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The recommendations of
the Open Discussion on the
‘Streets of Dhaka' will be
published along with
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NEWS BRIEFS

Salary of non-govt
teachers, employees

Salary of thé non-govern-
ment school. college and
madrassah teachers and em-
ployeés for the month of July
has been sent Yo the head of-
lices of Agrani. - J.nata. Sonali
and Rupali bdiik:, leads of
"'rl|'|l Fave laemn
askiid o revene e ey
by August 1 reports UNB

4 die in road
accidents

SAVAR, Aug 2° Four peo
ple were kided and five
others injured ia ithree sepa-
raie read accidents on Dha-
ka-Afieha

Nabinagar highways today po-
ee said reports UNB.
Hartal observed in
From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET. Aug 2: A hall -day
hartal was observed today at
the thana headguarters of
Balaganj in Sylhet and
Chhatak ol Stinamgan dis-
trict a4 the call ol SSC exam
mees demanding restoration

of gquestion bank system in
e esaminations.

Body recovered
By Stuff Correspondent

Pulice recovered body of a
rniddieaged man from Dhan
mondi lake near Road No 32
in the -city last night. The
victim was identified as
Ashraful Alam Ratan. 34, of
Jafrabad. Mohammadpur.
Dhammondi police said that
ithey recovered Tk 4.000/-
and . svyringe from the
pocket ol Ratan s trouser.
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PM, party colleagues
talk Ishtiaq formula

Prime Minister and BNP
chiel Begum Khaleda Zia
vesterday discussed with her
senior parly volleagues vari-
ons aspects ol the latest for-
mla lor foriming a caretaker
governinent, within the
constitutional framework, to
conduct (he next general
election.

~The three and a hall hour
meeling held at the PM's
cantomnent residence scru-
tinised (he formula proposed
by veteran lawyer Syed
[shtiag Ahmed. calling for
electing some "neutral non-
partisan persons’ through by-
elections i the recently va-
‘cated Parliament seats.

According (o meeting
sources. some [laws were
identified in the formula and
solne possible allerations

Ty == —m.

SHRABON 19, 1402 BS,

By Nazmul Ashraf

were also discussed.

This was the first formal
meeting ol the ruling party
lullowing the gazelte notifi-
cations on the vacation of the
seats ol 87 Opposition MPs.
The meeting. which contin-
ved (ill late last night, was
attended by senior cabinet

~members and party leaders.

Speaker Shaikh
also attended.

The meeting. however.
did not linalise the party po-
sition in this regard, a BNF
standing commitiee member
told The Daily Star, request-
ing anonymity.

Participants at the meet-
ing viewed that the proposed
lormiula was deflective and
immpractical as the
LConstitution did not permit
the MPs to be elected in the

Razzak Al

by-elections to form an in-

terim cabinet if Parliament
was dissolved before the for-
mation ol such a cabinet.
Besides. lhey argued, the
proposal that 10 consensus
candidates hé elected in ID
vacant seats; and that avei
ing by-pells to the rest of the
seals through understanding
was wunol allowed by the
Constitution and such steps
might create legal problems
in the tuture.

Besiules. it was observed at
the imeeting that holding by-
elections in only 10 or so va-
canl seals lirst and deciding
about the rest later would not
e mjiiaiblr witlin the stipu-
lated time and virtually such
steps would resull in a con-

- slitutional crisis.

See Page 12 Col 5
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Dr Kamal's
formula

“Pr Kamal Hossain yester-

day prescribed a 10-member

caretaker g vernment with
five representativeé each
from the government and the

. Opposition to be elected

through by-glections as a ba-
sis lor an acceptable election

Aframework. reports UNB.

" Such caretaker govern-
is possible witheut
changing the Constitution to
overcome the present politi-
cal crisis. he told a press
conference at the Gann
Forum office yes

Dr Kamal, Pn:aidmi. of the
Gano Forum, said the gov-
ernment party should initiate

- steps urgently for a national

CONsCisSus and " the
Opposition should make their
reasonable - contribution to
the process.

He said o caretaker gov-
ernment, sovereign Election
Commission and strict elec-
tion rules free from the influ-
ence of arms, black money
and defaulters as well as code

See Page 12 ol )

Diarrhoea spreading
fast in flood
attected areas

By Reaz Ahmad

Diarrhoea has broken out
in most ol the [lood-hit dis-
tricts including Dhaka lollow-
ing the recession of flood wa-
lers, *

According to Lht Central

-Control Room at the Direc-

torate ol Health, 11 diarr-
hoeal deaths were reported
in the last one week and
some 9,045 people were
altacked with the disease in
32 districts.

lected.

During the last seven
days. 1552 people were at-
tancked with diarrhoea in
Nekhali. followed by 1356 in
Dhaka. saild Dr Sayed Sha-
hinoor Rahman. Medical
Ofticer ot the control room.
which monitors the siluation
and sends report everyday to

Noakhali and -
. Dhaka being the worsl afl-

the Prime Minister's Office
and the Health Ministry.

The - control roQim
recorded one diarrhoeal
cleath in Pabna yesterday and
915 other cases of-attack.

Though experts termed it
a regular post-monsoon phe-
nomenorn. they expressed se-
rious concern at the outbreak

Editorial on page 4
ot Lthe disease taking an epi-

demic form over last two
.~ wegks.
Each day over 400 diar-

rhoea patients were being
admitted Lo the ICDDR. B
Hospital in the city.

During a visit to the hos-
pital this
louind huikdreds of patients,
majority ol them, children,

See Page 12 Col 5
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"-A police tow-truck taking away a car for illegal parking, Lunlubutmg to l;raff"u Jdﬂlh at Mntuheel m‘the city
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Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yvesterday reiter-
aled her governmenti's ple-
dge (o ensure overall social
development through better
utilisation of human resour-
res, reports UNB.

She said her government
attached priority to human
resourees development as
well as education. health and
other social sectors for the
last four years.

Bedum Zia was inaugurat-
indg o new project styled
‘Bangladesh Integrated Nu-
trition Project [BINP}" which
aims al ensuring better
health care for the pregnant,
the mwiher and the child at
the International Conference

The 4-vear project has
been undertaken by the
Mirfistry of Health
Weltare at a cost of Tk. 261
crorc with the assistance of
the World Bank. Of the
amount. Bangladesh govetn-
ment  will provide Tk 27
crore while UNICEF will ex-

Centre here in the afternoon. -

and Famnmihe

PM launches Integrated
Nutrition Project

iend its technical support.
According to official slatis-
lics in Bangladesh 93 per
cent of children are malnour-
ished. 35-50 per cent of
new-born babies are below
normal weight, 70 per cent
of mothers and children sul-
ter from anemia, 30,000
childreinr become blind due to
vitamin-A deficiency 84 mil-

‘lion people suffer from iodine

deficiency and '56 million

people 'have visible and pal-

juible goitre due to iodine de-
liciency.

~ The Prime Minister ad-
mitted that many. mothers
and children in Bangladesh
still sufler from malnutrition
Lhough the per capita income
has increased and the coun-

try achieved a tremendous

succesH in ils dc\rﬂﬂmmt
She underacnred the nﬂ:ﬂ
for a proper and integrated
programme to resolve the
malnutrition problems.
Begum Zia said her

el
See Page 12 Col &

Dhakamustgétafairshare

of Ganges waters: Experts

yesterday.
Experts from Bangladesl.
India and Nepal have sug-

gested a lopg-term solution
to the issue of sharing ol wa
wers of theé region as soon as
pessible it which Bangladesh
would gel its “lair share”.
“The sharing of Lthe
Ganges waters is ol major
econcern and Bangladesh is

{ ciilitled to a fair share ol the

awaless. " -said the agreed min-
utles of a wo-day regional
cuplerence on Converting
Waler into Wealth: The Case
of the Eastern Himalayan
Rivers.” (hat ended here
vesterday .

The conjerence siressed
political will ol the govern
ments of the countries ol the
region lor harnessing the wa
ler FESOUroes.

Mare than 25 lormer min-
isters. legislators. bureau-
Crals. waler resources ex
pexts. and jepumalists partic
pated in the conference
jointly  organised by the
Bangladesh Uinavan Parishad
(BUP). the Centre for Poliey
Research (CPR) of India and

By Staff Correspondent

il sutute for Integrated
Desclopment Studies (LTDS)
of Nepal. It was the first of a
series of six sueh conler-
ences planned. one more in
Bangladesh and two each in
india and Nepal as part of a
follow-up programme of
studies conducted by these
think-tanks.

Pointing to the tremen-
dous potential for developing
hydropower in the region,
the SRR | It that an eflec-

JRC meet by
month-end

The Indo-Bangla Joamt Ri-
ver Commission (JRC) is
expected (0 hold a meeting
here in the last week of this
month to discuss solution of
the water sharing issue, offi-
cial sources saifl yesterday,
reports LUUNB.

Water Resources Minister
Majid-ul-Haq will lead the
home side at the three-day
meeting. His Indian counter-
part VL Sukia will head his

cm.trlrj"l delegation.

. managerment

live cooperation was feasible
Lthrough developing a regional
viergy grid linking the three
coutries.

The conference resolved
that regional cooperation in
disaster preparedness and
was essential
and ‘should immediately be
put in place (o minimise
losses from [loods. hﬂdﬂidc
Al drought .

‘Bangladesh needs to re-
ceive data lrom upstiream
points, on continuous basis o
ensure better lNood : pre-
paredness.” it added.

Nine lields have been
identitied tor f[urther re-
search by the three organisa-
'hese are. water shar-
e and augmentation ol its
How, v ocr-based integrated
developinent n the region,
yuality ol water ol the
Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna
HiBM) basin rivers, opera-
rional coordination of Teesta
barrages. developing a re-
gional energy grid, regional
cooperation in disaster man-

Sec Page 12 Col 3
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‘Political uncertainty hindering
foreign investment’

CIHTTAGONG. Aug 2. A
Wesitern diplomat loday said
that a negative knage created
by poor infrastructure and
political wuncertainty In
Bangladesh is hindering
establislunent of a general
credibility for making in-

vestimemd in Bangladesh, re
perts UNB.

The longer the present
political slalemate and
uncertainty continues the
more damaging that will be
lo the investors confidence ”
British High Commissioner
Peter J Fowler said

Speaking at a meecting
with the members of the
Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
{CCCH here. the envoy said
(he continuing political
unceriainty wouwld make it
more difficult to change
Bangladesh s iniage

He further observed that
the longer the political
stalemate continues, the

miore dithicult it will be o
Niike progress on further
relorms that "are so urgenily
needed il Bangladesh is to
realise its potential and as-
sure the hature of all its citi-
FETVS.

'Siressing the need for an
enabling envirenment for
business the High
Commuissioner said # should
include 4 civil society that
would ask the politicians and
political parties to put the
imterests of the country
ahead of Lhe struggle for
power

Referring to his recent
visit to UK which synchro-
nized with that of a FBCCI
irade mission he said he
himse as well as the
Bangladesh delegation ai
meetings with British busi-
ness commnunity tried to
convince people that
Bangladesh's “still mainly
negakve Nage was increas-
ingly out of date.

"We pointed out that
Bangladesh is by no means
Alone amongst developing
countries in having deficien-
cies of physical and legal in-
frastructure and problems of
bureaucracy and nnrmpt.bn
he said.

“We can claim that in
some respecis Bangladesh is
better than many.” Fowler
said

CCCIl President Sarwar
Jamal Nizam, Senior Vice
President Zafarul Islam
Chowdhury, former president
of the chamber Ali Ahmed.
its director Motiur Rahman,
and Q! Chowdhury of James
Finley PLC were among those
who spoke at the meeting.

Despite some successes
and some improvements of
management, the public sec-
tor industries as a whole “still
lay an immense burden on
the rest of the economy.” the
High Commissioner pointed

See Page 12 Col |
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First meeting of .

Sylhet Div held

SYLHET, Aug- 2. The first
ineeting of the newly estab-
lished Sylhet division was
held here today with Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman in
the chair. reports UNB.

Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury, the
Divisional Commissioner and
the DIG of Sylhet division.
and the DCs and SPs of
Svlhet, Sunamganj, Moulavi-
bhazar and Hobigan] were
present.

Meanwhile,
Correspondent
Syvlhet Bibhag Unnayan
Parishad (Sylhet Division
Development Council) this
evening held a colourful rally
in tront of the National Press
Club in fhe capital to cele-
brate the func uﬂning ol the
division.

our Stafl
adds: The

Speakers at the gally,
presided over by ils presi-
dent Abed Raja. reiterated

their commitment to work
lor the welfare of the people
ol Sylhet division. A proces-
sion was brought out after the
rally.

Betore the rally, a cultural
programme was arranged in
which Fakir Alamgir and lolk
singers from Sylhet took

Peut
Farhad’s detention
HC asks govt to
show cause
By SO Correspondent

e Hhigh Court yvesterday
issued o rule upon the gov-
Erninent show cause
withiin seven days as Lo why
the detention of Farad
Mazhar, Editor of the fort
nightly Chimta, will not be
declared illegal.

A Divisien Bench of the HC
compnsing Justice Moham-
mad Mozammel Hoque and
Justice Mohammad Nurul
Islain aise direcied the
governiment Lo explain why
Farhad Mazhar should not be
broughnt betore the court Lo
salisly itself that he is not
illegally detained and why he
should not be released and
sl al berty,

The application on which
the court issued Lhe rule is a
HLabeas Corpus are filed by
Farich: Akhter. wife of Farhad
Mzl

Farhad Mazhar was ar-

rested by Special Branch po-
lice on July 30,

ik

71 pc pass Jessore
BoardSSCexams

By Staff Correspondent

The results of Secondary
School Cerctilicate (SSC)
Exanmnnations of 1995 under
Jessore Board was announced
yesterday.

Thiu= was the last SSC ex-
amtations held under the
guestion bank sPstem'.

(ol a wtotal ol .42 367
catulidates. 70.74 por cent or
Il Lokl 711 canw oul success-

' Top 3 want to be

army officers

[ From Stall Correspondent

BARINAL: Aug 2 Md
Wolndlah Khian Nouwoi, a
scicnee student ol the Barisal
Cadet College stood tirst in
the combined merit list se-

curing SO0 marks with 7
letiers
His tlather Mozammel

Hossain Khan is the regional

Manager BADC. Patuakhali

sone . Nowani has 2 brothers

daiid 2 sisters. He s Lhe

voungest e read tor 7 to 8B

houvirs i tha '--lmnp (ullection
e | I.L.t 2 ('l 3

Ful.
(M the successful candi-
datps, 48, 227 got First Divi-

i1, 50,905 Second Division
il 1,597 Third Division.

lin the combined meril
list, (male and female] for

Science group Barisal Cadet
("ollege secured the [irst six
postiions with Md Waliullah
Khan Nomani at the top. He
gol 0 marks with letter

Merit list on page 12

iarks in seven subjects.

Abu Saveed Muhammad
Saifullah secured the second
posilion with B97 marks and
seven letters. Hasal Ahmed
Sagor stood third with 891
marks. Md Golam Murshed
lourth with B87 marks. AM
Helali Mortuza Bhuiyan fifth
with B85 marks and MHM
Mahmudul Hassain stood
sixth with 884 marks.

Kazi Md Razib Hasan of
Khulna Zilla School and
H.unakrishna Das ol Sagar
Dari Michael Madhusudan
secondary School jointly se-

Sec apge I.E!ul‘lr

Eliadah appeals to
HC for clemency

By SC Correspondent .

b crizen Eliadah
My Cord scntenoed to lile
HNPrisonie! lor  drug

sinuggling. vesterday begged
mercy of the High Courl
while promising not to re-
peat such offences in future.

She was produced before
the court by dhe government
upon a suo mole rule issued
earlier by a Division Bench of
the High Court Division.

1 auny, for the thing which
happened. sorry and repen-
tant. and | am full of remorse
for such happening’ said the
young lady before the division
bench comprising Justice
Mohammad Mozammel Ho-
gue and Justice Mohammad
Nurul 1slam.

'he rule was issued on

Julv I8 last upon the go.
erimnent lollowing a press
repart saving that Eliadah

was underaged when she was
convicted. By the rule the

government was directed to
show cause as to why Eliadah
should not be produced be-
lore the court to treat her
according 1o law and the
court alse directed the gov-
ernment w uce her be-
lore the Court on August 2.
But in her statement
recorded by the court she

said that her date of birth is .

March 27. 1973. She also re-
called the story how she, was
involved in trafficking heroin.

She camme to Bangladesh
on February 10, 1992 as a
lourist and on February 22,
9492 she met  Robert

Nlankson. a Nigeriam citizen
who instigaled her to traffic
heroin. al the Dhaka
Muiseun. she stated.

She added that Blankson
proposed to her to carry
soime packets for a person
residing in the United States

See Page 12 Col B
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WASHINGTON. Aug 2:
The US House of Represen-
tatives. [following a similar
move by Lhe Senate last we--
ek, voted Tuesday to unila-
terally lift the arms embargo
on Bosnia, reports AFP,

Approved by a margin of
298-128, the bill sets up a
confrontation between
Congress and President Bill

Clinton, who has vowed to
veto the measure.

Once the President im=
poses his promised veto, the
Congress could then take a -
subsequent vote to override
Clinton's action,. but it would
take a two-thirds majority in
each House to pass it over his
objection. :

Though the measures.
passed by margins large
enough to override a veto in

See Piwe 12 Col 2

Ration supply to
Bangladeshi troops
in Bihac resumes

Normal supplies of ration
and fuel to the Bangladeshi
troops deployed in Bihac en-
clave of Bosnia-Harzegovina
resumed,yesterday, reports °
UNB. ) J

Reports received in Dhaka
also said that road communi-
cations have been restored
between Coralici where

Bangladesh battalion head-
quarter js located and Valika
Kladusa where a company of
Bangladeshi trm:rps are sta-
tioned.

Besides, the observation
posts and other positions
where from Bangladesh
Battalion had to adjust and
readjust as a result of
Croatian Serb military offen-
sive have been reoccupied.

The reports said all

' bers of Bangladeshi th‘}r
. Condj

‘nilitary ybser n Lbsoia
Harzegovina. are aa_ﬂ!: Eu'ld
sound. p
They are in gﬂoﬂ spirit
and doing their normal as-
signed duties, according to
reports.

Meanwhile. Sepoy Md Kazi
Monirul Hague. who was in-
jured on July 2} last, is.re-
covering fast, the reports
said.

Two Saudi
ministers
dropped

RIYADH. Aug 2: King Fahd
replaced his veleran oil and
[inance ministers today in
Saudi Arabia's most signifi-
cant, leadership shakeup
since he came (o power in
|982. reports AP.

(%l Minister Hisham Nazer
will be replaced by the presi-
dent and chiel executive of
the giant petroleum company
Saudi Aramco, Ali bin
[brahim al-Naimi. according
Lo .royal decree.

The tinance and plapning
minister. * Mohammed
Abalkhail, also lost his job.

A lormer commerce min-
ister. Suleimman bin Abdel-
Aziz al-Sulaim was named
minister for finance and na-
tional economy. while Abdel-
Wahab bin Abdel-Salam al-
Altar was named minister of
planning.

There wus no immediate
on whether the two
uysted ministers would re-
veive new ministerial posts.

Nazer had been petroleum
minister lor almost nine
vears aller Sheik Zaki Yamani
was lired.

China expels 2
US Air Force
~ officers-
BELWJING, Aug 2: China ex-

- twg US Air Force offi-
mtudq' accusing them of

. illegally’ gathering military

intelligence, reports AP:
The expulsions came as

relations have sunk to their
worst point since China's
1989 crackdown on pro-
democracy demonstrators in
Tianamnnen Sguare.

They were reported by the
official Xinhua News Agency

and announced on the na-
tionally televised eveming
NEews.

The two officers entered
China July 23, "sneaked into
a number of restricted mili-,
tary zones in China's south-
casl coasial areas and illegally
acquired military intelligence
by photographing and videe-
faping,” Foreign Minfstry
spokesman Shen Guofang 1
quoted as saying. r



