Health Complex.

A Mulaysian woman 1n traditional costume stands in
front of the partly constructed Petronar Twin towers

duning a

coremony yesterday to mark the raising of 4.4

million dollar skybridge which will join the towers on
the 41st and 42nd floors when it reaches its resting place

today.

— AFP photo

am Khaleda Zia presiding over a high-level meeting that reviewed the pml -flood r:hablhtltmn
programme at the International Conference Centre in the city yesterday.

— PID pheto

Bosnian troops | Post-flood rehabilitation | Gold seized

at ZIA
By Staff Correspondent

Zia International

senger yesterday.

12:30 pm

~ Five injured in

By Staff Correspondent

yesterday.

Of the injured. Amin

admitted to

*in a local clinic.
of people in Hazaribagh and

place near the
Technology College.

Stampede tragedy
Rajuk, DCC

probe on

Star Report
The Rajdhani

city. where 9 teenaged work-

building which housed those
fulfilled the required legal
formalities. a senior police
official said yesterday.
The DC (North) of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police,

Star that the
looking

police were
for the owners of

. Apparels. They have already

Y:questioned Khondoker Mo-

barak. the owner of the
building, he added.

official sources, the govern-
to establish a special commit-
tee comprising officials from

the garments factories and

the recurrence of such inci-
dents.

Coldmbo

From Page 1

Lanka will announce a
separate state tomorrow, the
Independent Lankadeepa
newspaper reported.
Quoting northern political
sources, it said today the
state would combine the
northern Jaffna Peninsula,
where the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) already have
control, and parts of the east.

Move to privatise
WASA protested.

By Staff Correspondent

- The officials and employ-
ees of the Dhaka Water and
Sewerage Authority (WASA)
vesterday announced a 5-
point programme to protest
the reported government
move to privatise the WASA.

by the Karmakarta Karma-
chari Oikya Parishad at its
extra ordinary general
meeting include the wearing
of black badges during office

rallies and processions from
9 to 10 am and from 12 pm
to 1 pm in the regional cen-
tres and the WASA building
respectively. The agitation
programme will begin on

August 12.
Member secretary of the

Khan Majnu briefed the
meeting about the latest situ-
ation. The meeting was ad-
dressed, among others, by
the parishad leaders Mirza
Abdur Razzak. Md
Haflzuddin, Faziul Hag AK M
A Azad, Md Saidul Islam and

| Rafiqul Islam.

. inn-d I tation of the

Customs officials at the
Airport
(Z1A) seized gold bars and
chains worth about Taka 18

lakh from a Bangladeshi pas-

Airport sources said that
the customs surveillance
leamn seized 34 gold bars and
380 gms of gold chains from
one Motin, 35. He arrived
Dhaka from Bangkok by a
Thai International flight at

Hazaribagh clash

At least five persons were
injured in a clash between

two groups of local people at
Hazaribagh area in the city

Mollah. 40, a pedestrian was
the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital with
bomb injury, Medical sources
said. Two local men, Mahmud
and Ali Hossain were treated

There has been sporadic
clashes between rival groups

adjacent areas for last few

days. Yesterday's clash took
Leather

Unnayan

Kartripakha (RAJUK) and the
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
are investigating whether the
two garment factories, in the

ers died Saturday and the

the

Waliur Rahman told The Daily

Lusaka Fashion and Faa

Meanwhile, according to

ment is also taking measures

the labour ministry to inspect

recommend measures to stop

separatist ¢

The programmes decided

hours and work stoppage and

parishad Md Harun-or-Rashid
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The Midnight File
Arafat meets Mubarak today

CAIRO. Aug 7: PLO chiefl Yasser Arafat will meet
tmnorrow with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak to brief
Inm on progress in talks with Israel, officials here said.
The two will discuss sraeli- Palestinian talk on e
itonomy in the West Bank at the Egyptian resort of Burg
U-Arab 45 kilometers east of Alexandria on the
Mediterranean coast. the officials said today, reports AFP.

Jute, texl:lle workers

From ": 1
statement of those re-
tremched or sacked earlier.

reopening of the closed mills

Th-t trade union leader
hoped that the government
and the authorities con-
cerned would realise their
demands through discussion
with the labour force.

The workérs will organise
rallies and processions in all
the jute, textile and spinning
mills from today to
September 15. They will also
organise a rally in Dhaka.

Labour leaders Alhaj M A
Aziz, Lutfor Rahman.
Shahidullah C . igbal
Majumder. S M Rumi, Z M
Kamrul Anam, Mozammel
Haq., Shah Alam, Shariat
Ullah and Anwara Begum
were present at the press
conference at the Workers'

accords signed between the
government and trade
L HOPS.,

The jute and textile mills
workers enforced a 72-hour
strike and blockade in
January and another 96-hour
programthe in February
which were marked by wide-
scale violence.
| They also observed a 120-
hour strike programme last
month in the private-sector
jute. textile and spinning
miills demanding a minimum
wage of Tk 950

Claiming that the private-

sector workers are working Party office.

at a pay of Tk 560 fixed in

1985, Abul Bashar alleged : . < »
that the private owners Ra_lShahl VdrSlty
pedalled back from imple- From P |

menting the minimum
under the influence of the

government.
The ‘plunderer -owners

have already laid off some
mills., retrenched hundreds
of workers and are now

hatching conspiracy to close
down Mukbular Rahman Jute,

Kohinoor Jute, Afil Jute and
Ajax Jute Mills without pay-
ing the salaries of workers,

EC preparing
for by-polls

By Staff Correspondent
The Election Commission

(EC) is yet to set the date for
by-elections in the 142 va-

The university was closed
sine die for the second time
this year following a fierce
gun battle between activists
of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) and Islami Chhatra
Shibir on July 22. The uni-
versity was re-opened on May
31 after more than three
months' unscheduled closure.

The students under the
banner of Rajshahi University
General Students Council
(RUGSC) also announced that
thev would go for an action
programme including hunger
sirike and formation of "hu-
man. chain’' from August 16 if
the authorities fail to re-
the university by August 14.

cant parliamentary seats, : .

sources in the Commission EXtDrtlonlStS

said yesterday. From Page 1
Sources in the Commi- The toll collectors

ssion, however, said the EC
was taking all preparations
for holding by-elections in

claimed that they were au-
thorised by the Dhaka City
Corporation to collect the

time: money. When challenged by
As per the constitutional  (his correspondent the ex-
provisions, the EC would (ortionists could not produce

have to hold by-elections in
those seats by September 17.
The Opposition seats fell va-
cant as the MPs remained ab-
sent for 90 consecutive sit-
ting days.

Two other seats also fell
vacant due to death ol two
ruling party MPs. The EC has
a plan to hold by-elections in
these seats simultaneously.

:
Women's confce
From Page 1
being attended by over 300
representatives of different

NGOs all over the country.

The participants called for
enacting Uniform Personal
Law based on the principles
of equality and justice for
men and women.

On the health care of
women, they said the wom-
enfolk need proper health-
care throughout their life,
not only during their repro-
ductive period.

The speakers identified
the lack of woman's control
over her own life and body,
emerging out of her subordi-
nate position in the society,
as one of the major problems.

Shireen Hugq of
Naripaksha raised the issue
of capital punishment which
sparked a debate between its
supporters and opponents.

Those opposing the capi-

any identity card or receipt.

"We had to win a bid to
collect the tolls here," said
one. The traders complained
that this toll collection has
been going on for quite some
Lime now. ,

"The City Corporation
charges a tax called Octroi

when something enters the
city from other parts of the
country. Here again we are
being subjected to paying il-
legal tolls,"” said a trader who
had just paid Tk 2 for carry-
ing a basket of mangoes.

Road accidents

From Fu%:)
district town at about 4 am.

Police of Gabindaganj
thana rushed to the spot and
sent the injured people to
different hospitals.

Driver of the bus Zaman,
45, and Salauddin, 45, the
driver of the truck, suc-
cumbed to their injuries on
way to hospital. Salauddin
was the president candidate
in ensuing labour union elec-
tion.

Three others — Amjad
Hossain, 40, of Kurigram
district, Zohor Ali. 40, and
Monzat, 18, of Nilphamari
district died after admission
into hospital.

The seriously injured pas-
sengers were identified as

tal punishment termed it as a Shamim and Kasemi of
"violation of human rights". Gaibandha and Tapon,
Others felt that capital pun- Osman, Shamsul, Shamim,

Abdul Hye. Abdur Rahman.
Gitanjoli Roy and Suruz of
Rangpur district.

ishment would be just pun-
ishment for a crime against
humanity.
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