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Former cabaret dancer Susy Diaz (L) steps down from a
podium after being sworn in as a new member of
Congress Tuesday during a solemn ceremony at the
Congress building in Lima, Peru. Diaz, locally known
as the "Peruvian Cigciolina” will be representing the

Independent Agrarian party. — AFP/UNB photo

Arafat leaves fOl‘ Paris: PLO Chairman

Yasser Arafat left vestierday for Paris where his wife has just
given birth to a baby daughter, Palestinian officials said.
AFP reports [rom Gaza City.

Aralat will also meet France's President Jacques Chirac,
Primne Minister Alain Juppe and Foreign Minister Harve de
Charette. But he was expected to spend much of his time
with his wife Suha who gave birth to their first child,
Zahwa. at the American Hospital on Monday

Live WW-II bomb found in Manila:

A live World War ll-vintage bomb was found at the Ninoy
Aquino International Airport when workers were digging
the ground:. Xinhua reports from Manila.

Police said that the American-made bomb. measuring
some live feet long and 18 inches in diametre, weights
1.000 pounds and is big enough to blow up the airport
building.

Army explosives. ordnance disposal unit retrieved the
bomib and will conduct a further examination.

Indian cop kills coll €2 A CRPF

jawiin shot dead a r-nlleague in a fit of rage inside the
-4 Berberg forest in Khurda district on Monday. and later
A sugrenglered before the authorities, the Deputy Inspector
General of Police (CRPF), Amarananda Patnaik. said
Tugsday. PTI reparts from Bhubaneswar.

He said that S Bassappan Gowda shot dead another con-
stable. US Kutty. from point blank range over "what ap-
pears 1o be a trivial matter.”

2 Arab rebels killed in Lebanon:

Two Arab guerillas were killed and one Israeli soldier was
wounded in fighting in South Lebanon overnight. pro-
Israeli secunty sources said yesterday. Reuter reports from
Lebanon.

They said an Israeli patrol spotted a group of guerillas
in Wadi Slougi on the edge of Israel's occupation zone in
South Lebanon and fired at them with machine guns and
anti-iank rockets.

Uzbek FM meets Leghari: viun:

Uzbek Minister Abdulaziz Halizovic Kamilov held separate
talks in islamabad Tuesday with his Pakistani counterpart

Assel Ahmed Ali and President Faroog Leghari, Xinhua

repoits [rom Islamabad.

During their meeting the two foreign minister dis-
cussed a wide range ol issues from the follow-up of Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto's visit to Uzbekistan in May to the
situation in the region.

zxrev arrives in Hanoi: russin
Forelgn Minister Andrel Kozyrev arrives in Hanol yesterday
for a two-day visit almed at boosting bilateral economic and
financial cooperation, AFP reports froimn Hanol.

Kozyrev. the first top Russtan foreign minister to visit
Vietnam since the break-up of the Soviet Union, will head
a business and banking delegation. according to a Russian
source in Hanoi.

b » 2
position MP held in Lanka:
An opposition member of parliament was arrested at a
road block in Colombo after police found anti government
posters in his car. police said vesterday, AFP reports from
United National Party legislator Dinesh Dodangoda and
three others were arrested late Tuesday for carrving
literature defamatory to the government, a police
spokesman said.

Bus mishap kills 29 in Hanoi:x

bus crash in nurmern Vietnam has left 29 people dead and
19 injured, a provincial transport official said yesterday,
AFP reports [rom Hanoi.

The accident occurred last weekend in Lai Chau

ince. 350 kilometres (210 miles) northwest of Hanoi,
the oftficial said. .

Mindanao city mayor killed:

mayor of a town in the southern Fhilippinc island of
Mindanao and his bodyguard were slain after an
unidentified man attacked them. police said Wednesday,
AFP reports from lligan City. Philippine.

Agapito Yap. newly-elected mayor of Baliangao town, his
bodyguard and several companions had just emerged from
a restaurant in the commercial district of Cagayan De Oro

late Tuesday when a lone gunman attempted to shoot the

mayor. Cagauan police Ehief superintendent Alberto
Obenario said.

- ]
Vaccine for cervial cancer: »
vaccine is being developed which could eradicate cervial
cancer, British doctors said in London Tuesday. AFP
reports from London.

It has already been successfully ttst,nd on animals. and
trials with human volunteers are expected within two or
three years. according to Professor Julian Peto from the
Institule of Cancer Research.

Fire claims 6 workers in Bangkok:

Six workers were killed in a fire at a furniture workshop

on the southwestern fringe of Bangkok, police said

yesterday, Reuter reports from Bangkok.

Some of the workers were sleeping in the four-storey

building in Rathcaburana Precident while others were still
at work when the fire broke out late on Tuesday night, po-
lice said.

Internationala

Bid to end 12-year old civil war

COLOMBO. July 26: In an
eflort to end a 1 2-year civil
war by Tamil separatists the
government is considering
diving the nation's provinces
far meore puwc.-r to rule them-
selves. reports AP

Alter Iaking office in
August and promising to end
ithe Tamil minority’'s battle
for a homeland. President
Chandrika Kumaratunga be-

gan a ceaselire and peace
lslks with Tamil rebels.
But the Tamil Tigers

broke: the truce in April 19
andd began to escalate their
bhattle, prompting the gov-
ernment 1o sirike back with
its largest military offensive
in eight vears.

Chandrika. Kumaratunga
has threatened (o launch a
second phase of the offensive
soon. but her government
also is trying o win over the
Tamil minority with a peace
package.

According to a copy of the
package obtained by The
Associated Press on

Call to revoke
citizenship
of Ghali

CAIRO, July 26: Egypt's
[slamist opposition Labour
Party on Tuesday called the
government to revoke UN
Secretary General Boutros
Boutros Ghali's citizenship
because of his record in
Bosnia, reports AFP.

The part's Vice President
Helmi Murad, writing in the
movement paper, Al Shaab
accused Boutres Ghali of
complicity with the Bosnian
Serbs against Lhe country's
Muslims.

He said, the Egyptian na-
tionality code authorises the
stripping of nationality in
cases where an Egyptian
working for a foreign or in-
ternational organisation
threatens the higher inter-
ests of the state.

This article of the code
seems to have been included
specilically lor the case of
ouwtros-Ghali. who has
harmed the nuage of Egyp
because ol his complicity
with the Serb gang which has
commilied odiows crimnes
against ilw Bosnian people.

4 killed in
Paris metro
station blast

PARIS, July 26: Four peo-
ple were killed and at least
40 others wounded in a bomb
blast in a rush-hour under-
ground train in a central
Paris metro station on
Tuesday, Xinhua.

Prime Minister Alain
Juppe went to the scene and
sald outside the station:
‘there are very strong suspi-
cions" that it was a terrorist
attack.

The bomb exploded in one

carriage of the southbound
suburban rapid transit system
at the Saint-Michel station in
the left bank of the river
Seine at 5.30 pm (15630 urm.]

Chechen war costs

Moscow $ 12b

MOSCOW. July 26: The

wur in separatist Chechnya
hhas already cost Moscow
some 12 billion_ dollars, ex-
perts said Tuesday. consider-
ably less than the Russian
governmenl has acknowl-
edged. reports AFP.

" Economists at the
Institute ol Economic
Analysis said Moscow's mili-
tiury costs, including payroll.
munitions and transport.
have amounied to about six
billion dollars. :

Replacing destroyed build-
ings, infrastructure and
weapons
amount, lor a tetal of about
12 bilHon dolars. institute
Director Andreil lllariyonov
leld a press conference.

“The institute did not es-
lilnate the cost of the current
peace mission,
of lost foreign trade or di-
minished international im-
age." he said.

Wednesday, it would sharply
reduce the nearly exclusive
power of the central govern-
ment by giving eight
provinces their own legisla-
tures and executive branches.
Currently. the provinces only
have elected councils with
little power.

Tamil rebels are fighting
for a homeland in the north
and east. the only areas of the
country where Tamils form a
majority

They believe that is the
way to escape what they re
guard as widespread discrimi-
nation by the Sinhalese ma-
jority., which controls the
trnlf’al governinent and the
radlitary.

lmder the proposed peace
package. northern and easlt-
erii areas would be merged
inlo one province (o fullill a
demand that Tamil rebels
and lawmakers have repeat-
edly made.

Regions of that province
ithat have Sinhalese or

Muslim majorities would be
merged with neighbouring
provinces controlled by the
Sinhalese, according to the
‘copy of the package the AP
received. Only 7 per cent of
Sri Lankans are Muslim, and
they often are targeled by
Tamil rebels to drive them
out of Tamil areas.

The plan would change
the country's Constitution by
reducing the power of
Parliament to rule the
provinces, which would be
administered by a chief min-
ister and a cabinet of minis-
ters.

The package, which is
now being considered by
Kumaratunga's Cabinet, would
require a two-thirds vote of
approval in Parllament and a
victory in a national referen-
dum.

The prurﬂncu would con-
trol their own law and order,
domestic and international
borrowing, taxes, foreign in-
vestment, education, roads,

irrigation, development pro-

Lankan provinces likely to
get more autonomy

jects, health, state land. mi-
nor seaports. industries and
energy. according (o the
draft proposal.

The central government
would continue to control the
provinces defence, foreign
affairs, currency, elections,
airports, major seaports, and
foreign trade.

Colombe, the capital,
would not be included in a
province and would be ruled

directly % the central gov-
ernment,

The package also would
change Srj Lanka's official
name from the Soecial
Democratic Republic of Sri
Lanka to one that includes
the words “"Union of
Regions.” Kumaratunga's
Cabinet “will decide on the
new full name later.

Tamils, who are mostly

Hindu, form 18 per cent ol

Sri Lanka's population, and
Sinhalese, who are Buddhists
make up 75 per cent.

US Seeretary of State Warren Christopher (L) meets with South Korcan President Kim
Young-Sam (R) at Blair House in Washington, DC, on Tuesday. Kim is schieduled to meet
with US President Bill Clinton today for talks that will focus on Washington's attempt
attain closer ties with mmmumat North Korea.

— AFP/UNB phut.n
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Fahd asks UNSC to lift arms
embargo on Bosnia

CJEDDAH (Saudli Arabia),
Juh. 26G: King Fahd of Saudi
Arabia has asked the UN
security Couneil to lift the
arms embargo on Bosnia and
allow the Muslimis io defend
themselves. ollicial sources
s#id today. reports AFP.

"The government of
Bosnia-Herzegovina must ex-
ercise its legitimate right to
seli-delence in line with arti-
cle 51 of the United Nations
charter.” King Fahd said in a
nrssage to council members,
the official Saudi Press
Agency reporied. -

“There lore If must liflt the
enibargo,” he said.

The King also urged the
council members "to assume
their responsibilities in en-
suring peace
and opposing Serb aggression
against Muslim enclaves in
Bosyil.' :

in the world

Serh forces OVErTaN
Srebrendica on July 11 and
capiured Zepa on Tuesdav.
Both were declared safe areas
i1 1993 by the UN Security
Council.

King Fahd on Monday
asked Muslim countries to
ignore the embargo in line
with a decision taken Friday
in Geneva by representatives
of -the Organisation of the
Islamic Conference (OIC).

Saudi Arabia has provided
political and financial support

o the Muslim-led govern-
nkiil in Bosnia since the war
vinpled ia 1992,

AFP Iromm Bandar Seri

Begawan acdds: ASEAN mein-
bers are expected to discuss
the “failure” of the United
Nations and the western
powers to halt fighting in
Bosnia but have not yet
adreed on whether to call lor

the lilting of the arms em-

- hargo. an official said today.

"t was not too difficult for
s o look at Bosnia and see

the failure of the United
Nations. the failure of the
western powers and the
tragedy....” Malaysian Foreign

Minister Secretary General
Kamil Jaatar said after a
meeting of senior ASEAN of-
ficials.

"There's a consensus with
respect (o what the Serbs
have done in Bosnia.” he said.
referring to the recent al-
tacks against UN sale havens.
Buit so lar there is no agree-

ent oat whether Lo call for
an etul o the arms Embu_rgl;].
Forevien: Ministers from

the seven Asian counltries are
expecied to issue a separate
statemeni on Besnia during
their meetings Brunei capital
Julv 29,

Soong Chang-chih, a strategy adviser to the Taiwanese president and former defence
minister, is surrounded Wednesday by journalists after a ruling Kuomintang meeting.
Soong will attend the Asia-Pacific defence minister meeting held by the US in Hawaii on
September 1, during which he may meet with Chinese defence minister Chi Haotian and
hold talks with him. Chi was offered to hold peace talks between the Chinese Communist

Party and the KMT.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Off the Record

province

recommendation went

columnist

ing her own car. reports AP
Not

her identity.

her Secret Service agents.

"Teeth tower’’

BELJING : A Chinese dentist trying to raise awareness of /
dental hygiene has created a 2.5-metre (8-foot. 2-inch)
tower out of 28 000 human teeth, the official Xinhua News
Agency reported Tuesday, says AP

Yu Gian. 52, a dentist for 32 years. comes from a family
of dentists and has treated more than 100,000 patients in -

@ingnan Country in northwest China's Htﬂﬂnﬂiln‘

The column, entitled. "Talking It Owver”,
Sunday in about 100 newspapers around the country

Mrs Clinton also tells of having a sudden urge w0 drive
during a recent trip to Arkansas. much to the dismay of

On a quiet Friday afternoon.
wheel of a car and drove myself around town.” she wrote.

Yu and his six students collected the EBD(H} disecased

teeth, representing five different types of dental ailments,
from the mouths of their patients.

in 1993. he started building the tower, using various
unspecified adhesive materials.

The- report said representatives of a world record book
in Shanghai examined the tower and said it was the first of
its kind They have recommended that it be formally listed
as a world record. Xinhua said without saying where the

Hillary's odd duality
WASHINGTON. July 26: In her debut as a newspaper

Hillary Rodham Clinton mused about her loss of
anonymity and the end of such mundane pleasures as driv-

that she s complaining she- hastened to add:
‘Whatever minor inconveniences my situation presents, |
wouldn't trade it for the world '

Recounting an effort to blend into the crowd at an art
museum during a recent outing. suddenly a woman ap-
proached her. Mrs. Clinton wrote

"You sure look like Hillary Clinton,

'S0 I'm told.” Mrs. Clinton answered. without revealing

the woman said.

premiered

| jumped behind the

"For several hours, | enjoyed a marvelous sensation of per-

sonal freedom.”

The anecdotes illustrate "the odd duality of my role as

first lady.” Mrs Clinton says.

"On the one hand. | feel privileged to meet people and
go places totally out of reach for most men and women."

she wrote.

"On the other hand. experiences that millions

of Americans take for granted have become extraordinary

An honest confession

LONDON- A British woman was so overcome with re-
nwrse at motoring after drinking alcohol that she stopped
her car al the local police station and confessed to the of-
lence. a court heard on Tuesday. reports Reuter.

Ann Spivey. a 43-year-old nursing assistant, told an as-

for me."

lonished
England:
PHLLT it TELY CArl.

duty officer at

ing for a vear,

the station Exeter,
| wish to report 1 have been drinking and driv-

western

Spivey's Lawyer. James Cross, told the court one of her
relations had died in drink-driving incident.
hersell to be punished and taken off the road.” he said.

The court granted her request, banning her from driv-

"She wanted

Delivery of munitions to Pakistan

Clinton admn asks for
Congress' green signal

WASHINGTON, July 26:
The Clinton administration
has asked Congress lor per-
mission (o deliver to Pakisian
more Lthan 370 million dollar
in military equipment as part
of compromise plan to break
a six-year impasse of over
arms transfers, The
Washington Post reported
today, says Reuter.

The weapons transfer
would not include 28-F-16
combat jets for which
Pakistan has paid 658 million
dollar but that cannot be de-
livered under law.

Quoting unidentified ad-
ministration officials. The
Post said the United Slates
was seeking new buyers for
those planes — possibly
Indonesia . and the
Philippines — and would give

President Bill Clinton
promised Pakistani Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutio in
April that he would seek a
way to give Pakistan either
the aircraft for which it has
paid or as much of the 658
million dollar as possible,
saying it was unfair to a
friendly country to keep both
the money and the planes.

Clinton pledged to consult
with Congress to find a way
around a law that bars all aid
and military sal=s to Pakistan
because of thal country's re-
fusal to abandon iis nuclear
weapons programine.

The Post said that under
the cémpromise plan,
Congress would grant a one-
time waiver of the ban to al-
low delivery of paid-for ili-
tary equipment other than

the sale M to Pakistan. the F-16s

US shouldn't interfere in
Thai affairs, warns FM

BANGKOK. July 26:
Thalland's new Foreign
Minister, Kasem S Kasemsri,
has warned the United State
that it should not interfere in
Thai affairs. reports Xinhua.

In a meeting with US
Ambassador to Thailand
David Lambertson Tuesday
Kasemn conveyed the message
diplomatically but clearly that
the US should not interfere
in Thai alfairs in the absence
ol concreie evidence substan-
lbating its allegations that
vertain Thai politicians have
heen engaged in narcotics

tralficking.
Kasem told reporters
alterwards. | drew attention

to what in the eyes of the
hai people. is US inlterven-
tion in Thai affairs. which
may cause bad leeling.

When Prime Minister
Banharn Silpa-Archa was
forming his cabinet early this
month. US State Department

spokesman Nickolas Burns
said that if Thai politicians
with links to drug trafficking
were to be included in the
cabinet. the US-Thai rela-
tionship could be compli-
cated.

The US spokesman did

not give names. nor has the

US provided evidence to the
Thai side.

The US had denied entry
visa to Vatana Asavahame,
deputy leader of Banharn's
Chart Thai Party., and Narong
Wongwan, head of the power-
ful faction in the party. for al-
leged involvement in drug
trafficking.

Both Vatana and Narong
have deniedk the US allega-
lions and none of them has

entered cabinet.
Kascem told the US envoy

“it cannot be said that the US
is not interfering with us.
People have different percep-
tions of what is Et stake.”

Rao's August 15 speech to dominate party's polls strategy

SU R.H.JHUHD India, July

26: Indian Prime Minister PV -

Narasimha Rao will spell out
in a traditional independence
day speech on August 15 his
strategy for general elections
next year, government minis-
ters said Lloday, reports
Reuter.

" They said Rao would use a
six-day conclave of his
Congress Party now underway
at Surajkund, near Delhi, to
assess the group's ability to
put him in

actual plan.

The ministers said Rao
may have to tone down what
they believe to be a single-

: power for a sec-
ond term before deciding the;

minded focus on his four-
vear-old economic reforms
and turn his attention to the
lower caste Hindu and
Muslimn vote banks, decisive
in Indian elections.

‘Without the support of
Harijans and Muslims. the
Congress cannot survive for a
single day." Social Welfare
Minister Sitaram Kesri, a se-
nior Corngress ldelogue, told
Reuters.

"The Prime Minister will
renew our commitment Lo
these imporiant components
of our parly on independepce
day,” he said,

Muslims form 12 per cent
of India’'s 920 million popula-

tion. Harijans or "children of
God.” was a name coined by
Mahatma Gandhi for Hindu
outcastes who together with
other lower ecaste Hindus
form a formidable majority of
Indian voters. :

Both have deserted the
Congress, accusing it of up-
per caste blas.

Rao has used his indepen-
dence day speeches, deliv-
ered from the ‘ramparts of
Delhi’'s 17th eentury Moghul
Red Fort, to announce major
policies.

Muslims accused him of
not keeping one such
promise of rebuilding a 16th

century mosque destroyed by

Hindu militants in the north-
ern 1own of Avodhva in
December 1992,

Adding 10 Rao's woes was
a major political upset earlier
this year when the right-wing
Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). his main opposition,
helped catapult North India's
Firsl Harijan party to power
in Uttar Pradesh,
India s largesl stale.

The erosion of -traditional
support ol these groups has
split Rao's colleagues along
religious and caste lines.

He chided them on
Tuesday at the start of the
Surajkand conclave, saying:
"We have become slaves lo

targeting the

power, we are becoming
slhves Lo groups, we are be-
v oming slaves to caste.”

"Unless we come out of
this shell, the party and the
nation are doomed.” he said,
evidently embarrassing se-
nior leaders.

Rao accused the Lnrqrtn
leaders and workers of not
deoing enough to understand
and spread the message of
his reforms, saying they were
a major poll issue.

His stress on economic
reforms offered a major con-
trast to the BJP which last
week announce a campaign
mment's
policy on Kashmir and

its alleged nppenltment of
Indian Muslims.

India's third major con-
tender for power next year is
an alliance of leftists and low-
caste Hindu group which
hopes to seek mileage [rom
their campaign for greater
economic and political bene-
fits to the poor.

“There is no major differ-
ence among the parties on
the issue of the reforms.
They are a mere carbon copy
of each other.” Rao sald.

‘If you are not cenvinced
about our economic policy it's
useless to expect you to dis-
pel the confusion in the
voters mind.” he said.



