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= Dhaka Day by Day

Ghost in the System

by Lamis Hossain

Bangladesh is once again on the world
map. This time it's not, thanks to our fa-
mmous authoress, nor to our floods, but to the
youth of our nation. According to a friend,
this bit of information was recently broad-
casl to Londoners on the city's music sta-
lion. Capital FM: "Bangladeshi students de-
mand the right to cheat.”

While hip Londoners may well conclude
that Bangladesh is a pretty coll place to live
in. it's terrifving to imagine what university
admission committees abroad are making of
applications from this country. Hopefully
ithey have yet to hear of the latest develop-
ments. In the past week, SSC students have
taken to demonstrations, road blockades,
destruction of buses and disruption of traffic
for two hours. all for the sake of restoring
their guestion bank for the exams.

What could possibly have pushed our
youth to take such desperate measures? To
lind a possible explanation but not an ex-
cuse. vou needn’t go further than an exami-
nation hall. This writer had the opportunity
to get a first hand experience elsewhere not
loo long ago.

The exam papers were the first nasty
surprise. Was this the right room, and the
correct paper? Why didn't the questions
vaguely resemble anvthmg on the syllabus?
The examiners had discovered yet another
novel way of bumping off contenders set
questions on subjects that no one has pre-
pared. Only the fool’ who has done further
irrelevant reading and most importantly,
memorized it all is bound to pass. A candi-
date brave enough to question this strategy
was cul down to size: "Do you think your
client will bring legal cases according to the
syllabus? Huh?", the invigilator retorted.

Just in case that tactic didn't work, there
was always the chance that the candidates

would sweat to death before the end of the

three hours. Mysteriously enough. none of

the ceiling fans in the room was working ’

except for the one above the invigilator's
head. i

The examiners didnt seem to think that
people could possibly need peace and quiet
o concentrate on an exam. Far from it, A

little’ noise they thought would jog the
brain cells. Not only were they talking
loudly to each other, but the invigilators
were also conversing with the candidates.
“You look familiar, did yvou study English
with Choudhury sir?" or "Where are you
[rom?" How could one explain that it simply
wasn't the perfect time to exchange pleas-
antries (unless they were willing to give
away answers)?

Casual conversation was at least harmless.
some candidates were su to a lecture.
Why don't you have a top margin?" boomed
one of the invigilators dressed in a grey sa-
fari and tinted roy-ban shaped glasses. When
the examinee asked what a top margin was,
the examiner got excited "A top margin! A
top margin! Does this need explanation? You
don't start writing from the top of the page”
Pointing out that the rules do not mention
nor require top margin were of no avail,

The exam board had also forgotten to
inform the regular students of the High
School. that there was an exam on that day.
Everv five minutes were punctuated by joy-
ful screams of "Goal!” followed by Swearing
shouting and cheering [rom the sports field.

Under these circumstances the majority
of the candidates coped with the situation
in the only way open to them: to cheat.
Barely audible whispers floated around the
room. For newcomers to the game, it took
time to realise that these were invitations to
cheat: "What does section 7 mean?"

Others were more blatant. As soon as the
invigilators disappeared areund the corner,
candidates turned around to talk to each
other and some even left their seats. The
fact that one or two examinees were ex-
pelled from the room did not deter anyone.

This incident is not meant to serve as a

justification for cheating and the like, but to

highlight one point: Students here may be
"mad”, but the system is no less so.

it can only be frustrating to realise that
those who can cheat ingeniously or memo-
rize infinitely are most likely to be re-
warded.

Sounds too r:.ynit,al'? Sit for an exam and
let us know,
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Int'l Camp of
Girl Scouts

Shegufta Mohummad
Cherry, Ranger. Bangladesh
Girl Guides has left for Japan |
Sunday to participate in the |
International Camp of Girl |
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PlE“-Idt*HI_ Abdur Rahman Blswas presentmg Dr Mohammad Yunus the RCMD
Foundation medal at a ceremony in the city yesterday. -

Laun

JICA seminar: A seminar on ‘impact of projects

ject The launching
ol the Bangladesh Integrated Nutrition Project (BIBP) will
be held. Venue: International Conference Centre, Tejgaon.

ching of nutritiﬂ pro

Time:
Zia.

Abdus Salam Gold Medal Award: A discu-

ssion on journalist Abdus Salam and the award-giving
ceremony will be held. Spriha, a cultural organisation, has
arranged the ceremony. Chief guest: Minister for
Commerce and Information Shamsul Islam. Venue: Jatiya
Press Club auditorium. Time: 4:30 pm.

Nagar Sangskritik Gosthi: an executive com-

mittee meeting of the organisation, an officiate of Dhaka
City Corporation will be held. Venue: Nagar Bhaban office of
the Gosthi. Time: 2:35 pm.

11 am. Chief guest: Prime Minister Begum Khaleda

Gano Forum: a press briefing of the party will be
held. Venue: Central office, 8] /B, Ségunbagicha. Time:
| 1:30 am.

Rotary Club of Dhaka Midtown: the reguiar

weekly meeting of the club will be held. Venue: CIRDAP,
Chameli House, 17, Topkhana Road. Time: 5:30 pm.

CDRB seminar: centre for Development Research,
Bangladesh (CDRB) will hold a seminar on 'Commitment
and Job Satisfaction of Education Extension Agents'.
Venue: WVA auditorium. Time: 4.30 pm. Principal speaker
Dr Sved Saad Andaleeb. Associate Professor. Department of
School of Business, Pennsylvama Umversﬂy Erie, and
Senior Fellow. AIBS.

Club of Dhaka North West: e we-

ekly meeting of the club will be held. Venue: Sonargaon
Hotel. Time: 5:30 pm.

Chub of Dhaka B

+ The weekly

meeting of the club will®be held. Venue: Sonargaon Hotel.
Time: 5:30 pm.

assisted by JICA on socio-economic development in
Bangladesh will be held on the occasion of JICA founding
day. Venue: Sheraton Hotel. Time: 5pm. Chief guest: Shigeo
Tokenaka, Ambassador of Japan in Bangladesh.

| # et
Centre for Development €: The cen-
tre has organised a seminar titled 'Information Technology
and Law: Bangladesh Context. Venue: Purbani Hotel. Time:
4 pm. Chief guest: State Minister for Planning Dr Abdul
Moyeen Khan.

6 selected for
int'l software

Scouts of Japan beginning
tomorrow. says a press re-
lease.

The camp which is being
participated by the rangers of
15- 18 years age group will be
held in Nagano of Japan in
Togakushi Girl Scout Camp
Centre.

Shegufta 1s o student of
Dh.uka Commerce College.

by temporary gusty wind is likely to occur at a few places
over Khulna and Rajshahi divisions and one or two places
over Dhaka Chittagong. Barisal and Sylhet divisions till 6
pim today reports INB

he Met Office said day temperature may rise by 1-2
degree Celsius throughout the country during the period.

The country s highest temperature was recorded 34.3
degrees ( elsius at Dinajpur and the lowest 25 degrees at
Sylhet. Srimangal and Barisal.

Mie sun sets today at 6:41 pm and rises tomorrow at
52K am
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competition

An International Software
Competition organised by
South East Asia regional
Computer Confederation
(SEARCC), hosted by the
Computer Society of Sri
Lanka, will be held in Colom-
bo between 5-10 September.

says a press release.

A total of 13 countries will
participate in the competi-
tion. From Bangladesh, two
teams will take part. Team A
includes Russel Ahmed Apu,
' Alok Chowdhury, and Fahim
' Ahmed while Team B in-
cludes Mushfiqur Rouf, Abu
Ahmed and Fharish Istiak
Ahmed.

by the Bangladesh Computer
Society through a nation-
| wide selection test.

L}
1

The society seeks gov-
ermnment aid for their partic-
ipation in the competition in

They have been selected

Death anniversary |
of Abu Sayeed
Chowdhury

The eighth anniversary ol
death of former President
Justice Abu Sayed (Chowdhury
will be observed today. says a
press release

A Qurankhwani and Milad
Mahfil have been arranged at
the marar premises of the
late president at Nagbari in
Tangail on the occasion

The Juslice Abu Sayeed
Chowdhury National Memo

ri:;tl Council will hold a
memorial meeting on August
B al National museum at 4:30 |

PM.

day

Commerce and Information Minister M Shamsul
Islam visiting Tongibari Telephone Exchange for
nation-wide dialing after formal inauguration of the
exchange at Tongibari thana in Munshiganj yester-
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Prof Yunus
receives RCMD
award

By Staff Correspondent

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday called upon
voluntary organisations such
as Rotary Clubs to work hand
in hand with the government
for making the country self-
reliant.

The President was ad-'

dressing an award giving cer-
emony. organised by the
Rotary Club of Metropolitan
Dhaka (RCMD)} in honour of
Dr Muhammad Yunus, yes-
terday at a city hotel.

Prof Yunus, the founder of
Grameen Bank, received the
first RCMD Foundation Award
for Science, Education and
Economic Development for
his outstanding contributions
in the field of socio-economic
development of the nation.

"Dr Yunus has brightened

| Bangladesh's image abroad

with his Grameen Bank, the

idea being replicated even in .

a highly developed country
the USA," President
Biswas said of the pioneer of
the banking concept of lend-
ing to the poor without col-
lateral, while presenting him

with the award which carries |

a prize of Tk one lakh and a
gold medal.

In his speech, Yunus paid
tribute to the multitudes of
Grameen Bank workers and
loanees, mostly poor women,
who with their achievements
have shown the world what

4 the poor can do themselves
' 1o better their own lot, with a

little support,

"Twenty-one lakh poor
families whose womenfolk
took out loans, have proven

that our people are not at the |

mercy of others. They have
shown the world that we too,
are capable of helping our-
selves. They have broken the
myth of Bangladesh-the poor
country.” Yunus said in his
speech. hopping for a future

| where poverty would be but a

mere museum piece.

The award distribution
was followed by installations
of RCMD Board of Direclors
i1995-96) and Board of
Trustees of RCMD Foundation
[1995-96).

The function was also ad-
dressed by Rotary District
Governor Emdad Ul Hagq,

| RCMD president Dr Anwar

Hossain, RCMD past
Fresidents Ashfaque Ahmed
Khan. AKM Shamsuddin. Dr
M Ahsan., Fazle Rabbi and
Hamat U Ekram.

—=.

s . L s em—

DU Journalism

Deptt founding -

anniversary

The 'Department Day' of

§  the Mass Communication and
¥  Journalism Department of
& | Dhaka University will be ob-

served today, reports UNDB.
The function, marking the
33rd founding anniversary of
the department, will begin
with a colourful procession
from "Aparajeyo Bangla" at 10
am.. :
Programmes ol the day
also include discussion, cul-
lural function and freshers

Farhad Mazhar's
release demanded
By Staff Correspondent

Various orgahisations and
journalists in separate state-
ments yesterday resented the
arrest of Farhad Mazhar and
demanded his unconditional
release,

Mazhar, a poet, writer and
Chairman of the
Editors of the weekly 'Chin-
ta’, was arrested on July 30.

Leaders of 10 workers
bodies, 26 newsmen and Ain
O Salish Kendra (ASK), a hu-
man rights and legal aid cen-
tre, issued separate state-
ments demanding Mazhar's

Board of

reception at TSC at 4 pin. release.

Career Opportt_mlty

Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Amcilﬂnn
(BELA) invites applications for the following posts:

1. Staff Lawyers: LLB (Honours) degree with LLM
- having at least three first class in academic career.

2. Training Coordinator: LLB (Honours) degree with
' LLM having experience in organizing training

programmes, seminars, conferences, workshop etc.

Private Secretary: At least graduate, smart with
pleasant personality, experienced, proficiency in

computer and fluent in writing and speaking Bangla
and English. |
Applications addressed to BELA with CV, recent
photograph, contact telephone number must reach GPO
Box No. 3015 by 18 August, '95 mentioning the post
applied on Envelope. S-386
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KAWASAKI KISEN KAISHA LTD.
NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES

THE CONTAINERISED CARGO EX. GEORGE WASHINGTON
BRIDGE VOY-87W FROM HONGKONG, EX. SINGAPORE BRIDGE
VOY-65 FROM MANILA AND KEELUNG, EX. NEPTUNE TOPAZ VOY-
42W FROM KAOHSIUNG, EX. LEEWARD VOY-526S FROM BUSAN
HAVE BEEN RELAYED TO FEEDER VESSEL M. V. MENG KIAT
VOY -9517 IMPORT ROT. NO. 535 /95 IS DUE TO ARRIVE
CHITTAGONG ON OR ABOUT 02-8-1995.

CONSIGNEES ARE-REQUESTED TO TAKE DELIVERY OF THEIR
CARGO FROM FCL CONTAINERS WITHIN 5 (FIVE) DAYS FREE TIME

IS NOT CLEARED

FROM THE DATE OF LANDING. IF THE C
WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM LANDING THEN THE CARGO WILL BE
GOVERNED BY THE RELEVENT CUSTOMS ACT

AGENTS: "K" LINE BANGLADESH LTD.

3/F JIBAN BIMA BHAVAN,
1053, SK. MUIB ROAD,
AGRABAD, CHITTAGONG,
+ TEL : 503193 / 504784 / 505243
R AR TAR AR F I
~ FAX: (880-31) T10167

230, NEW CIRCULAR ROAD
MOGHBAZAR,

DHAKA-1217

TEL:416631 / 416562 / 836880-1
FAX: (880-2) 636886

~ BIWTC
Bangladesh inland Water
Transport Corporation

(An Inland Shipping Organisation) . _§!
5, Dilkusha Commercial Area, 3rd Floér, Dhaka-1000 :

t Carrying of Excess Load on Trucks is one of the major reasons I

~ for Road Accidents — Please do not carry Excess Cargo
Tender Enquiry No. BIWTC/LP-1/0033 (Vol-ill)

| Tender Notice for Rate Contract

|1. Wax sealed Tenders are invited by BIWTC, 5, Dilkusha C/A,
Dhaka-1000 from the bonafide Manutacturers in
Factory and Office/Show-Room in Dhaka, Narayanganj,

Chittagong and Khuina for supply of the follo'mng materials during
the year-1995-1997 against Rate Contracl.

- Description of Materials
Supply of Reported/Proven Heavy Duty New Battery

2 Tender documents with detailed specifications, terms and conditions
will be available on all working days from the Cash Section of
BIWTC Head Office, 5, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka, against cash
payment of Tk. 200/- (Taka two hundred) only (Non-refundable).
Eamest Money of Tk. 5000/- (Taka five thousand) only must be
furnished by the bidder in the form of Bank Guarantee/Pay Order
from any scheduled bank in favour of BIWTC, Dhaka.

—_
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3. Tender will be received in the Office of the Chief Purchase Mana-
ger, BIWTC, Dhaka, up to 11.00 hours on 20th August, 1995 and will
be opened on the same date at 11.30 hours in presence of the
bidders (if any). No tender schedule will be sold on the opening day.

4. BIWTC reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the fenders
| without assigning any reason whatsoever.

IBIWTC/PR/11/95-36 Mm-
|DFP.18658-29/7 Deputy Chief Purchase Manager
1G-1159 '
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