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Containing Diarrhoea
One of the post-flood syndromes is the vul-

nerability of people to various diseases. Of them,

diarrhoea is certainly the most widespread and
feared one. Thankfully though the disease is

easily treatable at the primary stage. it can
nevertheless pfove very dangerous in an aggra-
vated form. That is because of the prolonged

debilitating effects on the patients after their
recovery. Reports coming from different areas,
where the flood water is receding, are disturb-
ing. Surprisingly, the problem seems to be
worse in the flood-affected areas around Dhaka
City. According to an ICDDR,B version, 450 pa-
tients are coming to the hospital for treatment
daily. The number incidentally is twice that of
last rs.

number itself is a testimony to the fact
that the disease has the potential to break out
in an epidemic form. Before that happens,
emergency measures should be taken to arrest

its further spread. The proximity of the worst

affected areas certainly gives an advantage for
reaching succour there. The ICDDR,B has al-
ready given some instructions for the people of
the affected areas to follow. But unless the
media carry them regularly as part of a cam-
ign against the disedse, not many people will
ﬁow about the do's and don'ts. One of these is
the safe disposal of the excreta of a diarrhoea
patient. The other important point comcerns
; ,drinking water along with water used for
“eooking and other household purposes. The
‘bottomline is to educate people not to expose
" themselves to diarrhoeal bacteria.
- However. 'once the disease has broken out,
the curative measures must also be made easily
- available to the people. Not that they can always
afford to seek treatment at the hospital.
Wncy medical teams should be sent to
the affected areas. We had sug%::sted through
this column to keep ready such measures to
combat diseases as part of flood preparedness.
We wonder why the wherewithal is not rushing
to the victims. At a time when the people have
lost much of their economic staying power,
‘they have to procure food and other items from
a market bristling with galloping prices. The
‘administrative impotence in dealing with the
hoarders and manipulators is to blame to a
large extent for such abnormal price escalation.
Its end-result is that the flood victims are
forced to eat the unconsumable and then fall
easy prey to diseases. The trading on human

migery must stop. ‘

“f for More Divisions

-'.Sjrlhet was a district comprising four sub-di-
visions. The sub-divisions became districts and
Sylhet was nowhere to be found except as at

par with those former sub-divisions. That was

wrong. After all with sub-divisions becoming
districts, a Habiganj man or a Moulvibazar wo-
‘man does not become a non-Sylheti. The older
districts, by simply being there for over a
century as the administrative, cultural and so-
cial framework for a near-homogeneous popu-
lace to evolve, had instilled some sort of a
sensc ol belonging and identity, short of na-

tionality but bigger than anything -else. Dis-
trictism is bad but it takes Sylhetis and Rang-
‘puris, Chittagonians and Dhakaites to make a
-nation, some crowds of faceless people.
The
the creation of two new divisions were late at-
tempts to make up for their fractionalised
identities. Now that older districts have started
reappearing as divisions, but not to any rational
plan, the government must apply itself to mak-
ing the best out of what cannot be prevented.
~This must be accepted very plainly as the
basis of all future administrative reorganisation
that most, if not all, older districts should be

made into divisions. And the present divisions

into provinces. Why cringe- from the idea of
having proyinces? If the government fails to
plan for future with time and all the wisdom in
the world about things that inexorably will be
here tomorrow or the day after, this state and
whatever constitutes it will be made to pay a
dear price.
Welcome to Sylhet as a division. We expect
~ this 'promotion' to result in happier days for
the people of Sylhet. As things are, there is not
much the divisions do to a district's adminis-
. tration. The government must find a more ef-
- fective role for the division by empowering it
“ in ‘appropriate measures and areas. Whence
- will this needed power travel to the division?
Not from the district to be sure. Devolution of
- power from the top is the name of the game
successive governments have been shying away
from consistently. To the detriment of this na-
tion's very vital and basic interests.

Detestable

Salman Shah, the actor, has made a most
- forceful plea for saving the film industry from
- the terror posed by mastans and extortionists.
These criminal elements have found a very
good pasture in the FDC. They specially target
the film actors and actresses who want to carry
on with their exacting professional work with-
out much else to care for. This and their wide
public exposure — their fame and/or glamour
value, that is — make them ideal prey to
threats of violence and blackmail.
Shah's plea must be heeded if only because
here is, for the first time, a whole professional
community expressly feeling insecure against
very real sources of danger. This must be
nipped in the bud: This is going to be a great
test for the police and their authorities — the
government.

There is, howeyer, irony in this detestable

fall of the law and order situation. Bangladesh
films, being no exception to money-spinning
footage around the world and specially across
the border, panders to both sex and violence,
so blandly epitomised by both the villain and
the hero. In both roles the element of mastani
is glorified and celebrated. Ask any of the
criminals pestering the artistes about who he
has modelled his role on, you will get very in-
teresting answers, |

and Sylhet agitations that led to -

God Save Dhaka City from Lawlessness

ESS than seven
I cent of all vehicle dri-

ving heenses in the ca-
pital cily are genuine — the
others are “found w0 be fake” —
the Conunissioner of Dhaka
Metropolitam Police (DMP)
macle a statement to this efl-
ect on Monday last while ad-
dressing a discussion on Lhe
Siureets ol Dhaka.” Apparen-
tly. he Conanissioner's obse-
rvalion was based on spot-
checks comducted by the
DMF over the last three yea-
rs. The statemment of the DMP
chiel was, however, challen-
ged by the country's chief
license mmulalor — chairman
ol HBanglvwdesh Road Trans-

port Authorty IBRTA) — who
believed that the number
would be the other way
around. According to him,
only a maximum of 10 per
cent ol the hcenses could be
fake

Ciiverr the state of infor

mation and statistics in
Bangladesh. there is no doublt
that it will take many more
vitirs Lo have correcl statis-
tics on any thing — be that
nutinber ot fake vehicle driv-
ing licenses or national eco-
nomic growth rates. The fact
remains that an overwhelm
ing munher of vehicles —
sommewhere between the 93
per cent of DMP chief and 10
per cent ol BRTA chief — are
run by drivers who have no
legal rights to drive. And our
authorities are well aware of

it. Fellow citizens of the cos-
mopolitaly city. stop lor a
while and think — where vou
and vour dear and near ones

live. work and enjoy life!

D

ISCIPLINE is what di-
lferentiates the Arm-
v Forees from a inob.

the sirict and constant
application of it ensures that
Lhe  difference  remains.
Betore an officer reaches
licld oflicer status, that is. a
Major [(or Squadron Leader
equivalent in the Air Force

did Licutenant Cominander
itr the Navyl, he must pass
the  "Captain Lo Major
Examination™ among the
subjects he must qualify in is
"Military Law".

Nol only is the application
ol military law important in
the discharge ol his duties.
the individoal officer gets to
understand the full implica-
tions ol violation thereof. One
of Germany's outstanding
cammanders in World War 11,
i.l (ienn Erich Von Marcks.
obtained eight oul of a possi-
ble 200 in "Military Law" be-
fore (e war in atlempling to
pass the requisite examina-
tion to Major's rank. His
comnment “Thank God for
wirs! serves to illustrate the
litnitations of good soldiers in
tackling this important sub-

ject. 1l the World War had not
ifurtuitously lor him) come

arouiid. the [uture three-star
general would have remained
a captain,

Recently a major general

has been prematurely com-

putsorily retired by the COAS

Gen Abdul " Waheed on
grounds of moral turpitude.
{ aught literally with his pants
down. the general officer de-
cided that discretion was the
belier part of valour and
chose 1o go  guietly.

Frolessional compelence
aside. the man's succumbing
to worldly pleasures in this
manner is a double tragedy
boith for him and the army
that invested 30 years in him.

Not Lthe first one to be-
come lallible in this manner
in this world, he will cer-
Lainly not be the last, his bad
luck was in getting caught. At

the other end of the scale. a~

couple of soldiers were con-
victed in Karachi by courl
martial on charges of abduct-
ing and molesting a girl. Both
incidents involved swift ap-
plications of military justice
o serve us o an example for
discipline., These incidents
tend 1o show that the ‘Manual

city lice with the

Aside the traffic mess,
endless, mindless and

another big concern of the citizens
mnﬂ of the streets . dlh-hu“ﬂd

the mayjority of the city-dwellers are sick tired of the
coordination and mal-coordination among the utility and

levels of non-
agencies.

Une wonders how life's
safely can be ensured in a
citly where most of the
drivers carrv fake licenses?
How can one ride a bus. take
an autorickshaw, cross a
street in front of truck or a
private car knowing fully well
that overwhelming majority
of the drivers may not have
required training or are not
screened through appropri-
ate authorities? How can a
fellow driver be assured that
the other driver approaching
or crossing him knows the
rules of traffic? Above all.
how the authorities — that
kinow L(hat overwhelming
number ol drivers carry fake
licenses —can allow such
drivers to drive vehicles in
the streets ol the city? One of
the discussants at the
"Streets of Dhaka" discussion
mentioned that almost 60
per cent movements on the
city roads are carried out on
foot. Perhaps concerned au-
thorities should ponder a lit-
tle about the safety of these
people from the willful or ili-
trained drivers who carry
fake licenses.

Dhaka has long been
known for its rickshaws —
manually-run three wheelers.
They keep most of the city
streets occupied most ol the
busy hours. Buf no body see-
ms to know how many ric-
kshaws the city has. Every-

Samuel Johnson stated that "patriotism is the last refuge of the scoundrel’.
seems to have become the only

ol Pakistan Militarv Law’
IMPPML) is not w be waken
hehtlv, being applicable
without lear or favour |rean
soldier up o general s rank.
11 all Emkrscﬂrts the de-
termnination of the military
hierarchy to keep the forces
within the ambit of strict
discipline. That the present
COAS, with less than six
months to go till his own re-
tirement, intends to see that
the concept of discipline re-
mains supreme is praisewor-
thy. given that some of his
predecessors, though
honourable men, had chosen
to ignore rank rascality in not
only tolerating some unde-

. serving individuals but even

promoting them. a la the ol-
ficer caught blatantly telling
lies in the Tando Bhalwal in-

cident.
Il a cerlain “gentileman”

makes il to COAS, given that
after planting false rumours
about his colleagues he will
do nothing more than plant
real trees in Gujranwala
{which should do wonders
for the environment), the
Tando Bhalwal character is a
potential three-star general.
The individual's negative at-
tritbutes are just what those:
who themselves go up the
ladder through intrigues look

for in subnfdinatea.
The enforcement of mili-

"~ laryv discipline is very iinpor-

tant during times of martial
law (ML) or in duties in "Aid
of Civil Power” when less
than 10 per cent of the pro-
fessional army is involved in
the enforcing and not more
than one per cent of that (i.e.
0.01%" of the whole army)
comes into contact with civil-
ians in any capacity. Of this
lot of about 6000-7000 indi-
viduals from soldiers to gen-
eral's rank, less than 100-
150 have the tendency of
misusing their authority for
personal gain but unfortu-
nately the army as a whole
invariably gets a bad name,

— W R .

Sir, We came to know re-
cently that the National
Curriculum and Text Book
Board has completed a work-
shop which included s al-
ists on all subjects sec-
ondary and: :
level. They evaluated new
syllabus of 24 subjects, but
did not evaluate the new syl-
labus of Islamic studies. In

this connection we have dis-

cussed with some of the re-
lated officers of the work-
shop. Few of them com-
mented that only the major
subjects were evaluated.

To answer this comment
we would enly say that in
general education system of
Bangladesh this subject is
taught from the beginning of
the student life to the
Masters. In college level after
Bengali and English it is a
compulsory subject and even
majority of the students give
option to read this subject in
Higher Secondary and
Degree classes. So, how can

this be a minor subject? We .

like to add that while the aim
of 1996 new syllabus is to
maintain religious, social and
cultural values then how
without evaluating Islamic

studies subject as a major

one these wvalues can be

upheld? It may be mentioned
here that imcluding Great

L ———

higher secondary -

becoming vulnerable because

ma — - -

[ a - = =

Britain and China in many
countries religious subject (of
their own) is evaluated for
the sake of moral education
as religion is the main source
of moral studies ‘here.

Lastly we would like to
request the authority con-
cern to evaluate the subject
properly..

Prof, Md. Shafiqul Islam.
Chairman and

Shah Abdur Rahim GS:
Bangladesh :
Islamic Studies Forum

Jalalabad Division

Sir, The announcement of

the lormation of the erst-

while Sylhet distriet as the
sixth administrative division:
of the country has, though
much belated. dawned as a
welcome move on almost ten
million of inhabitants. As it
seems, it is a4 commendable
and wise decision on the part
ol the concerned authority in
so lar as the stationing of-the
divisional H/Q at Sylhet is
concerned. Presumably it
might have been selected,
among other things, for the
sacred memory of the great
saint Hazrat Shah Jalaluddin
Yamani (RA) as the mortal
remains of the saint remains
there. ' _

But all the tributes to the
greal saint may, to a greal
extent. turn futile uvnless this

on factual evidence or app-
ropriate knowledge. After all,
just how many people

ceed 300 thousand. The
‘Mayor's figures were chal-

lenged by a representative of

Rickshaw Owners Samity and
a professor of BUET — both
of whom believed the exact
number would be around 120
to 150 thousand. Who knows,
the exact number of rick-
shaws in the city may be big-
ger than the two, figures
Llaken together. But ome thing
we know for sure — whatever
their number. only B0.000 of
them are licensed — that
would be 27 per cent of the
Mayvor's figures and 53 per
cent to 66 per cent of the

numbers mentioned by
others.

third, two-thirds, or one-haif
of all rickshaws ply he
city sireets regularly for
years — without legal rights?
Rickshaw owners and rick-
shawpullers allege that cor-
ruption on ihe part of a sec-
tion of police personnel and a
section of the Dhaka City

Corporation (DCC) stafl have

been responsible for susie-
nance of such a large-scale fl-
legal activity for years. Per-
haps both the agencies
responsible for maintaining
law and order in the city —
DMPF and DCC — should look
into this allegation a little
more seriously. May be the
DCC can also make a policy of
issuing a certain perceniage
of rickshaw licenses to rick-
shawpullers — instead ol 1ssu
ing all licenses to rickshaw
owners. DBesides prometing
egalitarian objectives of the
society, may be such a move
can inspire the rickshaw-

The Last Refuge

of their failure in being more
strict in bringing in the cor-
rupt and greedy to justice.
The same story is repeated in
Procurement” and in “Test
and Trials” during peacetlime
where only a very small co-
terie of greedy and corrupt
people within the depart-
ment may benefit individually
but the whole army gets la-
belled with the blame.

Over a period of lasi 25 |

years less than 1000 indwid-
uals may have benelfitcd by
misusing their authority
whereas niillions of service

pullers to be a little more re-
sponsible on the city sireets.

Aside the traffic mess.
perhaps another big concern
of the citizens of this city lies
with the endless, mindless
and stupid digging and re-
digging of the streets. Alth-
ough no definitive figures can
be given. there is no doubt
that the majority of the city-
dwellers are sick and thred of
the mind-boggling levels of
non-coordination and mal-
coordination the wti-
lity and development agen-
cies such as DESA WASA
PDB, TAT and Rujuk. The
digging projects of these
agencies regularly contribute
to creating greater mess in
the city's awful traffic system.

This simply camnot continue
— even dead consciences can
hardly stand such a level of
stupidity, wastage and back-
wardness. ;

it seems., however. that
the concerned authorities are

also graduglly becoming
aware of UJ highly visible
insensible activiti®s. It is in-
deed quite strange that the
otherwise inefficient and
corrupt T&T Board seems (o
be showing the path. It is
now engaged in city- wide
digging task — to install un-
dergreund telephone lines.
Its chairman stated proudly
— give us one vear, and we

that wining and womanizing
is the soldiers’ way. that
bluster and boast under the

Unfortunately in Pakistan it
sanctuary for scoundrels who sacrifice the interests of their country at the
altar of greed and ambition. .

have managed to avoid uptil
now. at least since 1971. The
refuge on the plane of patrie-

inflluence of alcohol should be §iism is an all-loo familiar

Laken to be courage. In fact
they are a very small minority
of extremely frustrated indi-
viduals who rely on alcohol to
dull their envy of others, they
are ceriainly not representa-
tive of the army but some.
times one or two get into
senjor positions.

The sound of a bullet fired
in anger is a great equalizer
with the more silent souls
who do not wear their

AS1SEE IT

Ikram Sehgal writes fr_nrn Karachi

men. serving and retired.
face public approbation. This
tarnishing of the army’'s repu-
tation spoils the clean whole-
some image which is ihe
touchstone of the army's rep-
utation. This erosion can only
be contained if the military
hierarchy resolves not to ac-
cept chicanery of any kind
within its ranks and the pun-
ishment ratio is enhanced.
The compulsory retirement
of a major general at short
notice for breaking the law of
the land is a significant step
as it will serve as a salulary
example for others not to
emulate,

What is of concern is that
an attempt was made first to

. give it the colour of (1) dis-

sent on grounds of patriotism
with an afterthought of (2]
persecution because of eth-
nicity. Both innuendoes were
totally false. deserving con-
tempt.

There is always a small
group of ex-servicemen in
most countries (Pakistan is
no exception) that takes for
granted that they are the in-

heritors of the military earth -

in their respective domain,

Division is renaimed Jalalabad
Division which is a demand of
;nk;.{reat majority of the peo-
ple. :

May the proper authority
lnok into and do the neediul
to that end. -

Muhanimad Abdus Shukur
Birasri. Sythet”

Fake driving
licences

Sir. In the Ist August is-
sue of The Daily Star the staffl
correspondent under the
heading "93 per cent driving
licences fake!:, quoted the
DMP Commissioner as saying
"our inspection and spot
checking have revealed, over

the last three years, a fake Ii-

cence figure of 93 per cent".
But the report does not
mention what action the
DMP authority is taking
against these fake licence
holders. If the contention of
DMP Cominissioner is true
and actions are taken
the fake licence holders,
then there should remain
gnly 7 per cent of the vehi-
cles presently plying in the
city and beyond!

Would you kindly arrange
a follow-up report on the
matter?

Bashar Baset
Dhanmondi R/A. Dhaka

‘under

“patriotism” on their sleeves.
Being influential by virtue of

their military lineage, this
despicable lot derides hon-
est. professional officers on
the straight and narrow who
make up "the great silent
majority” of this army. In ut-
ter contrast to what they
preach, for the most part this
inner circle is involved in ev-
erything from influence-
peddling, kickbacks. graft
and corruption, smuggling,
blackmail, etc.

Whenever caught red-

handed their usual fall-back .

position is the refuge ot
‘patriotism”. They do not
hesitate in spreading ru-
mours to give ethnic colour, a
disease that the armed forces

laughable defence, quite ap-
parent to the whole army
that knows the actual truth.
The tragedy is that given
such a twist, distortion of
facts do tend to become
coloured as the "truth”. The
genéral in question was cer-
tainly a professional and a
nationalist, for the sake of
the army he professed to
serve honestly he should
siand up like a man and take
his punishment without
bringing the army's name
Into disrepute. :

The military hterarchy
cannol remain oblivious to

the mandate of office to de-
siroy the careers and reputa-
tion of their colleagues by
systematic defamation,

ostensibly in the name of a

higher duty to the nation but
really for their own selfish
ambitions. If this was con-
fined to one aberration. one
would ewen be forgiving but
when dastardly methods are
used repeatedly for personal
gain, this must be taken note
of. Consider coolly the pa-
triotism of a man who aspires
Lo high rank il he has to look
to lobby a foreign power for
support? To the extent of
inanipulating in the posting
ol a person over whom he
holds a Sword of Damocles as
blackmail into a key diplo-

matic position? This happens

to be the truth and whether

. N
shall not tonich roads in next
30 or SO ye rs. No douls, -
stallation of »~ Jlerorouud
telephone lines wid (o anh
leave the eity streels uu-
mur:hed for decades, But will
also help substantially in re-
ducing system loss of the
fompany. Other utility com-
panies should follow the ex-
ample and save the citizens
from their inexcusable
abuises

No doubt, solving the
problems of street-digging,
footpaths. rickshaws or me-
torized vehicles are neces-
sary. but they will do little in
transforming the city into a
cosmopolitan central of liv-
ing. None should forget that
Dhaka is one of the most

densely populated cities in
the world and estimates of its

Jpopulation range from seven

to ten millions. It houses the
capital of the country, the
political and administrative
headquarters as well as
dlphmnlk‘n[ﬂﬂm. The in-
habitants the I '
deserve tttt!:l'_t‘mm l.cﬂ
and management. Time has
come to think of upgrading
the DCC further — by entrust-
ing it with power. by
having its own utility de-
partments and city-wide ad-
ministrative apparatus. Only
then — a authority wo-
uld be able to provide a

comprehensive package of
serviees in a uniform way.

Otherwise, the citizens will
remain hostage to thé®nui- -
sances of non:coordinated
national

one likes it or not the coun-
try's destiny is at stake when
we appeoint our senior offi-
cers (o key posis, we cannot
afford to look the other way
or bury our heads in the sand
like ostriches and hope for
the best. The army cannot be
reduced te having their se-
nior appointments confirmyed
like that of SHOs of police to
a lucrative thana. The navy is
well on the way to

a gone case while the air
force is under some subtle
pressure. the army remains
for the time being the last
bastion of integrity and hope
for the nation. Il lHeutenant

genicrals pd inajor generals
cotrlel 1w sertl howe lor vari-
oiis  misdemeanours much

less potent in the national
context. what is the divine
power thal protects such
lutter-day Rommels from re-
tribuition as per the dictates
ol unitorm and a code of con-,
diret that separates gentle--
e lrom outright rascals?

Sainuel Johnson stated that
patriotism is the last refuge
of the scoumndretl”.

Unfortunately in Pakistan it
seems Lo have become Lhe
only sanctuary for scoundrels
who sacrifice the interests of
their country at the altar of
greedd and ambition. In retro- .
spect. the major general who'
was compulsorily retired can
be called most (ortunate as
instead ol being stoned to
death under Islamic Laws for
being involved in an affair of
the heart with a consenting
adult he can at least go home
satistied with the knowledge
Lhat his was an individyal act
with anhother man's wife, that
he was certainly far removed
lrom thie type ol rape, pillage
and loot that every institution

worth mentioning in Rhis
couniry is presently being
Csubjected o 1@ the naune of
L]u-- L.onstilution, -

Ty .

OPINION

The Daily Siar correspon-
dens Rears Alimed and
Monirul Islam Khan had
made a good deal of exercise
in reporting “Overhaul of
Medical Education Needed”
in their piece "Save Dhaka
lealtheare” on July 23. One
wonders how only overhaul-
ing ol medical education will
save Dhaka in its healtheare
programme. The Daily Star
may bring out a supplement
nn medical education or a
series ol articles like the
present Save Dhaka series,
lor medicare is an important
®ssue for Lthe ailing society
and is a part and parcel of
heaithcare programme.

Presently, medical educa-
tion is imparted not only in
| 9=governmental and private
mecdical colleges as pointed
out by. your correspondents
but also in 19 other privaiely
run hemoeopalhic colleges
the aegis of the
Bangladesh Homoeopathic
Board and In one Sarkari
Homeopathic Degree College
at Mirpur on the outskirt of
Dhaka. one Unani/Ayurvedic
college at Mirpur and Tibbi
College at Sylhet, besides
some other Unani/Ayurvedic

colleges in the country.

Since there is a
Directorate ol Homeeopathy
and Indigehous Medicine in
the office of the Director
General of Health Services,
one cannot ignore these al-
ternative aspects of medical
education and medicare sys-
tem beside the regular school

ol medicine. Alter all. they

are also catering w0 the med-
ical needs of the ailing soci-

ety with the approval of the

" Save Dhaka : Another View" .

people and the governmeni.

Moreover, there are vari-
eties ol medical educational
institutions. they are the
postgracduate institutions and
auxiliary undergraduate ingti-
tutions which also need to be
discussed about.

All these medical institu-
tions situated In our
metropolitan city may pro-
vide prompt medical relief in -
our bellyache for a while only
to come back again. But Lo
provide healthcare to the
Dhakaites DS correspondents
are expected Lo discuss about
ihe food hygiene and health
iwasures of the caterers of
the city hotels and restau-

rants, big or small, high or

low and even the lowliest.

To save Dhaka citizens
lrom the bellyache, for in-
stance. and the accompany -
ing diarrhoeas and dvsenter-
Jes we really need (o estab-
lish an efficient Public Health
Programme under the aus-
pices of the City Municipal
Corporation. Our medical col-
leges produce doctors that
deal with diseases of the in-

‘dividuals and, prescribe

medicines. But the diseases
that cause the citizens tp
suffer in large numbers are
due to bad environmental
management and they be
come public health problems.
Unfortupately, there is lit-
tle societal awareness about
this aspect of health. DS cor-
respondents have mentioned
about five medical colleges of
the city that provide medi-’
care. Many people do not
(care to) know that there is a
health institution which pro-

vides the venue for the doc-
tors to gain knowledge in
matiers of heaithcare and
this institution goes by the
name of National Institute of
Preventive and Social
Medicine. Even the Minpstry
of Health, the minister and
his secretariat are maostly
busy with managing the mat-
ters of medical colleges and
hospitals and dispensaries
overlooking the health per-
spective.

- To save Dhakaites from
the bellyache, caused mostly
due to taking bad food in un-
hygienic eating places. we
propose that the Municipal
Health Department should
. bring it into the clauses of
the Food Laws, at least on
experimental basis, and make
arrangements for inspection

of the food catering premises
and examine the stool of the

food handlers for four con-
secutive weeks and if the
premises are Jpto the opti-

mum health standard and the
food handlers germ-free. and
then declare by issuing cer-
tificate that the concerned
premises are safe places to
dine in. And for that purpose
even a -fee may he levied

while and enthusiastic en-

trepreneurs should come.
forward te materialise this
proposal to boost their earn-
ings. Since no bellyache is
there by consuming from
these eating places the
crowd of patients will be
lessened in the hospitals and
dispensaries and other medi-
cal centres thus getting in-
creased atterdtion. And we
will have Dhaka a better place
to live and dine in




