@The Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Al

Dhaka, Tuesday, August 8, 1995

Debating the Code of
Conduct

The Election Commission has readied a dralt
'Code of Conduct' to be followed by the political
parties and the candidates at the time of the
nation's general elections. They have dis-
patched copies of the same to the political
parties. Copies would be sent to newspapers as
well.

The EC, by writing the draft code, has taken
a very necessary step towards the elections.
And a very good step it is. Congratulations.
chertheleqs the circulation of the draft code
in fact switches on a chain of related events
needed to make the code effective and desir-
ably contributive to a truly free and fair elec-
tion. First of these is to open the code to a

t national debate. Let the people speak out.

d the parties. And the professional groups.
The draft if finalised in the light of the points
raised in the debate, would have the whole na-
tion involved in it. Which should mean it would
have a national sanction behind it.

And that is very important. If the Code of
Conduct has to play a positive role in the over-
all management and conduct of the polls, the

litical parties and the candidates will have

rst to commit themselves to it. And keep the
© commitment to a fault till the end of the show.

The national sanction would weigh heavy on
the parties and candidates in favour of the code
and would make it difficult for them to violate
it for fear of going against the nation.

The Code of Conduct was one among the
three things demanded by the opposition. In
the code lies their recourse to rise to the
Power of fightin c% the government on an equal

ooting. The code will oblige the ruling party
not to use state power and property and facili-
ties for election purposes. Fair-play, towards
" which the code is the surest patE can be un-
dermined more by the government than by the
Emﬁitinn because the former is at the helm of
s. But such an eventuality would not only
harm irreparably the government and BNP as a
whole, it would push back the prospect of
democracy — the only thing the election exer-
cise will be staged to help attain.

All parties have a great stake in seeing the
code prevail. If they all uphold it, individual
candidates wouldn't choose to be foolish. While
it is still very 'uncertain how things will shape
up to the elections, it is desirable that the code
is perfected in good time to take command
during the crucial election month.

Now the Policemen...

It was a small news item with a devastating
effect. Really a block-buster that would have
hugely embarrassed any government in an ef-
fective parliament. It could have even blown
the whistle on a government.

For, who ever heard of policemen taking to
the street, damaging vehicles and disrupting

traffic for full five hours? They did ex-
actly all these at Gazipur on Sunday, angered by
a mini-bus hitting police sub-inspector Altaf
Hossain and woundi him. Imagine what
would have happened if it were to prove fatal.
The spot being the Police Line area was obvi-
ously a very unlikely place for the driver of a
rivate vehicle to venture any laxity. So, it was
ust an accident leaving everything in the
power of the local police to seize the transport,
catch its driver and book him.
- On the contrary, the policemen filed out of
the nearby barracks and went on a rampage
like street urchins and mastans totally unmind-
ful of the hat they were wearing as the custo-
dian of law and order and of public property.
What moral authority can they wield now in a
reverse situation where they will have to con-
trol a certain crowd or a section of students
law into their hands. We have been con-
sistently averse to clannish mobilisation at the
slightest hint of someone coming to harm
wi a fold and then taking it out on entirely
off-the-mark targets: Such as public or private
transports bringing the traffic to a complete
standstill for hours on end. Frankly, there is
more of paranoid showmanship about it than
sincerity towards the victim. In the ultimate
analysis, it means the failure of law enforce-
meént.
= As if that was not enough, the police are now
on a law-breaking spree themselves. This is
where the real dan.?er lies. Who will the public
. turn to now? Surely not to such liveried mas-
tans. What was the barrack police supervisor
doing to control his men? The home ministry
better look into the matter seriously fixing re-
- sponsibility for the grave misconduct on the
m:'t of the lawmen. What kind of a training are
¥ being imparted now-a-days that their
essional motivation runs out under the
slightest pressure?

State Position on the Lake

- The Dhanmondi Lake has another scavenger
in human form hovering it. This time a gov-
ernmr:nt ministry or a party authorised by it is

in wait to pounce on it. They have filled
&a e chunk of whatever remains of the
to raise residential flats for government
The stealth with which they had apparently
moved ahead with their hidden agenda smacks
of criminal insensitivity to the feelings of
Dhanmondi residents. Previously we had voiced
concern over how private parties and individ-
uals were spoiling the lake by constricting its
flow and polluting its water. For the most part
of the last 35 years this lake has been the sole
cool eddy girdling and sustaining the wooded
section of Dhanmondi area. But now the bal-
ancer of ecology, the breathing space and the
recreation enclave of Dhanmondi zone is being
intruded upon by none other than a govern-
mental authority. On top of the lack of mainte-
nance of the lake this comes as an insult to in-
Jury. We are, therefore, on the side of the local
Jnhabitants and join them in their protests
‘against the impending housing encroachment
‘on the lake property.
Befure starting a crusade on this, we would
like a public statement made by the works

m.ry on the misgivings arising out of the -

filling work in the lake area in the light of doc-
uments in our possession.

ECENTLY | spent

about a month in the

United States. Unlike
earlier visits, short or long. it
wis a vacation — a holiday
fronn any kind of obligation or
responsibility. 1 managed Lo
evade even the distractions of
sight-seeing. Most of my time
wns spent in a very quiet,
lealy suburb of New York. |
would like 10 believe that |
was ol wasting Lthe ume — |
was sludying the contem-
porary social and political
scene in America,

Count Alexis de Tocqu-
eville,. Lhe French aristocrat
and pelitical philosopher
made the same study more
than a hundred and fifty years
ago. The product "Democracy
in America is still consi-
dered unsurpassed In its
understanding of the fast
evolving American society
and uncanny prescience re-

- garding its future.

In making the study. | had
one advaniage over Tocgu-
eville. He had to travel over
the length and the breath of
United States — although
smaller in size than it is
today. yet big enough — by
mosi  primitive means of
(ransporiations over some of
the longest roads. It must
have been physically very
demanding and extremely
uncomtortable. 1 could con-
duct my ‘research” mostly
recumnbent on a living room
couch surling back and forth
across more than fifty TV
channels. | witnessed the de-
bates of the House and the
Senate and the hearings of
various congressional com-
mittees and sub-committees.
| listened to countless chat-
shiows. debates, interviews
and phone-ins covering al-
most all aspects of the econ-
omy, society, lamily and per-
sonal lives. | joined the audi-
ence ol the tele-evangelists
and host of interest and
pressure group propagandists
including the gun-crazie's.
Thern ithere was the O.J. Sim-
pson (rial simultaneous co-
verage ol which by almost all
channels gave me enough
time. after the initial novelty
wore off. to make leisurely
perusal ol the newspapers,
magazines and current best
sellers. Facts and opinions
thus gathered were supple-
mented by a few short visits
to New York city. These visits

let me wview first hand the

great American meiting pot
in all its splendour and squ-
alor.

America Revisited

mmwmhmhmmmmmﬁ—-
altitude of less than ten thousand feet. Bosnia is a prime example.

My first visit to Amerieca
was also the longest. John F
Kennedy was the President.
Despite the Bay of Pigs
episode, it was an outward-
looking, brashly confident
America fully sure of its mis-
sion and destiny. it was will-
ing to take on commission
anywhere in the world.

Yet, it was a fractured so-
clety. The American “liberals”
seemed (o pretend that the
black minority — "Afro-
American” is a much later
coinage — was invisible. In
my one year in Harvard, |
don’'t recall having seen any
black faculty member and
more than couple of black
students. Of course. there
were black janitors and wait-
ers in the faculty club. But
they are not a part of the uni-
versity community. Same was
true for many government of-
fices | visited. It seemed that
the mindset of white America
changed very little since the
time of Tocqueville despite
the civil war, two World Wars
and America acting as a pro-
moter and champions of
democracy all over the world.

And the red-neck Am-
erica, particularly in the
South, was still practising

open segregalion sanctioned
by law and upheld by the gov-
ernment machinery.

My personal experience of
an encounter with the then

segregationist US is worth
recounting il only to high-
light how remarkably the
country transformed itself in
the following decade or so.
During the Thanks Giving
holidays of 1961, 1 visited
Knoxville, Tennessee along
with two my fellow students
of the Harvard Graduate Sch-
ool of Public Administration
(later renamed John F Ken-
nedy School of government).
Both Anna George and Sus-
hital Bannerjee were member
of the Indian Administrative
Service. (Anna was the first
woman in India to join that
covetous service. Both of
them rose to rank of secre-

.tary in the government of

India). Our objective was to
study the functioning of the
Tennessee Valley Authority

(TVA) — one of the largest
ever public sector projects in
Lthe USA.

We had booked accom-
modation, by letter., in the
local YMCA. When we turned
up there the lady at the re-
ception looked at our face
and was visibly upset. Soon
she gathered hersell and in-
formed us that there musi
have a mistake — it was white
YMCA and there is a separate
one for the blacks. She was,
however, kind enough to ad-
vise us to try a hotel — a top
range hotel would perhaps
accommodate us since we
were foreigners.

We checked in a hotel and
went out. For our evening
meal. we entered a small res-
taurant and sat at an empty

section of the white :
enjoined upen the federal,
state and local governments
o take positive measures for
ensuring integration in all
walks of life.

| witnessed the impact of
all these changes during my
next long visit in 1973. it was
amazing. Only in America, |
mused, such a transformation
could take place within such
a short time.

America in 1995 seem to
be reneging from its pledge
to end segregations not only
in law but also in fact. The
poor, who overwhelmingly
consist of ethnic minorities
are poorer than any time in
the recent memory. The
white majority on one side
and almost all of the various
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table. We were not physically
thrown out, but everyone in
the restaurant, both the cus-
tomers and the staff, behaved
as if we were invisible. After a
fairly uncomfortable quarter
of an hour or so. we over-
heard someone. possibly an
enlightened customer, telling
a waitress, "Don't you see the
lady in that dress? (It was a
sari). They are foreigners, no
harm in serving them.” But
the waiters would not budge.
"Foreigners or not, we don't
serve any niggers”., she
shouted.

The very next decade wit-
nessed the crusade of Martin
Luther King civil rights
movement in which quite a
few whites also joined, Both
the executive and judiciary
joined hands to legally dis-
mantle the segregationist
edifice built over the cent-
uries. Lydon Johnson. perh-
aps the most underrated and
tragic American President of
this century, proclaimed the
dawning of the great society,
courts, with considerable
support from a substantial

ethnic minorities on the
other appear to be retreating
into separate ghetioes of
their own. Affirmative action.
designed to give a helping
hand to the historical disad-
vantaged and discriminated
against ethnic minorities. is
under increasingly virulent
attack. The legislatures, the
courts and the governments
at all levels give the impres-
sion of abetting the process.
Too many fault ines are de-
veloping in the American so-
ciety. | know that Jim Crow
days can never be back. Yet |
am afraid that it will be gquite
some time before the current
process of fragmentation of
the oldest functioning demo-
cracy in the world is halted.
Notwithstanding the
tragic misadventure and de-
bacle of Vietnam, America
since the World War Il has
been supremely confident of
its leadership of the non-
communist world. Hardly
ever there was any hesitation
to discharge the obligations
such a role entailed although
on occasions it meant sup-

lil'lfh Ii
thead with ooy probdem abroad
from an alitude ol less than
e Thesmrsauwl leet. Bosnia is a

prime example

For more than fifty years.
the major in lact almost the

sode — driving lorce behind
the US lorewgn policy was the

This happened al a time

when changes in demograph-
wal and economic balance is

makmg the old “establis-
et vield o a new one.
The prep school. ivy-league

ivpes with links (o east coast -

vld money and international

‘1l o sharp break from long
bipartisan  tradition. Ewven
Nixon in his twisted way and
Reagan with his simplistic
dltitile were visionaries with
deflinite ideas ol America’s
world role. There is practi-
cally none now.

I had a distinct impres-
sion & miajority of m
are e
kar. They are mm a
tendency (o make ethnically
different recent immigrants
the scapegoal for many of its
problems — real or imaginary.

A signilicant section of news
and elecironic media is en-
couraging the tendency.
Nothing could illustrate it
hetter than the initial public
A media reaction to the
Oklabinia carnage. The in-
stant verdiet was that per-
sutis ol loreign origin. speci-

fhealthy Muslitas.
responsible lor it!

Hispanics constitute the
longes! immigrant group. Yet
churing the last thirty years or
<0i. there have been spectacu-
kwr inerease in the number of
non-white Asian imimigrants.
They are concentrated in
certain parts of some particu-
kar oities. i effect each in its
wen ghetio, unlike most of
carler wmmigrants. excluding
those in voluntary ones from
Adrica. they are highly visible
hw their physiognomy and
skin color. They tend to cling
1o thewr own religions. social
atel cultural values. And quite
v lew of themn have earned a
repaniation as over-achievers.
Hhutnan nature being what it
iIs. soine jealous antipathy
could 1ol be unexpected. Yet.
I don i believe that in any
other couniry of the world.
lirst or secomnd generation
immigran's could have
achweved <o much.

must be

Wirs lZing 10 See S0
manv South Asians. particu-
larly Bangladeshis. in New
York. One would meet Bang-
ladeshi business executives.
shopkeepers. teachers,
students, cab drivers. and
evenn women selling flowers
and trinkets on the pave-
ments. They are all exercis-
ing the inalienable right of
‘pursuit of happiness” as gua-
ranteed by the US Consti-
liwn, In how many cases,
tins pursuit will end in
success is another matter.

Then there are the nu-
merous Bangladeshi restau-
rants. What a contrast o my
first visit to New York more
than three decades ago. One
day | had an over-powering
craving for dal. rice and curry
which | had not tasted for
more (han three months. |
had to spend hours. consult-
ing yellow pages and making
telephone calls before | could
locate one of the two such
establishments in the whaole
of New York city.

What impressed Alexis de
Tocqueville most about Am-
erica was the process of the
disappearance of class
divisions and the spread of
social consciousness and hu-
manity. [ witnessed some re-
gression and set back in this
process this time. Yet, | left
with the confidence that it is
only temporary. The open-
ness of the democratic pro-
cess unmatched in any other
country in the world will en-
sure this.

Victims of Sub-standard and Poisonous Foods

by Nilratan Halder

VEN withoul going te
such extreme as
"people are what they

eal . one can reasonably find
it nauseating to live in this
society. A serialised report
titled. "Story of Uncensuma-
hle Foods" published in this
daily has presented chilling
details of various methods of
adulteration of lood items.
This is however not for the
first time that we come to
kinnow ol criminal practices
with the consumable and the
usable. This report only
shows precisely where things
go wrong and how
spurious and terribly harmful
foodstuffs are passed as
guality goods.

What is however most
surprising is that this report
could nol even cause a few
ripples in our social and po-
litical lile. But was not it a

subject thal ought to turn

hell and heaven upside
down? Such unconcern for
what constitutes our daily
food is rather surprising. Sp-
ecially so when the B

have a reputation of organ-
ising violent protests on
almost every pretext. Is it
because the manufacturers of
spurious foods are not easily
identifiable and quantifiable
— a sorl of faceless bugs or
evils? That should even be a
more compelling reason for
agitation, Alter all it is a more
direct threat to our health.
People have the right to buy
the quantity and quality

the

We have forgotten that if manufacturing spurious items is criminal, it is no less so tq overlook the
- practiee. Pafticularly when someone's job is to ensure quality and thereby

the standard of life of the people.

worth their money.

it is not just a clear case
ol cheating but something
more in that some profit-
mongers are resorting to
practices that are bound to
lell very adversely on the na-
tion's health. That an over-
whelming proportion of chil-
dren — 93 per cent to be
precise — suffer from malnu-
trition and the population is
recording a stunted growth is
shocking enough. The intake
of nutritious and balanced
food eludes the majority of
our population. Now if the
little they can make available
for themselves is further
damaged by chemical con-
tamination and adulteration,
what chance do they stand in

maintaining sound physiques
— and therefore sound
minds? The people who are
committing such criminal
offences — their number
however is not likely to be
very large — are the enemies
of the nation. Their products
are posing a potent threat to
our national health to the
extent that this nation is now
manifestly sliding down the

- road — both intellectually and

physically. Children are grow-
ing up with a low level of in-
telligence.

When such is the stake,
how can the people and the
government fail to notice the
myriad bizarre methods ol
making look-alike but limit-
lessly harmful stuffs? It
seems we DBangalees are
prone to give misplaced pri-
orities to issues. The points
where our manufacturing ex-
pertise has been deliberately
undermined and made culpa-
ble are identifiable. But no-
body takes the issue seriously
to bring the sector in order.
We have forgotten that if
manufacturing spurious items
is criminal, it is no less so to
overlook the practice. Par-
ticularly when someone's job
is to ensure quality and
thereby the standard of life of
the people. When our prod-
ucts are exported, they have
to comply certain standards
before reaching foreign mar-
kets and consumers. The
same is true for our people.
Standards may somewhat
vary but not beyond a limit.

Now hazardous and toxic
foodstuffs get marketed be-
cause the government is not
very keen to enforce the
standards and the people too

are less aware of the slow but

sure poisoning they are being
subjected to. People must

come forward to resist such
criminalities. Consumers’ or-
ganisations, citizens groups
must be formed without any
political considerations to
exert pressure through laun-
ching a social campaign. That
is the first condition to take
on the manufacturers of
adulterated foods. Ensuring
quality will then automatically
follow its normal course. It
will certainly call for revamp-
ing the existing monitoring
and testing process. The

Bangladesh Standards and

Testing Institute (BSTI) has
been given almost an impos-

sible job to do. When it
knows full well that it can
hardly make a dent into the
mountainous manufacturing
and marketing chaos, the
propensity and temptation —
at least for some employees
— are to t the scope for
manoeuvring. And if that is
for some unearned monetary
gains, what's the harm? A job
half done is virtually not done
at all. It may create more
problems than it solves.

The BSTI is no exception
to this rule. It tests the sam-
ples supplied by the con-
cerned manufacturers. That

is far from ideal. What it

me for publioatiﬂn in ' these columns should be
|addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the wn#rl real name, signature and
| [address.

"New Formula for
Caretaker
Government”

Sir, My attention was
drawn to a news item pub-
lished in The Daily Star of

July 29th, 1995 under the

above caption in which it was
stated that Barrister Syed
Ishtiag Ahmed gave a formula

for the formation of a care-

taker government. According
to his formula, ten individuals
or more, nominated on a po-
litical consensus, would be
elected through by-elections
from the vacated seats of the
MPs and they would form an
interim government within
Lthe constitutional framework
to conduct the elections.
This s is now

widely discussed in all news-
papers in Bangladesh and is
being supported by several
other im personalities
and legal experts as is evi-

dent from the newspaper re-

“umn under

ports. Welcoming the effort
of Barrister Syed Ishtiaq
Ahmed, | would like to
humbly mention that | made
a similar suggestion, under
prevailing circumstances at
that time, when Sir Ninlan
Stephen was in Dhaka and it
was published in your news-
paper of November 16th,
1994 in the "Opinion” col-
the caption
"Suggestion for a Caretaker
Government"”. At that time
negotiations between the rul-
ing party and the combined
opposition parties were in
progress through the media-
tion of Sir Ninian. Obviously
the opposition MPs didn't
resign till then although the
boycott was continuing. In
that write-up | suggested "an
outline of a plan for a care-
taker government which will
not require any amendment
of the Constitution”. To
briefly describe the plan I
witll quote the following para-

graph from my uﬁw write-

up: |

"Six months before disso-
lution of the Parliament, six
Members of Parliament from
the ruling party and five from
the combined opposition will
resign and the vacant con-
stituencies will elect, uncon-
tested, a total of eleven new
non-partisan Members of
Parliament, six nominated by
the ruling party and five by
the combined opposition,
who will form a new care-

I would have been happier
if Barrister Ishtiaq and his
supporters came up with this
proposal at the time of publi-
cation of my article. The im-
plementation of this proposal
at that time would have been
much more easier and this
coult perhaps have changed
the vourse ol history of poli-
tics in Bangladesh. As per
terms of my proposal, if ac-
cepted at that time, the op-
position Members of
Parblament would have re-
turned to the Parliament and
enacted new laws Lo separatg

the Jwdiciary from the
Executive, to further
strengthen the Election

Conunission. to convert the

clevironice

media. i.e.
Bauvladesh Radio and
Television into autonomous

bodies like the BBC and to
adopl a code lor politics in
Bangladesh. Last, but not the
least. the present Parliament
and the Government could
complete a tull 5-year term.
This indeed could have been
the beginning of a true
democratic culture in
Bangladesh. But unfortu-
nately, very little attention
was paid (o my proposal
when it was published. In fact
it gol lost a the hun-
drecls published on this sub-
jeet w1t the same time.

Moreover. who would pay any
attention to an article on pol-
ities and constitutional mat-
ters which is not written by a
political pundit or a legal ex-
pert?

Fitallv. | would say "better
Lite than never” and wish
Barrister Ishtiag success in
his 1nissien I under-
stand (hat his has now
become more difficult due to
the presence of so many va-
cant seals in the Parllament
compared to the number re-
(quired to form a caretaker
WV TIERENL.

Dr Ewgyr Abdul Matin
Bara Maghbazar. Dhalon

should do is to collect sam-

ples of products on a random
basis and put them to test.
But the office of the BSTI
stands a witness that with its
present staff . it can
hardly perform such a de-

manding duty. Then there is
no other alternative to this.

Not only will this office have
district branches but also will
strive to carry on tests on ev-
ery food item in the market,
— maintaining a high stan-

dard of reputation withoul
giving the slightest scope for
suspicion about its integrity.
Any manufacturer failing Lo

l:xcmplary punishment which

| r ﬁﬁnt against
Wt cannot forget that by

Art
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House for Hent

the Danielses are. Helen and Everett Daniels are

THE Clintons aren’'t coming to Martha's Vineyard. but

good [riends of mine from Washington.

Everett called me in the

spring to say that he wanted to

renti a large house on the Vineyard.

‘How large?" | asked.

"large enough to accommodate everyone in the family
— our five kids and their guests who all say that they are

(dving 1o come.”

| called an agent, and she found a lovely seven-bedroom

place overlooking the ocean,

which cost 85,000 a month.

The price didn’'t bother Everetl because, as he said, "You
uily go around Cape Cod once.”

As soon as he signed the lease, Polly, the Danielses 16-
year-old announced that she was going to a dude ranch in
Coluorado tg be with her best friend. Steve, their 18-year-
vld. told his parents that he was going camping in Canada
for the summer and not to count on him visiting the
Vineyard for more than two days.

Lucy. who had a boyfriend named Terry, said. "Terry
and | don't want to be around the family that much. We're
going on vacation in Ocean City where nobody will give us a
hard time because we want to stay in the same room."

Everett saw the number of occu

pants of the Vineyard

House dwindling fast. At dinner that evening he said, "I'm
spending a lot of money on this place, and now only

Cameron and Lila are mmlng
T'ni not coming Dad.” Cameron announced.

"] got a job

running errands for a law firm, and it's a great opportunity
lor the time when | finish college.”

'So now the only person left is Lila."
'l want to go to camp.’

declared,

sighed Helen. Lila

“You told us that you didn't want to go to camp,” Everett

yelled.’

“That was before | heard about Martha's Vineyard.”

"Maybe we can get our money back.”

Helen said.

Everett was determined. "I'm going no matter what the
rest of the family is planning. You and | will have a good
time, Helen, and we’ll finally get some peace and quiet.”

Helen looked at him nervously.

"What is it? Say whatever's on your mind,” said Everett

‘I was just wondering — if none of the Children is com
ing. maybe it would be a good time to visit my mother in

Seranton.’

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and
UNB.




