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HE United Nations
: I International Cen-
ference on Popu-
lation and Development
(ICPD) convened im Cairo,
Egypt. in September last
year, gathering political
leaders from around the
globe to explore how human
population growth is likely to
affect society and the envi-
ronment.. One of the pelicy
issues participanis discussed
was the links between human
population, sustainable devel-
opment and the environ-
ment.

Each year. about 90 mil-
lion new people join the hu-
man race. This is roughly
equivalent te add three
Canadas or another 0 to
the world annually, a rate of
growth that will swell human
numbers from today's 5.6 bil-

Mw,nﬁnﬂ”ﬂ-

lion to about 8.5 billion by
2025.

These [igures represent '

the fastest growth in human
numbers ever recorded and
raise many vital
and environmental guestions.
Is our species reproducing
so quickly that we are
oulpacing the Earth's ability
to house and feed us? Is our
.demand for natural resources
destroying the habitats that
give us life? If 40 million
acres of tropical forest - an
area equivalent to twice the
size of Austria — are being
destroyed or grossly de-
graded every year, as satellite
maps show, how will that af-
fect us? If 27,000 species
become extinct yearly be-
cause of human development,
as some scientists believe,
what will that mean for us? If
nearly 2 billion people al-
ready lack adequate drinking
water. a number to in-
crease to 3.6 billion by the
year 2000, how can all of us
hope to survive?
Modern technologies
improved efficiency in the
use of resources can help to

levels also exert consider-
able impact on our resource
base. Population pressures
work in conjunction with
these other factors to de-

termine, to a large extent,
our total impact on re-
SOUrces.

For example, although ev-
eryone contributes to re-

source waste, the world's
bottom-billion poorest and
top-billion richest do most of
lh: environmental damage.
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Depletion of Global Natural Resources

Poverty t‘ﬂmpcls the wnrld s
1.2 billion bottom-most poor
to misuse their environment
and ravage resources, while
lack of access to better
technologies, credit, educa-
tion, health care ail family-
planning condemns them to

and |

subsistence patterns that of-
fer little chance for concern
about their environment.
This contrasts with the
richest 1.3 Billion, who ex-
ploit and consume dispro-
portionate amounts of re-
sources and generate dispro-
portionate quantities of
waste,

One example is energy
consumption. Whereas the

‘average Bangladeshi
- sumes commercial energy

CoTl -

equivalent to three barrels of
oil yearly, each American
consumes an average of 55
barrels. Population growth in
Bangladesh, one of the poor-
est nations, led to increased
energy use in 1990 by the
equivalent of 8.7 million bar-
rels, while US population
growth in the same year in-
creased energy use by 110
million barrels. Of course, the
US population of 250 million
is more than twice the size of
the Bangladesni population
of 113 million, but even if the
consumption figures are ad-
justed for the difference in
size, the slower growing US
population still increases its
energy consumption six or
seven times faster yearly than
does the more rapidly grow-

ing Bangladeshi population.

In the future, the effects
of population growth on natu-
ral resources will vary locally
because growth occurs un-
evenly across the globe. Over

Whois Respons:ble ?
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thc course uf the 199[15, the

_Third World's population is
" likely to balloon
900 million, while the popu-
lation of the developed world
will add a mere 56 million.-
Asia with 3.4 billion people
today, will have 3.7 billion by

*crease Irom

the turn of the century;
Alrica’s popualation will in-
700 million to
567 million: and Latin
Alnerica s lrom 470 million
to 538 milliornp, By the year
2000, the Third World's to-
tal population is expected (o
be nearly 5 billion: only 1.3
billion people will reside in
industrialized countries.

The United Nations esti-

by more than-

mates Lhat world population

will neéar 11.2 billion by
2100. However, this Mgure is
‘!fmaed on the assumption

that
growth rates will drnp i

t rates eontinue, world
population’ will stand at 10
billion by 2030 and 40 billion
by 2110.

The United Nations
Population Fund estimates
that to achieve the 11.2 bil-
lion projection. the number
of couples using family plan-
ning Services — such as
modern contraceptives - in
the developing world will
have to rise to 567 million by

‘the year 2000 and to 1.2 bil-

lion by 2025. In sub-Saharan
Alrica Lhis means a 10-fold
increase hy 2025 in the
number of people who use
family planning.

measures do not succeed,

'+ The world's bottom-
billion richest do most of
the environmental
damage.

humaun population growth
could blast the 11.2 billion
ligure clear out of l’he ‘ball
park.

Perhaps the most uminnus
aspect of loday's unprece-
dented growth is its persis-
tence, despite falling annual
population growth rates ev-
erywhere except in parts of
Africa, the Middle East and
South Asia. Annual global
population growth stands at
1.6 per cent. down from 2
per cenl in the early 1970s.
Similarly . the total fertility
rate (the average number of
children a woman is likely to
have] has dropped from a
dlobal average of six only
three decades ago to slightly
mwore than three today.
grow because of tremendous
demographic momentum
China's annual growth rate,
for example. is only 1.2 per
cent. However, the country's
huge population base —1.2
billion people.— translates
this relatively small rate of
growlth into a net increase in
China's population of around
15 million vearly. Clearly,
anv :ttempt Lo slow popula-
tion growth is a decades-long
process aflected by advances
in medicine. extended life
spans and reduced infant.
child and maternal mortality.

The answers are hardly

easv and go beyond simple ]

demographics since popula-
tion works in conjunction
with other lactors to deler-

mine our total impact on re-
SOUrces.

The writer is an Hon.
Associate Estate Planner of
RARA AVIS SOCIETY (from
thr: Latin for ‘"rare bird")
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CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS

In Search of a Way Out
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MPs Return to Parliament' .

An Interview with BNP Standing Committee Member Barrister

Rafiqul Islam Mia by Chapal Bashar

NP Standing Commi-
ttee member Barris-

B ter Raflqul Islam Mia

helieves that lack of underst-

anding among political forces -

is the main problem which
should be solved first to
ensure smooth holding of a
falr election.

Heé said that the solution
ol the constitutional -crisis,
crealed over the election is-
sue, is possible if the opposi-
tion MPs return to Parlia-
ment and settle the dispute
through discussions.

The door of understanding
is still open.”
Rafique. who is also the Min-
ister for Housing am:l Public
Wﬁrka

In an interview with The
Daily Star the minister ex-
pressed his views on the Op-
position’s demand for hold-
ing elections under a- care-
laker government and dwelt
on the constitutional peints

“related with the issue.

The BNP leader contra-
dicted Awami League Law
Secretary Barrister KS Nabi's
contentions published in this
interview series on July 17.
Refuting KS Nabi's allegation
that the ruling BNP has cre-
ated the ongoing political

impasse, he said, "Opposition

Population continues to:{ 'S fully responsible for the

present situation — the crisis
was initiated by them
through a walkout followed by
their prolonged boycott of
the House. Then they filed
the so-called resignation let-
ters keeping themselves ab-
sent from Parliament pro-
ceedings.”

Barrister Rafique raised
questions about the Opposi-
tion's demand for holding
elections under a caretaker
government and said this will
not ensure a free and fair
election.

"The issue should be how
to hold a fair election with
volers t‘asling their ballots
without fear.” he said adding.

“suich a 111.1l!ur issue has
lost in the turmoll creat

Lthe guestion of a r:aretaker
government.”

Rafigul Islam observed
that a fair election is only
possible if all the parties sin-
cerely followed the code of
conduct during polls and the
candidates kept their ex-

Diversity and Quality in Britain's ngher Education

N the curremt market-
place jargon. higher edu-
cation in the United Kin-
gdom can be justly described

as a "growth industry”. having

experienced a period of un-
precedented expansion
throughout. the 1980s and
the early part of the 1990s.
An examnple ol this devel-
opment is reflected in the
fact that whereas in 1979
one in eight young people en-
tered higher education of any
sort. the ratio in 1994 was
close o one in three. In total,
the doubling of the number of
higher education students in
Britain between 1979 and

1983 has breught the figure
o some |.5 million, with the

[astest expansion occurring
since 1988,

An accompanying phe-
nomenon is the inierest
shown by mature students ;
since 1979 their numbers

then Education &H:uunr
launched an initiative de-

signed to achieve a goal of

one in
2000 .

three by the year

Years Ahead
An article in the Educa-
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by Kwasi Gyan-Apenteng

Matriculation Day at Oxford Unjige

£

higher education facilities
show a diversity in choice
which overall helps to keep

funded schools of the Univer-

Colleges of higher educa-
tion include general and
specialist institutions.

Although mn-tn{lhcm

smaller than universities and
offer a smaller range of
courses, they nonetheless
award degrees which are
validated by universities.
Large colleges, usually with
more than 3000 students, fo-
cus on business and man-
agement studies, humanities
and education.

There are 17 specialist
colleges which offer courses
in just one academic

area such as art and design,
business and management,
education, medicine or mu-
sic. Although 16 institutions
were established by church
bodies to provide teacher
training. most have now di-
versified their subject provi-
sion

H education is also

pr by ca
p mherwu?

tion colleges of which thu-e | meetings.

ing of the society. .

m some 300. Mnn-; than 100
of these colleges offer degree
courses which are validated
by universities.

Vital Role

There is no doubt that
universities and colleges play
a vital role in the political,
economic, social and cultural
lile of the UK, and the recent
expansion has meant that an
increasing number of people
are participating in the shap-
— LPS

said Barrister

penditures within the limit

fixed by the Election Com-
mission.

He suggested that the ex-
isting permissible limit of
Taka three lakh may be in-
creased a little if necessary,
and said, "It should be
strictly maintained by all the
candidates. Unlimited - ex-
penses by the candidates is
the root of all problems that
hinder smooth holding of
free and fair elections. Illegal
expenditure s the source of
illegal arms — it brings mas-
taans to create violence.
Therefore, thrusts should be
on strengthening the EC and
maintaining an agreed code
of conduch .

Opposing - the idea of a
caretaker t, the
BNP leader further said, "It is
absolutely contrary to the ba-
sic principles of democracy
since such government will
be a nominated one to re-
place an elected government.
Democratic government ac-
quires legitimacy to run the
affairs of the state through
mandate of the electorate,
but a nominated government
cannot have that legitimacy."
He cautioned that there will
be every possibility that the
High Court may declare such
a nominated government as
"illegal and without jurisdic-
tion to run the affairs of the
government since it will have

no legitimacy.”

He dismissed KS Nabi's '

claim that the existing Par-
liament is not legal since it is
devoid of power to amend
the constitation due to the
absence of 147 MPs. The
BNP leader argued that so
long as his party enjoys the
support of the majority of all
MPs, the government as well
as the Parliament will remain
legal. "If some members vol-
untarily do not participate in
the proceedings of the
House, this cannot affect the
right of the majority mem-
bers to run the Parliament
and the government as per
provision of the constitution.”
He said, adding, "One cannot
lose his right due to absence
of another — the government
has never kept the House
half-empty, it is the Opposi-
tion who are remaining ab-
sent and therefore they are
accountable to the people for
that. We were elected for five

¥ |  MPs while
: . Prime Minister lost confi-

-stitution and quoting
56 and 57 he said, "Even .
after loss of confidence in the

About KS Nabi's refm
to British Prime Minister 3;

John Major's decision to have

' years by the electorate and

a fresh mandate fremn the .

party, and the mid-term .'

election in Nepal, he said
that these examples are not
applicable here. "Our situa-

tion is different and has no '

relevance to those of Britain
and Nepal. Major's leadership
hallenged

was c by his party
in Ne

dence in Parliament." '

~ Rafique also. diss

with Nabi about his claim ﬂut
Opposition parties represent
69 per cent of the popuila-
tion. "The percentage of -
votes secured by- a
not considerable, a
to our constitution —"the
question is how many MPs

you have in the Parliament.

They (Opposition) are trying

to mislead our people about

the constitutional provision

regarding formation of gov-

ernment,” he maintained.

The BNP leader contra- .-

dicted KS Nabi's interpreta-
tion of Article 72 of the con-

House. a Prime Mimister

continues untill a new PM
takes over."”

He also quoted Article 56

(3) which says: The President

shall appoint as Prime Minis-

“ter the Member of Parlia-

ment who to him to
command the support of the

pal the

ai' -‘

&

Articles

majority of the 'members of

Parliament. "President can-
not chose anybody as head of

government since it will be

contrary to norms of Parlia-

Quoting ﬁrttcht 7, he said '
all powers of the republic '

belong to the people and ;.‘hg
people will exercise the
power through ballots. |
He also opposed the lﬁl.
of post-facto ratification of
.anything related to the con-
stitution in the newly-elected '

parliament saying, "The idea ‘'

itself is contrary to demo-
cratic principles and it could’

be challenged in the court of

law. If such action or post- .
facto ratification is declared

illegal, then there will be a -
vacuum and unceftainty; no ,

elected gnircmment can al-

. ford that situation.”

The BNP leader rc]:le:tnd
that a solution of the
crisis is still possible, but
there should be an agreed
formula on the basis of con-
sensus for which the

» tion must attend the Parlia-

ment.

"Political sagacity, intelli-
gence, experience, hon

sincerity and far- ﬂghtu;lnu

are the basic qualities needed *

to become a politician. And
our politicians must
all these to serve the p&)‘*
better," he eoncluded.

Polls Advancing, but Uncertainty'PreVaiIs

T HE latest political sc-
enarto ol the country
witnesses widening
idifferences between the
ruling and major opposition
political parties over how to
ensure [ree and fair election
that is coming up.

Following the crossing of
the 90-day limit of over 140
oppeosilion MPs continuous
absence lrom parliament, it
has mostly been cleared now
that the seals of the MPs no
more exist and the country is
eying three categories ol par-
liamentary elections —
‘general” favoured ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
by (BNP). "by" belonging to
the constitution, and"mid-
term ' demanded by the ma-
jor opposition political par-
Lies.

The ruling party. facing
constitutional diffliculties in
avolding the by-elections to
the seats months ahead of
the expiry of fifth parliament,
is seemingly trying to com-
plete its five-year tenure in
power and hold election to
the sixth parliament in
time, probably in next win-
ter. The by-elections-related
constitutional provisions are
now under interpretation of
Supreme Court

At its several high level
meetings arranged to avert
the difficulties over last fif-
teen days the BNP was also
seen preparing for the com-
ing election. The party chief
and Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia. who has also
been informally campaigning
for the unannounced polls for
a few months at the public
discussed matter

by Abul Kalam Azad

relating to the nominations of
her party candidates.

The major opposition po-
litical parties, especially the,
Awami League (AL), are ap-
parently wooing thé voters
and demanding immediate
dissolution of the fifth par-
liament and holding next
elections under a non-parti-
san, neutral caretaker gov-
ernment. They are terming
the BNP's move to avert by-
elections.

The AL central working
comivitiee recently held a
crucial meeting at which the
party chief Sheikh Hasina di-
rected her partymen to be
prepared for election.

But. on the other handy no
headway has been made so
far in settling the nearly one-
and-a half- vear old row over
ways and means for conduct-
ing free and fair electichs be-
tween Lhe ruling and the op-
position parties, who have
been boycotting parliament
sessions since March | and
tendered resignation from
the parliament on December
28 last year.

Meanwhile, the recruit-
ment of Justice Shadek as
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) and the voter registra-
tion campaign have deepened
the row as the three major
opposition political parties —
AL, Jatiya Party (JP) and
Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh
— raised objections about the
recruitment of the new, CEC
and certain anomalies in the
voler registration process.

The opposition parties,
who are expected to intensify
agitation from August next to

realise their demand, have
described the BNP's move (o
avert by-elections as step to
prolong its rule. But the BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia sticks to her earlier offer
to quit one month ahead of
election in response to the

opposition demand for her:
resignation . three months -

before of election. under
caretaker administration.

However, the two sides
are still far apart from an
agreement and have showed
no signs for an immediate

breakthrough in the impasse.
In this situation, ob-

servers apprehend that a fi-
nal disagreement may hin-
der the ensuing election or
keep the present Iﬂm
parties out of it

thus destroy the already lll‘l.
prospects [por democratic

norms in the : :
Observers feel that de-

spite the negative signs, the
parties might realise the
harsh consequences of the
disagreement and extend
their hands to settle the dis-
pute. Such a positive course
of action can start th
negotiating a time ahead of
election when the Prime
Minister would quit as chief
of the party-led government.
They also believe that a
negotiated settlement could
be able to bring in any
amendment to the constitu-
tion ., if so needed and even
any referendum, to overcome
any political, legal as well as
constitutional crisis like the

difficulties in avoiding b,r-
elections the ruling party is

facing now.
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