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Graf to call |

it a day?

FRANKFURT., Germany.
July 30: Her back hurting and
her tax records under
scrutiny. Steffi Graf is seri
ously thinking of ending her
tennis career. according to «
German news magazine, re
ports AP.

The top-ranked woman
player in the world could an
nounce here retirement in
the next lew weeks or alter
the US Open, the magazine
quoted an unidentified friend
of Graf as saving.

"It has never been that
close.” Spiegel quoted the
friend as saying.

"She is really thinking
very intensely about her re-
tirement. She is really noi
enjoying anything anymore.
the [riend was quoted as say
ing. according to Spiegel.
which released a summary ol
the article over the weekend.
before its issue hits news:
stands on Monday.

"She is asking herself why
she should go on playing.
the friend told Spiegel.

Her chronic back injury is
giving Gral again a lot of pain,
Spiegel said.

Graf's season has been re-
duced because of the back
ailment. But when she has
played. she has been invinci-
ble. Unbeaten this year, Graf
has won the French Open
and Wimbledon.

She has pulled out of the
upcoming San Diego event
because of the back injury.

Spiegel also published
new allegations about Graf's
laxes.

The magazine said Graf's

STEFFI GRAF

clan had made no Lax decla-
ration for four years. paying
only seven millions vmarks
(dirs 5 million) taxes on an
estimated income of 35 mil-
lion marks (dirs 25 million).
Taxes in Germany often go as
high as 50 per cent of the in-
come.

McRae leads

955 Subaru World Rally
Team driver Colin McRae
shot from fifth to first place
in the Rally of New Zeland
after the accident which
side-lined Saturday nights
leader Tommi Makinen. said
a press release yesterday.

McRae, winner of this
event for the past two years,
now leads the rally by a full
12 seconds at the half-way
stage — with his strongest
stages still to come.

"Stage 10 was always going
to be a test for us.” explains
Colin. "We knew that it
Tommi was quicker than us
on a twisting stage like that
he would be very difficult to
catch.”

In the event he need not
have worried his perfor-

SUBARU

mance on the longest stage of
the day left his rivals trailing
in his wake — and sounded a
warning that the Subarus are
likely to dominate the de-

manding 45 km Motu Road
stage today.

"Colins speed on the
twisting sections is incredi-
ble — he's uncaichable ' said
second placed Didier Auriol.
“l think that tomorrow he
will wave us goodbye in the
morming.

McRae's teammate Ric
hard Burns remained well
within sight of the leaders —
despite being hampered by a
minor electrical problem. He
finished the day less than a
minute behind McRae in 7th
place. With less than 30 sec-
onds separating them from
third placed Armin Schwarz,
Richard and co-driver Robert
Reid are confident they too
can take full advantage of the
Subaru Impreza 555's superb
handling on the Motu Stage.

The third 555 Subaru
World Rally Team driver
Possum Bourne started the
day fighting to stay in 10th
place and unhappy with the
way his car was handing.
However, after switch his
suspension set up midway

the day. his confi-
dence improved enormously
and he finished the day in
ninth place with a 5 1/2
minute lead over his closest
rival.
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"n.lmm L Seles und "hl.uunﬂ Ndvruuiuva poses hefore atart.lng t.heu' exhibition matr:h at
the Atlantic City Convention Centre in New Jersey on July 29. The game which
Seles won, marked her long-awaited return to competitive tennis after a break of two

.years.

ATLANTIC CITY.
New Jersey,
July 30: Former
world number
one Monica Se-
her long-awaited

les niade
return o competitive tennis

with a 6-3. 6-2 straight sets
victory over Martina Navrati-
lova in an exhibition match
on Saturday. report agencies.

Playing before a national
television audience and a
crowd ol 7.500 at the Atla-
ntic City Convention Center,
the 21-year-old Yugoslav-born
American brandishing a
wicked serve and attacking
shois she once only dreamed
of taking.

It was the first public
match for Seles since being
stabbed in the back by an
admitted fan of rival Steffi
Gral at the Citizen Cup in
Hamburg, Germany, on April
30. 1993,

"It was an unbelievable
leeling. just great.” said Seles
ol the moment she [first

walked back on to a tennis
court, 'l cant even put in
words.

"The

! > electricity of the
crowd

is what 1 missed
most,” said Seles, who was
given a lengthy standing owva-
tion before the match by the
sell-oul crowd.

"I want to thank the fans
for all their support through
a difticult time. It's great to

be back. Hopefully, in the
next tew vears I'll be a lot
better.’

The WTA tour has agreed
to co-rank her as number one
with Steffi Graf of Germany
for a limited period and Seles
will play in the US Open next
month

The 38-vear-old Navra-
tilova. also a former world
number one. has retired from
singles play but still
competes in doubles.

Nervous and tentative at
t.hp start. "5-15']?5 opened with

a double-fault, the first of six
by her in the match. But she
won the next point stretch-
ing for a backhand and pass-
ing Navratilova down the line.
[t was vintage Seles, and
there would be plenty more
ol those along with applause
by an impressed Navratilova.
For the first few games,
the match seemed subdued,
as if it were anticlimactic to
her actual return. Seles had
received a (wo-minute stand-
ing ovation when she came
on court, smiling, giggling,
walking Lall in a white dress,
then burying her face in her
hands almost in embarrass-
ment. She slapped a high-five
with Navralilova, exchanged
kisses. and began her come-

back in earnest a few minutes
later.

Seles won the first game
with a service winner as hard
as any she hit in the past.
And by the time her grunting
grew louder midway through
the first set, she seemed as
good as ever.

The court was surrounded
by security guards — 65 from

the Convention Center, 30,

Atlantic City police officers,
20 guards from the Caesars
Palace casino-hotel, one of
the sponsors of the event.

Seles sat on changeovers
as she always did, back to the
crowd, facing the court, the
same way she sat when she
was stabbed. But here, she
was far from anyone's reach,
and a bodyguard sat behind
her.

In the second set, Seles
double-faulted only twice, a
small penalty for a much big-
ger serve than she had two
years ago. She had two aces
and several service winners,
played aggressively, moved
well in minacing steps and
hit hard from both sides.

Those passing shots were
not a mirage.” Havralilwa

— AFP/UNB photo

Seles shows old hands

said. "Monica's going to be a
contender wherever she
plays. The second point, she
hit a laser shot down the line
... to me, she looks the same
as she did two years ago. It's
like she was in a time warp,
or something.”

Seles broke Navratilova to
start the second set, broke
her again with a crushing
forehand return for a 5-2
lead, then hugged her at the
end after putting away the
maich on serve.

Navratilova, nursing a
groin strain, may not have
played her best match, but
she gave Seles a fair test, and
the result showed that Seles
is ready right now to chal-
lenge the best players in the
game for the dominance she
once had, She'll be ranked
co-No, 1 when she starts
tournament play, and she
gave plenty of evidence that
she could have regained that
ranking quickly even without
anyone's help.

Seles became the youngest
number one ranked player in
tennis history in 1991 at age
17. Since 1991, she had re-
tained the number one rank-
ing' until the stabbing in
Germany forced her to with-
draw from the WTA tour.

Seles has indicated she
hopes to play one and possi-
bly two tune-up tournaments
prior to the start of the US
Open on August 28th,

Seles was often consumed
by laughter during her post-
match press conference, an
indication she is happy and
relaxed about her return to
competitive tennis.

"l felt very comfortable ™
Seles said. "Everybody was so
nice and they all said won-
derful things. So [ felt totally
at ease. | think today | was
playing the big points well
and hopefully I'll be able to
carry it on to the US Open.”

Reeve, Smith stage fight-back

LONDON, July
30: An un-
broken seventh
wicket stand of

_j 108 by Dermot
P Reeve and Neil
Smith denied Nor-thamp-
tenshire in their top-of-the-
table county cham-pionship
clash with War-wickshire at
Edgbaston on Saturday,
reporis Reuter.

The champions were slar-

ing defeat in the face at 53
for six after Indian leg spin

ner Anil Kumble had taken
four for 32 in 16 overs.

But Reeve (56 not out) and
Smith (54 not out) dropped
anchor to keep alive
Warwickshire's hopes of an
unlikely win

The pair guided Warwick-
shire to 161 for six at the
close. 114 runs short of
victory. but still in with a
chance

Russell Warren had earlier
made 70 as the visitors were
all out for 346 in their sec-
ond innings, South African
Allan Donald taking six for 95
for the home side

Middlesex and Lancashire
kept up the pressure on the
leading pair by completing
victories over Sussex and
Somerset respectively.

Yorkshire, however, sul-
fered a big blow at the hands
of Nottinghamshire after
their batsmen - failed once
again

And in the fourth match to
finish inside three days.
Leicestershire came out Lops
against Surrey with the help
of an impressive bowling dis-
play by Allan Mullaly

Middlesex completed a
miserable week for Suseex,
who parted company with
cricket manager Norman
Gifford on Wednesday, by
condemning the basement
club to defeat by an innings
and 286 runs at Lord’s.

It was a fourth successive

win for Middlesex — and the
fourth defeat on the trot lor
Sussex, who collapsed to 115
all out after resuming at 13
without loss in their second
innings.

While New Zealander Dion
Nash and Paul Weeks took
three wickets apiece for
Middlesex. bowlers Gary
Yates and Gary Keddy spun
Lancashire to a 10-wicket
success over Somerset on a
turning wicket at Taunton.

The visitors needed only
six runs from their second
innings after sending
Somerset back for 273, Yales
picking up four for 67 and
Keddy two for 8]  Andy
Hayhurst [inished unbeaten
on 70 for the home side.

Returns of four for 32 by
New Zealand all-rounder
Chris Cairns and four for 65
by Jimmy Hindson helped
Nottinghamshire (o beat
Yorkshire by eight wickets at
Trent Bridge.

The home side set them-
selves just 17 after skittling
Yorkshire for 163 in their
second innings

Leicestershire's Mullaly
took five for 47 and Adrian

Siemerink
in final

AMSTERDAM. July 30:
Jan Siemerink became the
first Dutchman in 17 years to
reach the final of the
Netherlands International,
defeating Austria's Gilbert
Schaller on Saturday 7-6 (8-
6). 6-7 (7-4). 6-4, reports
AP

In the final the Dutchman
will face qualifier Marceleo

Rios of Chile, who beat
Spain's Carlos Costa 7-6 (7-
1). 6-0.

After the first
set. Siemerink n:ulud an
chance enurljr uﬂnd
set 10 gain a break and ended
up being forced into a third.

* Plerson chipped in with four

for 133 as their side com-

pleted an innings and 37-run
win over Surrey at Grace

Sport

| Lewis may miss

world meet

COLORADO SPRINGS,
(‘olorado, July 30: Eight
times Olympic champion Carl
LLewis strained his left ham-
siring while competing in
the US Olympic festival long
jump on Saturday, jeopardis-
ing what he said would be his
last World Championships,
reporis Reuter.

Lewis injured his leg on
his third attempt at the festi-
val, a multi-sport competi-
lion. and said he did net
know if he would go to the
championships, which begin
Friday in Gothenburg,
Sweden, with the long jump
scheduled to start on August
11.

‘I'm going home to
Houston, and we'll see,” the
34-year-old Lewis said. "If I
don't feel 100 per cents, |
won't be there.”

Lewis said that as his left
loot touched the runway on
the 20th of his 21-stride ap-
proach he left a cramp in his
left leg.

"I was so close to the pit
that I couldn't stop," Lewis
said. "I had to jump. And
when 1 landed and the leg
was cramping, that's what
strained it."

Lewis still won the com-
petition, leapong a wind-as-
sisted 8.12 metres (26 feet,
73/4 inches) on his first at-
tempt.

He later said the
Gothenburg meeting would
be his last World Champi-
onship.

"l won't go to Greece." he
said of the site of the 1997
World
"Greece is great, but | don't
like Athens."

Darnyi plans
a comeback

BUDAPEST, July 30: Ol-
ympic swimming champion
Tamas Darnyi. who retired
last year, is set to make his
international comeback at
nex! month's University

Games in Fukuoka, Japan,
reports Reuter.

Damyi, double individual
medley champion at two
Olympics and twe World
Championships, was named
in Hungary's University
Games swimming team after
the recent national champl-
onships.

Agassi, Sampras
in Canadian

Open final

MONTREAL. July 30: An-
dre Agassi and Pete Sampras,
the worlds top-ranked
players, beat Swedish
opponents Saturday to ad-
vance (o the final of the
Canadian Open. reports AP.

‘I always want to play
Pete. said the top-ranked
Agassi, who routed Mats
Wilander 6-2. 6-0 in a windy
atternoon match.

Sampras. in his first tour-
namenl since capturing his
third consecutive Wimbledon
title. beal 12th-seeded
Thomas Engvist 3-6. 6-3, 7-
617-3) in a night match.

Sampras fought off a
match point at 5-6 in the

third set. but then overpow-
ered Engvist in the
tiebreaker.

Agassi, who replaced

Sampras at No. 1 on April 10,
is seeking his 400th career
match victory. Sampras has
won 395 matches.

Agassi used the wind to
his advantage against
Wilander

World Number | Andre Agassi of the United States

acknowledges

the fans after brushing aside Swede Mats

Wilander 6-2, 6-0 in the semifinal of the Canadian

in Montreal on July 29.

— AFP/UNB

Championships.
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Ottey dreams of a double

PARIS, July 30:
Merlene Ottey,.
the world's favo-
urite sprinter,
3 will be rolling

back the years at Gothenburg
as she bids for a remarkable
100m-200m double at the
grand old age of 35, reports

Ottey's grace and speed
have been delighting crowds
since the Jamaican won a
bronze medal at the 1980
Olympics in Moscow, going
on the dual bronze medals at
the Los Angeles Olympics in
1984, but she has only re-
cently thrown off the tag of
perpetual bridesmaid.

Between 1987 and 1991,
Ottey racked up a 57-race
unbeaten run in the 100m.
only to be counted out of the
semifinals at the 1988
Olympics in Seoul because of
bronchial problems. A few
days later, she came fourth in
the 200m.

American Florence
Griffith-Joyner completed a
stunning double in those
Games, and another double —
this time from East German
Katrin Krabbe — denied Ottey
success in the 1991 World
Championships.

Krabbe won both races
ahead of Gwen Torrence,
with Ottey taking the bronze.

However, Krabbe's dope
test failures in 1992, and her
subsequent three-year ban,
has given Ottey a different
perspective on the latter de-
feat. Indeed, the Jamaican is
convinced that, but for East
European drugs programmes,
her medal collection would
he a good deal more impres-
sive, -

Ottey finally emerged as a
title winner in her own right
at Stuttgart two years ago, but
not without some heartache
along the way.

She was denied the 100m
title by American Gail Devers
after a protracted study of
|he photo-finish and a vain

|

appeal by the Jamaican camp,

who claimed Ottey's chest

was first across the line. In
fact. Devers' shoulder was.
’Fn the last ﬂw.- metres :l

MERLENE OTTEY
caught her and 1 believe |
won the race, even il she got
the gold medal," she said.

Beaten by 1,000th of a

second ., Ottey responded
three days later by winning
the 200m hands down and
receiving a memorable ova-
tion from the crowd.

Now, after an impressive
start to the season, she pre-
pares for her fifth World
Championship in the hope of
achieving an elusive double of
her own. R

In a single five-day period
earlier this month, Ottey ran
four races at three Grand
Prix meetings and won every
one.

The roller-coaster started
on Monday in Paris, where
she equalled her own 100m
world's best of the year with
11.00 sec — a mark which
lasted only 48 hours as Ottey

clocked
Lausanne.

The Swiss meet was par-
ticularly satisfying as she
came from behind to beat her
eternal American rival,
Torrence, in the 200m.

The storyline was un-
changed in London on the
Friday, where she comfort-
ably took the 200m event,
beating luckless compatriot
Julie Cuthbert for the fourth
time in a week.

And although Torrence
later took her revenge at the
Bislett Games in Oslo and in
Monaco, Ottey believes she is
in shape to see of Torrence —
just turned 30 — and the
chasing posse of emerging
youngsters.

"They think of me was the
grandmother,” she said.

"But that's alright. They
young ones are still afraid of
me."

Ottey’'s ability to stay at the
top, when most athletes of
her generation have long
hung up their spikes, raises
inevitable comparisons with
Britain's Linford Christie.

Both born in Jamaica, both
rated as the world's top
sprinters and still going at
35, the pair were also late-
comers to success — Christie
establishing himself only at
the Barcelona Olympics in
1992.

And Ottey acknowledges
that Christie's staying power
has also fuelled her own.

"l watched him break the
world indoor 200m record at
Lievin this year and it gave
me a real boost.” she said.

"It made me think, he's
the same age, running better
than ever, so why not me?"

In the coming weeks, both
athletes will be put to the
test against the best the
world has to offer.

But in the opinion of
many, Ottey is the more
likely to return home with a
guld medal or two in her lug-

10.92 to win in

PARIS, July 30

Linford Christi:
knows he must
overcome Lhe
most heart-
rending season
of his career if the British
Olympic champion is to
retain his 100m world title at
'Gothenberg, reports AFP.

. Pegsonal tragedy. failure
and frustration have com-
bined to make the past two
months the most demanding
of his career as an athlete.

Yet those who remain
loyal to Britain's greatest-ever
sprinter — and they are many
— still believe he can again
overcome the American chal-
lenge in Sweden.

Christie's darkest hours
came in a single week in
June. he announced in an
emotional (elevision inter-
view that he quit at the end
ol the season.

A hostile press, an un-
helpful athletics federation
and the constant pressure
literally drove the 35-year-
old to the brink of tears.

"I can't take any more. |
just can't,” he said. "Every day
| get up and just want to walk
away from the sport.”

Thirty-six hour later, the
torment turned to anger as
he prepared to fly out of
Germany.

As Christie headed for an
airline desk, he turned to the
press corps and said: "If you
lot want some today, you'll
have something else to write
Jdbout. okay? 1 don't want to
see any bloodshed on this
airport but if you want some.”

The following day, his
mother died in a London
hospital, Christie withdrew
lrom the meeting at
Nuremberg and returned
home.

it looked very much like a
season in ruins, particularly
as his performances on the
irack had been patchy ever
since he shocked rveryunt —
Inrluding himself —

breaking the world indoor
200m record in February.
Beaten in his first two
Grand Prix races of the out-
door season — fifth in a 200m
at St Denis and then second
to Davidson Ezinwa in the
|00m in Rome — Christie
looked like a man in trouble.

Yet the Jamaican-born

Briton tonfounded*hi® Efitics

the following week.
On Tuesday, he led the

-mﬂm in Madrid from start to

finish. despite a late surge by
the fastest man in the world

LINFORD CHRISTIE

this year. Canada's Donovan
Bailey, and a headwind of
4.0m. |
On Saturday, the day after
his mother's funeral, Christie
stormed to his sixth consecu-
tive European Cup 100m in
10.05 sec and then anchored
the 4X100m relay team to
victory at Lille. He added the
200m crown the following
day in 20.09, his best time
since the Seoul Olympiel

A dating with destiny

Since then, Christie's
form has wavered.

He ran a 10.06 sec to win
in Paris against a top-class
field — comfortably beating
Ezinwa, Namibia's 200m
world champion Frankie
Fredericks and Americans .

Jon Drummnnd ‘and Carl

Hn
well in Lausann:
fourth in a race won by the
man most tipped for the
world title in Sweden, Mike
Marsh.

Nevertheless, a win-as-
sisted 10.03 for Christie was
some consolation and he was
not long.in returning to his
winnings says, taking the
Bislett Games dash in 10.12
sec two weeks later.

In short, christie has
shown that he is capable of
anything this season — in-
cluding not even turning up
on the track, as he did in
Barcelona when he snubbed

the World Indoor
Championships despite a
personal plea from I[AAF

president Primo Nebiolo. _

He may not be the
favourite for Gothenberg's top
event, but few will be
suprised if his awesome
mental strength, along with
improving form, come to-
gether at the right time for a
second world title.

In Stuttgart two years ago,
pre-race American favourite
Andre Cason twice dipped
below the 10 sec barrier in
the heats and ran a personal
best 9.92 in the final — only
to be blown away by Christie's
winning 9.87.

Christie, who won all his
major races last year — re-
taining his Commonwealth
and European titles, used
Stuttgart to deal the
Americans a second body
blow after he stunned them
at the Barcelona Olympics.

In Gothenberg, Marsh
could well suffer the same
fate.

Pedroso poised for more

SESTRIERE.

ltaly, July 30:
Cuban Ivan
Pedrosoe, who
on Saturday set
a world long
jump record of 8.96 metres,
is confident he can beat the
nine-metre mark, reports
Reuter.

In fact. he says he already
had crossed the line earlier
this year only to have the
juinp declared void.

!

“lI jumped 9.03 metres al
the Pan-American Games in
March but was judged to have
had my foot over the board,”
he said after Saturday's his-
toric leap.

From the expression on
his face it was clear he be-
lieved he was only a hair's
breadth away from making an
official jump.

“Nine metres is a reach-
able target,” the softly spo-
ken Pedroso said. “1 feel sure
I will (do it). | just can't say
when or where.”

After the stunning ad-
vances he has made this sea-
son it would take a brave per-
son to bet against the 22.
year-old as he bids for fresh

glory .

The slightly built Pedroso
makes up for his slender
frame with a fine technigue,
hitting the board at great
speed and then somehow
pulling himself the
air towards the far end of the
pit.

Born in Havana in
December 1972, he started
running in cross country
events as a child before an
when he was 12

trainer Milan
in, encourag-
ing him to take up the long

“He had a bad foot and the

who travels with his young
star on the European circuit.
Pedrosp cleared seven
metres when he was just 15
and went on to record 8.06
metres in 1990 at the age of
18. The same year he came
in fourth in the World Junior

Championships in Bulgaria.

He also finished fourth in

the 1992 Barcelona Olyn
and the following Vyear

claimed a world indoor title.

However, the same year
saw him miss the Stuttgart
World Championships be-
cause of injury and 1994 saw
a string of unexceptional
jumps.

But things finally came
right in the first half of 1995
as he lifted the Cuban and
central American long jump
record to 8.68 metres In
June and twice beat Mike
Powell, who until Saturday
held the world record with
his leap of 8.95 metres made
at the Tokyo World Cham-

pionships in August 1981,



