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FOCUS

T HE last decade has
t about outbu-
rsts of dormant poli-
tical and racial conflicts
transmitting violent u
vals throughout the . h
Rwanda, in mnearly four
months. more than half of its
inhabitants were either killed
in conflicts, died f[rom
diseases or ﬂed iUHHCH}.

mothers. Although statistics
show that women are more
likely to send money back

. home after migrating, they,

nevertheless, become captive

of their low standing both as .

migrants and as women.

. Their lack of education when
‘competing with men further

‘limit their scopes. They usu-

ally find themselves enduring
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From Myanmar, Chechnya.
Somalia. Guatemala, Rwanda,

Alghanistan. Bosnia. to cile a
few regions, migrants have
been sprawling and are still
on the increase.

- The UNHCR estimates

that worldwide, "23 million
refugees and 26 million in-
ternally displaced people
have been forced to leave
their homes because of con-
flict, massive human rights
abuse, or the direct effects of
conflict, such as famine and
lawlessness.” It is of interest
to note that the greatest bulk
_of refugees have found asylum
not in North America or
Europe as we would expect,
but in Asia. Africa and Latin
- America. Certain nations,
which are the poorest in the
world,: have taken in the
- most refugees. Their munifi-
- cence frequently eclipses
that of the developed nations.
- As surprising as it may
sound. néarly 75 per cent of
migrant refugees are women
and their children. Those
who are most affected by dis-
placement are young girls,
older widows and single

mnrgmal tasks l:tl-unguuhud
by meager pay and low secu-
rity. Furthermore, language
barriers make them increas-
ingly vulnerable. They are un-
able to protest against in-
fringements on management
and labor laws. More so, em-
ployers perceive migrant

women as economical, sub-

missive and dispensable.
Women, particularly
refugee women, are most ex-
posed to rape and further
forms of sexual abuse and vio-

lence. Rape is used as a

weapon to persecute, to ter-
rorize or for “"ethnic cleans-
ing”. It drives refugee fami-
lies from .their homes, and
civilians become the targeted
rather than the randem vic-
tims of armed conflict.

Subsequently, the passage
towards a haven is itself
smeared with perils of sexual

violence and exploitation.
Their malefactors may
range from anywhere be-
tweenn bandits, smugglers,
border guards, police. mili-

tary, or even civilians taking
aﬁmtaa:ufunpmteetadand
defenseless refugees.

Versus
‘studies have

Once in exile, women and
girls are still exposed to sex-
ual violence, by their camp
officials or other refugees.
Some countries immediately
put children, men and
women (who enter without
visas), regardless of their sex
or age. in jail or detention
centres along with delin-
quents. The capacity for vio-
lationt in these circumstances

.is evident. Women are ofien

coerced to have sex in order
to safeguard their papers, ra-
tions and even their children.
In 1993 occurrences of rape
was reported as frightfully
h:ﬁ at camps for Somali

in Kenya, beset by
robbers and the Somali
armed force. Hundreds of

refugees were, in fact, barely
noticed. Only very recently
™ have' been com-

posed on how to thwart and
retaliate st the sexual
violéence confronted by
women. These are based on
suggestions by those experi-
enced with the rape and
piracy attacks on Vietnamese
boat-people, rapes of Somali

women refugees were raped ';3 ik

in night raids.

Until very recently, stud-
ies had not been conducted
on women migrant refugees.
Yet it seems that now, we
have finally acknowledged
the special needs of women
migration. Recent
shown that
women do not solely
in order follow their hus-
bands or partners, but pri-
marily because they want to
find work. Yet, altogether,
the i ation procedure
remain biased towards men,
confining women's accession
into assistance or support
services. Moreover, until

now, there has been insignif-

icant measures of interven-
tion to safeguard refugee
women; to deter unlawful
traffic in women, and prosti-
tution that is increasingly
rampant in the cities of the
developing world. WDmcn

Refugees: Acknowledging the
Perils of Exiled Women

women in Kenya, and the
ethnic cleansing rapes in
Boani i

This August-September,
brings about the World's
Fourth World Conference on
Women, where more: than
36,000 'women have regu
tered to attend. the
critical areas of on
the agenda are

ence

‘I_h!- Blaily Star 5

against women, and the lack
of awareness and commit-
ment to women's human

Harborage and protection
are at the crux of the obliga-

tions and responsibilities that

the world carries towards
refugees. Refugee women call
for steps to protect them-
selves against sexual violence
and exploitation, and have

 distinct exigencies in terms |

of shelter, supplies and
health care. Let us hope that
this conference will grant the
wishes of all those who, far’
. away from their homes, in an
-alien and sometimes hostile
‘environment, seek to live
normal lives.

The Changmg Landscape of Dhaka

HE landscape of Dha-

I ka is changing. It is
being transformed

into uniform features. These
days you will not find many (I
wonder il  any) varieties in
Dhaka's landscape. Gone are

i:_i; t-l',ﬁ:E" g 'H-.Pif:iﬁ,-':.'.'::._‘.:.n:;.. =

the days when you would find
a vaslt green field here. a
glittering lake there, or a
thicket of some trees round
Lthe corner,

Dhaka has gone through a
fast. roddical aoaul. unfoertu-
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nately. devastating period of
change. Todav there are only
blocks ol concrete, patches
ol bittnmen and  heaps of

i uf-d r:nul

._.r
"‘-
s
.g.
A

~witnessed

garbage. The few good things
that still remain are being
removed at horrendous

speed. The people of Dhaka

have comprehensively de-
leated their East European
counterparts in removing the
relics ol the past.

Although | have not car-

SR FRET. T

|:uthjne' t‘]l cﬁ:ﬂiﬂt
right from my
door step are convincing
enough to draw some con-
clusions.

Fifteen years ago the area
just in front of our Mirpur
residence was an open plain.
This area. about one square
kilometre in size, bore a
siriking resemblance to the
Rar lands of Bihar and W.
Bengal. With only a tin-shed
colony ol government em-
plovees and a handful of scat-
lered establishments dotting
the plain. our eyes could
reach where the ttees of the
Beotanical Garden had turned
flimsy and grey. And there
were numerous palm trees.

Whlspers and Shouts Force a

Change of Tactic

Abby Tan writes from Manila

Western human rights campaigners and Southeast Asian leaders who
trade and investment are both c

Kyi. But the full significance of her freedom is not yet clear.

whispers.
Wesiern governments are
claiming that demands _for an

Lunentary seats — made

‘Myanmar. the name for
rBurma adopled by the gener-
‘als, an international pariah.

- Pressure included a virtual
h-llt o Western investment

ing to the military govern-
me1n about easing up on re-

pression while pumping in
investments to suppert the
authoritarian regime.

The group's most pros-
Perous members -
Siugapere. Thailand and
Malaysia — have been mvest-
ing heavily. and the organisa-
tion is enticing Myanmar 1o
join a greater ASEAN. The

blec sees Msell expanding
from the curremt

six smembers 0 10 in order
to consolidate regional secuy-

Vietnam is hurriedly being
taken in as a member, and
Cambeodia is joining Laos in
having observer status.

Myanmar is interested in
becoming the tenth member
but only at its own pace, be-
ing ever paranoid over for-
eign interference in its af-
fairs.

Last December., Lt Gen
Khin Nyunt, intelligence
chief of ruling State Law
and Order Restoration
Council (SLORC), said, not
surprisingly. that he pre-
ferred the ASEAN approach
and wished the West would
adopt it

As an incentive, SLORC of-
fered business opportunities
to ASEAN in exchange for the
group’s refusal to Lake a con-
frontational attitude over
democracy and human rights.

The West was aware of the
lost oppertunities, and Suu
Kyi's release may lead to a re-
sumption of deal-making.

In addition, several

diplomats in the region pri-
warn that Western

‘was quoted

to focus on

credit for the release of Burma's Aung San Suu

as saying.
"Involvement of third parties
could upset this movement.”

SLORC must feel confident
about its ability to control the
situation. Gross domestic
product has grown six per
¢ent per year in the last two
years; China and Thailand
have poured consumer goods
in through a thriving border
irade; a new enirepreneurial
class has emerged: Rangoon
is seeing a growth in shops,
restaurants and . the gov-
ernment has forged peace.
pacts with many ethnic in-
surgent groups, though has
still not done so with Karens
on the Thai border.

Meanwhile, the junta is
writing a new constitution,
which will preserve a role for
the armed forées. The next
president or leader has to be
a military officer, which rules
out Suu Kyi.

She has said she will con-
sult opposition leaders about
her political role. Mlhm.l.'h
intelligence chief Khin Nyunt

before Suu
Kyi's release that she held
the key to the long-térm so-
lution to s interna-
tional isolation, SLORC wants
her to play a positive role but
not necessarily a pivotal one.
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" the red Soil of the field lay

1{Jlten as a bunch of kids, we

would start counting these
ilrees and in no time we
would be staring at a tree,
scratching our heads, won-
dering whether we had al-
ready counted it or not.
Anyone who has ever tried to
count stars will realize our

recall
thodé days’ of {‘.‘;‘lmtra whefi

naked, With its grass
carpeting removed by the dry
spell of winter and the con-
tinuous pounding of men and
animals, the formidable ex-
panse of red was never bar-
ren. The soil was dry and
hard but even as a kid we
could feel its beauty. It was
open ad pure,

But gone are those good
old days. Numerous
have sprouted all over the
place. The palm trees once
numerous are now only a
handful. And the few that
remain are hard to find
amongst a forest of
Several hundred multi-sto-

| ried garment factories, shop-

ping malls and business cen-
tres now dot the place. Our
gaze abruptly bumps into the

- Seven

multi storied buildings that
stand" just in front of our
house. Since we experienced
the first earth-quake, some
ago. I have often
wished (let the owner and

the occupants of these build-

ings not read this) that one
morning | will wake up and
see all these ugly structures
have been reduced to rubble.
| don't mind development.

After all, all these garments
have provided a better life for
hundreds of poor folks. But
had the owners left a patch of
open space for us to breath
freely. the development
would have been more hu-

1 would personally like to
thank our football clubs —

(although they have badly
mauled the aspirations of the
nation everytime they got the
chance!) they do save a few
islands of green in an ever
expanding ocean of gray. And
Green Peace, Friends of
Earth, and all other green

groups, should immediately.

congratulate the armed
cadets of Dhaka University.
Because it's on account of
these hoodlums, that no
godforsaken developer will
ever dream of building a
highrise apartment or a
shopping mall on the green
field in front of the Register

Building.

CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS

In Search of a Way Out

"To Ensure Free and Fair

Election, a Caretaker Gout
has No Alternative

An Interview with Awami League Central
Leader Advocate Sudhangsu Shekhar
Halder by Chapal Bashar.

DVOCATE Sudhangsu
A&lmkhar Halder, a pro- ™

minent lawver and
parliamentaridn, feels that
the existing political crisis,
vreated over the gqueéstion of
holding elections under a
caretaker government., can

only be solved through 'cha-

nging conslitutional prov-
iIsions in a proper way.' He,
however. stressed that
consensus of all the political
parties is a prerequisite for

-~ this.
In an interview with The &=

Daily Star, Halder, alsp a cen-
tral leader of the Awami
League, expressed his views
il Lthe persisting political

cand constitutional crisis.

Halder. who was elected
member ol Jativa Sangsad
iwice — in 1979 and 199],
suggested that the ruling
party should spell out a spe-
cilic formula in the
Parliament to end the politi-
ral deadlock as demanded by
all the opposition parties.
“The formula should contain
such solution as will be ac-
ceptable to*all Lhe parties
concerned.” he said empha-
sising that il is the govern-
ment who should take initia-
tive and come forward to

| solve the crisis.

"The ball lies in the ruling
party’s court from the very
beginning the conse-
gquernices will be disastrous if
the crisis persisted further",
he added.

Elaborating his contention
about changing coristitutional
provision, Advocate Halder
said. "The proposal or theme
of an election under a neutral
caretaker government for any
term requires amendment of
the present constitution.”

The AL leader. however,
did not agree with the idea of
posi-facto ratification of any
amendment to the constitu-
tion by the next Parliament
as suggested by different
quariers, since, aecording:to
him. it will create more
probleins.

He believes that any think-
ing vl posi-lacto ratification
of constitutional amendment
does not tantamount to the
legality ol any pmirlﬂ.\n of the
constitution.

"Such thinking cannot
have any sasictity or legalify of
any ‘constitutional provision
and on that basis nothing
could be done for future rati-
fication”, he asserted.

Halder also pointed out
that under Article 93 of the

constitution, the President
has no power to chanpge
constitutional provision

through Ordinance. "Only the
Parliament, with support of
two-third of the total mem-
bers, can amend the consti-
tution.”

He maintained that any

if made thrnugh consensus of
al the parties outside the
Parliament, cannot have any
legality to hold a Parltament
election and subsequently the
said election cannot be rati-
fied post-facto in the next
Parliament.

Advocate Halder referred
to ratification of Martial Laws

upund amcndmem ﬁi

in the previous Parliaments’

and said, "Election of those
Parliaments were held under
Martial Laws, All the Martial
Law proclamations or coups-
de-tat had the sanction of the
court all through as supra-
constitutional law and those
had functioned al:t:urding!y
The proclamations and
lations were ratified by thc
Parliament subsequently.
Opposing post-facto ratifi-
-calion formula, Halder fur-
ther argued that unanimous

. decision of political parties

and the people as a whole
cannot be termed to be an
act of Parliament or provision
of the constitution. "No ac-
tion could be taken on that
basis unless a legislation is
made to that effect. including
tHe changing or altering or
repealing of any provision of
the constitution”, he said
adding, "as a whole, people's
opinion vis-a-vis Martial Law
proclamation do not stand on
the same footing — proclama-
tion stands over constitution
but people's opinion: stands
within the eonstitution.™

When asked how the crisis
created over caretaker gov-
ernmernt issue can be solved
within the constitutional
framework avoiding a post-
facto ratification, Halder said.
'If all the parties hold a unan-
imous opinion for caretaker
government., then nothing
stumbles the process of being
the said idea from making a
part of the constitution.”

For ensuring a free and
fair election, Halder said that
the caretaker government
has no alternative.

"Caretaker government for
al least ghree terms in this
country is essential to make
the votes bold enough to cast
their voters freely, to debar
the domain of miscreants in
the election booths", he con-
cluded.

LTHOUGH the com-

Aplt"lt takeover of the

home entertainment
market by the VCR in recent
years has almost made most
middle-class Dhakaites forget
that movies were once
exclusively viewed in cinema
halls. there are Lhose of us
who stlH prefer to watch
movies on the big screen
whenever possible. While
video has. certainly made it
possible to see fllms more
frequently. with greater ecase
and less expense. it somehow
lacks Lhe excilement and the
sense ol occasion that going
lo see a 1ilm in a cinema hall
provides.

Noy that the "unique at-
mosphere’ ol the DHaka halls
ever necessarily came with-
out a price. On one occasion
when | had gone out with a
group ol Iriends to a little-
known hall in Motijheel, we
diseovered why no-one else
we knew had ever heard of it.
We were unable to watch the
movie at all. because we were
much too busy trying to kill
all the ravenows little "chhar
pokas’ (bedbugs) which had
decided that we
dinner of the day!

Mufassil theaires had
their own little eccentrici-

ties. A friend who went to see
a film when visiting
Jhenaidah found that the

‘extra seats’ which had been
sel up to accommmodate addi-
tional members of the audi-
ence consisted of shaky
wooden sioals. divided into
rows by bamboe polea The
"usher” kindly warned them
not o lean backwards. or
they would fall off the stools
and injure themselves, be-
cause the bamboos were not
ued firmly enough to lean

against! That even this failed

to detract from the enjoy-
ment for some of the local

residents indicates what a

were the

special treat a visit to the
cinema was viewed as.

When a tremendous thun-
derstorm broke out in the
middie of the film, a who
had accompanied my
to the movie announced that
she had to go home to look in
pn her children, who were
there alone. Despite all at-
tempts at persuasion. she
insisted on going. My friend
was amazed to realise, about
half an hour later, that the
l:me lady was sitting next to

r again. Upon
she informed h:m
been home, fed her children,
and raced back through the

———

Movie Mania

pouring ftain to catch the
second hall of the film! She
came to the cinema too in-

frequently to miss this
chance . . ...
The choice of English

films shown in Dhaka
cinema halls has always been
so restricted that one has
often had little choice in se-

lecting which movie (o go 10.

For example, a few years ago
| went to see a film called

"The Horror of Spider Island”
at the Ovishar cinema hall
with . a whole bunch. of
friends, whigch turned out fo
be a black and white film, a
remnant of the late sixties or

early seventies, and quite \

honestly, the most horrifying
thing: about it was the ap-
palling quality of the special
effects, While most of the
audience screamed in terror
at the half man/half spider
creature which went about
devouring the women
trapped on a lonely island,
the six of us holed with
laughter in the rear seats!

Bangla films can be
equally enlertaining at times,
especially in the right com-
pany. When an American
friend was visiting Dhaka a
few years ago, we decided to
lake him to see a Bangla film,
‘Jiner Badshah". The trailers
of the film had promised all
kinds of new delights, and
this was one time when those
promises were kept!

It had already been de-
cided that we would have to
leave the hall in the middle
of the film, as we had to be
somewhere else by mid-
aflternoon. When the time
came to leave, we found that
Fhil wanted to stay on wuntil
the end of the film, to find

§ ‘out "what happens”. As some-

one who had never even seen
a Hindi Ailm until then, he

found the whole thing deeply

engrossing, pnrtltul‘.rx an
ingeniously picturised |

sequence, where all the boys
[rom the village put on some
hideous make-up and went
through a dance sequence
based on Michael Jackson's
1983 hit. "Thriller"! We had
to assure him that what hap-
pened would simply be that
the hero would win out over
seemingly insurmountable
odds to win the heroine, the
wicked zamindar and his co-
horts would get their just

desserts and the hero UuuH
return in triumph his wil-
lage by the end of the h

before he finally agreed to
Yeave with us . . . . ..
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