announced. AFP reporis from Paris.
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60 Kurds on hunger strike in Paris:
Sixty Kurds went on a hu strike in Paris Sunday to
support Kurds hmprisoned by Turkish authorities. police

The Kurds who handed out copies of letters o the
United Natlons and other international organisations were
holding their protest in the Bois de Vincennes, a park on
the outskirts of the French capital, where 20 militants han:l

sel up tents Saturday.
guake death toll now 14:
The death toll from an earthquake in northwestern China
has risen to 14. with more than 60 injured, the China daily
said vesterday. Reuter reports from Beijing.
The tremor, measuring 5.8 on the open-ended Richier
Scale. rocked Youngheng county, 90 km (55 miles] north
of the provincial capital, Lanzhou, early on Saturday morn-

ing.
Mild guake strikes Osaka: »

moderate 4.2 magnitude earthquake struck the suburbs of
Osaka early Monday morning. but there were no reports of
damage or injuries. AP reports from Tokyo.

Although the quake occurred in the same region as the
KoWe earthquake. the Central Meteorological Agency did
not believe that it was an aftershock of the devastating
January 17 temblor. The quake struck at 4 am, and was
ceritered 10 kilometres (6 miles) underneath the earth's
surface between the western cities of Osaka and Kyoto.

1 killed in Polish coach mishap:

"Auﬂralinn was killed and 2} other people, most of

Australians were injured when a coach crashed Sunday
near the Polish town of Neszcze, 114 kilometres (70
miles) south of Warsaw, Polish police said, AFP reports
from Warsaw.

The coach which was carrying 27 tourists to Auschwitz
In southern Poland, was going down the motorway when it
braked suddenly for unknown reasons, skidded and
crashed into a Russian-registered Volvo lorry going In the
opposite direction. according to police.

Heat wave claims 2 more in Sgain.

Intense heat killed two people in Seville Spain Sunday
bringing to 17 the number of people mainly elderly killed
by the intense heat during the past week, AFP reports
from Spain.

 Thirteen people have died of heat related ailments in
Spain including 11 in Seville, which smashed its previous
temperature record with 45.6 degrees Celsius (116 de-
grees Fahrenheit) this past week.

Armenian PM reappointed:

Armenian Prime Minister Grant Bagratian has been

-reappointed by President Levon Ter-Petrossian less than

three weeks after the ruling coalition government won
general elections ITAR-Tass News Agency reported
Sunday, AFP says from Moscow.

~ Parliament is to meet for its first session Thursday
when the make up of his new gnvemment will l:u: an-
nounced. the agency added.

- Colombia landslide death toll now 19:

The death toll from a landslide that wiped out part of a
northern town increased to 19 Sunday as rescuers
“continued te find bodies amid the rubble and tons of earth,
AP reports frgm Bogota.

The landslide Saturday in Fredonia, a town 140 mﬂea
(225 kilometers) north of Bogota. demolished 40 homes

_and jnjured at least 23 people. Thirteen people still were

it ;q.td officials of Antioquia state, where Fredonia is

. h

blew up a bus in the ucntral Pakiatmi province of
Punjnb near the Indian border, killing three people and
injuring 25, police said yesterday. Reuter reports from

A dead Israeli woman lies on.the ground and the body of
another gnmnger remains inside bus number 20 in the
an suburb of Tel Aviv yesterday. At least six

;mnple were killed and 28 injured when a suicide
bomber blew himself up in the bus at rush hour. The

lslam_m Resistance Movement P{amaa claimed the re-

“tween

TOKYO. July 24: Fresh
from a trouncing at the polls,
Prime Minister Tomiichi
Muravama vowed Monday to
uutke his way through "rough
weas” and stay on as head of
Japans weak and divided
government. reports AP

But calls mounted for the
71-vear-old leader to quit,
and commentaries said the
shaky state ol the govern-
ment would make it harder
to deal with tough issues like
trade disputes and the flag-
ging economy.

In Sunday s pdrllam{*nlary
elections. Lhe governing
coalition won just over half
the upper-house seats up for
grabs. barely meeting its
minimum goal and falling
well short of original expec-
Litlons,

Veer apathiv was rantipean!

The turnoutl was only 44 per

cent. the lowest ever in a

Japanese national election
Stocks slipped in early
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parties: 4, down trom | £

f International
Murayama will stay in power
despite setback in polls

in that te begin with,"

trading Monday. with the
Nikkei Stock Average ending
the 1morning session down
B6.63 points, or 0.52 per
cent.

Analysis said they did net
expect the results to provoke
any dramatic downturn, but
said they underscored a con-
tinuing sense of malaise and
disillusionment. *

"l think the big loser was
the political system. but the
market didn't have any faith
said
Paul Migliorato., senior trader
at Jardine Fleming
Securities.

A subdued Murayama told
reporters the election results
were ‘very regretiable’ and
acknowledged that quitting
had crossed his mind. But he
.1l he .l his allies agreed
that he slwniled stav on

fm RS .

Japane=¢ Prime Minster

T

and the Social Democratic Party chairman Tomiichi

Murayama (C) and ruling coalition party leaders Yohei Kono (R) of the Liberal
Democratic Party and Masahoshi Takemura of the Sokigake Party pose together for a

photo before their meeting to discuss manage

ment of the coalition government after the

- Upper House election yesterday at the Prime Minister's official residence in Tokyo.

— AFP/UNB photo

| renewed my commit-
ment (o evercome the rough
seas and do my best to live up
to the public's expectations.”
he said Coalition partners
cited the need for stability
following three changes in
government in the past twe
years.

The beleaguered coalition,
an uneasy marriage of
Murayama's Socialists and the
ronservative Liberal
Democrats. has f(aced a lin-
gering economic slump. bit-
ter trade confrontations and
national safety concerns in
the wake of the subway
nerve-gas attack.

The main oppeosition

party, which made significant
gains, called on Murayama to

quit, and major daily news-
papers called for early gen-
eral elections.

"Naturally, Murayama
should resign.” said a leader
wl  the opposition New
Frontier party. former de-
lence minister Kazuo Aichi.
We have received a vote of
confidence.”

Bundlg‘l election did not
involve Parlilament's more
powerful lower house, which
chooses the prime minister.
lL.ower-house elections were
not expected until late this
yeéar or early next year, but
leading papers urged the
prime minister to dissolve
the lower house and call for
early elections.

"The mountain has col-
lapsed,” the mass-circulation
Asahi Shimbun editorialised.
‘The prime minister should
iake responsibility and re-
sign.”

Newspapers also be-
moaned the record-low vot-
ing turnout, with the Asahi
saying it showed "our democ-
racy #s in danger.”

Most commentaries said
the government was unable
to effectively lead the coun-
1ry.

India contacts Al-Faran to free
Western hostages

SRINAGAR. India, July 24:
The Indian authorities have
re-established contact with a
Muslim separatist group
holding five Weslern tourists
hostage in the northern state
of Kashmir, officials said to-
day. reports AFF.

Top officials of the
Kashmir government spoke
with a representative of the
Al-Faran group by telephone
late Sunday in a bid to end
the hostage crisis, the offi-
cials said on condition they
not be identifled.

Details of the discussions
were not immediattl.}r avail-
able.

But the officials said Al-
Faran was sticking to its de-
mand that the Indian gov-
ernment release 21 jailed
Muslim militants in exchange
for the hostages.

The rebels have alleged

that two of the hostages avere
injured in a gunbatile when
Indian troops stormed a
hideout on July 20. On

t Sundav, A&l-Faran said one of

the hostages was in critical
condition.

Indian officials today de-
nied there had been any
shootout with the abductors
and called for the immediate

refease ol the Westerners.
Anothier report lrom New

Delhi adds. - Indian autho -

rities loday  urged

Muslitm militants hold-
ing five westlern tourists in
Kashmir to free them in re-
sponse to rebel claims that

. one of the hostages was criti-

cally injured, reports AFP.
The Al-Faran group said
Sunday that one of the {wo
westerners allegedly
wounded during a gun-battle
with Indian troops last week

"was still in a critical condi-

tion."

The hostages — (wo
Britons. an American, a
Germpan and a :

have been in detention sinée
their abductions early this
month. The military has car-
ried out a massive search of
the mountainous terrain but
failed to find the men.

An officials spokesman
said in New Delhi the
Kashmir administration was
willing to provide medical at-
tention to the hostage if he .
was released without delay.

"If somebody is not well,
we will be very keen to en-
sure that the person is
picked up from wherever he
is,” the spokesman said.” We
can fly helicopters, pick him
up and see that he gets med-
ical attention at the earliest.”

SIRTE, Libya, July 24:
Libyan leader Muammar
G said Bosnian Muslilms
should not seek an indepen-
dent state and added he did
not believe a western military.
offensive against Bosnian
Serbs would work. reports
Reuter. ' :

Gaddafi, speaking in a
tent in the Libyan desert,
-broke ranks with other Arab
leaders who have urged more
help to Bosnian Muslims and
restricted himself to urging
Bosnian Serbs not to deport
Muslims in areas they con-
quer. Wi
"Muslims are not the mas-
ters of Bosnia-Herzegovina.
‘The interest of Muslims is to
‘stay in a unified Yugoslavia
and not in the fighting be-
Bosnian

'Orthodox (Christians) ...

Muslim

and Bosnian Serb leader
Radovan Karadzic.”

But Gaddafl. famous of his
radical and confrontational
stands, called Muslim nations
"dogs" for following western
policy on Yugoslavia.

"The Muslim states are
demagogues and are ignorant
of the ABC of the issue. They

are following the position of

their (western) masters like
dogs,” he told a group of re-
porters.

"The issue is not religious
between Muslims and
it is
a political fight between
leaders. Foreign intervention
will not solve the Bosnia-
Herzegovina crisis,” he "said,
near the city of Sirte. 450
km (280 miles] south of the
capital Tripoli.

countries

Military offensive against Serbs
. won't work: Gaddafi

have called for
stronger action by United
Nations forces to help belea-
guered Muslims in Bosnia re-

- sist Serb onslaughts, and a

liting of the arms embargo
on the Muslim-led govern-
ment in Sarajevo.

Gaddafi called on Karadzic
not Lo deport Muslims after
seizing land in the Bosnian
republic.

"It is not acceptable that
Serbs deport Muslims from
lands they conguer. The in-
habitants of this land are all
Slavs, including Muslims.
They are all Yugoslavs.”

He warned Karadzic of
continuing what he called
"religious cleansing” because
this would create a historical
case gor Muslims similar to
that of the Jews after the

Hekmatyar turns
down Rabbanti's
peace proposal

'ISLAMABAD., July 24 :
Hezb-i-Islami Afghanistan

(HIA) led by former Afghan
Prime Minister Gulbuddin

- Hekmatyar has turned down

b e L e

the pfa{*:

by Afgh
Burhanudm to UN
special envoy ehmud

Mestiri, reports Xinhua.

The Pakistani English
newspaper Muslim Today
quoted HIA spokesman
Ustaad Saeed as saying the

formula of inducting profes-
sors and judges from all over
Afghanistan in a commission

and later in a Grand Assembly
was to them.

Rabbani reportedly of-
lered the peace formula dur-
ing his talks with Mestiri in
Kabul last Friday.

Saeed, Hekmatyar's close
confidant, said Rabbani's
propesal was aimed at seek-
ing further delay in transfer
ol power.

Argentina to sell
N-reactor to Syna
conditionally

JERUSALEM, Jyly 24:
Argentina's foreign minister
said Sunday that his country
will not sell Syria a nuclear
reactor before Damascus
signs a peace treaty with
Israel, reports AP.

- Foreign Minister Guido Di
Tella said such a sale would
be "one of the first conse-
quences of peace,” but that it
would not currently be desir-
able. Di Tella,who arrived
Salturday for a four-day visit.
spoke after meeting with
Israeli counterpart Shimon

Peres.
Argentinean officials were

quoted Saturday as saying
their country would condi-
tion the sale on a Syrian
pledge not to use the reactor
to make weapons, and that
the low-power reactor would
be for producing medical ra-
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Taiwan rebuffs China's
criticism of Lee

TAIPE]l. July 24: Taiwan
rebulled today China's criti-
cism tbat President Lee
Teng-hui was pletting to de-
clare the island independent.
reports Reuter,

“The Republic of China
(Taiwan). President Lee and
the Nationalist Party all hope
to pursue peaceful reunifica-
tion.” the semi-official

Central News Agency guoted
Chien Hansen, spokesman for
the ruling Nationalist Party.
as saying

Chien was guoted as say-
ing Chinas criticism of Lee,
made on Sunday by Beljing's
offlicial Xinhua news agency.
was irresponsible.

‘Xinhua's criticism not
only was completely at odds
with the facts. it was also
very irresponsible.” the
agency guoted Chien as say-
ing. State television also car-
ried Chien's remarks.

The rejection of China's

accusation was likely to in-
crease lensions. which have
soared over Chinese missile
testing just 140 km (85
miles) north of Taiwan. an
act seen in Taipei as a direct
military threat.

A Defence Ministry official
said on Sunday China had
lired four missiles toward the
target area. but one missile-

completely missed its target.
He did not say where ithe

stray landed or from where
the missiles were launched.

Both Betjing's communist
rulers and the Nationalist
Party in Taiwan advocate re-
unification. but differ over
how to achieve their aim.

Beijing has regarded
Taiwan as a rebel province
since the Nationalisis fled
there aflter losing the civil
war m | 949,

Relations have deverio-
rated sharply since June.

()H {he Record
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Their festive mood

suddenly changed

LONDON: British police arrested 17 protesters at an

HﬂlﬂrMﬂMﬂﬂChMﬂdm

a lestive sireet part and ended in a barrage of bricks.
bottles and firebomibs, reports Reuter,

The protest aimed at reclaiming streets for pedestrians
— brought six hours of good natured gridiock to the usually
busy streets of Islinton in north London but eyewitnesses
said the scene turned confrontational as evening fell.

A police spokesman said bricks. bottles and fireworks
were thrown at police trying to clear a hardcore of 150
pruotesters who refused to disperse after the 1,500 strong

demonstration.

SAN JUAN,

Puerto Rico: A TV station cameraman has

sued Sylveslter Stallone, saying the actor and four body-
guards assaulted him and confiscated his videotape of a

movie in

prﬂgrturtporuﬁi'

The tape of “Assassins” was returned a few hours later
to station WAPA. where Cesar Santos works. Stallone is di-

recting the movie.

"When | got there, he (Stallone) started insulting

me

and telling me that | couldn't take video there. A body-

vuard told me that if I didn't give him the video he would

bust my face.” Santos told The Associated Press on Friday.
Spokesman for Stallone have said Santos was trespass-

He's not satisfied
with one identity

SALT LAKE CITY: A man who posed as a woman during
a Lhree and a hall-year marriage to an unwitting husband

dpparen-llv also masqueraded as a doctor at least one hos-

ing.

Aetess neye 1o four BN Lot

res. AP. :
ke City hospitals were found

among the possessions of Felix Urieste, who was arrested
last month at his sister's home in Santa Fe, New Mexico,

Bountiful

Sgt. Grant Hedgson said Thursday.

Hodgson located Urieste while tracing a missing per-

sons report filed by Bruce Jensen.

who had married

Urioste in the belief Urioste was . precnant woman.

Goerman top model Claudia Schiffer and magician
David Copperfield arrive hand in hand at the Cartier
international polo event at Smith's Lawn in Windsor,
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protest to China’s human
rﬁhpﬂ!m officials said,

I!Intn_n_ should ecancel her

to attend a Women's |
in Beljing as a

elementary school children
were finishing their mummg
prayer. reports AP.

Their _ﬂ]ﬂthm were work-
ing in nearby rice fields.

el Hlﬂ'ﬂﬂa

ty. "Right -1_-“: .“lwpﬂljandmgg.__
White House there are a _hmluﬂ:
U8-China rel L i

deterigrated rapidly recently | the hamlet.
with 1 § protest against | ' As the children hit the
the - visit here by | Mloor and their parents ran

Taiwan's president .

last’y for cover., this village of
12,000 people, mostly farm-
ers and weavers, became a

battlefield between Indian

I Some of their fathérs were
| sitting down® in the village

square, reading the day's lo- -

muy m
of 95 vehicles rumbied into

died in the cross-fire — a
man the military had forced
to approach the rebels and
demand their surrender.

The military firepower

‘burned down the 60-year-
old, three-story wooden
house the rebels were hiding
in. ' '

“ Thi'tc weeks after five

Western tourists were kid-
by a Kashmir militant
group, little has changed in
the daily mayhem of the
northern region's battle for
independence,
The Indian government
has promised to keep its sol-
diers away from the little-

known Al-Faran group that is

holding the hostages: an

the Himalayan foothills of

Jammu-Kashmir state.

Al-Faran has said two of
the hostages were wounded
last week in a gunbattie with
Indian forces, but New Delhi
denies that. It also refuses to
meet a rebel demand and
free 21 jailed guerrillas.

The captives are Donald
Hutchings, 42. of

. Washington: Paul Wells, 23.

of London; Keith Mangan, 33,
of Middlesbrough, England:
Dirk Hasert, 26, of Erfert,
Germany: and Hans Christian
Ostro, 27, of Oslo, Norway.

" A second American cap-
tive John Childs, 41, of
Simsbury, Connecticut,
escaped on July 8 during a

majority state, to crush the
separatist campaign. More
than 13,000 people since
late 1989,

Every day, an average of
about 10 people, most of
them militants and civilians,
are killed in skirmishes.

Anti-Indian sentiment is
s0 deep that even little chil-
dren shout "Freedoml!”
“Freedom!" when they see
soldiers walk by.

Skirmishes often oecur in
Srinagar, the summer capital,
where Western diplomats
and wives and girlfriends of
four of the five male hostages
are trying to win their re-
lease

m on hot days, gll win-

many of the city’'s streets.

By 8 pm, the streets of
Srinagar, once the top resort
of foreign tourists visiting
India, are deserted.

Even government officials
visiting the area often drive
through it in 20-car convoys
and sit inside bulletproof
Cars.

In a state where the
Indian military and the rebels
are widely adcused of tortur-
ing and killing their oppo-
nents, families often have to
look for missing males by ex-
amining unidentified bodies
left in a military truck out-
side a government building.

Like many other villages,

m}dmpunl

Fifteen young men ﬂrt
taken inside the empty
scheool for interrogation:
Later, they accused soldiers
of mistreating them.

"l was beaten And they put
my head in a water bucket,”
sald college student Javed
Ahmed. "They then shouted,
"Where are the other terror-
ists? You tell us and we'll free
you'."

By late Sunday, the young
men were fleeing the vil
vowing to get even with
Indian military. "If 1 have a
gun, | can talk in the same
language as that of the Indian
army,” sald one.

L

on President Jacques
Chirac's decision (o resume
nuclear testing in the South
Pacific. reports AFP.

Party official Gerard Fuchs
urged Chirac either "to call
off his decision (o resume
nuclear tests” or to organise a
referendum in view of “the
constantly growing interna-
tional alarm” over the deci-
Shov.

" Fuchs. who is the party’s
national secretary for inter-

national relations. the tests
should be called off “for the
good of the wry.”

On Sunday an epinion poll
satd Chirac had plunge 10

points in his popularity rating,



