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Aamiss.
.quicker we do something |
~+has warned us about, the better we will be.

Harsh Wor;l_s from a
Softspoken

Japanese are by nature reticent and soft-
spoken to a fault. It is very seldom, if ever, they
speak either in terms of warning or threat. But
when they do, whoever it is being addressed
to, better listen. The Japanese envoy to our
country, Shigeo Takenaka, while addressing
the JICA Alumni Association on Thursday war-
ned that future Japanese assistance to
ladesh may become uncertain. Why? Because of
massive mismanagement in project implemen-
tation. He was ndt merely giving his personal
opinion, but was conv ent
of the Japanese electorate, which will no doubt
influence the actions of policy makers.

What the Japanese envoy was referring to
had to do with our failure to make proper and
timely use of aid which friendly countries offer
to us. The word "mismanagement”, in diploma-
tic parlance, could also mean corruption. Has
our project implementation process ome SO
corrupt that donors are, threatening to with-
draw? .

In a world where demand for aid is on a
steep climb and the assistance kitty is shrink-
ing, why should we be creating a situation that
is jeopardising our chances of getting a share
of that scarce commodity? Complaints against
our cumbersome and time-consuming bureau-
cratic procedures are not new. This is one of
the first things that this government promised
to streamline. To hear the Japanese envoy talk
about a thing that we promised to fix up years

, is totally unacceptable. The 'one-step im-
;ﬁmenmtiun procedure’ that the LGED chief
engineer suggested is the obvious answer. But
how long are we going to take to implement
something which is so very obvious and so

to our own interest?

Do not take the Japanese envoy's words
What he said is the truth, and the
about the things he

Danger Signadl No. 8

The government does not miss a chance to

“pat itself on the back for increasing the budget

allocation for education radically to a level
above all other sectors'.”"No one should grudge

'%If]numely complimenting the government for

s although the wary ones would at once want

.to know if the nation was getting back its
. .money's worth. |

There is a feeling shared univeraallg by our
. citizens that, in spite of the big spen inﬁ, the
standard of education was falling fast and un-

. remittingly. Some reasons for this are also
-~ common knowledge: a big chunk virtually goes

into non-education from which the society can
ct no return by way of increased scientific

.dnd technological capability and capacity for
_knowledge. Another chunk goes to constru-
- cting
. biggest part goes to salaries — mainly for teach-
wiers whose performance is at best substandard.

me-1 The Education Secretary
something that beats all this. Making
~the government's unceasing
#oning of education and cultivation of science,

things and maintaining them. Then the

has come up with
a farce of
talk — champi-

s last year only 7,800 appeared from all science

: groups for the

ee exams. This was ont of a
1.83 lakh total. And again of these 7.8 thou-
sand, less than 10 per cent had mathematics. If

. this is the yearly output of scientific manpower

~of a 110-million nation, placed so very critically

in a_devegllp or die situation, the whole of our
J

- ‘educational juggernaut should be thrown to the-
.~ Padma. What are we spending hundreds of bil-
‘. lions for? |

_capability

" Orangi neighbourhoo

_ themselves to be outsiders? Re

Without substantial scientific and technical
ca no nation will survive the challenges
of the new millennium. And without a sound
mathematical base, no science education will
be able to pull the nation-out of morass of back-
wardness. Now the question is who is respon-
sible for such a situation? The billions govern-
ment has been spending on education are in
fact acting as.no more than doles given without
the thought of any return or benelit to the na-
tion. : s

aduates shunning mathematics. In meteoro-
ogical terms, this could be signal number
eight to be hoisted at all universities and min-
istry headquarters. ‘

Karachi Continues to Bleed

‘The reprisal killing of 26 people in the

port city is a most reprehensible act. In re -
tion for the police killing
MQM, party activists went on a murderous
rampage. We condemn this killing of the inno-
cent people, and hope that
returns soon to Karachi. But
our condemnation for this dastardly act, we
must hasten to add that both the Federal and
the Provincial governments seem to be acting
more out of an "us” versus "them" mentality, ra-
ther than one of Lﬁqrﬁ to work out a peaceful
solution with the MQM. We think that instead
of looking at it as a political problem, the
Pakistani Prime Minister is seeing it as a per-
sonal challenge. So the problem appears to
have turned into a personality clash. As we
know in politics, whenever a Ejrﬂblcm is per-
‘sonalised, the actors lose flexibility and maneu-
verability. __ - |

Pakistani people and leaders will have to face
the fact that the MQM members are Pakistani

citizens who are clamouring for their share of |

justice and fairplay. We condemn the means
‘the MQM has adopted to realise their de-
mands. But the question must be asked as to
why these ant Muslims feel the necessity
to call themselves "Muhajirs” 45 years after the
birth of Pakistan? The very justification for the

birth of Pakistan was to provide homeland for:

the Muslims of India. So why
g&uple, havin
omes more

| should these
migrated from their o al

our decades ago, stil
ess of the
justification of their demands, the very fact of
the existence of a movement on ethnic lines,

as MQM is, raises serious questions about how |

successful Pakistan has been in keeping to the

prm of its birth. .
T Pakistan's leaders use :
cannon fodder to play their ego-games, Karachi

‘bleeds and innocent people die. We pray that

sanity returns to those who are causing this
harm to Pakistan.
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of Pakistan's biggest | s

of Farooq Dada of |

ace and sani
aving expreschy -

feel

human lives as

HILE bad news usua-

of good news oflen
lends to console us amidst a
realm of despair. It is repo-
rtedd that Bangladesh Bank

Bl m its rare attempts to

| ighteri ropes on bank loan
| defaulters,

instructed all
privaie banks to recoup the
oulstanding lvans lving with
their respective direclors. |t
has been brought to the no-
tice of the BB that defaulting
loans ol
privafe banks have been
bulging over time and a
failure to take Limely action
might cause Lthe hitherto
fragile financial sector to
faint. Available statistics point

with respect to credit in
privale banks while directors
of the banks themselves are
allegedly involved in unlawful

Loeredit business. However, in

response lo the BB instruc-
tions. three directors of the
Arab-Bangladesh Bank are
reported to have already
tendered their resignations,
some more are in the offing
and about twenty-five direc-
tors of different private banks
are reported to likely face
the liring squad. It may be
mentioned here that. of late,
there have been some
revisions incorporated in the
Banking Company Act (the
revision awaits approval from
parliament) in which it is
stipulated that defaulting di-
rectors would be forced to

if they fail to return the bank
money on time: the outstand-
ing loans would be recouped

N spite of various am-
I endménts made in the
Constilution. Article
118(4) remains intact, since
its enforcement in 1972,
which reads as follows: "The
Election Commission shall be
independent in the exercise
of iis functions and subject
only to this Constitution and
anv other law.” y

Election Commission has
ample powers. which, if el-
fectively used, without fear
and favour, can greatly con-
tribute to ensure a free and
latr election. O course, ev-
ervthing do not depend on
Election Commission alone
for the simple reason that
-election is a political process,
not merely an: administrative

| one. The new Chief Eleetion

I£nmmlusiﬂner has emphati-

cording to law and assured
‘his "neutrality to all con-
derned. whoé have submitted
memoranda to him on elec-
toral ‘matters.
. The current activities at
the Election Commission. as
reported in the press., cor-
roborate his good intentions.
It is now the collective re-
sponsibility of all political
parties. particularly the
party-in-power and main-
siream oppesition, to coop-
eraie with the Election
Commission, to create a con-
genial atmosphere for the
election to the 6th parlia-
ment. We expect the Ministry
of Law to remain alert, to
move swiftly to enact laws
conducive to democratic val-
ues and stop malpractices in
election whatsoever.
Continuously eight ses-
sions of the 5th Parllament.

There is a signal in 90 per cent of science |from end of I3th to 20th,

‘have been held, without op-
‘position” members in the
House. From voters' point of
view, we have been earnestly

| waiting 1o see an end to the

prolonged - political stale-

matce.
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. Sir; 1 mnjralulatt; you and
The Daily Star for organising

streets pf Dhaka” under your
campaign "Save Dhaka" and
thank you very much for
inviting me as a speaker in
the first session of the dis-
cussion..] have gone through
the report on the discussion
‘in The Daily Star of August
1,1995. The coverage ol Lhe
discussion has been very ex-
tensive and | feel that your
efforts will go a long way to

city a better place to live in.
However, 1 would like to
' point out that while render-
ing my speech more or less
' correctly, the reference to

3 . 1 mentioned cate-
gorically that this World Bank
project had been submitted
recently to the Government

{ by the World Bank as a con-

| take this opportunity ity to
mention that BRTA is always
ready to be actively involved

lly gripe us all, spark

the directors of

o a worsening of situations

" vacate their seats as directors

from the share they hold
with the bank and if that fails

It Is correctly said that

cally said to apply powers ac-

NGO,

an "Open discussion on .

the 50 million dollar DITS -
| Project has not been properly

If the policy makers like to move with a deterministic attitude to wipe out loan defaults, there is

no reason as to why we would witness a failure. In this connection, we would like to

argue that

bank defaulters should be barred from participating in national elections and necessary laws
- should be enacted in this regard.

to feteh the total Jloan
AMOUNL. necessary arrange-
ments would follow. under
the existing rules of the
country. to chase the default-
ers. -

Complaints about private
commercial banks in
Bangladesh are not new ei-
ther. It has long been alleged
Lhat many ol the banks derive
their blood from the wreck-
ages of Lhe nationalised
comunercial banks (NCBs) in
Bangladesh. In other words,
many of the large defaulters
of NCBs are now observed to
be directors and sharehold-
ers of newly established pri-
vale banks. Al once they are

in the cockpit of the banks,
so runs the allegation. they
tend to use their influence to
direct depositors’ money to
their favour and thus showing
no respect to the banking
laws of the country. As a re-
sult, private banks fail to cap-
ture an edge over WCBs. If
this trend tends to continue,
needless to mentiomr perhaps.
the consequences could be
fatal as far as our financial
sector is concerned.

We, therefore. would like
lo record our appreciations
for the BB for its move, be-
lated although. to mop up the
cutstanding loans due to be
paid by the directors but ac-
cruing to the public. In an
earlier note in this column,
we deliberated on the impor-
tance of elevating the moni-

parliament. in any way
deened fit. by the Leader of
the House and Leader of the

LOpposition. But to no effect

and the nation has lost al-
most an year and a hall in a
suflocating situation, rampant
corruption and sluggish In-
vestment. It is
Bangladesh is lagging far be-
hind its neighbouring coun-
tries Iin the field of direct
[oreign investment. During
1994, the total direct foreign
investment in Bangladesh
was only 17 million dollars;
whereas for the said year it
was 1700 million dollar in
Vietnam and 1500 million
dollar in Cambodia. We have
mentioned these two coun-
tries, whose low per capita
income .is comparable to
ours, if 235 dollar as stated
in the Govt '‘Economic
Reviews 1995' is taken into
account. Otherwise, the po-
sition will be worse if the per

‘capita income of Bangladesh

is taken to be 117 dollar or
less, as estimated by some
responsible quarters. [t is
needless to mention
Indonesia, Thailand and
Malaysia where inflows of FDI
were 4000 miHion dollar,
2100 million dollar and 3500

reported that -

toring and capac-
ity of the BB. t the
world, the central banks usu-
ally enjoy status of whipping
scheduled banks on a regular
basis ito follow financial
norms as enshrined in
Banking and Company Rules.
But to materialize those wills,
a central bank is generally
entrusted with relatively
more autonomy in policy
formulations and implemen-

port that heavy prmurrl are
being thrown to postpone the

digging also concernms and
scares us. [t is known o us
that loan defaulters. by hook
or by crook, assumne top seats
in the society and any at-
tempt to subvert their inter-
esis (no matter what it does

Mor the nation). quite obvi-

ously. might arouse strong
resistance. In this connec-
tion. it may be mentioned

—

Beneath the Surface

by Abdul Bayes

tations. The central bank is
not just like a housewife who
would only advise the hus-
band (the government in this
case) leaving the decision to
the husband alone. We,
therefore, reiterate our ear-
lier stand in making the BB
more equipped with techni-
cal manpower, granting it
more autonomy than at the
moment prevailing and in-
jecting more resources to-
wards that end. [t can, possi-
bly, be argued that BB could
gear up its activities of
whipping scheduled banks
more closely in future if nec-
essary arrangemenis are
made.

At the same time, the re-

here that few mamths after
slepping into power, the
present regime seemingly
vowed Lo initiate a crack-
down on bank loan defaulters.
For whatever reasons. how
ever, the government
stopped going further We do
not know yet how far can BB
or any other agency of the
government can proceed fur-
ther with loan defaulting di-
rectors and the associated
syndromes in the banking
sector.

[t is. at the end of the day.
the political will that would
matter most in this tough
journey. If the policy makers
like to move with a
deterministic attitude to

by Muhammad Quamrul Islam

as such, failed to reach a set-
tlement. Other NGOs work-
ing i1y the Human Rights sec-
tor also made efforts on their
own, on the issue of care
taker government, to ensure
a [ree and fair election. But
the political parties did not
ay heed to it. There are
seemingly valid reasons for

that. Although NGOs are sup-
posed to be voluntary and
non-political, the office-bear-
ers mostly have connections
with politics and governi-
ment, overtly or covertly. So.
they can not generate confi-
dence among the ‘competing
political parties about their
neutrality’.

observers, more than that
provided during 91 eiection.
Any .extra effort will be dupli-
cation and may lead to un-
necessary confusion and
controversies. We will re-
quest FEMA to ensure that
they do not run parallel with
the Election Commission.
which is a constitutional

y. Rather, they will aid
he electoral process under
the guidance and control of
the Election Commission.
May we suggest that they
change the name of their al-
liance to Electoral Education

" and Training Alllance. so

that there is no misconcep-
tion and misunderstanding at

It is the constitutional responsibility of Election
Commission to direct, control and monitor the
elections; to make it free and fair. No body else can

encroach upon it.

Meanwhile, Fair Electio
Monitoring Alliance (FEMA),
a consortium of few NGOs,
declared their programme
formally on 24th July. It was
stated before that this initia-
tive was for observing cviec-
tion. FEMA took a plan 1o ap-
point 30 thousand workers Lo

million dollar respectively, @ observe the next election.

not to speak of China. We
wonder if such dismal statis-
tics-at all worry our policy
makers, political leaders, lo-
cal consultants and intelli-
gentsial :

To recall. Coordinating
Council for Human Rights in
Bangladesh (CCHRB), an
took an initiative to
break the deadlock in
Parliament through dialogue
and declared a negotiating
teamn for that purpose. But

. the members of the negotiat-

ing team expressed their in-
ability to maove the matter, in
one way or the other! Earlier,
the Commonwealth formula,
though acceptable to the BNP
Government, was not accept-
able to the opposition, and.
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th‘l:ltrafﬂc and the transport
sectors of the country. b

Md Ismail Husain
Chairman. BRTA

' Barrister Ishtiaq's

formula

Sir. Barrister Ishtiaq's
formula for a caretaker gov-
ernment under the present
Constitution appears un-

democratic as according to -

the lormula the political par-
ties shall decide on who
should be the members of
the parliament. In a democ-
racy, it is the people who
must exercise their right to
elect members to the parlia-

ment and not the political
parties. Indeed, this is no
way to stop independent
candidates to contest seats in
those selected constituen-
cies. Neither the political
parties nor the Election
Commission has the right to
stop people contesting for
the seats of the parliament.

I am sure, Barrister
Ishtiaq has advanced this
formula with all sincerity in
order to get over the present:
political crisis, but his pro-
posal has apparently not fully
taken into account people's
democratic rights. If the po-
litical parties agree on the
principle of a non-partisan
caretakeér government, it

~would be simpler if they

agree on the persons who
would form the caretaker

with the fund of a USA-based
NGO, NDI. It is learnt that
the Director of UN Election
Assistance Division did not
recommend their request.
Instead, he advised FEMA to
change their plan and assist
to train the electoral work-
ers of the political parties. It
is undoubtedly a good piece
of advice from the Director.
which, we are afraid, FEMA
can hardly materialize. From
1993, concerned NGOs have
arranged a lot of semi-
nars/talks pertaining to elec-
tion matters with no tangible
result so far. In 1991 elec-
tion to the 5th parliament,
there was no FEMA. Election
was free and fair. widely ac-
claimed. We don't require

ANy stage,
It is the constitutional re-
sponsibility of Eleetion

Commission to direct. con-
trol and monitor the elec-
tions; to make it free and fair.
No body else can encroach
upon it. In our countty,
where two-thirds of voters
are illiterate, NGOs can
launch civie education cam-
paign and also train the
workers of the political par-
ties. That is a priority task,
which the Election
Commission cannot perform
singlehandedly, in view of
time constraint and heavy
electoral workload at
Headquarters, with District
Election Officers and Thana
Election Officers.

~ NGO leadership is well
aware ol Lhe prevailing dis-
enchantment of people with
political parties. People and
analysts are totally fed up
with the activities of the po-
litical leaders, so much so
that one elderly analyst has
suggested sarcastically that

—
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government to hold the elec-
tion in an impartial and to-
l.illy democratic manner
These persons need not be
the members of the parlia-
ment. Indeed, some or may
be all of such nominated
members would never like to
go for such election. It would
be advisable to incorporate
such prevision in the
Constitution, if necessary,
after the general election for
accommodating the present
needs than to resort to such
an election.

The formula also suggests
tinkering with the election
process in a way that as per
formula the parliament is
supposed to be convened
immediately after candidates
for those ten seats are
elected uncontested and
consequently election to
other seats are abandoned.
This process may look like
interfering with the work of

. the Election Commission.

Thus the whole formula, if |
have understood it correctly,
may undermine the work of
the Election Commission and
indeed, go against the normal
democratic practices.

Muslehuddin Ahmad
Gulshan, Dhaka "
The writer earlier wrote two
articles on the "Caretaker
Government” issue.

Wimbledon : An

Sir, Please allow me 1o
congratulate The Daily Star

for setiing new lrends in
English language journalism
in this country. 1 would also
like to compliment your dis-
tinguished staff members for

" their efforts to improve the

standard of the paper.

From its very inception I
am a regular subscriber of
The Daily Star and I am very
much Interested in your
sports pages, which 1 believe
are the best in Dhaka. The
Daily Star deserves special
thanks for covering the
Wimbledon as it did this year.
| am sure, like me, many of
the readers of The Daily Star
have thoroughly enjoved the
‘social reports sent by the
renowned sports journalist
and commentator Mr Tawfiq
Aziz Khan from Wimbledon. It
is interesting to note that he

has also en photographs
which are being published

along with his reports.

As far as | remember. no

* newspaper of our country had

sent special corresporfdents
before like The Daily Star to
cover the Wimbledon Tennis
Championships. In that re-
spect. The Daily Star has set
an example and Mr Khan can
claim to have the honour to
be the first reporter to have
done sa.

| hope The Daily Star will
continue to Innovate and
serve its readérs better.

M N Alam
123/ 1 Bara Maghbazar Dhaka

wipe out loan defaults there
is NO reason as to why we
would withess a failure. In
this connection. we would
like to argue that bank
defauiters should be barred
from participating in national
elections and necessary laws
should be enacted in this
regard. We are informed that
loan defaulters are not
eligible to partiripate in local
level elections If that is so,
why not the same principle
be applied in the case of
parliamentary elections? This
would obwiously need a
consensus from both the gov
ernment and the opposition
side. We hope thal our
learned politicians, who
claim themselves as patriots
and friends of the people,
would agree to disagree on
the eligibility of loan default-
ers for their participation in
general elections. That
wotild. possibly. free our poli-
tics to some extent, from the
bondage of black money and
armas chase.

The private sector lobby
might construe the BB steps.
or for that matter any step. to
streamline banking sector. as
stabbing on the private sec
tor-led growth. From Adam
Smith's time down to the
present imoment. a strong le-
gal frame-work, a rule of law
that ensures property rights.
has been considered the
foundation of a capitalist

political parties should issue
shares in the stoek exchange,
as politics has turned into
‘businessmen s activity
Millionaires, industrialists
and black money holders are
already in the arena of poli-
tics and are vying to please
the leaders to get party
nomination for the next
ejpction. It may be recalled
that after the last election to
the 5th parliament, it was

revealed that a sizable
number of MPs are
millionaires and industri-

alists, having no background
in politics. But, that faet
could not stir the mind of the
leaders to rectify the un-
wanted situation and make
room for the genuine politi-
cians to participate in ti-
cal activities and ek '

seats in the next 1

Those days are gone when
politics meant sacrifice and
dedication, to change the lot
of the people and uplift the
country. But negation of age-
old nition of politics., and
commercialisation of it,,is
continuously pushing our
country backwards perhaps
at the behest of unscrupulous

. dew = 1 cuimparison with our

nvichibouring countries in
Soulh East Asia. not to spea
ol Europe or America. '-

_ACOHOMmIs!

. The Baily $tr | Financial Sector: Bunking with Bank Money
W

growth. To ensure that the
private sector of Bangladesh
grows robust. a close moni-
toring and supervision of pri-
vate sector developmem

especially. of the private
banks should constitute an
inpertant ageinda so much so
that privale sector develop-
ment does nol turn out per-
VeTse.

There are few main rea-
sons for which the nation
should wage a war against
loan defaulters. First. the
‘eulture’ of default had al-
ready infected the financial
body of the econogmy and
thus tends to induce no ac-
countability. This is a clear
sign of financial sickness of
an economy. Second, the loan
defaulters have already been
entering into politics where
politics is now almost pur-
chased and not won. In both
the position and opposition
camps, earnesi political
workers are now forced Lo
vield place (o the newly
emerging black money hold-
ers and loan defauilters. To
arrest politics from such
wrecks, a complete indigna-
tion and hatred to such
‘moneyed” peoliticlans are
needed. Third, the loan de-
faulters seem to demonstrate
a consumption pattern that
tends to afflict a sizeable
portion of the society. The
‘free lunch’ is being used for
unproductive purpeses. And
lastly, loan defaulters should
be taken to task just to estab-
lish the nation that deposi-
tors and taxpayers money is
well protected under the law
of the land. Bunking with
bank money should immedi-
ately stop.

For an Interference-free Independent Election Commission

To obviate the abwove fm-
peisse  The NGOs can use
- then skill and  experiise to -

ilovise sodlething eflective 1o
imwotivale the politicians and

workers: assist the Govl
electoral oflicers and liaise
with the Election Commi-
sston. (hver here, law may be
enacted  providing for
redistration ol political par-
(1es wilth the Chief Election
Conmnissunrer., a constitu-

tioriil  person. and not the
Guvernient. Such prece-
dence 1= available in other
countries. hir that case. the
C'hiel Election Commissioner
wortild he able to apply Article
152 ol the Constitution as to
Lhe interpretation of
political pariy: seek regis-
terec politwal party's com-
mitmery 1o free and fajr elec-
iy take such weasures as
to revive our political her-.
itagé of cleanliness and
drowtly. The Political Parties
Reculation. 1976, and
anienchinents tidereto, should
b repeated lorthwith, and a
[resh Electoral Law enacted
mnnediately. Can we expect

response in Lhis regard from
those who matter in the in-
teresi ol our poverty rtidden

countrv. aspiring lor growth
and democracy!

The writer s an
and  Advocale,
Beonwglaelosh Soprenie Court.
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Come Fly wit

|

am not one of those taxpayers who is constantly asking
it I'm getting the biggest bang for my buck. A perfect
example of my "who cares what my military hardware

cosls” attitude concerns a story | read in the New York

Tirmes by Tinn Weiner.

in his article he wrote about a new report that revealed
ihie $2.2 billion B-2 bomber, pride of the US Air Force, is
equipped with radar that cannot distinguish between a

cain cloud and a mountain.

Although it has failed many of its tests, 20 of the planes
e being buill at a cost of $44 billion.
Like every piece of military equipment there are other

sides to the story.

" | spoke to Victor Altehek, on contract to the Air Force

as a biased consultant.

"It doesn't matter il the B-2's eguipment works or not
— as long as everyone slays inside the budget.”

Viclor held up a model that looked like a bat. "Despite
what the critics say, let me give you the plus side : This
plane can fly faster and higher than any bomber in the

world
‘What s the minus?’

It can't fly low because the electronic equipment
doesn't work when the plane hugs the ground.”
“Can it be fixed?” |1 asked Victor.

"We're

working on it. There's talk of building another

plane that would fly above the B-2 and tell the bomber its
exacl location. This second plane would be plugged in to a
third AWAC aircraft that could direct traffic from 60,000
feet. taking its orders from a control center in Jackson
Hole, Wyo.”

"It sounds complicated,” | said. "If it doesn't do what it's
supposed to do, why doesn't the Pentagon just call a halt to
the program?” .

"Nobody knows how to do lital) that [unital). The people
behind the B-2 argue that, although it really is a lemon, it
would cost more to cancel the planes than to build them.”

‘What is the bomber's manufacturer doing to corract

* the problems?”

“The company has launched a million-dollar advertising
campaign to warn the American public that it ¢an't live
withoult this plane. The TV ads are so good that people
keep calling in wanting to know where they can buy one.”

| said. "Politicians who are against welfare prefer to
eliminate the system on the grounds that it no longer
works. Why don't they want to do the same with the B-27

"Because this country can afford to finance a bomber
that doesn't work, but a welfare program has to be per-
feat,

By arrangemend with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and
LINB



