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Five more killed in Karachi

Talks deadlocked: MQM

KARACHI, July 24: Talks MQM was the focus of today’s
between the Pakistan gov- discussion, officials said.

ernment and Karachi's pow- The plan by the MQM was

erful opposition group on
restoring peace to the vio-

lence-torn city were ad-
journed today with both indi-
cating impediments in the
negotiations, report agencies.,

The Mohajir Qaumi
Movement's (MQM)] chiel ne-
gotiator, Ajmal Dehlvi, said
the talks were “deadlocked.”
but the head of the official
teami. Law Minister Nabi Dad
Khan. denied it.

Khan told reporters at the
end ol a session here that
there were only some
“difficulties” in the negotia-
tions.

The next meeting has
been scheduled for July 31
in Islamabad, the minister
said.

, A lour-peint plan 'I.dhh‘.'d by

presented at the fourth
round of talks held in
Islamabad Thursday to politi-
cally resolve the crisis in
Karachi.

Ajmal Dehilvi, refused to
@ive details of the plan, pend-
ing a governmenl response.

Meanwhile. at least five
people were killed today in
scutltered violence in Karachi.

Among those killed was a

passer-by who was shot by of-
Ihﬁ‘: in - of armed
militants of the Mohajir
Qaumi Movement in central
Karachi.

Pakistan Interior Minister
Naseerullah Babar accused
India today of training terror-
ists for violence in the
mpnrtcltydm
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"1 hope that the Senate
and Senale Majority Leader
Bob Dole will take another
look at whether they ought to
proceed here,” Panetta said.
NATO allies have agreed on
decisive air power to counter
the Serbs and “we ought to
give that a chance and we

ought not to undermine
that.”
He said that il the bill

“came to the president in a
kind of straight unilateral lift
form, the president would
veto that and 1 think we
could sustain it.”

The administration argues
that unilateral lifting the
arms embargo would
“Americanise” the war. It
points out that the United
States is commitied to send-
ing in troops to help with the
withdrawal of UN troops, a
certainly if the embargo is
ended. and would be respon-
sible lor arming and training

tinw Muslims.
Meunwhile, the first com-

bat troops [rom the UN Rapid
Young man

stabbed to

death in city

By DMCH Correspondent

Muggers stabbed to death
a young businessman in the
city yesterday.

The victim Zaved Hossain,
23, son of the late ue
Hossain-of 189/
WM*’W’H‘”I&M

Workshop.
Police said. three mug-
gers, armed with sharp
weapons, attacked Zaved
near the Sher-e-Bangla mar-
ket at Kaptan Bazar at about 1
am, when he, along with his
employee Tapash Kumar alias
Khokon, was going to a

restaurant by rickshaw.

Bosnia
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over when LIN Lroops can use
force.

Une paragraph says pea-
cekeepers are to ‘deler
attacks' on sale areas,
Another paragraph allows the
use ol force. but suggests thal
it be employed only in sell-
defence.

The situation has been
further complicated by a lack
of personnel UN member
vountries have provided only
7.000 of the 34.000 soldiers
the Unilted Nalions said it

needed to proteclt the safe
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From Page |

other 5.50 per cent as cost of
fund, there is little profit left
for the relenders.

Bank sources also said
they were not receiving
worthy proposals from en-
trepreneurs that could match
the standards set by the IDA.

Furthermore, they said.
the complicaled procedures

involved in loan sanctioning
were another cause of un-
popularity of the loan. Credit
pro s are required to be
okayed by the IDA headquar-
ters in Washington. usually
taking months to get final
approval. *

Sources, however, said
several moves had been ini-
liated to promote the idle
credit. :

Two leasing companies,
IDLC and ULC, are being
added to the list of relenders.

Size of each loan has been
proposed to be made bigger
than the existing maximum
limit of Tk 8 crore. The
Bangladesh Bank has accord-
ingly, suggested a consortium
comprising the Bangladesh
Shlipn Bank, AB Bank, IFIC

Bank, IPDC and other leasing
cnmpanjes. each with the
right to invest Tk 8 crore in
a single project.

The IDA's concurrence is,
however, required for bring-
ing any change in the credit
guidelines

The credit might be acti-
vated if bigger projects are
allowed to be funded, said an
AB Bank official.,

- Also, tht[DAhIlw
to lift the restriction on pub-
licising the credit.

Reaction Force arrived today
with orders to destroy any
Serb guns that fire at peace-
w-

The French newspaper
Liberation. citing unidenti-
lied Paris sources, reported
today that a Mirage 2000D
bomber. flying from the
Mont-de-Marsan air base in
southwest France, dropped a
laser-guided bomb (rom
3,000 meters on a residence
near that of Bosnian Serb
leader Radovan Karadzic.

Stop aggression
agamnst Bosnia : AL
By Staff Correspondent

Awami League acting pre-
sident Abdus Samad Azad and
general secretary Zillur Rah-
man in a statement yesterday
appealed to the international
conmuunily. particularly the
great powers, o stop the
aggression against Besnia-
Herzegovina and lift the arms
embargo immediately to
cnable the Bosnian Muslims
lo delend themselves.

In their appeal. made. on
hehall of the AL and the peo-
ple ol Bangladesh. they also
supported the proposed

resolution initiated by Sena- §

tor Bob Dole in the US Se-
nate to litt the arms embargo.

The AL leaders said, the
Serbian campaign of geno-
cide. ethnic cleansing and
naked aggression continued
with impunity while the
European Union and .some
western countries were
wasting Ume in futile quib-
bling.

"The western nations, in-
Cluding the NATO countries.
have not only failed to resist
the Serbian aggression but
prevented the Bosnian
Muslims from acquiring arms
lor sell-defence. This arms
embargo on Bosnia is thus a
et on the conscience ol the

civilised world.” said the
sbatement,

Bangla-Pak JEC
meet begins
today

The sixth meeting of the
Bangladesh-Pakistan Joint
Economic Commission (JEC)
begins in Islamabad today to
discuss various issues in the
fiekds of economy and trade.
reports UNB.

Commerce and Informa-
tion Minister M Shamsul
Islam., leading an t-
member Bangladesh al
delegation, left yesterday for
Islamabad 1o attend the two-
day meeting.

The delegation members
included Additional Secretary
at the Economic Relations
Division (ERD) Mohammad
Fazlur Rahman and senior of-
licials of ministries con-
cerned

Suha Arafat gives
bl -
birth to baby girl

JERUSALEM. July 24:
Suha Aralat. the wife of PLO
lswder Yasser Arafat, gave
birth to a baby girl today in
Paris. PLO oflicials said. re-
ports Reuter,

They said the baby, their
first child, was named Zahwa.
afler the Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO) leader's
mot her,

Bangla-Nepal JEC
meet July 29

Nepalese Minister for
Finance and Supply Bharat
Mohan Adhikari will arrive in
Dhaka Friday to take part in

the 9th Bangladesh-Nepal |=

Joint Economic Commission
(JEC) meeting. Adhikari will
lead a nine-member

team at the five-day JEC
meeting which begins July

29.
SC opinion
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how it is teried —  bovoott
or walkout,

Sonw other experts, how-
ever. siid the guestion of ab-

sence dind vacation of seat is-

irrelevant since Lthey are no
loneer members of Parlia-
ment alter their December
28 resignation. Some ol them
dalso guestioned the compe-
tence ol the court o hear the
malteg which, they said. is a
political issue. Some amicus
curiae  expressed the views
that the matter is within the
jurisdiction of Lhe Speaker
and Parliament.

"The legal experts who
made their submission before
Lthe court are Government-
appointed lawyer Barrisier
Ashrarul Hessain, S R Pal.
Barristier Syed Ishtiag
Ahmed. Dr Kamal Hossain,
Justice T H Khan. Khandaker
Mahbub Uddin Ahmed.
Barrister Rafiqul Hug, Dr M
Zahir. Maksudur Rahman.
Sudangshu Shekhar Halder.
Yar Ahmed and A B M Nurul
Islam.

Thie first seven were noti-
licdd by the court while the
others volunteered to speak
on the issue.
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Over 350 flood-hit families have taken uhthnr at the
Anandamayi Girls' High School at Armanitola in the
city. The City Corporation and local people have

arranged medicare for them.

— Star photo

Opposition out
to jeopardise
democracy: PM

Prime Minister Bcgun
Khaleda Zia said her
menli is heart and lnl.ll
Lo maintain the democratic
process (o ensure welfare of
the people as well as devel-
opment of the country, re-
ports UNB.

The Prime Minister uid'

the Opposition parties were
oul Lo jeopardise the demo-

cratic and asked the
lawyers to play an effective
role in motivating the people
against the Opposition move.

Development in all sectors
can be ensured and -
body can discharge his duty
properly if democratic svs-
tem works, she told a group
of lawyers who came to her
to join the BNP-backed
Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi Forum
LIAF).

Seventy lawyers f
joined JAF at a function
the 30, Hare Road office of
the PM last night.

School students

£0 on rampage
TONGI, July 24: A group
of school students went on a
rampage in the industrial
town today and damaged two
buses demanding reintrodue-

tion of question bank system
in the SSC examinations,
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control.

In another major recom-
mendation, Lthe committee
suggested abolition of all
wings in missions., noting
that "Inter-ministerial bick-
ering, incidence of insubor-
dination and indiscipline,
waste of nation's valuable re-
sources due to proliferation
of wings have reached a stage

| where most of our missions

have ceased to function as a
cohesive factor.”

Posting on Secondment

The Committee suggested
that 'some technical posts in
missions abroad could con-
tinue to be manned by offi-
cers of other ministries on
the basis of secondment to
the MOFA. For the duration of
their secondment, these offi-
cers will remain under the
administrative control of the
Foreign Ministry. It also sug-
gested that these officers
should undergo a three-mo-
nth training in the Foreign
Service Academy at the
beginning of the secondment
to the mission. It suggested
selection of technical officers
for overseas posting by a

committee headed by Lhe
Cabinet Secretary. Il recom-
mended allowing personnel
of the EPB, the NBR and
others, currently excluded,
to be considered.

It said that 20 per cent of
the economic and commer-
cial posts in the missions
may be filled up from the pri-
vate sector, as is the case
presently with press/infor-
mation posts.

The committee observed
that different wings
in the foreign missions have
independent arrangement in
matters of staff, budget,
transport and office equip-
ment which lead to wastage,
internal discord and dishar-
mony. Therefore, it sug-
gested that all logistics and
organisational set-up in mis-

sions should be run under a
. common service pool under

the supervision of the mis-
Hnnhnd.

The commitiee felt that

Bangladesh missions ahroad
should be given specified
goals or targets wherever ap-
plicable. in political, eco-
nomic, trade, investment,
manpower export and other
relevant fields.

The committee also rec-
ommended that more sup-
porting staff may be re-
cruited, preferably from
among qualified Bangladeshi
expatriates, a "common staff
pool” in the mission should

-be evolved and all members

of staff should be trained in
handling modern office
equipment and work proce-

‘dure including word-proces-.

sor, computer and E-mail.

It suggested that everseas:

postings of home-based staff
should be phased out to the
optimum required level over

a period of 5 years.

Location of Missions

The_report recommended
the opening of a full-fledged
mission at Male in Maldives
and another, preferably in
Amman, to establish a bridge-
head in the area. It also felt
the need for setting up of a
full-fledged mission in Tas-
kent.

The committee suggested
the closure of the missions in
Bucharest, Dakar and Harare
since it felt economic inters
ests are no | served. It
instead recommended relo-
cation of these missions to
the H

na "where political, economie
and commercial interests are
on the increase.”

. It proposed upgradation
of Bangladesh missions in

Manila and Baghdad from
CDA to ambassadorial level.

In view of the presence of

a large number of Bangla-
deshis, it recommended ope-

nmgnt'Cmnuhtuin}hu“'

and Osaka and suggested
further strengthening of our
missions in Tokyo and Seoul
for reasons of growing econg-
mic relations. Presently,
Bangladesh has 46 missions
abroad.

The committee also reg-

ommended strongly that the

its mcmbnrx

ague, Madrid and Vien-

headed by an

Foreign Ministry needs complete overhaul

Foreign Ministry should ei-
ther be relocated to a new
premises or the present
building which previously
housed the Divisional Com-
missioner's Office should be
either renovated or rebuilt.

Cadre Morale

The committee empha-
sised that 70 per cent of am-
bassadorial posts earmarked
for BCS (FA) cadre should be
adhered to strictly. It said it

was uiloried ol dissatisfae-
tion in the Forcign Service
cadre with the introduction
of seniority ' rules whieh
favoured lateral entrants and
"put the core-group of for-
eign service ollicers at a seri-

ous disadvantage and also

caused an overall lack eof
promotion prospects.”

It also observed: "The
nost pernicious effect of se-
niority rules is to be seen in
the case of lateral entrants
from Defence Services who
counted their seniority !rm'n
their teens.”

The committee suggested
that rules governing the se-
niority ol lateral entrants be
reviewed by a bgard consti-
tuted with the Cabinet Sec-
retarv as its head and the
Foreign Secretary and the
Establishiment Secretary as

ﬂuﬂn‘dhm
; _ '3-‘-i :
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The Morshed

‘observed that advance infor-

mation and analysis of events
and preparation of options to
deal with evolving situations
was essential for 'manoceuvra-
bility’ in the conduect of
foreign policy. The commi-
ttee recommended the

creation of a separate wing
Iurruﬂrchnndpuhcyplﬁ

ning.

To keep .the work of ‘e
missions under periodic re-
view and to take appropriate
administrative, financial and
budgetary decisions, the
commitiee suggested setting
up of an Inspection Division
Inspector
General of Missions. The
post, it said, may be created

Bangladeshi
soldiers in
Bosnia safe

Bangladeshi soldiers wor-
king with the UN peace-
keeping lorce, in war-torn
Bosnia are safe, according to
w stalement issued by the
Minisiry of Foreign Affairs
vesterday. reports UNB.

Yesterday aftermoon. the
Llangladesh Foreign Minister
has addressed letters to the
Foreign Ministers of USA, UK
and France stating that all
necessary measures including
use ol air strikes must be
taken (o ensure the safety ol
all enclaves in Bosnia, includ-

ing Bihac. under protection
ol UNPROFOR.
These leliers were

handed over 1o the respec-
tive ambassadors in Dhaka by
1w Foreign Secretary wilh
the request to pass them on

1o their respective capitals.
2 boys drown

CHITTAGONG. July 24:
Two schoolboys drowned in a
pond at Saraipara in Pahartali
thana in the city today. family
sources said, reports UNB.
They are: Golam Kader
Shaon, 12, student of class VI
of Khawaza Garib-e-Nawaz
High School and Manirul
Islam Mazumder Titon. 13.
student ol the same class of
Bﬂllglld‘CIh Rlihm]r High

at the level of Secreiary.

The comumittee also rec-
ommended inmmediate res-
tuoration of the Foreign Affairs
Training Institute (FATI) and
renaming it Foreign Service
Academy. Il also suggested
that the External Publicity
Wing. which Lill 1985 was
part of the Foreign Ministry,
should revert o the ministry
along with its press set-ups
in the missions.

The creation ol an Eco-
nomic Coordination -Wing/
Division within the Foreign
Ministry was suggested with

_a senior officer of the level of |

Secretary as its head. It felt
that for economic diplomacy
to be bhetter pursued by
Foreign Service oflicers,
provisions should be made
for several of them to be
posted to the Ministry of
Labour and Manpower, Mi-
nistry of Industries, Ministry

of Agriculture, ERD. EPB. BOI

and BEPZA as part of their
home posting "to [amiliarise
them with the activities of
the government in these

ministries and organisations.”

o provide important in-
puts in Toreign policy mak-
ing, the role of NGOs. trade
and professional bodies and
other non-state actors have

been emphasised. This could
be done, the committee said,

by setting up an Advisory or
Consultative Committee on
Foreign Affairs where peri-
odic exchange of views could
take place with these groups.
The members of the co-
mmittee were: Justice Mak-
sumul Hakim, former amba-
ssador Abdul Momen, former
cabinet secretary Siddigqur
Rahman, former foreign Sec-
retary Nazrul Islam, former
secretary Nurul Hossain Khan
and member secretary Abdul
Momen Chowdhury. The
commitiee was sel up iIn
November last to make an

Bangladesh to
join Indian
Ocean Rim

Bangladesh is learnt to
have taken decision to be-
come member of the broad-
hased economic bloc. Indian
Ocean Rim (IOR), now in the
rru.h.mﬁ reports UNB.

The government has al-
ready streamlined its diplo-
matic move to make contri-
bution to turning the emerg-
ing IOR into a viable eco-
nomic zone for the benefit of
the countries in the region.
an official source said yester-
day.

Seven core countries of
the planned bloc are sched-
uled to meet in Port Louis,
the capital of Mauritius. in
August to discuss its struc-

iure and organisational mat-
lEeTs.

RU syndicate
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The RU unit of Jativata-
badi Chhatra Dal has blamed
the university administration
for backing the Jamaat-Shibir
and demanded resignation of
all 'pro-Jamaat’' men In the
administration the

‘Vice Chancellor and the
"roctor.’

The Rajshahi Metropolitan
Police have, meanwhile, filed
cases against four Jamaat
leaders and 15 Shibir work-
ers for their involvement in
Saturday's violence on the

Campus.

Manzur murder
From Page 1

HBul  he addid. "the second
part of their contention that
the courlt can pass order on
the pelitions filed on behalf
ol the accused without taking
cognizance of the case, is not
lowdically sound.”

However, the delence
lawyers submitied separate

petitions seeking bail for the
five accused including
Ershad.

The defence lawyers sub-
mitted a total of 10 petitions,
some for issuing certified
copies of statements.

The court kept those pe-
titions for disposal at a sub-
sequent date, after taking
cognizance of the case.

Meanwhile, a lop level
meeting was held in Dhaka
the Home Ministry on Sunday
lo discuss matters relating to
the case, according to UNB.

Sources close to the meet-
ing today said that it dis-
cussed procedural matters
relating to the case.

The three-hour meeting
was attended by Home Mi-
nister Abdul Matin Chow-
dhury, Solicitor of the Law
Ministry Khandaker Abu Ba-
kar, Deputy Attorney General
Hasan Arif, Additional IG of
CID Shahidul Islam Chow-
dhury and Public Prosecutor
of Chittagong advocate Abu
Saleh Chowdhury.
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NEW DELHI. July 24:

India won't release guerillas
in exchange for hostages

India said today it would net

release guerillas in exchange for five western
being held bv separatists in the troubled Himalayan

of Kashmir

the Press Trust of India [PTI) said. "There 18

ne guestion of releasing any militants in exchange.” the
news agency guoted K Padmanabish, the most senjor civil
~rvant in the Home Ministry. as saying. reports Reuter.

FEMA formally

launched
By Staff Correspondent

Fair Election Monitoring
Alliance (FEMA). a coalition
of some 80 national and local
organisations citizens' gro-
ups, private development
agencies, professional bodies
and civic societies as well as
individuals, was formally
launched here yesterday.

The FEMA will encourage
halloting and monitor elec-
tion Lo help ensure free and
lair election in Bangladesh,
said its chairman Fakhruddin
Ahmed, former adviser to
the interim government of
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed.
while announcing the laun-
ching at a press conference.

The FEMA will try to raise
peoples’ confidence in the
elecioral process. deter in-
timidation during polls and
creale an enviromment so
that peoples will is re-
spected. As part of the moni-
loring process on the elec-
tion day, the FEMA will also
observe the vote counting
process and conduct an in-
dependent vote tabuliuun
(IVT). he said.

He said FEMA's election
monitoring programme will
include recruitment, training
and mobilising volunteers for
monitoring 35,000 polling
slations on the election day.

Former secretary general
of SAARC Abul Ahsan. journal-

ist K G Mustafa, executive di-
rector of Proshika Dr Qazi
Faruque Ahmed. director of
(tano Unnayan Prochesta
Ataur Rahman, general sec-
retary of Bangladesh Fede-
ration of University Women
Munira Khan and president
ol Manabik Sahajya Sangstha
Fero» M Hassan were present

e‘l!m:hllﬂ others on the occa-
11 3

Fake pesticide
factories
unearthed

By Staff Correspondent
The ollicials of the
Criminal Investigation Dep-
artment (CID) yesterday
unearthed two factories al-
levedly manufacturing adul-
lvrated pesticide at Rupganj
in Naravanganj district.

Ctg city BNP has
no committee
for 4 months

CHITTAGONG. July 24:
The city unit of the ruling
BNI’ has been #
without any committee for
ihore Lthan lour months, party
sources said, reports UNB.
The vacuum was created
lollowing the appointment of
l[ormer City Corporation
Mavor Mir Nasiruddin as
Ambassador 10 Saudi Arabia.
Nasir. who was the convenor

ol city BNP_ left the country
on March 4.

As such. the ruling party
became almost inactive in the
port city.” said one of the
jprominent local BNP leaders
on conxlition of anonymity.

According le pariy
sovrces. the city BNP has hid
no council in the last live
veurs. The last council was
held 1989,

N deteal of Nasiruddin
in nkwvoral race in the coun-

trv <« second largest city put
thie: hw-al BINP into  serious

"Tin Bigha
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aut horities lurther lightened
securitv a1 the Tin Bigha
corridor, which was epened
on June 26, 1992, under an
agreement between Bangla-
desh and India.

About 12.000 inhabitants
ul Dahagram and Angarpota
in Patgram thana of the dis-
Irict will be facing serious
problems.  including price-
Liike ol essentials, if the ban
on movement of trucks and
huises was not lifted soon.

Dhanmondi
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the condition, the ehgineer
saicl.

The lake water was pol-
luted recently as sludge from
one of the city sewerages
near Sukrabad was pushed
back into the lake by floods
in the upstream. The DOE
tested the lake water alfter
the pollution.

All types of fish'in the
lake. particularly in the
Sukrabad part, died after the
sudden inflow of toxic sub-
stances. Hundreds of poor

people from the surrounding

areas were seen picking up
the dead flish.

To
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strengthen
foundation of commerce
Industry of the
Country Agrani Bank takes

revolutionery steps :

U From now onward,
interest will be calculated on all
regular accounts instead ol
existing compounding method.

Accounts for principal amount
interest will
separately. Special inierest
rebate @. 50% will be allowed to
all regular borrowers.

J This special [acility has started|
from 1st February 1995.

For The firsT

TIME

in Bangladesh

AGrani Bank will calculare
simple rATE Of INTEREST ON
All Term loans of 7 yeArs|
and Above.

the

simple

be kept




