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Dhaka Day by Day
For Whom the Overbridge Stands? |

by Tanya Mahnaz Hugq

Pedestrian overbridges in a cily are built
with the good intention of enabling the
pedestrians to walk freely and cross roads
safely, especially in the busiest parts of the

city. In an overcrowded metropolis like
Dhaka., these overbridges |[situated at
Farmgate, in front of the Gausia market, at

the New Airport and in front of the DC’'s of
fice) should have been heaven-sent. but
whatever good intentions the authority had
in building these overhead facilities have
been shattered. With street hawkers and
beggars taking over the space so completely,
there is hardly any left for the pedestrians.

These overbridges are like mini shopping
centres. Starting right from the bottom of
the stairs, the entire overbridges is filled
with hawkers all doing brisk business. The
items being sold are ol an amazing variety.
For instance, on the Gausia overbridge, one
can get anything from glass-and plasticware,
to bags and slippers, to yards of cotton mate-
rial to trinkets and costume jewellery to
second-hand books and magazines. In fact.
the avid shoppers are often lured to these
places by the cheap prices and good bar-

gains. Of course, one simply cannot ignore
the numerous beggars whining away.

Climbing on to the overbridge for the first
time. anyone will be overwhelmed by the
sights that confront him. For. he sees a great
rush of people crossing and amidst them an-
other great number of people haggling away
with the hawkers over the prices, and beg-
gars about everywhere. Street crimes also
occur sometimes amongst the jostling
crowds. A lady | know had her bag snatched
while crossing the Farmgate overbridge. A
young man just grabbed it and ran off. And
then of course, there are the eternal loiter-
ers, the ones who have nothing to do but
hang around and watch the traffic go by be-
low.

Looking at all these people milling about
dhe tends to wonder about them, where are
they going ? Do they know what awaits them
or are most of these people surviving from
moment to moment ? As they brush shoul-
ders against one another do they ever think
about who they are brushing against ? And
most importantly, when people have so
much time to loiter and do nothing. is it
possible for a society to be dynamic ?

'l hl;, {:hatak Dalal Nlrmul Cnm:mttee hrnught uut a procession in the city yesterda}r to
commemorate those who died this day last year in Chittagong during a resistance pro-

gramme against the arrival of Jamaat chief Golam Azam in the port city.

Rotary Club of J

regular weekly meeting of the club will be held. Venue:
Officer's Club. 26 Bailey Road. Time: 5:15 pm.

Dhaka

Lions Club of Dhaka: The installation ceremony of
newly-elected office-bearers of the club will be held.
Venue: Rajmoni Isa Kha Hotel. Time: 7:15 pm.

BSP meeting: An emergency meeting of Bangladesh
Sangbad Patra Parishad (BSP) will be held. Venue: 28,
Toyenbi Circular Road, Motijheel. Time: 5 pm.

Lecture on poverty: The Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS) in collaboration with the
British Council has organised a public lecture on 'Poverty
and Adjustment Options and Choices.' Venue: The confer-

cnce room of BIDS. Time:

10 am. Dr. Frances Stewart,

Director. Queen Elizabeth House, University of Oxford, will
give the talk. Chiel guest: Dr. Abdul Moyeen Khan. State

Minister for Planning.

OCAB meeting: The half-yearly general meeting of
the Overseas Correspondents' Association Bangladesh
(OCAB]} will be held. Venue: The hall of National Press Club,

Time: 11 am.

Drama festival: pDhaka Padatik will stage the drama
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fresh action

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the Ekattarer
Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Commi-

countersirikes against the
fundamentalist and commu-
nal forces if the government
fails to take stern actions
against them.
The Nirmul Committee
meeting in the city organised

killed on July 26 last vear
when they tried to resist a

Azam in Chittagong.

Presided over by commit-
tee's city unit leader Taher
Ahmed Taru. the meeting

Kabir. Shameemn Aktar, Kazi
Mukul, Zulfiker Ali Manik
and Mehedi Hasan.

The speakers
manded
white paper on the
Chittagong killing and puni-

also de-

Nirmul warns of

ttee yesterday warned of

leaders were addressing a
in memory of the four youths
rally of Jamaat chief Golam

was addressed by Shahrier

publication of a
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119 held 1n city

Police arrested 119 peo-
ple on different charges from
Dhaka City yesterday, reports
UNB.

Of the arrested persons.
12 were already wanted by
police on different charges.
three were arrested in con-
nection with murder cases,

We Remember

We remember with fond
memories our mother Mrs.
Zahida Khanam on her 7th
death anniversary.

, May her soul rest in
eternal peace.

Sons & Daughters

Sawdagnr Bari

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

The First Government Approved Private University
12 Banani CA, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Dhaka.
Phones : 885369, 606047, Fax : 883030

Applications are invited from candidates with Ba-
chelors (Honours) or Masters degree in
Economics or Business for

ADMISSION

into MA/MS Degree Programs in
Intemational Economics & Business

A few graduate fellowships may be awarded to
highly meritorious students.

r

RD ANNIVERSARY OF DEATH OF
MD. SALAHUDDIN FAROOQUE

He was such a winsome
person that whoever met
him once in his lifetime
would miss him and
mourn over his premature
demise.

The 3rd anniversary of
death of the Managing
Director of Modhumita
Group late Md. Salahuddin
Farooque, eldest son of
late Md. Sirajuddin,
Founder of Modhumita
Group will be observed |
today, the 27th July '95
after zohar prayer at his Dhanmondi Residence.

Relatives, friends and well- wishers are requested to
attend the anniversary and pray for the salvation of the
departed soul.

Begum Salahuddin Farooque,
his daughters, brothers & sisters.

tive measures against the
Jamaat-Shibir activists re-
sponsible for the killings.
They urged the Jatiya
Samannayva Comimittee {o
Lake measures for erecting a
memorial plagque in

Fera as part of the ongoing Theatre Art sponsored drama
lestival. Venue: Guide House auditorium. Time : 7:15 pm.

Hoechst Bangladesh Ltd., a leading Multinational
Company seeks to recruit an Accounts Manager.

Shifting side walk shops on overbridge.

FEMA briefing on

Art exhibition: The inaugural ceremony of the solo
exhibition by artist Nasrin Sufiyan will be held. Venue: Drik
(iallery. Dhanmondi. Time: 5 pm. Managing Director,
Grameen Bank will inaugurate. The show will run from 10

German envoy Injured JU

makes farewell
call on Biswas

The ambassador of Federal
Republic of Germany. Dr
Jurgen Gehl made a farewell
call on President Abdupr
. Rahman Biswas at Banga-

bhaban yesterday. reports
BSS.
Talking to the outgoing

ambassador President Biswas
said, there is excellent bilat-
eral relations between Lhe
two countries and it has con-
solidated over the years. He

lauded the role of the envoy
during her stay in
Bangladesh.

He said, a favourable atmo-
sphere for investment is ex-
isting in Bangladesh and the
German entrepreneurs are
most welcome to enjoy lib-

eral investment opportunity
for economic progress ol the
country.

He hoped that there
should be more access of our
products to German markets
for further expansion of bilat
eral economic relations.

President Biswas conveyed
his regards to Dr Roman
Herzog. the president ol
Germany.

The outgoing ambassador
said. our relationship is al-
ready excellent and it will be
further strengthened in the

b

poll monitoring
By Staff Correspondent

The recently launched
i Fair Election Monitoring
Alliance (FEMA] vyestlerday

held a briefing for the em-
ployees and volunieers of

fsauﬁ.(‘,‘ an affilidte of the al-

liance.
The meeting focused on

responsibilities of a non-par-
lisan election monitor, vari-
ous techniques and strategies
of election monitoring, elec-
tion laws and other related
issues.

FEMA plan for monitoring
npcoming parliamentary
elections was also discussed.

student dies
in IPGMR

A student of Jahangirnagar
University, who was injured
in an accident on the cam-
pus, died at PG Hospital yes-
terday. reports UNB.

Golam Mostafa Masum. a
first year student of English
department, was admitted to
the hospital on Tuesday. He
was seriously injured follow-
ing a fall from the rooftop of a
university bus on the campus.

His body was sent on his
village hbme in Muradnagar
thana of Comilla district,

am to 8 pm everyday till July 31.

Symposium on renewable energy: The

Bangladesh

dissociation for Scientists and Scientific

Professions (BASSP) has organised a symposium on the use
ol renewable energy sources in Bangladesh. Venue: The
auditorium of the BCSIR. Time: 9 am. Chief guest: Minister

Mineral
X

flor Energy and
Mosharraf Hossain.

Resources Dr Khondaker

| Aricha
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Two killed 1n

road accidents

SAVAR. July 26: Two
people were killed in two
road accidents on Dhaka
and Kaliakoir

Nabinagar highways today
reports L/NB.

An umdentified woman
45 died on the spot when a
Kaliakoir bound truck ran
over her near Baroipara on
K.oliakoir- Nabinagar highway
0 about 9 am. police said

another accident, an
urnkiown truck helper 25
thiedd instantly when a laden
irudk turtle near
BPATC Phaka-Aricha

i
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Students’'rally for
gouestlon bank’

NGI. July 26: Several
hundred school students
held a demonstration near
Cherag Ali Market here today
to restore the 'Question
Bank' system in the Secon-
dary School Certificate (SSC)
examinations, reports UNB.

Eye witnesses said that
more than 400 students of
different schools in Tongi
assembled near the market at
10 am and put barricades on
the Dhaka-Mymensingh high-
way that disrupted road co-
mmunication for three hours
till 12:30 pm.

Somne angry students also
damaged at least ten buses

Worldnet Dialogue on
"Women in Politics"

By Staff Correspondent

The problems lacing
women seeking political of-
lice were highlighted vyester-
day at a Worldnet Dialogue on
Women in Politics.”

The programme. organ-
isedd by the United States
Information Service (USIS)
linked panelists in Dhaka.
Calcutia and Kathmandu with
Washington. via satellite.

In Washington., Harriet
Woods. President of the
National Women's Political

Caucus stressed the need for
women to participate more
in policy-making at the local
level.

"We should start by work-

ing to improve our own
- communities. " said Woods, a
former lieutenant governor
ol Missouri

In answer 1o a question
from Dhaka, Wood pointed
out that the significant num-

ber of women holding high
office in the South Asia re-
gion had more to do with dy-
nastic politics than acumen.
Local panelists included
Yasmeen Murshed, director,
Centre for Analysis and
Choice and Syeda Razia Faiz,
member of the Presidium of
Jativa Party. Kathleen
Rochester of USIS con-
ducted the programme, held
at the American Cultural
Centre auditorium in the city.

As to the small number of
women in politics worldwide,
Woods said lack of party sup-
port and campaigning funds
were often to blame.
"Political progress is linked

to economical progress,”
observed.

The one-hour programme
was followed by a free dis-
cussion.

she

Chittagong in this connec-
tion.

Candidate must be a qua.hﬁcd CA havmg
minimum experience of 5 years preferably in a
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manufacturing industry within the age bracket of
28-35. The candidate who will head the Accounts
Department must have good interpersonal skills and
solid analvtical skills as well as be familiar n
Computer Software applications. This is a senior, i
management position reporting directly to the !
Finance Director. :

Please apply in own handwriting with C.V.
including salary history and a photograph by 3rd
August to the attention of

Finance Director

%Y Hoechst Bangladesh Limited

Hoechst 133 Kakrail, New Bailey Road
Dhaka-1000

All applications will
contidential.

be treated as strictly
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years io come. l highwav this afternoon

during the demonstration.

Belarus leaders
felicitated

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday heartily fe-
licitated Alexander G Lukas-
henko, President of Belarus,
on the occasion of indepe-
ndence day of his country,
reports BSS.

In his message President
Biswas wished President
Lukashenko good health,
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GCO rally at
DU today

By Staff Correspondent

The Ganatrantik Chhatra
Oikya (GCOJ), a combine ol
eight left-leaning student or
ganisations will hold a rally ai
the Aparajeyo Bangla of Dhaka
University today to press flor
repealing the rule regrading
special admission of the
wards of the university staff

prosperity. The GCO will announce its
Prime Minister Begum next programme from today's
Khaleda Zia in a separate rally. A student strike was ob-

message warmly greeted

served on Tuesday at the

Mikhail N Chigir. Prime Dhaka University on the same
Mimister ol Boelarus, on the ISSLE.
U0 A SMOT

The GCO leaders met yes-
terday at Topkhana office of
Chhatra Federation to discuss
the programme. The meeting
was on till filing of this re

port at 9:30 pm.

In her message Begum Zia
expressed the hope that the
Iriendly relations between
the 1two countries will be fur

t e {iq--u-iup{*f’f in the years
b w

Moderate (o moderately heavy rain or thundershower
accompanied by temporary gusty or squally wind is likely
lo occur at most places over Dhaka. Chittagong, Khulna
| and Barisal divisions during the next 12 hours till 6 pm
today. reports UNB.

Moderate rain or thundershower accompanied by tem-
porary gusty wind may occur at a few places over Rajshahi
division during the same period.

G/ aafe/sv/ ae-30 '
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Sun sets today at 6:44 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:26
Al




