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10.000 boys. girlsy
1.1

N VMaguta o
not get admission
in pry schools

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH. Aug 2. . More
than ten thousand bovs and
girls in four thanas ol Magura
district have been deprived
of primary education, it is
learnt.

According to a survey
conducted by Magura district
education department, the

number of boys and girls aged

between 6 and 10 years in
four thanas, Magura sadar,
Sripur, Salikha and
Mohiammadpur in the district
is 1.41231. Out of the total
1,31.000 students got admis-
sion to different primary
schools of the district so far.
Boys and girls aged 5 years
and above are only eligible for
admission in the primary
.schools, sourees said.

It was also learnt from the
sources that a large number
of boys and girls aged below 5
vears can not go to schools
thue Lo lack of provision of the
primary schools. These hoys
or girls were not included in
the survey of the distriet ed-
ucation department as school
going students. _ .
: Sources said. the number

of primary schools in the
district are very few. There
are only 267 government
primary schools and 166
non-government registered
primary schools
thanas of the district.

Besides, more than 100
non-goverpment primary
schools have not been regis-
tered so far. Most of the non-
government primary schools
are facing manifold problems
due to lack of facilities, it was
learnt.

According to sources. only
14.282 stuydents of nine
unions were brought under
the Food for Education Pro-
gramme this year. Sources
also said that the atlendance
in these primary schools is
not satisfactory. But atten-
dance is increasing gradually.
Severe poverty, negligence of
illiterate guardians, child-
labour are mainly liable for
poor attendances. it was
gathered.

New executives
of Rajshahi
Bar Assoc

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Aug 2: Alhaj
Mujibur Rahman Talukder
and Syed Ekramur Rasul
were elecied the president
and the general secretary re-
spectively in the elections of
Rajshahi Bar Association
Executive Body. :

The elections was held on
Thursday last but the result
was announced on Saturday.

Alhaj Mujibur Rahman got
272 votes and Sved Ekramur
Rasul 261 votes. A total of
two panels — BNP, Jamaat
and Jatia Party backed
Talukdar-Rasul Parishad,
Awami League and left parties
backed Jillur-Mansoor Pari-
shad and a independent
incomplete panels took part
in the cortest.

Husband allegedly
kills wife
From Qur Correspondent

JHENIDAH. Aug 2: Maleka
Khatun, 32. a house wife of
village Dudsar in Sailkupa
thana of the district was al-
legedly killed by her husband
Thursday. it is learnt.

According (o police
sources. Maleka might have
been killed after torturing
and later pesticide was
épread over her mouth, it is
apprehended.

in four |

—

An UP case was lodged
with ySailkupa thana in this
connection and the body was
sent to morgue for post
moriem.
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SIRAJGANJ, Aug 2: The
recent devastating [loods
1ave incurred heavy loss of
property and valuables
amounting to Taka more than
71 crore in Sirajganj district
Alone,

According to the estimate
ol district adminjistration, it
is Jearnt that 1900 villages
aul of 2350 of all the 79
unjons in nine thana areas
were aftected by floods. More
than 16 lakh people of three
lakh families were flood al-
fected and other 40,000 [am-
ilies were rendered homeless
due to erosion of the mighty
Jamuna. Four seventy-nine
educational institutions and
20.000 houses were dam-
aved. Besides 798 kilome-
tres ol reads were totally and
1174 kilometres partly dam-
aved. A total of 47 kilometre

the
embankment and 246
bridees and. culverits col
lapsed  during floods.

Sstanding crops on 2,53.951
acres ol land also went under
flood water. Official report
savs that 768 cattleheads.
1803 poats. 35.525 poultry
hirds and 1.45. 775 trees
died of inundation. The dis-
trict adniinisiration has con-
firmed 12 deaths till July 23
but unolficial death toll rises
to 45 in Sirajganj district
caused by drowning, electro-
cution and snake biting.
During floods, the water
level of Jamuna rose one me-
tre above the danger mark.
Road communication on
Sirajganj-Kazipur and
Sirajganj- Kamarkhanda-
Belkuchi-Enayetpur routes
was disrupted as about 200
fect area ol road at Salnavita

town was badly affected by the recent flood.

e e R

.....

.............

— Star photo

in Kazipur and 300 feel area
atl Banbaria ynder sadar thana
were washed away and’ are
vel to be restored. Besides.
lfood control embankment at
Khudbandi. Banglabazar,
Raotlara.
Meghulla and Makra were
eroded causing easy access of
flood water in the western
part of Brahmaputra f{lood
control embankment. 5till
about three lakh people re-

- main marooned as stagnant

food water can not flow out.
As observed dn July 24, erst-
while Belkuchi court com-
mex compound. Shahzadpur
Sreefaltala sub-health centre
and Omarpur Undon Parishad
utlice are under knee-dee

Mood water. Boafs are-still
plving at Subarnasara on
Chala-Jamtoil road, About one
lakh people living in remote

National
Recent floods in Sirajganj
- damage property worth Tk 71cr

Hossainpur. .

charlands of Kazipur,
Belkuchi, Sirajganj sadar and
Chowhali thanas are passing
their days without food as re-
lief materials can hardly be
supplied to them due to
heavy current and waves of
Jamuna.

The Ministry of Disaster
Management and Reliefl has
so far sanctioned Taka seven
lakh in cash, 730 metric tons
of wheat, 350 metric tons of
rice, 3500 pieces of sarees,
1493 pieces of lungis, 700
tins of biscuit and a number
of old clothes, sandals and
jerrycans for the flood af-’
fected people. State Minister
of Establishment Barrister
Aminul Islam supervised re-

liel operation for about a

week and Shohidullah Khan,
MP. is coordinating relief op-
erations round-the-clock.
Besides, Bangladesh Awami
League, Red Crescent Society
and other organisations have
also intensified relief opera-
tion in the district.

Four Sirajganj-based Non-
Government (voluntary)
Organisations (NGOs) includ-
ing Sirajganj Uttaran Mohila
Sangstha (SUMS), NDP, PRS
and ORKIS have started a co-
ordinated relief operation in
Sirajganj sadar, Belkychi and
Kazipur thanas with the help
of ADAB and CARITAS. When
contacted, a source at SUMS
told The Daily Star that 10
kgs rice, one kg salt, one kg
pulse and three kgs of potato
have been distributed to each
of 2,500 families selected
under project areas from July
23. Besides, ADAB and
CARITAS have taken up a 3-
vear rehabilitation pro-
gramme in the flood affected
areas of selected villages in
Sirajganj.

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY: The Vice-Chancellor of Rajshahi University Prof Eusuff Ali addressing (C) the teachers

g

of RU atter July 22 inecident in which several students were injured in a clash between two political student wings,
JOD and 1CS. The VO also addressed the officers of the university (L) following the incident briefing them about the
latest situation in the campus.
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No relief sanctioned for
erosion, flood victims yet

KUSHTIA. Aug 2 : Woes ol
flood hil people of Kushtia
particularly 'in three thanas

NJiave mounted as no relief

measures has yet been taken

The affected areas are
now threatened with erosion
and the people have been
alerted L0 go lor safer places
i= trosion with remendous
may devour their
homestead at any moment.
The plices are. [our unions ol
Daulatpur thana. 2 unions of
Bheramara Talbaria undon of
Mirpur thana and
Jagannathpur wunion of
Kumarkhali thana. Besides.
more residential butldings ol
Kumarkhalh pourashava area
and some part of Javanabad
village are on the verge of
collapse due o ergsion

The people of the area
have been sulfering for want
ol drnking water. sufficient
foodgrains, adeguate
medicine for combating wa-
ier horne diseases and
s arcity of house bullding ma-
terials lor reconsiruction of
houses damaged by Mood .
Lo @ 5T 6N

The reliel maierials and

[ 1avac

From Our Correspondent

cash erant lor 1Bose umloriu-
nate people have not yet been
declared by the government.
The district administration
has not yet Ltaken any mea-
sure 1o mitigate their suffer-
ings. it was alleged.

A group of journalists
from Kushia visited the af-
fected places @h Friday and
lalked Lo theVhemeless peo-
ple who have taken shelter in
Fhilipnagar High School
premises and on the Raila-
Bhurka embankment. They
narrated their batile against
the fury ol flood and subse-
quent erosion thag have de
voured their hearts and
homes and vasi tract to cul
tivable land.

They said that the main
river Ganges was [lowing
eight miles from the present
course in 1972 and as a pre-
caulionary measure 12 mile
long Raila-Mohiskundi flood
protection embanlment was
mm:uurlnd:: 1972. Bul this
vear the efhbankment has
been devoured by the fury of
erosion.

it may be mentioned that
mosi ol the pépple in the

Nood hit areas have become
jubless and became depen-
dent on ‘reliel materials.
Hundreds of cattleheads have
died due to serious scarcity
of fodder in the affected ar-
eas as well.

Cholera, diarrhoea. and
dysentery have broken out in
the flood hit areas in an epi-
demic form. Scarcity of
drinking water has been at-
tributed for outbreak of the
diseases. Government has
claimed that a number of
medical teams were working
in the flood hit areag and giv-
ing inoculation and vaccina-
tion to the people against the
diseases.,

Meanwhile prices of rice
and other essential have shot
up beyond the purchasing
capacity of the common
people. If adequate measures
were pot taken by the gov-
erninent immediately famine
like condition will prevail
and situation would go be-
yond control. Open market-
ing sale of rice by govern-
ment has not yet been
started in affected areas or

any where in Kushtia,

'l wanted to go to school but my parents’
did not support the idea

' BRAMMANBARIA. Aug 2«

Lack of proper enwironment
and mpotivation
severe poverty,
guardians show reluctance in

their children to

Sarail thana eof the district,
according to a recent survey.

Most of the - villagers of
Shahzadapur unipn are farm-

ers. They take their children
away from rhe schools and
engage them as farm labour-

ers during the peak time: of

harvesiing seasons. The par-
ents encourage their chil
dren o work in the fields

rather than sending them to

school.
On the other hand. some
children who are very poor
do not go wo schoal at all
They work in the fields, puil
rickshaws and wark in
garages and in hotels. They

also work as day labourers for
a nonunal wage. Though the
Lhe these children
does help

Income ol
are meagre. it

as well as
SOIME pPoor

their lamilies Parents feel it
is better for their [amilies to
send the children o work

instead of sending them to

schools. chiefly due t0 ex-
Lreme poverty.

Most of the inhabitants of
Shahzadapur village are very
pooy and illiterate. The peo-
ple are not awarngsof the im-
portance ol education. Ror
they have any ability to pur
sue {heir children's educa-
tio i

When coniacted. Tuni,
2. a maid servant, daughier
of a4 day labourer Hasin of
Shahzadapur village. told this
correspondent that her
parents and ithree brothers
are illiterate: MWer parents
never enconraged them to go
L0~ Pl illuf whe “Lried 1o
seek admission in a

brother. sTikKa is a day
labourer like two other and
her mother, Umbi, is a
house-maid.

Marufa Begum, a college
student, said that she has
been struggling Lo pursue
her education but her neigh-
bours are against her quest
and the illiterate persons

il of her, Her father
died of TB and her only
brether Moni Mia is a day
labourer. Marufa Begum
works im a Proshika-run
school in order to run their

while.”

Ha(?d‘ the children of podr

families of Ashugonj area too
have turned day labourers. A
poor boy told this correspon-
dent that to assist his poar
family he was forced to be-
come a rickshaw-puller. Y

Sheik Muhammad Nurui
Islam, a local elite, said that
due to f(requent natural
calamities from [I988 most
of the people of this village
are passing a very hard time.
The poor have te earn Lheir
bread one way or the other.
he said.

Sk Md Nurul tslam. a
member of the managing
committee of the Wesi
Shahzadapur Government
Primary School sald that they
have been trying to motivate
the people for educgtion. To
ensure education for all chil-
dren. Foed for Education
Programme (FFP) should be
intreduced here immedi-
ately. he said which may at
least provide support for the
hungry paents.

| 2 cops suspended

on charges of
rape, forgery

SAVAR, Aug 2: Two po-
lice constables of Savar thana
were suspended today on
separate charges ol rape and
forgery, reports UNB.

The suspended constables
are Hashmat All and Masud
Rana.

Hashmat Ali was sus-
pended for attempting to vio-
late Monwara Begum, 30, of
Dakkhinpara in Savar munic-
ipal area on July 23.

Hashmat, in a drunken
condition, reportedly went to
the house of Monwara Begum
at night and tried to molest
her. When Monwara raised
alarm for help, local people
rushed to the spot and
caught the constable from
her house.

Later, Hashmat was
handed over to the Savar po-
lice station.

Masud Rana was sus-
pended on charge of taking
bribe by showing a false war-
rant of arrest
Kohinoor Begum of Savar
municipal area on July 27.

2 women held
with pistols

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Aug 3 The BDR
personnel caught two women
while they were carrying two
pistols near Moglabazar bor-
der ol Doarabazar thana of
Sunamganj district on Thurs-
dav ghorning.

The BDR jawans of
Moglubazar BOP while were
patrolling in the border.
challenged a group of three
persons including (wo
women as they were entering
into the Bangladesh territory.
The gang tried to fee. The
BDR men chased them and
caught hold of the (wo
women while (he male
member managed to escape
leaving behind a pistol. Two
other pistols were also
recovered from the posse-
ssion of the women

On  interrogation, the
womern confessed that, they
were carrving the pistobs
with their male companion
Ashigue Miah {rom across the
borders.

They were identified as
Jobeda Khatoonr, 40, wife of
Shamsul Haque of village
Rekpara and Ful Meher
Khatoan, 35, wife of Abdul
Majid of village Bashtala both
uhder Doarabazar thana.

The BDR later handed
aver Lthem to the pelice,
alongwith the pistols. A case
had been started with
Doarabazar thana.

from one

‘materials among the flood victims in Companygan) thana recently.
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SYLHET : Leﬂdl-!;'ﬂ and workers of Greater Sylhet Ganadabi Parishad distributed relief
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From Natore district

Jute output target may
fall by 25 pc this year

From Our Correspondent

NATORE. July 2: The jute
production may lall short by
huge amount this year in
Baraigram thana due to un-
‘precedented drought fol-
lowed by sudden. devastating
Nuod at the beginming and at
the end of jutgbeason re-
spectively. it is apprehgnded.

According to Agriculture

Extension Department, about

1.700 hectares of land in 12

unions of Baraigram thana
were brought under jute cul-
tivation during this sgason. Of
them. 1.000 hectares of land
were largeted for tossa va-
riely and 700 hectares of
land for local variety of jute.
The production targel was
fixed at 16,650 bales of jute
including 10,350 bales of
tossa variety.

But the farmers have been

able to cultivate jute on about
1.275 heciares of land in-
cluding 875 hectares of land
lor tossa. It is 425 hectares

short ol the target. The pro-
ductionn will lall by 25 per
cent. it is expected.

Jute cultivation is also net
expected to attain the target
due to drought during the
sowing season. Generally jute
seells are sown within the
month ot April and the her-
vesting season in the period
from July to August.

During the sowing season.
lands were very dry and the
weather was unfavourable for
sowing jute-seeds. Farmers
had to wait and after a long
tiime, rain came in May. It

wuas too late for jute cultiva-
tion.

On the other hand. during
this current harvesting sea-
son. flood has gripped most
ol the thana areas inundating
huge jute crop fields.

In this situation. most of
the larmers of the region are
passing their days in despair.

Smuggling across Kushtla_

border intensifies
From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Aug 2 : Unau-
thorised trade or smuggling

ol indian goods across the -

border areas ol the district
has sharply increased
recently. according to officlal
and unotficial sources.

A large number of Indian
hullocks, printed sarees,
crockeries. batteries, electri-
cal goods. sugar, salt. bicycle,
ornamenis and other com-
modites are being smuggled
into the country almost ev-
eryday. through the border-
ing areas

Unemployed yvoung men,
bovs and girls who live near
the horder areas are allegedly
carrving oul this smuggling
bhusiness, acting as carrigrs of

the smuggled goods, say local

SOUITCES,

The activities ol smugglers
have bheen intensified tollow-
ing relaxation of checking
border-trade, it is observed.
It is learnt that influential in-
dusirialists of the area are
crigaged in this illegal trade,
including gold smuggling.
Reliable sources also dis
closed (hat jobs are offered
by these smugglers gnr such
business,

Sources said that inter-
cily trains are reportedly car-
rving sninggled goods. Local
shopowners said about 3000
maunds of sugar and salt
come every day from India.
At present Indian sugar and
salt are being sold in differ-
ent markets of border areas
al Taka 21 and 4 .50 per kg
respectively.

Daulatpur thana of Kushtia
district. Damurhuda thana of
Chuadanga district and sadar
thana of Meherpur district
are the safe routes’ of the
sittnieglers. it is alleged.

The local business com-
muniity alleged that law en-
lorcing agencies are in fact

‘helping the smuggles for

their activities. This is the
reason why border markets
have been flooded with
Indian goods.

At the same time, various
itenis are also being smug-
gled out from Bangladesh to
India. Gold, VCR. VCP. calecu-
lator, cassette, wrist watch,
are the items in demand on
the other side. said a number
ol businessmen.

Meanwhile. BDR jawans
have geared up their activi-
ties and seized 25 Indian
cows, 17 bhullaloes. 80 kg
whealt and 45 kg salt lrom
Mujibnagar border point last
Thursday. Value of the seized
goods has been estimated to
be about Taka three lakh.

3 jailed for
smuggling

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Aug 2: TIM
Nurunnabi Chowdhury, the
Session Judge of Jhenidah
awarded three persons Rl in
different terms for their al-
leged involvement in smug-

-

gling of Indian sarees. it is

learnt

The case was in brief that
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) per-
sunnel acting on a secret in-
formatien raided houses of
Shahidul Islam. Al-Amin and
Mizan of village Kushdanga in
Moheshpur thana of the dis-
trict on 11.8.92 and recov-
ered huge quantities of
smuggled Indian sarees from
their possession. A case was
lodged with Moheshpur
thana in this connection.

i

JHENIDAH: Jahidunnabi Kalu, central committee member
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& Barguna‘ransport

workers begin
indefinite strike
From Staff Correspondent

BARISHAL, Aug 2: Trans-
port movement from Barguna
to the rest of the country
remained suspended from
this morning following a
strike call given by the road
transport workers of Barguna
district. ;

According to sources,
school students called a half-
day hartal yesterday in
Barguna town demanding
reintroduction of the ques-
tion bank in the next SSC ex-
ams.

During the hartal hours
the students bfought eut a
procession and some unruly
students damaged nine buses.
Four transport workers were
also injured. »

Dispute over
construction of
polders in
Gopalganj

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Aug 2: The
construction work of polder
Nos 2 and 4 of the West
Gopalganj Small Flood Con-
trol, Drainage and Irrigation

- Project could naot be com-

pleted within the scheduled
time as the land owners were
not paid the compensation
for acquiring their land and
due to the local people's

“demand for constructing the

water control structures at
the canals mouth.

Thie higher authorities
o complete the
construction of West Gopal-
ganj Small Flood Control,
Drainage and Irrigation
Project by last June. Though
other lormalities for imple-
mentation of the project
were performed to imple-
ment within the scheduled
time but the land owners
insisted the earth-work of
polder Nps 2 and 4 be
constructed at canals mouth
as lhey were not paid the -
compensation for acquiring
their land for the project.
Moreover, the local high
yvielding paddy cultivators
resisted the closing of the
canals mouth without con-
structing the water control
structures there as they irri-

gate the fields from the
canals.

The local people includ-
ing farmers within polder
Nos 2 and 4 of the project ir-
rigate water to their
yielding paddy fields, the
flood water recedes through
the canals which also serves
as a means of navigation.
They fish in the canals and
collect fish-feed. namely, the
snail for shrimp culture and
also the canal water is used
for domestic purposes. As
suzh the local people have
been resisting to close the
canals' mouth and demanding
to construct the water con-
trol structures there.
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Grameen Samaz

(GSK), a Dhaka-based NGO distributing loans among the society mambm as a part of
their poverty alleviation programme. Dilip Kumar Kundu, Manager GSK is also seen.
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